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From the Editor. -   
Please note my new email address is 
merlo.vince@gmail.com 
 
The Association meets at Glenorchy, at 
the Croquet Club Rooms on the follo-
wing  Friday nights for the year 2020 
April 24th, May 29th, June 26th, July 31st, 
Aug. 28th, Sept 25th, Oct. 30th,Nov. 27th. 
 

Website Information 
 HAMST webmaster Stephen Denholm 
stephen.denholm7@gmail.com 
You can find the latest  copy of the 
HAMST bulletin at the “News” section 

of the web page at: 
http://stephendenholm.wixsite.com/
hamst 
 
The Society vehicles and equipment 
require plenty of attentions. Regular 
working bees are scheduled every last 
weekend of the month, weather 
permitting. No need for specific 
mechanical skill, just turn up and make 
yourself useful.  
 
There are plenty more raffle tickets to be 
sold. The prizes include a set of diamond 
earrings and a couple of wall clocks, all 

of  remarkable values.  
The proceeds go to the benfit of HAMST.  
Please support your society. 
 
Collecting is preserving history, heritage 
and  tradition. With no traditions, there is 
no history, without history we don’t exist. 

Show your colours! HAMST cloth patches and lapel 
pins are available from the President. 

 Web page http://stephendenholm.wixsite.com/hamst 
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Presidents Report  
Frank Hesman 7th October 1927 – 8th March 2020 
Frank was one of the founding members of our society, secretary and editor of our magazine 
up until recent times. He was also a member of the Arms Collectors Guild of Tasmania and 
president of that organising from 1994 – 1996, Frank was also a member of AMAT 
(MILCOLT), he loved his collecting, not only firearms but all militaria and his collection of 
literature was of the extreme. Frank would never miss a meeting, would always participate in 
any re-enactment, displays, gun shows, he loved it all. Members of HAMST extend our 
condolences to his family, he will be sadly missed by us all, in the words of Andrew Harvey 
from the Guild, Frank Hesman has been a stalwart of the 
collecting community in Tasmania and his passing is a loss to us all. 
Let us all support our society and enjoy our collecting, we are here but for only a short while. 
John Wise 

The Blitz truck. 
The mention of the Blitz trucks in the 

previous bulletin generate some interest 
and one of our readers sent the following: 

 The Blitz name was first used in 1930 
in Germany  by the Opel company. The 
Blitz name being chosen via a naming 
competion.  

The original logo for the first Blitz truck 
in 1930 was a stretched horizontal letter 
Z to represent  lightning, Blitz being the 
German for lightning. 

 Opel still use this form of Z on their 
logo today.  At  the time the  Opel truck 
was produced the the company was 80% 
owned by the Amercain firm of General 
Motors who had bought into Opel in 
1929. So much of the design work for the 
Opel 'Blitz" truck was from General 
Motors.  

Hence the reason why during the war 
many of the captured Geman Blitz trucks 
could be a supply of spare parts for the 
Allies Ford and Chevolet Blitz truck 
engines.  General Motors were the main 
owners of      

Opel right up to 2017. The Nazis seized 
the Opel plant at the outbreak of war but 
GM got it back at the wars end, but it is a 
complex story.   

Below is an interesting link to GM 
German automotive connections during 
the Nazi era from the Ann Arbour District 
library in the US.  

General Motors: | Ann Arbor District 
Library  

Thank you Jonothaon for your comment 

Thanks to John Tucker and Reg Watson 
for supporting Hamst Bulletin  

Blitz A medium-weight Wehrmacht truck, Italy, 1944  

Ford Blitz truck 

1943 Chevrolet Blitz 4x4 Truck World War II  
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"VERDUN" by George Blond 
From the cover jacket 

Suddenly, late in February 1916, the 
concealed German batteries facing the 
great French fortress of Verdun 
drummed a new and bloody tattoo in the 
history of warfare. 

Nothing to equal the weight 0f the 
German bombardment had ever been 
experienced by any fortress or army 
before. The Battle of Verdun was fated 
to last from February until December 
1916, and become the graveyard of the 
finest troops in both French and German 
armies. 

Here, in  documented word pictures 
that burn themselves into the brain, is all 
the horror and the heroism of that heroic 
struggle, the longest and most crippling 
battle of the Great War. 

Using the accounts of individual 
combatants from both sides - poilus 
(infantry soldiers in the French army, 
especially those who fought in the First 
World War) , Sturntruppen, officers, 
aviators, and unsung dispatch 
r u n n e r s -  t h e  a u t h o r 
magnificently re-creates the 
satanic fury of the prolonged 
head-on combat, fought out in 
the terrain that ultimately 
became unrecognizable, "a 
landscape of the moon." 

Here the brilliant portraits of 
all the principal figures, the 
caution Petain, the unstable 
Nivelle, the bloody-minded 
Mangin, the German Chief of 
Staff, von Falkenheyn, who 
planned the battle, and the 
Crown Prince, whose army 
carried out. 

In the final phase of the battle, 
the generals had no control over 
it; it was left to the infantrymen, 
dodging from shell hole to shell 
hole, on whose individual 
heroism depended the results. 

In the author's graphic 
narrative, the reader learns what 
it meant to hog the bottom of a 
blasted trench under the rain of 
shells from two thousand heavy 
guns. He watched in mesmerized 
horror alongside German 
balloonist as the earth below 
vomits up arms and legs under the 
impact of the German artillery. He 
bumps along the famous Voie Sacree 
from Bar-le-Duc in the never-ending 
reinforcement convoy. He sees the 
woods of Mort-Homme Ridge wither in 
rifle fire and lives with the gasses, 
burned and grenade defenders of Fort 
Vaux through their six-day martyrdom in 
the bowels of the earth. The special 
merit of the book lies in this, that the 

author succeeds, in spite of the enormity 
of the battle, in presenting its human 
dimensions. The result is a book, 
amongst those selected few, of which it 
can be said “this is the way it was” 

 
From Chapter 11 
 “ A balcony overhanging hell” 
In the mouth of certain narrators the 

loss of lives took an epic proportion and 
become even more appalling than the 
frightful reality. Sometimes the most 
extraordinary details were added. 

One night between June 12th and 13th 
the lieutenant  of a machine gun unit on 
his way to the command post of his 
battalion commander took a 
communication trench leading to the 
north slope of the Ravin De la Dame, 
near the farm of Thiaumont. What did he 
see there? Soldiers, with fixed 
bayonetted, leaning against the parapet 
of the trench, except for one man , who 
was sitting on the ground. The lieutenant 
called out to the seated man, but 
received no reply. He was dead. The 

standing soldiers did not 
reply, either; they were 
dead, too. There were 
more than fifty men in all, 
stone dead, their rifles 
beside them.  What 
destroying angel had 
passed onto them? 

