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SA Members please note our Meeting will be the Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting 

Street (Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA.  The hall can be entered from Botting Street. For 

those members who will be displaying items there is also car parking for approximately 13 vehicles in the 

rear carpark off Osborne street), for members and visitors who are not putting on a display there is plenty of 

street parking. 
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Contents of this publication are Copyright and belong to the Heritage Arms Society of South Australia 

Incorporated. If you wish to reproduce or copy any item, please obtain permission from the above 

Association via 32 Teakle Street Exeter SA 5019. Items submitted for publication need to have the author and 

reference (s) or source quoted. Please email directly to Brimage@internode.on.net 

This publication is proofread each month by Heritage Member Stuart Bates and Edited by Cathey Brimage. 

The Association Email Address is: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 

Webpage: https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/ 

Membership Applications 
Nominee: Kevin Coleman 
Interests: Commonwealth Military Clasp knives, Australian Light Horse equipment.  Area of interest Zulu 
Wars. 
Location: Victoria 
 
Nominee: Colin Tarling 
Interests: Japanese Swords & Big Game Rifles 
Location: Gawler South 

mailto:Brimage@internode.on.net
mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Heritage-Arms-Society-Inc-SA-177334176125163/
https://www.instagram.com/heritage.arms.society/
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Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in 
writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street, Exeter, within 21 days of 
this meeting. Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they are 
known to you personally. You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background. In the 
case of an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted. 
 

2021/22 SUBSCRIPTION DUE BY THE 30TH of JUNE 2021 

Please pay your subscription renewal for the 2021/22 Financial Year by the 30th of June 2021. The preferred 
method of payment is by Direct Bank Payment or PayPal as below, using the following information. 
 
Subscription fees for 2021/22 
South Australian Resident Member $45 
South Australian Resident Family membership (includes 2 voting members) $65 
Interstate and Overseas Members $25 
 
Payees Account name: HERITAGE ARMS SOCIETY OF SA. 
BANK SA 
BSB No: 105-022 
Account No: 110493840 
Description: To include in order of priority: Name Subs Year 
 
Example only: F. Jones Subs 2021 or if long surname: F. Jones-Smith Sub 
The priority is your name, so we know who has paid.  
PayPal Email address: heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 
If paying by PayPal please add $3 for conversion fee 

 
Cheques can be sent to: The Secretary Heritage Arms Society Inc. Cathey Brimage 32 Teakle Street Exeter 
5019. 
 

CARVINGS from the VELDT - Part One 
 
(First book in HARD cover  HAS Member Dave C George 
 
Over the last ten years I have had many requests to buy my first 
book BUT chaps want it in Hard cover (refer photo comparing soft 
cover to hard cover, or case bound). 
 
As a result, I recently had a small quantity printed. They have all sold 
and I have now received a second print run. 
 
The books are printed locally in Qld. and are thus expensive (costs 
an extra $40.00 to have the Hard cover version). 
 
Price of the new book is AUD $104.00 (the book has about ten 
updated and improved colour photos, and a few minor changes to 
text). 
 
Postage for one to three books is $15.00 (the postage price for 4 or 
more books approx. $20.00). 
 
All the Very Best in Collecting  

mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
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Up and Coming Events – State of the Nation 
2021 

TBA? Shepparton Militaria & Collectables Expo run by the Northern Victorian Arms 
Collectors Guild Inc. 

14 April DNW ORDERS, DECORATIONS, MEDALS AND MILITARIA 

https://www.dnw.co.uk/auctions/auction.php?auction_id=579 

17-18 April April Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair (No venue yet) 

24-25 April Australian Arms Auction A56 

May? Sydney Arms Expo  

May? Gun Militaria & Collectables Show Toowoomba QLD email: 
crimsonmist@bigpond.com  

3-4 July  Melbourne Arms & Militaria Fair (No venue yet) 

July? Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair 

July? Ballarat Arms and Militaria Fair 

July? Brisbane Arms Fair, Brisbane International Shooting Centre, Belmont, Paul 
Brush 0412 562 252 paul@totalcontrolservices.com.au 

September 11-12 Cannington Exhibition Centre, Perth, WA Arms & Armour Society Annual 
Militaria Fair, Geoff Smith 0419 955 284 

September? The Big Show, Showgrounds, Glendale Rd, Toowoomba, Danny Watson 0407 
643 776 or 07 4637 0536 www.cmmilitaryantiques.com 

September? Hunter Valley Arms Fair 

2-3 October  Australian Arms Auction A57 

October? Brisbane Arms Fair, Brisbane International Shooting Centre, Belmont, Paul 
Brush 0412 562 252 paul@totalcontrolservices.com.au 

If you are aware of any other Historical, Arms or Militaria fairs or events and/or cancellations 
please send them through with location and contact details to add to the calendar. 
 

Lot 787 to be sold by Dix Noonan Webb on the 14th of April 2021 

 

21st (Empress of India's) Lancers, Officer’s Full Dress Shoulder Belt with Silver Fittings. 

A fine quality example, gold lace with central ‘French Grey’ silk stripe, all silver sections with hallmarks for 

Birmingham by ‘J & Co’, with date letters for 1896 or 1898, the slide and tip section currently dismounted 

from the belt, good condition £300-£500 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nvacgorg/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCOCxFD3X57h8uta6GnRsdX-YhRv2gwo-0Nt7jSfa5BzZAkJ2RTMerOSHkUlABELJfbQcorGeBAsL3D&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDebq2n-NbNQlkUIMRpRKyUnwb9CMDbLk3Tg2B9Q5HM1mi1Xdu083YzFoBz7AkpD0nVL3kFsbNntNEYcepKraXh_HOjIrDUC6y7VW54gmjRlNkB4n7-OGPesGbGHRK3KfdrKHgBfr_Z1GT1rlAo7GVi-R9PVEpPEPK2wCKdl8_iwvlODEVL7N1s3xtfgcCJEJx1Xkf35H2oAbEdLIbkEDMLVD0qKUsEKws12DR8kYkJolalkXL_GPck3GQhB7EWyvOEC9j3BscrKOCm50ivljdcEgtrqHkXo1aeQvFiZ9DZjgzB2jynDmufFTdkjuOIT_hvmBrWntiP8PSi8jRMyQ
https://www.facebook.com/nvacgorg/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCOCxFD3X57h8uta6GnRsdX-YhRv2gwo-0Nt7jSfa5BzZAkJ2RTMerOSHkUlABELJfbQcorGeBAsL3D&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDebq2n-NbNQlkUIMRpRKyUnwb9CMDbLk3Tg2B9Q5HM1mi1Xdu083YzFoBz7AkpD0nVL3kFsbNntNEYcepKraXh_HOjIrDUC6y7VW54gmjRlNkB4n7-OGPesGbGHRK3KfdrKHgBfr_Z1GT1rlAo7GVi-R9PVEpPEPK2wCKdl8_iwvlODEVL7N1s3xtfgcCJEJx1Xkf35H2oAbEdLIbkEDMLVD0qKUsEKws12DR8kYkJolalkXL_GPck3GQhB7EWyvOEC9j3BscrKOCm50ivljdcEgtrqHkXo1aeQvFiZ9DZjgzB2jynDmufFTdkjuOIT_hvmBrWntiP8PSi8jRMyQ
https://www.dnw.co.uk/auctions/auction.php?auction_id=579
https://gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/toowoomba-show-fair/#contact
mailto:paul@totalcontrolservices.com.au
http://www.cmmilitaryantiques.com/
mailto:paul@totalcontrolservices.com.au
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SA Member October Displays (Includes Virtual) 

 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 6 
 

 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 7 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 8 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 9 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 10 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 11 
 

 

  



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 12 
 

SA Member October Displays (Includes Virtual) 
 

Gary McCarthur SA Member 
 
The BSA sniper rifle .303 is dated 1916 and is extremely rare with D and arrow stamping showing Australian 
service.  It is fitted with Whitehead mounts and A5 scope. Most were assembled in England and this one is 
one of a few that came to Australia. Scarce and SA marked. 

 
 

 
 
The bayonet has SA stamping and is with a hooked quillon, being WW1. Scarce. 
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The No.1, MK 1 Enfield .303 rifle is dated 1904 and has the rare fitting on the bolt at the breech end to allow 
for overhead loading. The front sight protector is also varied and differs slightly. Scarce and SA marked.  
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Lynton Allen – Virtual Display 
 
German Germany Antique WW1 Field Artillery Officer's Sword w/ Scabbard 
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THE INDIAN ARMY – CAVALRY – HAS Member Gordon Byrne 
 
Following the theme of Cavalry accoutrements, I illustrate below an Officers full-dress pouch of the 15th 
(Cureton's Multani) Regiment of Bengal Lancers. Originally raised in 1857 by Ghulam Hasan Khan as six 
risallahs of Multani Pathans; it was re-formed at Lahore in 1858 as the Multani Regiment of Cavalry by Captain 
Charles Cureton (38th Regiment Light Infantry - Volunteers), who in 1858, was already holding the position 
of 2nd-in-command of the Second Regiment, Bengal Irregular Cavalry. 
 
By the print of the Indian Army & Civil Service List for 1861 - July, the reformed regiment was listed as the 
MOOLTANEE [sic] REGIMENT, and at that time it was one of regiments of Bengal Irregular Cavalry; the 
Commandant was still Charles Cureton who having received promotion, was holding the rank of Lieut.-
Colonel  (date of rank 26th April 1859). 
 
By the print of the Indian Army & Civil Service List for January 1862, the regiment was listed under the BENGAL 
CAVALRY heading 15th REGIMENT - Formerly Mooltanee Cavalry, at station Ansee; the Commandant Lieut.-
Colonel C. Cureton his formal date of appointment 24th December 1859. The officer group at the beginning 
of 1862 consisted of the Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, a Lieutenant holding the position of second-in-
command, a Lieutenant holding the position of Adjutant, and an Assistant Surgeon in Medical charge. 
 
The title was again revised in 1871, when the regiment the became known as the 15th (Cureton's Multani) 
Regiment of Bengal Cavalry; and taking part in the 2nd Afghan War, the regiment was granted the honour 
"Afghanistan. 1879-80". 
 
Past their service in Afghanistan with Head Quarters at Dera Ghazi Khan, and in accordance with the Army 
List Harts for 1881, the officer group consisted of a Lieut.-Colonel Commandant, and a Lieut-Colonel 
Squadron Commander who was 2nd-in-command; there was also a third Lieut-Colonel - Squadron 
Commander, along with one Major who also held the position of Squadron Commander. Further officers 
included one Major and two Captains, all Squadron officers; two Lieutenants who were officiating as 
Squadron officers and a Surgeon was in Medical charge. 
 