This was the origin of 
the story of the "Trench of 
Bayonets" in which 

legend and reality were mingled in the 
classical tradition. 

In 1919 Colonel Collet, former 
commander of the 137th Infantry 
regiment that had suffered particularly 
heavy losses, ordered a search made of 
that part of the battle where  his men 
had fought. 

This led to the discovery of a line of 
rifles protruding from the grass. Their 
owners had been buried alive by the 
explosion of a shell before going over 
the top or while bracing themselves to 
resist an attack. At once the "dead men's 
trench", was remembered, described by 
the lieutenant in 1916 at almost the same 
location, But the "Buried alive" story, 
perhaps because it was so macabre, 
persisted. 

Eventually a comparison of various 
fragments of testimony made it possible 
to reconstruct what had really 
happened. On June 2nd, the third 
company of the 137th, after a heavy 
pounding from the German artillery, 
was attacked from both sides, and hung 

on only as an island of 
resistance until it had no more 
ammunition. 
The captured survivors left 
their rifles sticking in the air, 
and they were partially covered 
when the Germans threw dirt 
over the dead bodies in the  
trench. 
T h e  i n a c c u r a c y  a n d 
exaggerations of the story goes 
to prove that men who have 
l ived for weeks under 
nightmare conditions can no 
longer discriminate between 
what they saw  with their own 
eyes and the figments of their 
imagination. 
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Verdun One of History’s Most 
Costly Battles  

by  Ross Barnwell on  
www.warhistoryonline.com 
At the onset of WWI, Germany’s main 

aim was to take France as quickly as 
possible before moving on to take Great 
Britain. The success of a speedy victory 
would have relieved Germany of the 
entire western front and allowed them to 
focus their efforts on facing Russia in 
the east. 

France and Germany have a long and 
bitter history that tells of invasion and 
occupation. By 1870, there was general 
agreement in Prussia that it was in the 
interests of all German states to unify 
under one nation: Germany. 

France disagreed. Responding with 
aggression to the German threat, the 
French parliament voted to declare war 

on Prussia on July 16th, 1870. 
It is debated among historians as to 

whether Prussian 
chancellor Otto von 
Bismarck deliberately 
provoked the French 
into declaring war, or 
i f  h e  s i m p l y 
capitalized on the 
situation. 

I t  i s  cer ta in , 
however, that the 
Prussian leader saw 

potential in a joint victory over France 
that would unite all the states of 
Germany and push them into unification. 

Regardless of how the Franco-Prussian 
War came about, Bismarck was prepared 
for it. Not only did he mobilize his 
troops faster than the French did, but his 
were also more numerous, better trained, 
and more advanced in modern 
technology. 

In a matter of months Paris fell, and 
France was defeated in January 1871. 
Emperor Napoleon III was captured, and 
after the French Third Republic was 
established he was exiled to England. 
Thus Germany became one nation.  

Knowing that France wanted to retake 
the territory of Alsace-Lorraine, which it 
had ceded to Germany during the peace 
negotiations, it was not long before a 
German Field Marshal, Alfred von 
Schlieffen, devised a plan to defeat 
France in one rapid advance should 
another conflict occur. The plan 
involved entering France through 
Belgium and aiming straight for Paris. 

The onset of World War I gave 
Germany the perfect opportunity to 

Verdun today. It was one of the longest battle in history, and one of the most costly battles of World War I. The Battle of Verdun 
lasted almost a year and cost the lives of 300,000 men.  

French trench at Côte 304, Verdun  

Otto von Bismarck wearing a cuirassier 
officer’s metal Pickelhaube  
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activate the “Schlieffen” plan. The 
German army was under the command 
of Helmuth von Moltke and it has since 
been disputed that he meddled with the 
specifics of the plan. After facing 
heavier opposition than expected from 
the Belgian people, the German army 
was halted at the Belgian-French border 
town of Mons by the British 
Expeditionary Force. 

Eventually, the British and French 
forces retreated a little and then held 
their ground, by which point the 
Germans ran out of steam and the 
frontlines were established. What 
followed was almost two years of a 
complete stalemate. 

While the Allies looked to push the 
Germans back into Germany, the men of 
Emperor Wilhelm II believed that all 
they had to do was drain France of men 
and resources until she had neither left. 

Verdun 
It was the battle that epitomized the 

German military mandate on the 
Western Front. The topographical value 
of Verdun was minimal, yet the target of 

a German victory 
was not in an 
immediate swift 
advance of its 
troops. Instead, 
the new German 
Chief of General 
Staff, Erich von 
F a l k e n h a y n , 
wanted a battle 
t h a t  w o u l d 
“bleed France 
white.” 
He wanted a 
battle that would, 
by sheer force 
and longevity, 
drain France of 
her men and 
resources and 
ultimately cripple 

them into submission. From there, 
Germany could take Paris, then the rest 
of France before finally moving on to 
Great Britain.  

The area around Verdun was home to a 
number of ancient forts and battlements 
that historically served as protection for 
France’s eastern border. They were a 
source of great national sentiment, and 
Falkenhayn believed that France’s pride 
would supersede its rationality and that 
the French would fight to protect their 
national heritage no matter the cost. 

In parts, Falkenhayn was correct. 
W a g i n g  f r o m 
F e b r u a r y  t o 
December, 1916, in 
one of the longest 
and bloodiest battles 
in history, the 
F rench  fough t 
furiously in an 
attempt to save their 
historic city from 
German occupation. 

What Falken-
hayn did not expect, 

however, was how ferociously the 
French were to fight back. Although 
their morale eventually hit an extreme 
low, the French soldiers were anything 
but submissive, taking just as many 
German lives as they themselves 
suffered. 

Despite this, it was clear that Allied 
intervention was required to avoid an 
ultimate German victory. The pressure 
needed to be taken off of Verdun and the 
mainstay of the German army had to be 
someplace where Allied troops were 
fresher and better prepared. It was with 
this reasoning that a British-led 
offensive in the north along the Somme 
front was decided upon. Beginning on 
July 1, 1916, the battle was initially seen 
as a costly disaster, with 60,000 
casualties on the first day alone. But 
over the course of four months, the 
Somme offensive served its initial 
purpose and diverted the main German 
war effort away from Verdun. 

By the end of the Battle of Verdun, the 
landscape was likened to the surface of 
the moon. The pockmarks, mine craters, 
and flattened forts bore almost no 
resemblance to its pre-war self. That is 
why, over 100 years later, the battle 
scars of the Verdun landscape are still so 
visible. And it is proof of what can 
happen when a nation, so desperate for 
victory, tries to bleed the other white. 

Citadel of Verdun during World War I  

Erich von Falkenhayn  

Rod & Range  
Sports Pty Ltd 
351 Main Rd, Glenorchy  
TAS 7010 
03 6273 4330 

Guns &  
Ammunition  

We Buy And Sell New And Used Guns 

Aerial photograph of Fort Douaumont towards the end of 1916.  
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Verdun was not just a fortress, but the 
center of a large array of powerful 
fortification 

Verdun has long been key to France. It 
has a place in military history that 
stretches back to the thwarting of an 
assault by Attila the Hun in the area in 
the 5th century. Since the 1870’s, the 
French had been turning Verdun and the 
surrounding area into a fortress, creating 
a double ring of 28 fortresses and 
ouvrages (often artillery batteries), all at 
least 150 meters above the valley and 
Meuse river. These were positioned with 
good views of each other to provide 
visual and operational support. 

The construction of these defenses 
included steel-reinforced concrete 
several meters thick, networks of 
protected bunkers, concrete trenches, 
and shell-proof turrets. Around 1,000 
pieces of 150mm and 75mm artillery 
were stationed throughout these 
complexes as well as strategically placed 
machine guns.  

 

The 380mm German Langer Max (Long Max) railroad gun had a range 
of 22.2 km. By Bundesarchiv – CC BY-SA 3.0 de  

WW1 German soldiers 
manning a machine-gun post 

WW1 French soldiers 
manning a machine-gun 
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How the Schlieffen Plan Failed 
Andrew Knighton  
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/  

 
Military plans are seldom famous in 

themselves. The battles are remembered 
but not the schemes that led to 
them.  One notable exception is the 
Schlieffen Plan. It is famous not for its 
cunning and careful calculation, but for 
its failure. 

A Plan to Avoid a Two-Fronted War 
At the start of the 20th century, 

Germany had a strategy for fighting a 
war in Europe. It was called the 
Schlieffen Plan. 

The strategy had originally been 
developed in the 1890s by Count Alfred 
von Schlieffen. After Schlieffen’s 
retirement as Chief of Staff in 1906, it 
was updated by his successor, Field 
Marshal Helmuth von Moltke. The 
Schlieffen plan was produced to get 
around the problem of international 
diplomacy. German politicians expected 
that, in the event of war, France and 
Russia would support each other against 
Germany. That would lead to a war on 
two fronts, dividing Germany’s military 
resources. 

To avoid that situation, Schlieffen 
planned to attack France first, while 
Russia was still mobilizing. Through 
swift action, the Germans would 
outflank their enemies through the Low 
Countries, force France to surrender, and 
then turn to fight Russia. 

Moltke watered down the plan. Since 
its inception, the Russians had improved 
militarily, and he did not want to have 
them invade Germany while he fought 
France. His adjustment left more 
German forces in the east. 

He also decided to avoid invading the 
Netherlands, hoping to keep the British 
out of the war. It meant sending the 
entire flanking force through Belgium, a 
greater logistical challenge. 

Early Successes 
In 1914, the war began. Due to the 

Schlieffen Plan, a war against Russia in 
the east forced the Germans to 

immediately make war 
against France in the 
west. 
Despite having fewer 
troops than in the 
original plan and less 
space through which to 
advance, the Germans 
at first seemed to be 
succeeding in their 
plan. 
Belgium relied upon 
i t s  c o n c r e t e 
fortifications to hold 
up the Germans. They 

were to buy time for the Belgians, so 
they could receive support from the 
French and British, who despite 
Moltke’s hopes joined in the war. 
However, German and Austro-
Hungarian superguns swiftly smashed 
the forts around Namur and Liège. The 
Belgians fell back to Antwerp, their last 
redoubt, leaving the Germans free to 
advance through the rest of the country. 

German troops rushed through 
Belgium and Luxembourg into France. 
The French followed their own strategy, 
Plan XVII, with support from the 
British. In early August, the enemies 
clashed. 

A series of battles followed. In the 
Battles of the Frontiers, the Germans 
send their opponents reeling again and 
again. They advanced a hundred miles in 
France. The Schlieffen Plan seemed to 
be working. 

Slowing Down 
The plan’s weaknesses were already 

beginning to show, although the German 
commanders chose not to see them. A 
200-mile advance through Belgium and 
France, with fierce fighting along the 
way, had exhausted many German 
troops. The plan’s call for speed was all 
very well, but outside their own borders, 
the Germans could not rely on control of 
a railway system to advance their forces. 
They were slowing down. 

There was another element entirely 
outside German control – their enemies. 
While the French, Belgians, and British 
were not doing well, they were not doing 
as badly as predicted in the original plan. 
Their weapons and strategies had moved 
on in 25 years, and they did not fall as 
easily as Schlieffen had anticipated. 
Every day they stalled the German 
advance was a day in which the 
Schlieffen plan fell behind.  

Kluck’s Misjudgement 
Then General Alexander von Kluck, 

commander of the German First Army, 
made a critical error. 

Kluck’s army sat on the far right of the 
German invasion force. Its role was to 
advance deep into France and swing 

around Paris, surrounding the French 
capital and any forces based near it. 

Fighting in late August caused General 
Karl von Bülow, commander of the 
Second Army, serious problems. He 
contacted Kluck and asked for help. 
Kluck agreed. 

Without checking with his superiors, 
Kluck swung his forces southeast. They 
were marching east of Paris instead of 
going west and encircling the city. Kluck 
believed it was a safe move as he knew 
of no significant concentrations of 
enemy troops near Paris. 

He was wrong. There were troops 
around Paris, and they were about to 
punish him for not sticking to the plan. 

The Battle of the Marne 
Marshal Joseph Joffre, the French 

Commander in Chief, had been 
assembling a new army near Paris. 
Seeing that Kluck had extended his 
forces and exposed his right flank, he 
saw a weakness to exploit. 

Hindenburg, Wilhelm II, Ludendorff, January 1917.  Count Alfred von Schlieffen in 1906. 

General von Kluck  
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On September 5, as the Germans 
continued their march south, Joffre 
struck. 