With further revision in 1890 on conversion to lancers, the title then changed to the 15th (Cureton's Multani) 
Regiment of Bengal Lancers. 

 
 
Officers full-dress pouch - 15th (Cureton's Multani) Regiment of Bengal Lancers. 
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In terms of the pouch as illustrated, the silver flap is mounted with an entwined script BL monogram 
surmounted by a Crown all in silver; a particular detail that was  referred to by W Y. Carman in his book 
dealing with Indian Army Cavalry uniforms.  
 
The title changed to 15th (Cureton's Multani) Bengal Lancers. in 1901, and King’s crown surmounted the BL 
monogram after the death of Queen Victoria. Along with the early 20th century reforms, the regiment  
became the 15th Lancers (Cureton's Multanis) in 1903.  
 

 
Officer of 15th Lancers (Cureton's Multanis). Watercolour by AC Lovett 1910   
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Pattern 1899 Cavalry Trooper's Sword – HAS Member Laurens West 
 

 
 
This sword was the last attempt of the British Army to equip their cavalry with a combined cut and thrust 
sword. Since 1853 all cavalry, both Heavy and Light regiments, had been equipped with a universal cavalry 
sword of the same basic form. The blade was slightly curved with fuller running three-quarters of the length 
of each side. The final, unfullered, quarter of the blade was doubled edged, and spear pointed. This blade 
form remained unchanged, despite 50 years and six different patterns. The first modification was to replace 
the three-bar hilt with a sheet steel bowl guard with a Maltese Cross pierced in it. In 1899 this too was 
changed to a larger plain bowl guard. From 1864 until 1890 a lighter, more manoeuvrable sword was sought, 
but when this proved deficiently weak, thicker, shorter blades with shallower fullers were reintroduced. 
However, these weighed more than the patterns that had been deemed too heavy some 25 years before. 
 
Not surprisingly therefore, the story of the Patterns 1853-1899 is largely one of complaint. From the Crimean 
War to regimental testing’s to the Mahdist Wars, the overall reports on the performance of the British cavalry 
sword is one of dissatisfaction and failure. The Pattern 1899 was the heaviest of this family of swords and 
although its thick, short, blade meant it was unlikely to break in the rigours of mounted combat, it had its 
own share of faults. The desire to avoid a repeat of the press reported 'sword scandals' of the 1880s of 
trooper's weapons breaking in hand-to-hand combat meant that though the Pattern 1899 was undoubtedly 
robust, it was clumsy and ill-balanced. 
 
Use and effect 
The Pattern 1899 was the standard service cavalry sword of the Second South African War. Although by this 
time the sword was more of an auxiliary weapon, with the rifle as the cavalry's main arm, it failed to be 
serviceable even in this marginalised role. On the few occasions that the British cavalry were able to close 
with the Boers, the Pattern 1899 sword proved defective. Colonel Robert Baden-Powell thought 'the present 
sword a perfectly useless weapon' and Major-General Sir John French, later commander of the British 
Expeditionary Force, remarked that the sword was 'the very worst that could be used by mounted troops.' 
With an overly long, round grip and centre of balance far towards the point the sword required immense 
strength to use and was liable to turn in the hand, meaning the blade would not bite home. The Marquis of 
Tullibardine, commander of the Royal Horse Guards, thought this meant 'no one could possibly use [the 
sword] without falling off if he really cut with it'. The Lieutenant-Colonel of the 18th Hussars described its 
failings at the Battle of Talana Hill: 
 
'A party of about 20 Boers were charged by half a squadron, 18th Hussars, the two parties met at full gallop 
and the Hussars did their best to cut down the enemy, till the latter threw their rifles away. The result was 
one man killed by a point and about eight wounded, but none appeared to be much cut about, and I believe 
more damage would have been done had the men been armed with heavy sticks.' 
 
By the time of the First World War the Pattern 1899 was no longer issued to the regular cavalry. Although in 
the early months it was still in service with the Yeomanry, until sufficient numbers of the Pattern 1908 sword 
could be produced. However, despite its reputation as one of the worst cavalry swords ever in service with 
the British Army, there were some who were reluctant to see it replaced. At Cerisy, August 28, 1914, Captain 
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Bryant of the 12th Lancers, seven years after it had been withdrawn from service, was still 'using the old 
cutting sword' and claimed that 'well sharpened' he slew five of the enemy with it, his sword going 'in and 
out like a pat of butter.' Nevertheless, most cavalrymen were pleased to see the back of the Pattern 1899 
and were only thankful to it in so far as its failing finally led to due care being spent on the design of its 
replacement. 
 
Foot note on the Sword from original owner. 
His grandfather served with Thorneycroft’s Mounted Infantry there’s a whole story about it at the Australian 
War Memorial, He was in about five or six different units and also served under Baden Powell . He was a 
skilled Horseman all the service records stated that he was a horse trader and horse breaker they captured 
a lot of Boer ponies. But there was such a massive attrition of horses they were bringing in Hungarian , 
American and Australian horses that were not broken in and I suppose he would’ve been quite a popular 
trooper for that reason. 
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A view of the British Pattern 1899 Cavalry Trooper’s Sword in its scabbard, attached to a saddle. From John 

Morgan’s article “The Finest Sword Ever Made”, Military Illustrated, 100 
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Extended Service - An AIF tunneller with the Australian Graves 

Detachment, Villers-Bretonneux 1919 – HAS Member Scott Edwards 
 
This Australian Imperial Forces tunic belonged to an Australian Tunnelling Company veteran, attached to 
the Australian Graves Detachment 1919 and stationed at Villers-Bretonneux in 1919. 
 
The woollen service dress tunic displays two significant unit patches; the purple ‘T’ tunneller unit patch and 
the Australian Graves Detachment horizontal red bar ‘worn below the original colour patch by all personnel 
posted to this unit on demobilisation of their own units’(1).  
 

 
 

Brass ‘2’ numerals attach to the epaulettes, suggesting the wearer either belonged to 2nd Tunnelling 
Company AIF (1917-19), or 2nd Company AGD (1919). Australian Tunnelling Company numerals were often 
worn on the ‘T’ patch itself - placement of the brass ‘2’ on the epaulettes is reminiscent of militia and early 
war practice. The tunic is AIF pattern, British manufacture, W^D stamped with acceptance marks.  
 
‘Initially, service with the AGD was voluntary. Some men considered themselves duty-bound while others, 
with new wives or families located nearby, volunteered for practical reasons. Where the required numbers 
could not be drawn from volunteers, men were detailed to the unit based on their repatriation status: those 
who had served for the shortest amount of time were put forward for service with the AGD.’(2) 
 
The AIF veteran had considerable service; four overseas service chevrons and 2 wound stripes, working in 
extremely hazardous conditions as a tunneller, he then volunteered at the war’s end to help locate the 
remains of his countrymen on the battlefield and for reinternment in a War Graves Commission cemetery. 
Duties also included disinterring bodies from mass graves for reinternment in single permanent graves.  
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‘The AGD used existing burial information – such as it was – to plan their searches. Ideally, burial records 
would include a map reference, a battlefield cemetery, or a nearby landmark for orientation. The battlefield 
was then systematically searched. Divided into 500-yard squares, each square was closely and thoroughly 
examined. Indications of graves or bodies in the area were “conspicuously marked” and once the whole 
square had been searched, bodies indicated by markers were carefully exhumed.’(3)  
 

 
 
I have displayed the uniform in two ways; in review order at ‘Rest on Your Arms Reversed’, or ‘Reverse Order 
Arms’, with basic 1918-19 dated Pattern 1908 webbing equipment, which best shows the tunic’s insignia and 
provenance and also suggests duty, perhaps as part of a funeral escort, firing party or Guard of Honour - and 
then for walking out, with a plain Pattern 1908 webbing belt.  
 
Given the difficult and confronting work performed by AGD in 1919 the AIF veteran’s tunic forms the centre 
of a poignant and emotive display. As a tunneller the tunic’s owner was perhaps well-suited to the physical 
demands of the work, that he stayed behind speaks volumes for the individual himself. 
 
FOOTNOTES & REFERENCE 
The Australian War Memorial website is a good source for period Australian Graves Detachment 
photography.  Authority for the red bar patch (introduced in June 1919) can be found in AWM25 #89/8. 
 
Quotes; 
1. Keith Glyde ‘Distinguishing Colour Patches of the Australian Military Forces 1915-1951’. 
2. I also quote and recommend Julia Smart’s thesis ‘  “A sacred duty”: locating and creating Australian 

graves in the aftermath of the First World War’. (AWM Summer Scholars, 2016)  
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Cavalry in WWI – HAS Member Cathey Brimage 
 
I have always been a fan of military history, however once they stopped fighting with swords and wearing 
glamorous uniforms, I confess my interest waned significantly. The following was an attempt to examine the 
use of the sword in WW1, which inevitably ended up being a discussion on the last use of the British Cavalry. 

 
“Now’s your chance, Charles – after them with the sword!’ 
With a thunder of hooves, Hornby led 1st Troop in hot pursuit 
of the Germans, followed a short while later by 4th Troop. The 
Dragoon Guards caught up with the Germans – from the 4th 
Cuirassier Regiment – in the village of Casteau, but as well as 
the patrol they were also confronted by a large group of 
enemy cavalry. Undaunted, Hornby drew his sword and 
charged.” 
 
This describes the very first moment of the first major battle 
the British fought in the Great War: under the command of 
Captain Charles Hornby, the British cavalry charges, sabre 
drawn, against the German forces to achieve a brilliant victory 
in the Battle of Mons (21-09-1914).  
 
Major Charles Beck Hornby 

 

Born in Bangalore, India, on 7 February 1883 as the son of 
John Frederick Hornby of the 12th Lancers and Mary Ellen 
Beck. He was educated at Harrow and joined the 4th Dragoon 
Guards on 8 May 1901. He became a Lieutenant in 1903 and 

Captain in 1909 and served as the regiment’s adjutant from January 1911 to January 1914. When the First 
World War broke out, Hornby was made second in command of the C Squadron of the Dragoon Guards. On 
22 August he led a cavalry charge against German cavalrymen during which Drummer Edward Thomas fired 
the Great War’s first shot by a British soldier. 
The Royal Horse Guards Retreat from Mons, 1914 by Elizabeth Southerden Thompson Butler (1846–1933) 

 
As firearm technology continued to advance, it became clear the cavalry man swinging his sword in the air 
didn’t stand any chance against heavy artillery or machine guns. A terrible example of this is the Battle of 
Mussino (Russia) on the 17th of November 1941 where the fourth Mongolian cavalry division, counting about 
2000 horsemen, was slaughtered by the German artillery. Only a dozen Mongolian soldiers escaped while 
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not one German was hurt. They should have known better because in the Napoleonic wars, officers had 
already understood that a cavalry charge was unable to break a line of well-trained riflemen (Amberger, 
1999, p. 34). 
 

 
British cavalryman (1914-1918) Source: Mercury Press & Media Note the 1908 Troopers sword hung from the saddle. 

 
The traditional image of fighting during the Great War is that it happened with firepower and that close 
distance weapons – except maybe bayonets – only played a minor role. Of course, this is not completely 
accurate. When the situation called for hand-to-hand-combat, the dagger, bayonet or steel garrotte wire 
were all used. A much more popular weapon (though hardly elegant) in close combat was not the bayonet, 
but the trench shovel. It was filed to have razor sharpness and sometimes one edge was even serrated. This 
made it possible to use the shovel as a saw, but it also made the shovel wounds more serious than that of a 
bayonet or knife. 
 

https://hroarr.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/soldaat-met-paton-skewer1.jpg
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Trench Shovel with serrated blade - Source: Collection in Flanders Fields Museum, Ypres (Belgium) 

 
Cuirassiers in WW1 
 

 
Breastplates - Source: Collection in Flanders Fields Museum, Ypres (Belgium) 

 
Germany (10 regiments), Russia (4 regiments) and France (12 regiments) had units of cuirassiers: cavalry 
soldiers wearing a breast-and backplate, called a cuirass. Most of them wore their cuirass only in military 
parades, with the exception of the French soldiers. Though they looked impressive, the impact of the (French) 
cuirassiers was relatively small in the Great War because their shiny cuirass was not only bad protection 
against lethal bullets it also made the cuirassiers a beautiful target, as a result the French army 
commandment officially forbade the cuirass in battle actions. 
 

https://hroarr.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/DSC_0763.jpg
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French wounded cuirassier (postcard 1914) 

Cavalry on the Western Front 
During the First World War (1914-18), the firepower and defences of modern trench warfare meant that the 
cavalry could no longer deliver the decisive charges it had performed in the past. But it continued to carry 
out a variety of useful roles, both mounted and dismounted. 
 
Detecting the enemy 
Only one cavalry division arrived in France with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in August 1914. But it 
made a crucial contribution early on, helping to detect the advancing German First Army. This gave the BEF 
time to take up a defensive position along the Mons-Condee canal and temporarily halt the Germans on 23 
August. During the first few months of the war, the cavalry continued to be utilised in traditional roles - 
carrying out reconnaissance, guarding the BEF’s flanks, defending the rear, and charging approaching enemy 
formations. But things were beginning to change. 
 

 
1st Reserve Regiment of Cavalry in training, 1914 – Note guns in hand, swords in their scabbards 
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The Charge 
On 24 August 1914, the 9th Lancers and the 4th Dragoon Guards attempted a charge across an open field at 
Audregnies. Facing an unbroken German line of rifle, machine-gun and artillery fire, their ranks were 
decimated. Firepower had proven its effectiveness over courage that day and it was clear that the days of 
the mass cavalry charge were officially over. 
 

 
Captain Francis Grenfell leading the 9th Lancers at Audregnies 1914 

 
Firepower 
However, cavalrymen could also fight on foot. And they were trained to shoot with deadly effect like their 
infantry comrades. While they may have been armed with a sword or lance in 1914, cavalry troopers also 
carried the Short Magazine Lee Enfield Rifle. Cavalry units were also armed with Hotchkiss and Maxim 
machine guns, which provided additional mobile firepower. When they were accompanied by the guns of 
the Royal Horse Artillery, cavalry formations became even more formidable. 
 

 
'Hussars on the look out', 1914 
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Pattern 1908 cavalry sword, 1915 
 
 

Cavalry reconnaissance sketching board, 1913 

 

 
Cavalry and an aircraft returning from a patrol, 1914 

 
Mobile war 
The cavalry were able to fight in a mounted and dismounted role to great effect in a series of highly mobile 
holding actions at Le Cateau (26 August), Étreux (27 August), Cerizy (28 August), Néry (1 September), Crepy 
(1 September) and Villers-Cotterêts (1 September). They then fought in the Allied counterattacks on the 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 29 
 

Marne (5-12 September) and the Aisne (13-28 September), and during a period of mobile fighting from late 
September to the end of November 1914, known as the ‘Race to the Sea’. 
 
Mobile reserve 
Although static trench warfare set in following the First Battle of Ypres (20 October to 22 November 1914), 
cavalry units could still act as a fast and highly mobile reserve. During the Second Battle of Ypres (22 April-
25 May 1915), dismounted cavalry units helped plug the gap in the line following the German attack. 
 

 
'L' Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, at Néry, 1 September 1914 

 
Exploiting the breach 
Undoubtedly, cavalry lent itself more to mobile conflict rather than the stalemate of trench warfare. But the 
British High Command still believed that cavalry was needed to exploit any planned breakthrough. This ‘Big 
Push’ would bring the return of mobile warfare and the liberation of France and Belgium. Mounted units 
would exploit this breach using their superior speed to reach the enemy's rear positions and destroy supply 
and communications lines. Until that moment came, they could fight in a dismounted role. 
 
Expansion 
By 1915, the British cavalry force on the Western Front had grown to include three British divisions (1st, 2nd 
and 3rd), two Indian divisions (1st and 2nd), which arrived in November-December 1914, and the Canadian 
Cavalry Brigade, which arrived in April 1915. 
 
Waiting 
For the next three years, the typical cavalry experience consisted of periods of waiting and frustration. For 
example, on the morning of 15 July 1916, the 18th King George's Own Lancers were in position to follow up 
an infantry attack near Mametz on the Somme. However, the infantry's inability to make headway against 
the Germans resulted in the cavalry returning to the rear at the middle of the day. Attacks were planned, and 
cavalry were assembled in the area behind these attacks in the hope of following up a successful infantry 
advance. However, this did not come to pass. Instead, many cavalry soldiers continued serving as infantry. 
 
Work behind the lines 
The cavalry also had several important roles to play in the rear areas. These included traffic control, prisoner 
escort duties, mounted police work and helping to construct fortifications and trenches. 
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Smaller gains 
If the cavalry could not exploit a large-scale breakthrough, sometimes they could use their speed, mobility 
and dismounted firepower to support the infantry in establishing and then broadening smaller gaps secured 
in the enemy lines, as at Monchy-le-Preux near Arras (1917). Through these ‘bite and hold’ methods, some 
senior officers hoped that the cavalry might even help create the conditions for a major breakthrough. 
 
At Cambrai (1917), where four cavalry divisions saw action, the opportunities for a large breakthrough of 
tanks supported by cavalry proved illusory. Enemy resistance, communication difficulties and delays in 
sending forward reinforcements halted the advance. But the cavalry still played a vital role in reinforcing 
recently won positions and then helping resist German counterattacks. 
 

 
18th King George's Own Lancers near Mametz, 15 July 1916 
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20th Deccan Horse await the order to advance, 14 July 1916 
 
Mobility returns 
Following the German Spring Offensive (March 1918), and the Allied counterattack at Amiens (8-12 August), 
mobility returned to the Western Front. During the German advance, the cavalry helped stem their attacks, 
often acting as a mobile strike force sent to restore critical situations, and also fighting numerous rear-guard 
actions. 

 
Cavalry resting in a shell hole during the Battle of the Scarpe, 1917 

 
At Moreuil Wood, on 30 March 1918, parts of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade fought on foot with fixed 
bayonets, while a mounted squadron of Lord Strathcona’s Horse charged German infantry, crucially delaying 
their advance. 

 
Lord Strathcona’s Horse on the march, 1918 

 
‘I have been fighting hard for the last 48 hours to save Amiens but the only troops I have are the remnants of 
the 5th Army who are desperately tired and greatly demoralised but by dint of helping them with some cavalry 
at points where they have been hard pressed, we have so far been able to maintain our line’. 
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Letter from General Sir Henry Rawlinson to Lord Derby, 30 March 1918. 
 
Advance 
Eventually, the German offensive was defeated and the Allied victory at Amiens began the period known as 
the ‘Hundred Days’. This was a series of offensives along the line, which drove the Germans back until the 
Armistice in November. 
 
The cavalry now returned to a mounted and manoeuvrable role, working alongside armoured cars and new 
Whippet light tanks as screens for the advancing armies. Mounted units carried out reconnaissance to locate 
the retreating enemy, harried his forces and prevented the formation of a stable defensive line. 
 
‘The country was ideal for cavalry action and they took full advantage of the favourable conditions. In places 
they penetrated considerably beyond the Amiens outer defences, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy and 
capturing large numbers of prisoners and guns. 
 
General Sir Henry Rawlinson's report on cavalry operations, 28 August 1918. 
 
All arms 
Cavalry was now viewed increasingly as one of several mobile elements that also included aircraft, motor 
vehicles and bicycle mounted troops. Mounted units became part of a sophisticated and co-ordinated ‘all 
arms’ attack. During this period, the cavalry had some striking local successes. The 5th Dragoon Guards, for 
example, captured or killed over 700 Germans during an attack on soldiers disembarking from a troop train 
at Harbonniers on 8 August 1918. At Le Cateau on 9 October 1918, the Canadian Cavalry Brigade advanced 
eight miles (13km) across a three-mile front, capturing over 400 prisoners and 100 machine guns, along with 
several pieces of enemy artillery.  
 
Aftermath 
The importance of tanks, armoured cars and motor vehicles in the Allied victory of 1918 signalled that 
traditional cavalry roles were no longer needed. After the war, the High Command hoped to establish a small 
but highly mechanised army. But, in an era of economic retrenchment, the replacement of horses with tanks 
and other vehicles was somewhat piecemeal. Nevertheless, the Army reduced the number of cavalry 
regiments from 31 to 22. And in the late 1920s, these began mechanising, a process that was largely complete 
by the outbreak of the Second World War (1939-45). 
 