Franco-British forces crashed into the 
side of Kluck’s army. Six days of battles 
followed, known collectively as the 
Battle of the Marne. Nearly two million 
soldiers fought. 

There were heavy casualties on both 
sides. Around 25% of the men who 
fought at the Marne were killed or 
injured. While the Allies suffered as 
heavily as the Germans, they gained a 

strategic victory. Kluck and Bülow 
retreated in the face of the unexpected 
setback. The rest of the German forces 
had to fall back to keep in line with them. 

Moltke ordered a German withdrawal 
toward the River Aisne. The retreat 
signaled the end of any hope of 
completing the Schlieffen Plan. 

Moltke was replaced as German 
commander. 

A Failure of Planning or a Failure of 
Execution? 

It is easy to argue that the failure of the 

Schlieffen plan was a failure of 
execution. Kluck’s shift east had left the 
German flank exposed. 

The plan, however, was flawed from 
the start. It relied on maintaining a near-
impossible momentum. It took little 
account of Allied counter-moves. The 
boldness necessary for it to succeed had 
been watered down. 

The Schlieffen plan could only have 
worked if events had gone perfectly. War 
never goes perfectly, and so the plan 
failed. 

Example of an erroneous and misleading map, purported to represent a “Schlieffen Plan” by post-war writers.  

 

Over a 1000 pipers died 
during WWI. These 
extraordinary men were 
sitting ducks as they went 
over the top to pipe their 
men into battle. 

A French soldier wearing a kind of 
armor as protection against flying 
bullets above the trench. France, 1915. 

World War I personal armour including 
steel cap steel plate vest steel gauntlet 
dagger and French splinter goggles. 
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French Couple Discovered WWII 
Cache of Weapons Hidden in 
Their Home 
George Winston  
www.warhistoryonline.com 

A couple who were remodeling their 
home in the Burgundy region of France 
in 2017 found an unexpected surprise in 
the walls, a cache of weapons that were 
most likely hidden by the French 
Resistance during World War II had 
been squirrelled away, probably by the 
Maquis who had lived on the property at 
the time. 

The cache of weapons consisted of 
three Sten submachine guns, three 
pistols, more than a dozen grenades and 

over a thousand rounds of ammunition. 
Two of the Stens are engraved with 
names, one is “Pepette” and the other is 
“Alice.” 

T h e  c o u p l e  h a s  d o n a t e d 
the weapons and ammunition to the local 
museum which will have them demilled 
(demilitaized) and displayed in honor of 
the Maquis.  

The identities of the couple have not 
been made public. Neither has the 
identities of the original owners of the 
cache been revealed. Currently, the 
museum is confirming that the weapons 
were indeed owned by Maquis although 

Aurore Callewaert, the 
curator of the museum, has 
been able to trace the 
weapons to a known 
member of the Resistance.  
The Museum of the 
Resistance in Morvan will 
host the display of the 
weapons. The museum 
works to chronicle the 
work of the Maquis who 
fought against the Nazi 
occupiers of France. The 
museum also serves as a 
memorial to the Maquis 
fighters who died for the 

Resistance.  
The museum also has 
maps of the region so 
that people can visit 
local historical sights. 
These include homes 
of Maquis fighters and 
the locations of battles 
and massacres that 
occurred in Morvan. 
A cache of weapons 
were hidden by local 
group who could 
retrieve as and when 

was necessary – after the war many 
location of the caches were forgotten. 

The Maquis were small, unorganized 
groups that formed to fight against the 
Nazis in France. They took their name 
from the French word for the underbrush 
that they used to conceal their activities. 
In 1944, the various Maquis groups were 
formally merged into the French Forces 
of the Interior, the Free French 
movement led by General Charles de 
Gaulle. 

The French Resistance began with 
handfuls of French people working 
together in independent groups to fight 
off the Nazis. By 1943, many of the 

groups had joined 
together under de 
G a u l l e .  O v e r 
100,000 Free French 
forces fought in Italy 
in 1943.  
When the Allies 
invaded Normandy 
in June of 1944, the 
Free French had 
over 300,000 regular 
troops. In 1944, the 
French Resistance 
s t a g e d  a n 
insurrection and the 
F r e e  F r e n c h 
2nd Armored division 
drove into Paris to 
signal France’s 

liberation.  
Many WWII-era weapons have been 

turning up in recent years. A gun 
amnesty period in Denmark recovered 
Sten submachine guns, an anti-tank 
rocket launcher, a Bren light machine 
gun and various bold-action rifles, 
including German Mausers. 

A group in Latvia discovered a cache 
of buried items for German saboteurs. 
The cache included explosives, fuses, 
detonators and detonator wire, guns, 
grenades, magnetic mines and even 
explosives disguised to look like coal. 

Photo: L’Yonne Republicaine 

Members of the French Resistance in Corsica during World War II, 
circa 1942. (Photo by FPG/Hulton Archive/Getty Images)  

Another Cache 
of Weapons – 
part of a 
weapons 
amnesty in 
Denmark  

Members of the French Resistance in southern France during World War II, 
circa 1943. (Photo by FPG/Hulton Archive/Getty Images)  
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S o m e o n e  i n 
W a ł b r z y c h , 
P o l a n d , 
d iscovered a 
lockbox buried in 
his yard.  
T h e  b o x 
contained a C96 
M a u s e r 
“broomhandle” 
pistol and a box 

of .30 Mauser Automatic rounds of 
ammunition along with a box of primers.  

Wałbrzych had been known as 
Waldenburg when it was part of 
Germany.  

The Soviets took it over in 1945 and it 
became part of Poland. The Germans 
were evicted and Polish citizens moved 
in.  

The gun was likely left by a German 
owner before he left.  

As part of a weapons amnesty in Denmark – Including a bazooka  

Ghosts of the Eastern Front  

Troops learn to handle mines and booby-trap devices 'blind' using a special 
screen at 10 Corps Mine School, 28 December 1943 

Australian soldiers and a Papuan guide show 
off a captured Type 92 Gun and a Type 1 
Juki heavy machine gun after the Battle of 
Oivi-Gorari. Papua New Guinea 23 Nov 
1942. 

Australian troops man front-line trenches 
in the Tobruk perimeter, 13 August 1941 

The British Army on Malta 1942 A 40mm Bofors 
anti-aircraft gun and crew, Malta, 12 May 1942 
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By Shahan Russell 
From www.warhistoryonline.com 
 

Italy was invaded in 1943 because it 
was an Axis power and Nazi Germany’s 
chief ally. The following year, the Allies 
faced a different and even deadlier 
enemy – one that was impartial. It had a 
reputation for devouring entire 
communities regardless of their politics. 