 
12th Royal Lancers crossing the German frontier, December 1918 

 
Reference 
Amberger, J.C. (1999): The secret history of the sword: Adventures in ancient martial arts. Multi-Media Books, 
Burbank. 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 33 
 

SMALL SWORDS OF THE ROYAL NAVY CIVIL BRANCHES 1825-1832 – 

HAS Member Dr John Bird 
 
When new uniform regulations were introduced in 1825, the civil branches of the Royal Navy were to wear 
small swords. The reasons behind this pattern seem to be that such a sword better reflected the roles of 
these branches than a fighting weapon. 
 
The swords generally had a triangular blade, often blue and gilt, gilt brass hilt with black grip on which was 
mounted a tablet bearing the engraved badge of the appropriate branch. They had a flat oval shield with 
double quillons and small pas d’ane rings. This shield was sometimes in two parts, one half being hinged so 
that it could be folded when the sword was worn to fit closer to the side so as not to damage the coat. 
 
The badges were: 
 
1. An anchor with a snake entwined around it 

for the medical branch.  
 
This badge was previously that of the old Sick 
and Hurt Board. The Navy List for 1/1/1825 
lists 1208 physicians, surgeons and assistant 
surgeons. During the next seven years a 
further 252 assistant surgeons entered 
service making a possible 1460 eligible to 
wear the sword. The number acquired would 
have been less due to fifty surgeons being 
retired and by the age of some of the senior 
men. 
 

2. Crossed anchors for the pursers.  
 
722 pursers were listed on 1/1/1825 and 62 
more entered in the next 7 years, making a 
possible total of 784 swords. 
 

3. A crown above an anchor for secretaries to 
flag-officers. 
 
Only 24 men served as secretaries during this 
period. However, two of these, a captain and 
a commander may have worn swords 
appropriate to their rank, thus reducing the 
possible number of secretaries 
swords. 

 
Naval Surgeons sword collection of the 

Author 

 
In 1832 the civilian branches were 
given the same swords as the rest of 
the navy. 
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Small Sword, Civil Branches, 1825 -1832 
 

 
 

Badges of the Civil Branches. Left to right: Purser, crossed, fouled anchors (the badge of the Victualling Office); 
Secretary crowned fouled anchor; Surgeon, snake twined around anchor. 

 
1825 – 32 Button for surgeons’ physicians 

 
The 1825 uniform was the first for which illustrated dress 
regulations are available. The wool coat had specific 
insignia on the buttons and embroidered on the collar as 
illustrated by the surgeon’s full-dress coat along with his 
beaver felt cocked hat of warrant officer’s pattern. 
 
Trousers of white linen or blue cloth were now permitted 
as an alternative to white pantaloons or breeches for all 
commissioned officers in undress uniform. Warrant 
Officers might wear them in full-dress as well. A special 
undress sea-duty uniform was introduced, Officers 
provide their own uniforms. 
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Webley Fosbery Model 1902 – HAS Member Les McKessar 
 

The inventor of this automatically revolved cylinder pistol, was not the first 
to come up with the idea. A similar revolving arm was produced by Mauser 
in 1878, known today as the “zig-zag” revolver. However, Fosbery was the 
first, and to my knowledge, the only patentee for a firearm to have won the 
Victoria Cross. He received this gallantry award for his heroic actions as a 
British Lieutenant Colonel in India in 1863. 
 
Lieutenant Colonel George Vincent Fosbery VC 
 
The idea behind the automatic revolver is that, upon firing, the gun can be 
fired again immediately with a controlled shot. There was no need to re-
cock the hammer as in a single-action, or give a long trigger pull as in a 
double-action. Both of these actions can spoil aim. As mentioned, Mauser 
first used this idea, but the cartridges he used were somewhat 

underpowered and only used black-powder, whereas the cartridges used in the Fosbery used cordite. This 
meant a heavier bullet with good stopping power could be used. These pistols were first marketed in 1901 
in .455” calibre and later in .38” calibre. They were produced by the Webley and Scott Revolver and Arms 
Company of Birmingham. Approximately 4,700 were made. 
 
Revolving and cocking of the cylinder is by means of two pins. One is on the top of the frame, extending down 
into a cylinder track, the other, mounted on the main frame and extending up into the same cylinder track. 
As the entire top section – frame, cylinder and barrel – are a separate unit, the recoil drives the entire unit 
backwards, revolving and re-cocking automatically. Loading is the Webley top-break system, operated by a 
lever on the left of the frame. Empty cases are ejected upon reopening the action. Should a cartridge fail to 
fire, a very rare occurrence, the hammer can be drawn back manually and tried again.  
 
The grips on both models made, M1901 and M1902, were of wood or vulcanite, and the grips on this model 
1902 are of two piece vulcanite. Many Fosberys were privately purchased by British officers during WW1, 
however it was never officially adopted by the Army because of its unreliability in wartime conditions of mud 
and rain. The serial number is “4434” and it is stamped “Webley Fosbery” and “.455 cordite”, as well as the 
Webley “Flying Bullet” logo. The top barrel flat is marked “P. Webley and Son. London & Birmingham”. It also 
has Birmingham proofs and inspection marks.  
 
These guns are a pleasure to fire, with the 
recoil less than a standard revolver using 
the same ammunition. 
Statistics:- The barrel is 6” long, rifled in 
.455” cf. calibre. The overall length is 10½”, 
with a weight of 2lb 6oz. 
 
References:- 
Pollard’s History of Firearms, Blair, 1983, 
P375-376. 
Handguns of the World, Ezell, 1981, P487-
490.  
Revolving Arms, Taylerson, 1967, P82-83. 
The Handgun, Boothroyd”. 1988, P363 
“The Webley Story”, Dowell, 1987, P127-
136 
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UMBEYLA CAMPAIGN By Captain FOSBERY, V.C. 
 
Extract from a LECTURE. Friday, April 12th, 1867. THE UMBEYLA. CAMPAIGN. By Captain FOSBERY, V.C.  

Her Majesty’s Bengal Staff Corps. 
 
The ostensible cause of this war was the insolent conduct of a body of Hindostanee Mussulmen, fanatics of 
the Wahabee sect, under chiefs named Moolvie Abdoola and Syud Mobaruck Shah. This body of men, 
recruited from lower Bengal, and further strengthened by the presence of rebel sepoys, who had escaped 
their just chastisement at the time of the great mutiny, had taken up their residence at Mulkah, a town on 
‘’one of the lower spurs of the Mahabun mountain, or ‘hill’ of the mighty forest,” as its name stands 
translated into English. This colony, whose earlier history is well told in Cunningham’s history of the Sikhs, 
until the year 1858, had been placed at Sittana, within sight of our frontier (the opposite bank of the Indus). 
From this point they crossed the river by night, harried our villages, drove off our cattle, and carried away 
the wealthiest men for ransom into the fastnesses of the hill. This became unendurable, and in that year a 
force was placed under the command of Sir Sidney Cotton for their chastisement. 
 
Crossing the river, he captured and burned the village, and bound by treaty the surrounding tribes, to prevent 
the return of the colony that had, with few exceptions, escaped. They soon built a new town at Mulkah, in 
the heart of the Mahabun, and for a time remained quiet. But it was well known to our frontier men, that 
the behaviour of this colony, placed beyond our borders, was but the manifestation of the sentiments of the 
fanatics within it, by whose contributions it was maintained, and by whose orders it acted; and the Umballa 
State trials of 1864 showed conclusively how widely-spread was the conspiracy, how perfect was the 
organisation, and how well prepared the treason of those who planted this thorn in our side. 
 
It might have been well to have let them live as a political barometer, had this been the only point in 
question—two thousand enemies, more or less, being of little consequence to our Indian Army. But when to 
Sittana and commenced plundering on our territories, drilling on the one side of the Indus, and firing at our 
troops on the other, it became evident that something must be done. 
 
This conduct did not only mean that some few fanatics were getting troublesome, but it meant also that the 
tribes on our border were becoming careless of treaty, and defiant of our power, and might any day join in 
the depredations, and share the plunder of the lawless colony, all participation in whose actions, however, 
they as yet disavowed. It also meant that a disaffection was spreading within our own territories, and as we 
had not then the clue to the soul of the question, it became necessary to apply an adequate punishment to 
the body represented by this Sittana colony, and act on mind, as has been so often done before, by dealing 
with matter. 
 
The question then arose, how were they to be reached and effectively punished, placed as they were in the 
immediate neighbourhood of powerful tribes, whom it was undesirable to provoke, and with whom they 
might take sanctuary and so escape. A glance at the plan of the position they occupied will show the 
difficulties under which we laboured. 
 
Mulkah, their settlement, was most strongly situated in a cup, or hollow, high on one of the spurs of the great 
Mahabun mountain. This mountain, by some supposed to be the Hill Aornos, which cost Alexander the Great 
more than two years of fighting and a large pro-portion of his army, is situated in a bend of the Indus, isolated 
from the remainder of the chain of hills, on the one side by the Chumla valley, and on the other by the plains 
of the Eusofzaie, our proposed base of operations. 
 
Could it be possible then, without serious resistance, to gain the line of the Chumla Valley holding the 
Eusofzaie, as we did, on the one hand, and the fords of the Indus on the other, the colony, and, as we hoped, 
the war, would be confined to this comer; and to the attitude assumed by its tribes, the Koodookehl and 
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Judoons, which would almost certainly be hostile, the force to be sent against them could afford to be 
indifferent. 
 
Not so as to the other tribes, however, who were warlike, numerous, and formidable, the best swordsmen 
and the best marksmen on the frontier and but few amongst whom had, from past experience, learned to 
respect our military power, or dreamed of the extent of our resources. With the Boneyr tribe, indeed, we 
had been always on good terms, and with them our line of route would bring us most nearly in contact. But 
it soon became known that the colony, hearing of what was probably in store for them, had sent out 
emissaries amongst the tribes for the purpose of arousing the fanaticism, always latent in the mind of every 
Mahomedan, however lax his religion, and the fears and jealousies of a naturally suspicious and jealous race. 
There was an excitement amongst them which might possibly be allayed, but on the other hand, easily 
increased into active hostility. Fanaticism, moreover, is one of the most capricious as well as the most 
formidable of human motives. 
 
The problem, therefore, was to reach the Chumla Valley with as little offence to any one as possible, having 
done which, every hour’s march would remove us further and further from those to whom it was inexpedient 
that offence should be given. There were two ways of doing this, either by the Durrun pass or that of 
Umbeyla. The use of the Durrun pass, from the nature of the country, would entail more labour on the troops. 
That of the Umbeyla offered a greater offence to the tribes with whom we desired to remain on good terms, 
for it was the one communication between the key of the Boneyr country and the plains below, and the 
Goroo Mountain, which rose from the stream at the bottom of the pass, to a height of 6,000 feet on its 
northern side was exclusively theirs, while the pass itself they considered exclusively their own also. That we 
had foreseen this difficulty was proved by the means taken to overcome, or rather get round it. 
 
The force to be employed, consisted of some 5,600 men of all arms, including the 71st Highlanders, 101st 
Bengal Fusiliers, half battery of Royal Artillery, under Captain Griffin, the Huzara and Peshawur Mountain 
Train guns, 100 sabres of Colonel Probyn’s famous regiment of Horse, 100 of the Guide Cavalry, 4 regiments 
of Punjaub Infantry, 1 of Goorkahs, and the 32nd Bengal Native Infantry. It assembled at Nowakilla, in the 
Eusofzaie, on the 12th of October 1863, and General Sir N. Chamberlain 
assumed the command on the 17th. 
 
The greatest secrecy was observed, not as to its objects, but as to the means to be taken for attaining them. 
The Durrun Pass had been the one selected by Sir Sidney Cotton for an expedition into the Mahabun in the 
year 1858. It was but six miles distant from the camp at Nowakilla, and through the tribes prepared for 
defence at both points, it was natural that they should suppose we would select this one in preference to the 
other. 
 
In order to confirm them in this opinion, a small force under Major, now Colonel, Keyes was sent to encamp 
opposite its mouth, and this manoeuvre was instantly followed by a concentration of the enemy, who began 
stockading the pass, and showed themselves in large numbers on the hills flanking it. On the night of the 19th 
of October, General Chamberlain broke up his camp; and transmitting orders to Colonel Keyes to join him at 
Pernouli, and a proclamation to the Boneyr tribe, assuring them of our friendly intentions towards 
themselves, he marched on Roortum Bazaar, en route for Umbeyla. 
 
His march was well contrived, a description of it therefore may not be uninteresting. A night march is always 
an uncertain and trying thing; but by forethought and good management, the troubles of this were reduced 
to a minimum still it had its disadvantages. In night marching, there is always, first of all, the difficulty of 
getting clear of camp. In India it is a scene of most extraordinary, and at first apparently hopeless confusion. 
The groaning of camels, the unparliamentary language of men who break their shins against tent pegs, or 
tumble over ropes, the shouts of those unfortunates who have lost their regiments, horses, or servants in 
the darkness, mixed up with the blows of mallets on the tent pegs, and words of command from every 
possible direction, make a din that must be heard to be appreciated ; even after the fall in and when every 
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man is in his place, the guides are generally missing, and on this occasion were so, long enough to deserve 
the fervent blessings of the entire force, which they duly received as they went to the front. 
 
At last, the advance sounded, Field Officers mounted, the British subaltern threw away his cheroot and fell 
in, and the long column was off, steering to the N.N.E., through a dark and cloudless night, and feeling its 
way at the rate of some two and three-quarter miles an hour. The night was cold, and the wind from the hills 
bitter and piercing. The road, a village track at best, gradually became merged in fields and cultivation. But 
presently, at half a mile distance, a bright light, like a star, flashed oat, and gradually grew larger and brighter, 
and on this the march was directed. As we advanced, a second and a third appeared at regular distances. The 
first soon resolved itself into a blazing fire of dry thorns, sheltered by a mat screen from the wind and the 
view of the hills. Round it were seated some four or five gipsy-looking men. These rose as the force came up, 
and, shaking back their long hair, gazed in undisguised wonder at the great moving cloud of dust, out of which 
flashed into their circle of light, now the long teams and bright appointments of the heavy field battery, now 
the red coats and white helmets of the British line, the Khaki uniforms of the frontier force, or the blue 
turbans and glittering lance points of Probyn’s horse. Then, as the last of the column passed, they turned and 
dashed out the fire, whilst another and another springing up beyond, defined the distant road, and guided 
the force from light to light till the morning. Here and there a deep sandy ravine occurred, when strong 
working parties of Europeans, with drag ropes, ran the guns down and up the steep banks, and kept all going. 
At last came the chill wind that always precedes the first streak of day, so well known to everyone who has 
marched by night in India ; then a greyish light, and the first note of some wild bird from the jungle, and then 
the jagged hill line began to show out, high against the eastern sky, like a ruined wall, seemingly close to us. 
Presently the day broke, the force mounted a long slope, and halted in echelon of regiments on high ground 
above Roostum Bazaar, having travelled about eleven and a half miles since starting. After a hasty meal’ and 
deliberate pipe, we were off again, leaving the round towers and mud walls of Roostum to the left, and 
changing direction more to the eastward, we pushed through the lower grounds towards the base of the 
hills. These soon began to close in on either hand. A glance to the right showed us the baggage of Keyes’ 
column winding through an opening in the lower range and looking picturesque enough in the blue misty air 
of the early morning. At last, we entered a long, broad valley, which narrowed gradually as we proceeded, 
till, after crossing a small clear stream at Surkhowa, we were fairly in the mouth of the Umbeyla Pass. 
 
The pass proved to be nine miles in length, and was for the last portion of it, intricate and difficult. Nor was 
it possible to maintain much military order, except at the very slowest pace. Here was seen a mule being dug 
out of a crevice by sappers, while II. M. Infantry halted and swore at the delay: there a jamb of mountain 
train ammunition or stores, the beasts kicking and screaming twenty deep in an angle of the water. Now a 
few inexperienced men would push forward in a likely direction on the flanks, and being brought up by 
impenetrable jungle, or the edge of a precipice, return growling. Then a block would occur to the front, when 
the entire force sat down to drink cold water or smoke the pipe of patience. Fortunately, there were none to 
hinder. Had the enemy occupied in any force any one of the formidable defensive positions which the pass 
offered, there might have been trouble; for once a false alarm of fighting, to the front, showed how difficult 
it would have been to have united the troops in any part of the pass for attack or resistance. But the brunt 
of what little fighting took place, had been borne by the advanced column, who had crowned the heights on 
both sides of the gorge, and proceeded according to the established rules of mountain warfare. 
 
As the hills bounding the road were frequently intersected at right angles by almost impassable ravines, it 
was at first sight a puzzle to us how this was managed so quickly and efficiently as to keep the leading column 
well in advance of those that followed, and the pass at the same time entirely free for them. 
 
The process was pretty and soldierlike: two of the leading companies were pushed up on either flank, the 
enemy if disposed to be trouble- some, got a shell from the mountain train, then the infantry charged, and 
cleared them out, and that pair of hills was safe. Coming down at their leisure, the men fell in in rear of the 
column, whilst two more companies ascended the next hills in their turn and covered the advance, which 
was steady and well conducted, as might have been expected from its leaders. At last, the force reached and 
occupied the most formidable gorge of the pass, at that point whence its streams flow two different ways, 
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to the rear to join the Cabul River, to the front to traverse the Chumla Valley and fall into the Indus under the 
dark shadows of the black mountain. Then, however the march ended, neither guns commissariat, nor 
baggage having arrived; nor was all fully up until four days afterwards. Those four days were sufficient to 
complete the combinations and assemble the forces of the tribes whom the route chosen, had exasperated, 
and the two miles of that march unfinished on the 21st of October, remained so until the 16th of December, 
two months later. 

 
Umbeyla Pass, India 1863 

 
Pending however the arrival of the baggage, on the 22nd of October, General Chamberlain sent out a party 
of cavalry under Colonel Probyn, to reconnoitre in the plains beyond, sappers to improve the road by which 
the force was to reach them, and a regiment of infantry to occupy the pass in front during both operations. 
The cavalry avoiding the village of Umbeyla, which practically, though not geographically, belonged to 
Boneyr, took the southern side of the plain and proceeded as far as Kagah without resistance, finding the 
road practicable for troops of all arms. On their way they perceived large bodies of the tribes assembled at 
the Boneyr pass, who however professed their intentions to be peaceable unless an attempt should be made 
to enter their pass or country. 
 
The time occupied in the reconnaissance however was sufficient to change their resolutions, and on the 
return of the cavalry, Colonel Probyn found himself opposed by a considerable body of the enemy, posted in 
strong ground to dispute his return. He therefore on their commencing to fire, at once charged them 
vigorously, cutting his way through them and went up to camp. The sappers and the 20th Native Infantry 
then became engaged, and Colonel Brownlow was followed in the dark and difficult ravine, by a large body 
of the enemy, who not only fired continually, but closed with the rear guard, sword in hand, at every moment. 
 
Two miles of this work brought him to the pickets of the camp, and these in their turn becoming engaged, a 
heavy night attack followed, blood was shed on both sides, and we were at once committed to a war with 
the tribes, of which no one could guess the extent. To have advanced now would have been to abandon the 
line of communication by the Umbeyla pass to the mercy of the Boneyr tribe. And to take the line of the 
Chumla Valley after abandoning it, would have been to place the force between the Boneyr tribe and their 
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allies on the one hand, and the tribes of the Mahabun on the other, with an unknown country, whose physical 
difficulties had already been found to be formidable enough, increased ten-fold by the hostility of’ these 
tribes in rear. 
 

 
This small camp was typical of the picketing that was required to guard the main British force. Firefights would frequently 
break out with local tribesmen. 

 
The Umbeyla pass was said by those who had seen both, to be the more formidable than that terrible Khyber 
Pass so disastrous to the army of Cabul ; the Mahabun mountain was absolutely un-known. Under these 
circumstances General Chamberlain decided, and doubtless most wisely, to maintain his communications 
with his base, and suffering himself to be attacked where he stood, to give the tribes a proof of our power, 
which should convince them of the helplessness of long withstanding it. He accordingly- took up a position 
on the crest of the pass and pushed up outposts on his flanks on either side, giving orders that these posts 
should be strengthened by stockades or breastworks as far as possible. He also ordered up the troops 
necessary for keeping open his communications, and placing his guns in position, remained for a time on the 
defensive. 
 
The situation was truly a peculiar one. The small portion of the pass occupied by the force (about 200 yards 
in width at that point), and filled with huge rocks in every direction, was dominated on both sides by almost 
precipitous hills; 1,500 feet up, the distance between them was only 800 yards, which gives a fair idea of their 
sharp angle of ascent. 
 
From below, the ridges immediately commanding the camp were plainly visible, and on these it was proposed 
at first to establish out-posts, but on reaching these points, it was discovered that they in their turn were 
dominated by strong positions further up in the hills, and it thus became necessary to push post after post, 
into the mountains one either hand until the process was only stopped at the Eagle’s Nest, on the left flank, 
and the Crag picket on the right by the impossibility of adequately relieving or supporting the troops at 
greater distances. As it was, no relief from below could reach the Crag picket in less than 45 minutes, nor the 
Eagle’s Nest in less than one hour from the time of leaving the camp below, and as these posts were invisible 
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from thence, assistance when required must be sent for, which practically doubled the distance. Roads too 
had to be made to connect these posts and breastworks for their defence, and the work entailed great fatigue 
on a large proportion of the force. 
 