The Italian Campaign began on July 
10, 1943, when the Allies invaded 
Sicily. The “toe” of Italy’s boot was next 
– known as Operation Baytown which 
took place on September 3. The Allies 
succeeded, forcing the Italian 
government to declare an armistice five 

days later. 
Not all Italians were happy with the 

truce and continued fighting against the 
Germans. Those who did not, were 
imprisoned or killed by Germans furious 
at the Italian government’s betrayal. 

The Italian Campaign’s aim was 
twofold. First, to draw German troops 
away from the main Allied thrust 
through Nazi-occupied Europe toward 
Berlin. Second, to provide another 
Allied spearhead toward the German 
heartland. Germany was therefore forced 
to spread its troops out thinly to fight on 
multiple fronts. 

Enter the 340th Flying Bombardment 
Group (340 FTG) – part of the 12th Air 

Force of the United States Army Air 
Force (USAAF). Despite their name, 
they were not primarily a fighting force 
but one which provided support and 
preventative aerial attacks. Those 
assaults were against enemy 
targets to delay and disrupt them. They 
bombed the heck out of railroads, 
airfields, bridges, factories, supply 
depots, troops, and whatever else they 
were told to. 

The 340th proved their worth many 
times over in 1943. In June, they 
attacked the Italian towns of Pantelleria 
and Lampedusa. The following month, 
they bombed German evacuation 
beaches in Messina. In September they 
helped establish the Salerno beachhead 
for further Allied attacks on the Italian 
mainland. 

In January 1944, they launched further 
interdiction missions to help the Allied 
thrust toward Rome. The Germans and 
their remaining Italian allies fought 
back. The 340th suffered more plane 
losses than any other medium 
bombardment group in WWII. However, 
it was not all because of the Germans 
and Italians. 

The 340th were stationed at the 
Pompeii Airfield near 
Terz igno in  the 
province of Campania 
along the Gulf of 
N a p l e s .  M o r e 
specifically, they were 
just a few miles away 
from the base of Mount 
Vesuvius. 

Vesuvius blew up in 
79 AD and turned the 
cities of Pompeii, 
Herculaneum, and other 
Roman settlements into 

the fantastic tourist attractions they are 
today; complete with preserved bodies. 
It had last blown its top on April 5, 
1906, wreaking havoc on the city of 
Naples which was to host the 1908 
Summer Olympics. As a result, they had 
to hold the games elsewhere. 

On the evening of March 17, 1944, 
Dana Craig of  the 340th’s 
486th Bombardment Squadron stepped 
out of his barracks to answer the call of 
nature. A small rock fell on his head. He 
grabbed a flashlight to see who had 
thrown it when the guilty party made 
itself known. 

The ground shook and was covered 
with a layer of damp cinders. The top of 
Vesuvius was lit up. Each time the 
ground shook, more debris fell. Lava 
began trickling down the western slope 
toward Allied-occupied Naples as 
explosions shook the air. Before dawn 
on March 18, Vesuvius belched a dark, 
thick cloud of ash. Bigger rocks began to 
fall on the camp – forcing the men to 
wear steel helmets. Some of the rocks 
were semi-molten and burned holes 
through fabric. As dawn rose, the ceiling 
of Craig’s barracks began to sag from 
the increasing weight of ash. 

When Italy Destroyed More 
American Planes Than the German 
Luftwaffe 

A soldier of the US 92nd Infantry 
Division firing a bazooka during the 
Italian Campaign in 1944.  

British infantry in the streets of 
Impruneta on August 3, 1944.  

A B-25J of the 340th Bomb Group-
43-28080, 486th Bomb Squadron.  
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A s  t h e  w a r  w as 
progressing, Italy had two 
governments – the pro-
Allied Italian Grand 
Council in the south and the 
Repubblica Sociale Italiana 
under Benito Mussolini in 
the north. The government 
should have undertaken 
evacuation of the residents, 
but there was a war on. 

The c i t izens  were 
evacuated by the very 
people who had been their 
enemies only months 
before. Although they had 
no previous experience 
regarding mass evacuations, 
t h e  A l l i ed  Co n t r o l 
C o mmi s s i o n  c r ea t ed 
standards which became 
the basis still in place for 
handling evacuations 
around Vesuvius today. 

By March 19, a vast 
river of lava one mile 
long, half a mile wide, and 
about 8’ deep flowed 
down the volcano toward 
Naples. Towns melted in 
its path, leaving nothing 
b e h i n d .  T h e 
340th watched in awe, but 
despite the volcanic 
bombardment, they were 
located east – on the other 
side of the lava flow. They thought they 
were safe. 

They were wrong. On March 21, 
Vesuvius put on a show – lighting up the 
night as it shot out more molten rocks 
and lava into the sky. 

Burning ash and flaming rocks headed 
toward the precious B-25 Mitchell 
medium bombers.  

They burned control panels, cracked or 
melted Plexiglass, set fire to fabric seats, 
while the growing weight of ash tipped 
planes over. 

The 340th took shelter in a tobacco 
shed, watching helplessly as their planes 
were destroyed over the next several 
days. Fortunately, no one was seriously 
hurt or killed. 
After repairing 
those they could 
and sending them 
back to active 
s e r v i c e ,  t h e 
340th lost between 
75 and 88 bombers 
worth $25 million. 

Not something the Allies 
wanted to be known.  
The Germans knew, and they 
were delighted. Axis Sally (an 
A me r i c a n  w o ma n  w h o 
broadcast German propaganda 
from Berlin) gleefully reported 
the incident – claiming the 
340th had been decimated. The 
Germans found out how wrong 
they were on May 13, 1944. 
The 340th had moved their base 
to Alesani, Corsica when the 
Germans launched a surprise air 
raid, destroying another 60 
bombers. Vesuvius had taken 
out more. 
The 340th earned two 
Distinguished Unit Citations for 
their later contributions to the 
war. 

The excavated remains of Pompeii with Vesuvius in the background.  

Vesuvius erupting in March 1944, en 
by an American USAAF pilot.  

A member of the 340th 
Bomb Group sweeping 
volcanic ash off a plane’s 
wing after Vesuvius’ 
eruption on March 23, ‘44.  