But whilst the inefficiency of his carriage, together with the unforeseen difficulties of the pass had so far 
thrown out the General’s calculations, as to place him in an almost purely defensive position, the dangers of 
that position were unfortunately augmented by the nature of the defences constructed. When timber, earth, 
or stone is available in large quantities, it ought not to be difficult on favourable ground to throw up such a 
defence as might be held against any enemy unprovided with artillery. 
 
The examples we have seen of Bootaneese bamboo forts, Burmese stockades, or New Zealand pahs, show 
that the merest savages know how to do this, and to do it well. We however, as a rule, I fear, neglect such 
precautions, and over-confident in our arms and courage, often content ourselves by placing the smallest 
and most unscientific obstacles between ourselves and our enemies. The slight dry-stone walls at first built 
here, barely covered their defenders from the enemy’s fire, in some cases the troops inside could scarcely 
fire over them, in others the enemy could flank defence on the one hand, and defilade on the other were 
almost entirely neglected. 
 
These little posts were too often constructed rather with regard to the immediate presence of materials and 
natural form of the ground, than to its defence, and the garrisons who occupied them suffered accordingly. 
The Eagle’s Nest picket lost half its garrison from the enemy’s fire during four hours from these causes alone, 
and the Crag picket, though strongly garrisoned, was twice taken by the enemy, simply because no flanking 
fire on any one of its faces was provided for. The moment such fire was obtained by building of a trifling 
outwork, the enemy ceased at once to attempt it. 
 
We are strong, well armed, and well disciplined, and knowing ourselves to be so, we are too apt to forget 
that fanaticism, the elan of a body of men who are content to die for one good blow at their enemy, will 
often give them for a moment a superiority over the best troops in the world. It has often been asked why 
do tyrants so rarely die by the hand of the assassin. The answer is simply because no conspirator can be 
found, notwithstanding all declarations to the contrary, who will undertake to fire the shot or plant the 
dagger, with the clear understanding that his death, without hope of escape, must follow the next instant. 
All hope to get off somehow, and the act of looking back mars the enterprise. 
 
But amongst the fanatics of India, you will find hundreds of men who will band themselves together with the 
very purpose and intention of gaining a death at your hands, so long as they can kill you. They accept and 
triumph in the death itself, without arrière pensée of any kind, and thus become enemies not to be despised 
by the most skilful and bravest soldiers. 
 
Of this character were some of those who opposed the force under General Chamberlain and to their reckless 
bravery are to be attributed many of the casualties that took place. In some instances, they actually clutched 
the muzzles of the cannon, cutting desperately at the gunners, in others they threw themselves fearlessly at 
the slight breastworks, leaping sword in hand, amongst their defenders, and either becoming the leaders of 
a successful assault, or dying the glorious death they fairly earned. 
 
On the 26th of October, the enemy attempted the extreme right of camp, but were detected in the act by 
Colonel Keyes, who soon after daylight took the initiative, and drove them along the crest of the ridge from 
one position to another, until they finally took post at a place known afterwards as the Conical Hill. As they 
were in great force and he had but 200 men he halted on the ridge opposite at a distance of about 650 yards 
and sent to camp for reinforcements. These, consisting of mountain train guns, European marksmen, and a 
Goorkah regiment, owing to the distance, did not arrive until nearly two o’clock. 
 
The range of the enemy’s position having been then ascertained by means of rifle shell, and fuzes cut and 
adjusted accordingly, marksmen were placed in position, and given their distance; the guns masked by 
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sections moving in front of them, were dragged by hand into position. The sections then suddenly wheeled 
back, and the guns and marksmen opened at once on the top of the hill. The effect was almost instantaneous; 
the enemy completely taken by surprise at the weight and accuracy of the fire so suddenly brought to bear 
on then, began to waver, when Colonel Keyes, at the head of his regiment, dashed across the plain, stormed 
the position, and ‘drove the enemy pell-mell in the direction of Laloo, capturing a standard, and cutting them 
up in the operation and several of the force, then returned to camp. 
 
The men of Colonel Keyes’ regiment, the old Cokes Rifles, so distinguished at Delhi, performed a sort of war 
dance round the captured standard, to the music of the sirinai, an instrument in sound much resembling the 
bagpipe, the Europeans loudly cheering them as they marched past. An officer paused to look at this 
performance and admire the fine physique and warlike bearing of these wild soldiers. Ah, said another, “you 
are astonished at this ; that’s only a standard they have there. At Delhi these Pathans used to do the same 
thing, but they did it round the heads of their enemies.” 
 
Though beaten however, the enemy were not discouraged ; they had arranged for a simultaneous attack on 
both flanks of the camp, but somehow the Boneyr people failed to keep to their engagement, which gave 
great offence to their allies. The next day, however, the former determined to redeem their pledge, and 
threatened the Eagle’s Nest and pickets on the Goroo mountain in great force. The General, therefore, 
reinforced these posts, placing the left defences under Colonel Vaughan. High above the Eagle’s Nest picket 
placed on the extreme right of the line of defence stood a large sunga or breastwork of stone, which 
commanded that work, whilst its entire face was subject to enfilade. To its left and at a lower level was a line 
of troops, posted amongst broken ground, whose left flank rested on a knoll, on which were placed the 
mountain train guns. Presently the enemy gave a great shout, and waving their swords and standards, rushed 
down to the attack, their marksmen dropping into every place of shelter, and firing rapidly to cover the 
advance of the sword and spear men, who came up to the attack with great boldness ; but between the base 
of the slope and the rocks on which the picket was placed, was a little plain, some 80 yards in width, and here 
they became fully exposed to the fire from the work, which was so close, accurate, and deadly, that four 
hours’ fighting left them foiled, with a loss of some 300 killed or wounded. The European marksmen alone 
are said to have put hors de combat 180 men, losing 7 of their own number, whilst an English officer and 40 
other men lay killed or wounded inside the post, being nearly half the number originally employed for its 
defence. 
 
This action necessitated a far stronger occupation of the slopes of the Goroo Mountain, and still further 
weakened the force in the valley below. Breastworks were now built across the ravine at the two extremities 
of the camp, batteries constructed, and guns placed in position for their defence, and stone walls run up for 
a considerable distance into the hills on either bank, to cover the troops employed. 
 
On the following day the Boneyr men came in under a flag of truce, asking permission to carry off their dead. 
They did not seem humbled or beaten frankly admitted their defeat, but, pointing towards the great 
mountain, said there were many warriors there to take the place of those they were now carrying for 
sepulture to the burial-places of their fathers. Certain, however, it was, that some of their principal men had 
fallen in the assault, and there were vacancies at their council fires, which the tribe could ill afford. They now 
established a series of small posts on inaccessible points of the hill, outside the defences, and searched out 
with an accurate and constant fire the greatest part of the camp, causing several casualties, and especially 
annoying Captain Griffin’s battery. To this fire it was extremely difficult to reply with effect, and the 
marksmen of the European regiments were constantly employed in this service. 
 
On the 30th, having previously received large accessions of force, with whom came also the Ackhoond of 
Swat, a spiritual leader, whose position as regards these tribes is compared, by Sir N. Chamberlain, to that of 
the Pope of Rome towards Catholic countries, they planned a simultaneous attack on the right, left, and 
centre of the position. That on the left, or Eagle’s Nest, was abandoned on the failure of the other two, which 
were, however, delivered with great energy and considerable judgment. 
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The Crag picket, which you see in the sketch here, had hitherto been only occupied by Colonel Keyes (whose 
position is shown below) as a post of observation, and on the night of the 29th was occupied by twelve men 
only. The enemy, however, seeing its importance and the command which its possession would give them, 
approached it towards morning, overpowered and drove out the feeble garrison, and occupied the summit 
of the rocks with some 250 men, the remainder waiting on the ridges in the neighbourhood to take advantage 
of the confusion which their fire must produce 
at daylight in the posts below. 
 
The nine survivors of the picket, however, 
retreated only as far as the rocks at the base of 
the Crag itself, and, opening fire on the enemy 
above, who were busy strengthening their 
position, called loudly for support. 
 
Colonel Keyes at once answered this appeal. 
Taking with him an officer and ten of his own 
men, he proceeded to join them, directing his 
adjutant, Lieutenant Pitcher, to bring up more 
men as fast as they could be got together. 
 
By dawn he had with him some seventy-five 
men at the foot of ‘the rocks, on whom the 
enemy poured a continuous and heavy fire, 
hurling down at the same time huge stones, 
which caused several severe hurts. 
 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 48 April 2021 Magazine | P a g e 46 
 

As soon as it was light enough to distinguish friend from foe, and his left flank was covered by Colonel 
Brownlow’s corps, who moved out into the ravine below, he divided his force into two parties, gave the order 
to fix swords, and sounded the charge. The Pathans gave a wild shout of “Allah ! Allah !” (in the name of God) 
and rushed at the Crag, scrambling like cats from rock to rock, by ways through which but one man could 
pass at a time, in the face of a hot fire and heavy shower of rocks and stones. 
 
This daunted some of the men and Lieutenant Pitcher who was leading at the time being stunned’ by a heavy 
stone, but two officers, Colonel Keyes and another, and about twenty-five men, arrived at the summit where 
they became engaged in an exciting hand-to-hand conflict. Colonel Keyes was severely wounded, but the 
place was won. The nature of the struggle may be judged of from the fact that sixty of the enemy’s killed and 
wounded were left on the ground, three standards captured, and the rest of their force was so much 
discouraged by the action as to retire from that flank altogether. Meantime an attack had been made on the 
front of the camp, which was repulsed by the 71st and 101st regiments, aided by the fire of the guns in 
position, and a dashing charge made by the Goorkahs, in which, however, the latter suffered severely. Their 
dead, when brought in, were found to have been shockingly mutilated *by the enemy, and from this time it 
came to be an understood thing, that in this war, quarter would neither be asked nor granted on either side. 
 
A story is told of an officer who, seeing a stir upon the hill side amongst the European troops sent out to the 
scene of an action fought two days before, and a large group assembled about some object on the ground, 
ascended a rock above them to learn the cause. A curious sight presented itself. In the centre lay the 
mutilated body of a slain comrade, and at its head stood a non-commissioned officer with a Testament in his 
hand. Man after man came up, and to each was ad-ministered a solemn oath that from that day out they 
would neither save nor spare but pay that debt to the uttermost. 
 
That oath was afterwards well kept, and many a tall Pathan recreant sepoy and fanatic Moslem read his fate 
in the stern eyes and pale compressed lips of those who had sworn to give no mercy. The enemy’s attacks 
now became intermittent, and for a curious reason. Before dying it behoves every good Mussulman to repeat 
a short prayer, failing which his soul is exposed to vexatious delays and inconveniences on its road to 
paradise. An exemption to this rule is, however, permitted should his death take place on his Sabbath, our 
Friday. 
 
In their wars with one another, the sword or small matchlock ball was seldom so instantly fatal as to preclude 
the performance of this rite. Our bullets, shrapnel shot, and shell, were, however, on trial, found to be less 
considerate, and many a pious Mussulman pined in the cold, outside that heaven he had died to win. There 
was but one remedy, and in future they fought their more considerable actions on their Sabbath only. 
 
This arrangement proved welcome to the force. The change of base was affected, Pemouli being selected as 
the depot in place of Roostum Bazaar, and the Pass of Kanpoor made practicable for the communication, to 
replace that of Umbeyla, which it was proposed to abandon. Preparations also were made for transferring 
the whole force from the ravine itself and the heights of the Goroo Mountain, to a position on the south side 
of the pass at the head of this road, and communications were pushed on towards the plain in advance, for 
the future use of the force. 
 
To do this with safety, strong covering parties were sent out to cover the working parties and sappers 
employed. A Friday intervening, however, during the continuance of these operations, these parties placed 
at a considerable distance from camp, from which also they were separated by deep and all but impassable 
ravines, became surrounded by the enemy, and only regained the position with the loss of their leader, Major 
Harding, who, refusing to leave his wounded to the mercy of the enemy, paid for his chivalry with his life, of 
Ensign Murray, of the 71st, and Lieutenant Dougal, of the 79th, who were both killed, besides 34 others killed, 
and 37 wounded. Amongst the latter were Oliphant, of the Goorkahs, a man of a name famous in India, and 
the gallant Battye, of the Guides, brother of that Battye who like him was struck down in the fore front of 
battle, and whose latest words when dying were “ Dulce et decorum est pro patriamori.” His conduct, and 
that of other officers on the summit of the hill, alone saved the covering parties from a more serious disaster 
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; and it was not until late at night that all returned to camp. Thence could be seen bodies of the enemy with 
torches, following on the line of the retreat, slaying the wounded, and plundering the dead. Stragglers now 
and then arrived ; and one man, a private of the 71st, who had been stunned by a heavy fall amongst the 
rocks, did not arrive until dawn on the following morning, having escaped, by what seems almost a miracle, 
the parties of the enemy who patrolled the sides of the hills. 
 
This was the first success which the enemy were able to obtain, and it encouraged them proportionably. 
After this, however, there was again a pause, during which the enemy received reinforcements from Bajour 
and the more distant tribes, and their parades on the level ground near Umbeyla became imposing by their 
strength, and picturesque, from the numbers of gaily coloured silk standards which they carried, and the 
costumes of the different mountain men. On the night of the 12th of November they attacked the Crag picket, 
which had been greatly enlarged, and now contained 160 men ; and from nine o’clock in the evening until 
three in the morning, to the number of some 3,000 men, used every effort to force the post, Colonel 
Brownlow, who had before so successfully defended the Eagle’s Nest, was, however, in command, and 
judging by the attitude of the enemy that an attack was imminent, further strengthened the position, during 
the last few hours of daylight, by every means in his power. He threw up traverses to intercept the heavy 
enfilade fire from the opposite ridge, 400 yards distant, and by dusk had every man in his place, and prepared 
for the coming attack. Presently Captain Hughes’ guns from the position in rear, threw a couple of shell into 
the enemy’s watch fires, which they at once quitted, and descended into the ravine below. here they were 
sheltered from the fire of the work, and nothing but a dull murmur told the defenders that a numerous 
enemy, bent on attack, lay within 80 yards of their slight defences. 
 
Now and then could be heard some impatient chief marshalling his followers for attack, and, last of all, the 
deep voices of the Moolahs, or priests, who blessed their “ enfants perdus,” and promised the joys of paradise 
to those about to die. Then a pause, and then arose a shrill, wild cry, so wild and shrill that for a moment no 
one recognized it as the war cry of the Moslem “Allah ! Allah I” but it was instantly taken up by 3,000 deep 
voices, and, with a wild shout, their heavy column quitted its cover and rushed at the breastwork. 
 
Colonel Brownlow waited their approach and then suddenly poured into the mass a fire so close and deadly, 
that nothing living could face it, and perforce they retired ; in half an hour they returned to the attack and 
were repulsed as before. Again, and again, they attempted to storm, and still the fire of the works mowed 
them down as they came to close quarters. At last, making a most determined attack on both sides of the 
weakest angle of the post at once, hurling large stones on its defenders, whom they confused and 
overwhelmed by the suddenness and vigour of this new mode of attack, they got at the wall itself, pulled it 
down, threw the stones on the defenders within and were masters of the corner. 
 
Many men of the garrison commenced to retreat, but Colonel Brownlow, calling for volunteers and getting 
but four or five, rushed at the place, turned the invaders out, rebuilt the wall, and held it for the remainder 
of the night. The guns also from their position, 250 yards in rear, guided, as to range and direction, by voice 
from the post, opened fire, throwing shell over the top of the rock into the ravine beyond and doing good 
service, and though attack after attack followed, Colonel Brownlow maintained his position with success, 
until the morning. 
 
At three the fighting ceased, both sides being weary, and the enemy having suffered considerable loss. Then 
a strange incident occurred. One of the enemy taking shelter under a rock within 20 yards of the post, called 
to the garrison in Pathan patois to know if they were not tired of all this noise and gunpowder—for his own 
part he freely confessed he was—to this a reply was made that they were quite ready to go on. “ But” said 
he, “ don’t you think singing is better than fighting, sit quiet for a little and I will sing”—and without further 
pre-face he began singing in song after song, the wild strains of love and war, which stir the hearts of these 
mountaineers. The troops on our own side, many of them recruited from these very hills, took up the chorus 
and from the deep ravine, where his friends lay, came a chorus louder than ours, and now and then a sound 
of applause which plainly showed how numerous and how near they were. He was addressed from the post 
and complimented on his singing and bravery and asked if he would not take service with the English, who 
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would duly estimate both qualities ; to this be replied, “ we have quarrelled and not yet settled our quarrel, 
when that is done, I will consider”— and firing his matchlock at the post in defiance, he dived into the ravine, 
and was no more seen. 
 
Colonel Brownlow’s men who had been 48 hours on continuous duty were relieved soon after daybreak by 
Captain Davidson and men of the 1st Punjaub Native Infantry. The enemy almost instantly made a new 
attempt, stormed the post before the men were fairly in position, killing Davidson, who refused to leave his 
post and died as a soldier should, and a large number of the new garrison with him. The place had therefore 
to be retaken, at the point of the bayonet, by the 101st Bengal Fusiliers, under Colonel Sainsbury. But pending 
their arrival, the advance of the enemy was stopped by the fire of mountain train guns, and the heroic 
behaviour of three or four officers, notably Lieutenants Pitcher and Young, who collecting a handful of men 
charged them so vigorously as to save the main pickets and give time for the arrival of reinforcements. 
 
Colonel Keyes, though still suffering severely from his wound, showed the greatest coolness, and held the 
breastworks successfully, at a time when everything was in the utmost confusion, when there were but few 
good men available for defence, and a mass of camp followers, panic-struck soldiers, and baggage, blocking 
in their flight, the only road to the camp below. Colonel Sainsbury, as soon as he arrived, at once formed his 
regiment for attack and stormed the Crag, heading the assault, which was made with that dash for which his 
regiment, as well as himself, have long been celebrated. 
 
Slight skirmishing followed this affair, but on the 18th of November the arrangements for the movement 
having been completed, General Chamberlain decided on retiring his left flank and concentrating his whole 
force in rear of what was before called the “ Right advanced pickets.” 
 
Drawing off by degrees his men and material from the slopes of the Goroo mountain by 10 A.m., on the 
morning of the 18th of November, his force, having performed a most delicate and difficult movement, had 
occupied, without molestation, a strong position on the southern side of the pass, and had changed their 
base of operations, line of communication, and military position at one and the same time. But here the 
enemy interfered. This instance, were there no other, would conclusively shew the justice of the opinions of 
Sir N. Chamberlain, and those who supported him, in his refusal to retreat, not only on account of the 
impolicy, but also on account of the danger involved. The enemy mistook this change of position for retreat, 
and thereupon organized one of the most formidable attacks delivered during the whole course of the 
operations. 
 
They followed up the retirement in great force to the lower pickets of the new position, drove out their 
defenders, and, but for the determined resistance of the troops, would have entered the camp itself. Here 
were killed Smith, of the 71st ; Chapman, the Adjutant of the 101st ; Murphy, of 14th Native Infantry, and 
Lieutenant Jones, a volunteer from the 79th. Lieutenant Chapman, knowing his wound to be mortal, begged, 
but in vain, the retiring troops to assist Captain Smith, and leave him to his fate. Both were, however, killed, 
and their bodies not recovered until the 21st. 
 
On the 20th the Crag picket, then garrisoned by two companies of European troops, was again taken by the 
enemy. Two Officers were killed, together with a large number of their men ; and Major Delafosse, one of 
the two survivors of the Cawnpore Massacre, in vain displayed the greatest bravery, in the hope of rallying 
the men, and still holding it. 
 
The post was retaken by the 71st Highlanders, under Colonel Hope, who, moving out from the breastwork, 
advanced, in face of a tremendous fire, steadily, and without a single break, to the summit, to which two 
roads had by this time been constructed. This they did without the smallest appearance of hurry, their pace 
being regulated by Colonel Hope himself, who, briefly saying, “ 71st, you have to take “ that post, and to 
follow me,” led them up the hill, and was the first man to enter the work. Here, however, he was 
unfortunately severely wounded, as was General Chamberlain, who accompanied the assault, and the force 
was thus deprived of the services of its two Senior Officers. 
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This was the last great attack delivered by the enemy. On this day, too, the late Major Hugh James, 
Commissioner of Peshawur, arrived in camp whilst the fight at the drag was going on, having just returned 
from England. He was supposed to know more of the characteristics, relationships, and interior policy of the 
tribes, than any other man who had occupied the same position. At the same time, General Chamberlain 
received a telegram authorizing him to abandon his position and retire on Pemouli, but this, though wounded 
severely, and in spite of the heavy losses the force had sustained, he refused to do. Major James supported 
him in this determination, representing to the Government that though matters were very serious, retreat 
could only make them worse, and set himself to sow disunion amongst the tribes pending the arrival of 
reinforcements. This he did in a simple but most ingenious manner. which shows the suspicious nature of 
these men, as well as their simplicity. He had with him a body of native levies, who formed a means of 
communication between ourselves and the enemy. Some of these levies he assembled in front of his tent, 
and, producing a huge bundle of letters, told them they must take them to the enemy’s camp. 
 