1944 Vesuvius volcano 

The eruption destroyed dozens of B-
25 bombers of the U.S. Army Air 
Force’s 340th Bombardment Group 
stationed at Pompeii Airfield. Credit: 
National Archives.  
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The War Could Not Have Been 

Won Without This Wonderfully 
Simple Piece Of Design – The 
Humble Bailey Bridge 

 Gabe Christy   

from War history on line 
Picture an Allied tank commander in 

Europe, during Autumn, 1944. 
Advancing for days, destroying the 
German resistance. Nothing has been 
able to stop the invasion; except a blown 
bridge. Luckily, somewhere back in the 
supply columns which keep the army 
going, is a Bailey Bridge. 

Donald Bailey, the designer of the 
Bailey Bridge, was born in Rotherham, 
in 1901. He received his BA in 
Engineering from the University of 
Sheffield in 1923. After graduating, he 
helped design railway bridges in the 
1930s, but by 1940 he was working for 
the War Department. 

In Christchurch, Southern England he 
and a group of other engineers, 
c o m p r i s e d  M E X E  ( M i l i t a r y 

Experimental Establishment). They were 
designing and testing new engineering 
equipment for the British Army. 

The Army at the time was facing a 
dilemma. They knew they would be 
required to fight in Europe, with its 
various canals, rivers, streams, and lakes. 
Any one of these could stop an army 
advancing, and they needed a foolproof 
way to cross them. 

Co l l ap s ib l e  and 
portable bridges had 
been around for 
hundreds of years, in 
various forms. By 1940, 
h o w e v e r ,  B r i t i s h 
w e a p o n s  w e r e 
o u t s t r i p p i n g 
engineering equipment. 

Their tanks weighed 
more than 40 tons, but 
the heaviest portable 
bridge could hold only 

26 tons. The Allies would be bogged 
down and delayed as engineers worked 
to repair existing bridges or build more 
permanent ones. 

Donald Bailey was being driven back 
to his headquarters building after a failed 
bridge test. The world seemed to be 
collapsing around England, and 
everything they tried seemed to fail. The 
War Department was desperate for a 
reliable bridge. Suddenly, Bailey had an 
idea. He began sketching it out on the 
back of an envelope.  

It was an amazingly simple design. 
Prefabricated panels each made up of 
internal trusses. These were joined by 
pegs, with large beams running across 
the bridge’s width. This gave them not 
only the rigidity needed to span a large 
area, but they could be assembled with 
simple tools: sledgehammers, rollers, and 
wrenches. Equally important, they were 
straightforward and cheap to produce. 
Almost any industrial fabricator could 
make the panels and pieces necessary, 
and mass production was a definite 
possibility. The Bailey Bridge had been 
born. In the battlefield these bridges 

Poster for the “Dig for Victory” campaign, 
encouraging Britons to supplement their rations by 
cultivating gardens and allotments. 

First World War poster recruiting for the British 
Women’s Land Army.  

2015 Gallipoli anniversary poster 

A heavily camouflaged Sherman 
tank crosses a Bailey bridge over the 
River Santerno near Imola.  
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proved indispensable. Field Marshal 
Montgomery said they were necessary to 
the speed of the Allied advance during 
the war. In Italy and Sicily, over 55 miles 

of bridges were built, spanning 
everything from stream beds, to the 
1,126 ft. Bridge over the Sangro River. 
The longest, which spanned the 
Chindwin River in Burma, was 1,154 ft. 

After D-day, in France, the low 
countries, and Germany, Bailey Bridges 

were consistently used to replace many 
of the bridges destroyed by the retreating 
Germans. Famously, the Son bridge was 
replaced with one during Operation 

Market Garden, in September 1944; 
eventually allowing Allied armor to press 
forward and help seize Nijmegen. 

Today Bailey style bridges are a fixture 
of almost any modern military. The 
materials have been upgraded, but the 
basic design, prefabricated, interlocking 

sections which can be put together a 
myriad of ways, has not changed. 

Their use has expanded to the civilian 
life, where they are often used for 

disaster relief and are permanent fixtures 
in some areas. Bailey might not be the 
best-known hero from World War 2, but 
his contribution to the war effort was 
immense, and his memory, and legacy, 
can not be forgotten. 

Following the collapse of the Tasman 

A Bailey Bridge like this had to be contructed to cross rivers. This took precious 
time but was eventually able to allow XXX Corps to continue their advance.  

Engineers slide a Bailey Bridge section into place, almost every part of the 
bridge construction was done by hand. The only time heavy equipment was 
used was to lift pieces into high places.  

A destroyed Bailey Bridge and Sherman tank in Italy. While not indestructible, 
the bridges were easily replaced and cheap. They proved sturdy enough to stand 
up to almost any stress but quick and cheap enough to be disposable.  

An M10 tank destroyer crosses the Bailey Bridge.  

A Bailey section in a memorial in Christchurch. The local Stanpit Marshes saw 
the development of much of the engineering equipment of WW2.  Tasmania - River Derwent Bailey bridge 
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Bridge in 1975. The Hobart Bailey 
Bridge opened to traffic on December 16 
1975 - providing one lane of traffic each 
way and was located at Dowsings Point.  

 The bridge proved quite useful and 
remained in place for years after the 
Tasman Bridge was rebuilt, only 
removed when replaced by the Bowen 
Bridge in 1984.  Some used to call it “the 
old rattler” because of the rattling noise 
when driving a vehicle on it. Others who 
crossed it all the time blamed it for causing the car’s engine bolts coming loose.(?)  

Royal Engineers construct a Bailey bridge in Italy, September 1943. Wood 
planks are being laid over the stringers to construct the roadbed 

US troops launching a Bailey bridge across a gap by hand  

The leadership of 7th Engineer Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st 
Armored Division, inspects a logistic support bridge construction site on Route 
Arnhem in Iraq in 2009  

Allied military traffic crosses a Bailey bridge, spanning a damaged section of a 
masonry arch bridge. At the same time, local workers are rebuilding the original 
bridge. Italy 1944 

The bridge was opened for traffic 
about noon on 28 March 1945.  The 
bridge was designed to carry Military 
Load Class 40 vehicles and was 
named “Blackfriars Bridge.“ Its length 
was 558 m (1814 ft) including the 
ramps at each end. The 34 m (110 ft) 
landing bays were constructed to 
Military Load Class 70 standard and 
the end floating bays were reinforced 
to provide extra strength. The full 
floating section comprised 34 
connected spans of 42-foot length and 
one span of 32-foot length.  

Can Penetrate Body Armour at 1900 
Feet: US Army to Release Next 
Generation Rifle 
George Winston  from War History on 
line. 