Then, seeming to reconsider the question, he took out a certain number, saying, Ah ! well ; I won’t write to 
so and so ; he has so little influence ; or so and so, for his followers are so few ; and making some disparaging 
remark about each chief named, he burnt the letters addressed to them, to the number of about one-half. 
The rest he charged the spies to give to the remaining chiefs, with a request to take them away from the 
council fire and read them quietly. 
 
His orders were carried out, and whilst one-half were away reading their letters, the others, jealous of their 
distinction, cross questioned the spies, and discovered from them the remarks which had been made on 
themselves by the Commissioner. On the return of the other chiefs, they were called on to show their letters, 
and these were found to contain nothing beyond a few ordinary compliments. “ Ah ! “ said the others, “that 
won’t do. Where’s the letter promising you money for “ deserting our cause ? “ These, of course, never 
existed, and the poor men had none to show ; but the neglected chiefs could not be persuaded to believe it, 
and such mutual mistrust was engendered that the Boneyr tribe never again united to attack us ; so that the 
attack which entailed the fall of the Crag picket, proved to be their last. 
 
The force now, with but small interruption, awaited its reinforcements, the enemy during the same time also 
receiving great accessions of strength. Indeed, the excitement spread along the whole border, and attacks 
were made on us at other points by tribes who had long been neutral or friendly. On the reinforcements fully 
arriving, and the force reaching a strength of 9,000 men, General Garvoch, who succeeded Sir Neville 
Chamberlain when the latter was disabled by his wound, commenced a forward movement, in anticipation 
of the enemy’s proposed attack on camp, of which he had received intelligence. 
 
Moving out with two brigades, he drove them along the ridges of the southern range, and took the Conical 
Hill by storm, as also the village of Laloo, which he burned. He then bivouacked for the night. In pursuance 
of their original plan, however, large bodies of the enemy had entered the valley, and learning how large a 
number of troops had quitted the camp, made a strong and well sustained attack on the advanced positions. 
These, however, under Colonels Brownlow and Keyes, resisted all their efforts, and mortars having been 
brought into play for the first time, searched out with their fire the ravines winch had before sheltered their 
parties, almost within stone throw of our works ; and Colonel Keyes at length, by a brilliant charge, drove 
them pell-mell into the valley below, whence they did not return. On the 16th the force descended from the 
hill, taking and burning the village of Umbeyla, and offered battle to the enemy in face of the very key of their 
country. Colonel Probyn had led his sabres down from the heights, nearly 2,000 feet, into the plains by paths 
supposed to be barely practicable for mules and menaced any of the enemy who might venture into the 
open. Their cavalry prudently concealed themselves in the broken ground and saved their lives thereby. 
Captain Griffin, who had got his half battery down carrying the guns and carriages on elephants, now horsed 
it, and passing the village at a gallop, took up a position on the right, and opened fire with shell and shrapnel. 
The enemy gradually retired, and two regiments thrown out as skirmishers pressed their movement. 
Presently, however, a horde of Ghazees, or fanatics, 250 strong, came out of a ravine which had hitherto 
concealed them, and in an instant dashed at the line, cutting right and left, and causing some confusion. The 
regiments were driven back by the mere force of the onset, almost as far as the supports which Colonel 
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Turner had echeloned in their rear. The enemy, who witnessed the conflict from the pass above, already 
began to descend the pass with loud shouts. The retirement, however, lasted only a moment, and, closing 
with the attacking party, the Pioneer regiments exterminated them to the last man. 
 
This action closed the campaign. The Boneyr tribe submitted and asked for orders. Their allies had now fled, 
and they were informed by the Commissioner that, to prove their good faith, they must send a force to 
Mulkah, and destroy it. They gave hostages for their performance of this compact, which they religiously 
fulfilled, several British officers accompanying them, to see the work done. Amongst these was Colonel Adye, 
and the drawing before you is a copy of a sketch of his, taken on the spot, and showing a portion of the town. 
The troops, with the exception of a small column sent to coerce some of the smaller tribes, who 
had not yet submitted, now returned to their cantonments. 

 
 

 
Umbeyla Campaign, 1863  
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Meetings and Topics  
 

As an interim arrangement whilst our usual hall is out of service, Meetings will commence at 7.30 pm and 

are held Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street (Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA.  This hall has both 

air-conditioning, heating, and a large TV for our use. The hall can be entered from Botting Street, there is also 

car parking for approximately 13 vehicles in the rear carpark off Osborne street), alternatively there is plenty 

of street parking. 

All members are reminded and encouraged to bring along items for display. Do not like the topic categories 
on the night, no problem, pick your own, if it is over 100 years old, we would love to see it. * Note: All 
ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling. Newsletter 
contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell. To submit material for Barrels 
& Blades please email Brimage@internode.on.net 
 

Calendar of Topics 
 
Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests. 

Meeting  FIELD OF COLLECTING SPECIALIST INTEREST MILITARY OR COUNTRY OPEN 

April NCOs and Troopers WWI Australia  

Anything in 
your 

collecting 
interest 
over 100 
years old. 

You Choose, 
Surprise us 

 

May  
Uniforms Police, Bushrangers & 

Gangsters 

America 

June 
Military figures & 

Regimental items 

Napoleonic Wars Asia & the East 

July Long Arms  Civil Wars  Infantry 

August Handguns Sudan & Egypt Italy 

September 

Medals Provenance, 

Presentation, patriotic, 

retailer slogans 

Cavalry 

October 
Curiosa  Prussian & German 

Imperial 

Artillery 

November Edged Weapons Daggers, Dirks & Knives Navy 

December 
Armour Hunting, sport, 

recreation & target 

Europe 

January Headgear Crimea Japan 

February 
Loading Tools & Powder 

flasks 

Zulu & Boer War United Kingdom 

March 
Accoutrements, Badges 

& Buttons 

Boxer Rebellion Yeomanry 

 

mailto:Brimage@internode.on.net
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HAS Member Business Directory 
Member Ben Smith 
ANTIK PURVEYORS OF THE OLD & UNUSUAL 
202 Grant Street. Golden 
Point Victoria 3350, 
Australia 03 5331 8268 
mailbag@antik.net.au   
www.antik.net.au 

Member Dave Wright 
Militaria & Collectables is located at 6a 
Shepperd Street, Ballarat, 3350, 
Victoria Australia. Ph: 03 5338 4377 
Email: djwright@ncable.net.au  

https://www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au/ 

Member Peter Suciu 
http://www.plundererpete.com/ 
petersuciu@gmail.com 
646-592-3012 

Member Jack Langley 
Email: jacksmedals@bigpond.com 
Ph: 61 2 9871 8015 Mob: 0418 527 837  
Rear 355 
North Rocks 
Road NSW 
2151 

 

Member John Grasso  
Nihonto Australia is 

dedicated to offering 

genuine, authenticated 

antique Japanese 

swords, fittings and art. 

http://www.samuraigalleryaustralia.com/ 

sister site - www.nihonto.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/samuraigalleryaustralia 

Members Cathey & Rex Brimage 
Past Glories Antique 
Swords & Militaria 
Ph: 04 1364 3820 
https://antique-
swords.com.au/ 

 

Member Scott Edwards 
NAKED ARMY 
LIMITED 
Recognised 
Defence Supplier 1190286, Military Sculptures, Model 
Kits etc 
www.naked-army.com 
scottedwardssculpture.net 
TOLLFREE 1800 731 490  

Member Roland Martyn 
Australian Arms Auctions 
Roland Martyn 61 3 9848 7951 
or 0428 543 377  
P.O. Box 1142 Doncaster East 
Vic. Australia 3109 
 
Email: 
admin@australianarmsauctions.com 

Member Jason Benardout 
Lobethal Curios, Antiques & Collectables Adelaide Hills 
122 Main St, Lobethal SA 5241 
0411 495 272 
shop is open Sat to 
Mon 12noon till 
4.00pm 

 

Member Christopher Mellor-Hill 
Dix Noonan Webb 

The International Coin, Banknote, 
Medal & Jewellery Specialists 

 
16 Bolton St, Mayfair, London W1J 8BQ 
Office: +44 (0) 20 7016 1700  |  Mobile:+44 (0) 7899 
973703  |  Website: www.dnw.co.uk 

If you would like your business listed here, then just join us and let me know  

mailto:mailbag@antik.net.au
http://www.antik.net.au/?fbclid=IwAR0nS-Oe8XIaQuDdmalkAEDrg98A9w02ZzkfyQqHfZiv--tmE5hftdteosE
mailto:djwright@ncable.net.au
https://www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au/
http://www.plundererpete.com/
mailto:petersuciu@gmail.com
mailto:jacksmedals@bigpond.com
http://www.samuraigalleryaustralia.com/
http://www.nihonto.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/samuraigalleryaustralia
https://antique-swords.com.au/
https://antique-swords.com.au/
http://www.naked-army.com/
http://scottedwardssculpture.net/
tel://+61398487951/
tel://+61428543377/
mailto:admin@australianarmsauctions.com
https://www.dnw.co.uk/
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LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN,  

NOT A MEMBER YET, 

WHY NOT JOIN NOW! 
 

 
CONSIDER THIS AN OFFICIAL INVITE - VISIT HERITAGE ARMS 

Online - https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Our next meeting will be Friday 16th April 2021 at 

Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street 

(Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA. 
If you would like a complementary newsletter just email us at 

heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 
DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM TODAY FROM 
https://heritagearmssa.com/documents-forms/ 
Cat -1 Heritage Arms Application Form-Interstate 

Cat -1a Heritage Arms Application Form-Overseas PayPal 
Cat 2&3 Heritage Arms Application Form-South Aust Resident 

Cat 2&3b Heritage Arms Application Family Membership Form-South Aust Resident 

https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/documents-forms/