Several months ago, the US Army 
announced that they were in the process 
of developing a new assault rifle which 
can fire rounds that will hit targets with 
the impact force of a battle tank. They 
claimed that the bullets would defeat any 
body armor, and they hoped that the 
weapons would be ready for the 
battlefield in a shorter time than initially 
thought possible. 

Colonel Geoffrey A. Norman, the force 
development division chief at Army HQ, 
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said in an interview for Task & Purpose 
that the Army planned on deploying a 
Next Generation Squad Automatic Rifle 
(NGSAR) in fiscal year 2022 instead of 
the original implementation date of fiscal 
year 2025. 

The new weapon is a replacement for 
the M249 SAW. While the Army has yet 
to set out the official requirements for the 
new system, it is anticipated that the 
weapon will be lighter, have a greater 
range, and pack far more punch than the 
current infantry weapons. 

Norman said that the most important 
new feature would be the significantly 
increased chamber pressure to ensure 
that the rounds fired will penetrate all 
known body armor at a distance of up to 
over 1,900 feet (600 meters). The aim is 
to equip the service members in the field 
with an automatic rifle that fires a bullet 
at a pressure equivalent to that at which a 

tank would fire. 
The chamber pressure for rifles 

currently in use is approximately 45KSI 
(kilopound per square inch), or 45000 
PSI. The Army anticipates that the new 
weapon will have a chamber pressure of 
60-80 KSI, which is the chamber 
pressure exhibited by an M1 Abrams 
tank. 

The Next Generation Squad Weapons 
Program consists of the NGSAR along 
with a Next Generation Squad Carbine 
(NGSC) and a squad designated 
marksman’s rifle. Also included in the 
program are specialized ammunition and 
a fire control system. 

The Army previously focused its 
efforts on developing an improved 
carbine that still fired rounds between 
6.5mm and 6.8mm to supersede the M4, 
but have now shifted priorities toward a 
beefy and highly efficient automatic 
NGSAR. The reason behind this shift, 

according to Norman, is that the 
Pentagon is moving its focus from the 
close quarters combat of Iraq and Syria 
to the mountainous terrain of 
Afghanistan. The carbine is ideally suited 
to the brawls of urban environments such 
as Mosul, but the long-range 
requirements of taking on ISIS and the 
Taliban in Afghanistan require a very 
different type of weapon. 

Norman said that for the past decade 
the Army had focused on weapons to 
provide lethal effects on unprotected 
targets, but now the view has 
changed. The American soldier needs a 
weapon that is effective against protected 
targets, and they also have to have a 
deadly effect at long ranges, such as 
when fighting from mountaintop to 
mountaintop in Afghanistan. 

The beefed-up rifle is intended for this 
purpose and prototypes are currently 
undergoing testing at Fort Benning in 

Georgia by the Soldier Lethality Cross-
Functional Team. Initially, the weapon 
will fire the 7.62mm XM11158 
Advanced Armor Piercing (ADVAP) 
round while new specialized rounds are 
under development. 

In April 2017, Gen. Mark A. Milley 
testified to Congress that the current 
5.56mm round does not have the mass to 
penetrate the body armor worn by the 
enemy. The alternative would normally 
be the 7.62mm round, but it is too heavy 
and has insufficient propellant to travel 
either fast or far enough to serve the 
Army’s requirements, so the answer lies 
between the two. 

The system that will make all the 
difference and be the heart of the rifle 
will be the fire control system, which is 
being developed independently. It is 
touted as a miniature version of the 
systems currently in use by ground 
vehicles and aircraft. 

While the Army’s target of fielding at 
least two of the new weapons in each 
squad by 2022 may seem a little 
ambitious, no one is disputing that the 
new rifle is sorely needed. Norman noted 
in the interview that they received the 
support of the Secretary of Defense and 
Congress for the new weapon as part of 
their review of the Army’s combat 
strategy portfolio. 

The Army is aware that it cannot 
replace all of its 80,000 SAW rifles 
immediately, but intends to get the new 
variant out to the field as soon as 
possible. 

The M249 Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) fills the 
automatic rifle role in infantry squads and provides light 
machine gun capabilities in combat service and combat 
service support units.  

A U.S. Army Soldier with 1st Battalion, 32nd 
Infantry Regiment, 10th Mountain Division, fires an 
M4 rifle during a gun battle with insurgent forces in 
Barge Matal, during Operation Mountain Fire.  
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Why is the bayonet holder called 
“frog”? 

According to Google: 
When not in use, it was unofficially 

used as a handy place to park 
a bayonet when reloading one's musket. 
The term was corrupted to "frogather", 
then "frogger", then "frog" at about the 
same time as the purpose-made 
leather holder was introduced.  

Shell-hole in the side of HMS Chester 
sustained at the Battle of Jutland, 31 May 
1916. Visible on deck is a 5.5-inch gun 

Still from film shot by a Hawker Typhoon of No. 181 Squadron RAF while attacking trucks in railways 
sidings at Nordhorn, Germany, showing a salvo of 60-lb rocket projectiles heading for the target 

Canadian troops with a Bren gun mounted on a 
sidecar-wheel-drive, circa 1940. 

W.H. Murphy testing the bulletproof vest in 1923 

French cross-bow grenade thrower Arbalète 
sauterelle type A d'Imphy, circa 1915. 
Ancient technology in modern warfare. 

A row of 20 mm Oerlikon guns aboard the 
Essex-class aircraft carrier USS Hornet, 1945. 

Australian troops of the British Commonwealth 
Forces man a front-line trench during the Siege of 
Tobruk; North African Campaign, August 1941 
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In the last Bulletin you had a pic of 
A.E. Fitzallen.  But who was 
he?  Well, I have added material 
on the fellow (plus pic attached) 
taken from my book, "Heroes All" 
- Tasmania's participation in The 
Anglo-Boer War.   
Courtesy from Reg. Watson.  
 
FITZALLEN, ALBERT 
EDWARD  (1882-1902) by Reg A. 
Watson 
 Regimental Number:        1212. 
Contingent:   Australian Commonwealth 
Horse. 
Rank:     Private. 
Awards:   Queens South African Medal 
with 1902 clasp.           
Where Buried:   
 Grave Number 334, Garden of Remem-
brance    Elandsfontein, South Africa. 

 
 Fitzallen died of enteric fever, May 

30th 1902 at Elandsfontein.  He was one 
of four sons. who was born August 11, 
1882 at Ross. Two of his brothers, 
Thomas Henry of the First Tasmanian 
Contingent and Charles Edward with the 
2nd Tasmanian Imperial Bushmen, also 
served in the war. Albert enlisted at 
Hobart.  His parents were Joseph and 
Mary (nee Cleave) Fitzallen.  He was a 
blacksmith by trade. He was single upon 
enlistment and was 5'5" in height, with a 
35" chest measurement, complexion, fair, 
eyes, grey and hair light brown.  He had 
a scar on top of left knee.  He was a 
Church of England. 

 An anonymous comrade wrote:  "Pte 
Fitzallen who had been taken ill while at 
the Depot, died in hospital on the 30th, 
deeply regretted by all.  Always ready, 
cheerful and eager to do his duty, he was 
a great loss to all of us"...and later..."The 

squadron unanimously decided to devote 
the whole sports fund, supplement by 
further subscription to erecting suitable 
headstones over his (in reference to F.W. 
Morrisby) and Fitzallen`s graves." 

 J o h n  B u t f o n  j o u r n a l i s t , 
states:  "Trooper Fitzallen was very 
young, having scarcely reached 20, and 
generally enteric was more fatal with the 
younger men.  Military enthusiasm was 
strong in the Fitzallen household, for 
members of the family appear in three 
different contingents.  One went with the 
First Contingent, under Major Cameron; 
another served 15 months under Colonel 
Watchorn.  These brothers came back 
safely; the third, however, which is the 
subject of this sketch, was the family's 
sacrifice to the god of war.  There are but 
few cases in which three brothers gave 
their services to the Empire.  Among 
them were, I believe, Major Wallace 
Brown and two brothers, one of whom, 
'Jeff` fell in the fray.  Young Fitzallen 
was not quiet the youngest in his 
company, Trooper Crooks being only 18 
years and three months." 

 Fitzallen is mentioned on the Hobart 
and Launceston Memorials and there is 
an imposing memorial, together with 
artillery piece, in the centre of the 
township of Ross, in the Midlands of 
Tasmania.  

Prior the memorial was directly in front 
of the Ross Council Chambers and later 
moved to its present site. The artillery 
piece, as a matter of added interest, was 
one of six that were sent from England 
and delivered to the colony of New 
South Wales in 1898. It was used in 
South Africa by Australian troops.  After 
the war it was presented to the Ross 
township. 

Ancient Weapons – What the 
Crossbow did for Warfare 
By Doug Williams  
https://www.outdoorrevival.com/  

The bow is one of the oldest weapons – 
dating so far back in antiquity that we’re 
really not sure when it was invented. 
Some sources cite dates as early as 
64,000 years ago and place the invention 
in Africa. We have a much better idea 
about the history of the crossbow, 
however, which was invented in China in 
the 7th century BC. 

Like much else that has been around 
for centuries, the crossbow has a number 
of myths surrounding it. One of these is 
the claim that it was invented to be 
“armor piercing” and that it served this 
purpose well into the Middle Ages. But, 
as with many myths, the truth is far from 
what is commonly understood about it. 

Bows and, to a lesser extent, 

crossbows have been a part of warfare 
for millennia – until they were replaced 
by gunpowder. While their use has 
changed throughout time, the basic idea 
hasn’t.  It shoots a short arrow-
like projectiles called bolts or quarrels.   

The bow and the 
crossbow gave 
commanders a 
weapon that could 
be used to target 
enemy soldiers at 
a long range. In 
both attack and 
d e f e n s e ,  a 
c o m p a n y  o f 
archers could 
provide massed 
fire and attack the 
enemy before the 
army could get 
into melee range. 

Massed fire of this type was not 
normally aimed at individuals but rather 
at the opposing army: merely sending 
volleys of fire into the enemy ranks with 
the idea that a certain percentage of the 
arrows would hit their targets. 
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Even so, this required a high degree of 
skill on the part of the archers, who 
needed to be able to draw and fire a large 
number of arrows quickly with some 

degree of accuracy. 
Even that sort of shooting required the 

archers to have received a considerable 
amount of training and practice. Aiming 
a bow, especially the bows they had back 
then, is an acquired skill. Older bows 
didn’t have sights and all of the other 
bells and whistles that modern compound 
hunting bows have. 

This is where the crossbow came in. By 
mounting a bow on a gunstock it was 
turned into a “point-and-shoot” weapon. 
While the average person might not be 
able to shoot one as accurately as a 
trained archer, they would still be able to 
shoot it. This was good enough for the 
massed fire I mentioned a moment ago. 

Not only was the crossbow a point-and-
shoot weapon, but it was also extremely 
accurate. It was much easier to teach 
archers to use a crossbow accurately than 
it was to teach archers to shoot a bow 
accurately. The design of the crossbow, 
even without modern sights, allowed the 
archer to sight along the weapon.  

Early crossbows didn’t have the huge 
draw weights of modern ones. They were 
not a high-velocity weapon; rather, they 
were the same sort of bow mounted on a 
stock with a trigger mechanism. This 
made them easier to use. 

Later on, in the second century BC, the 
multi-shot crossbow was developed. This 
added a magazine so that multiple bolts 
could be loaded into the weapon. Each 
time the archer drew the bowstring and 
set it, a bolt would drop into place, 
putting the crossbow fully in action while 
saving the archer time in the reloading 
process and allowing them to fire more 
quickly. 

The real secret of the crossbow was the 
trigger mechanism, which was a closely 
guarded secret of the Chinese for 
centuries. Crossbows were not allowed to 
fall into enemy hands to prevent them 
from being copied. They became one of 
the best-kept military secrets of all time. 

The inventor of the crossbow never 
actually intended for it to be used in 
battle. Rather, it was his intent that the 
crossbow would be a weapon to cause 
peace. 

The foundational idea, which has 

surfaced more than 
once throughout the 
history of warfare, 
w a s  t h a t  t h e 
appearance of new 
and superior weapons 
technology on the 
battlefield would be 
enough to cause the 
o t h e r  s i d e  t o 
surrender. But it 
didn’t work that way. 

The Pros and Cons 
While crossbows of 

the Middle Ages 
never reached the 
point of being able to pierce plate armor, 
the draw weight of the bows did increase. 
This helped them to defeat lesser types of 
armor such as leather armor, ring mail, 
and even chain mail to some extent, even 
though chain mail was developed to 
protect against arrows. 

On the downside, while crossbows 
were easier to aim, these higher draw 
weight crossbows were harder to draw 
and load, which slowed down firing 
rates. Archers would need to use a foot in 
a metal stirrup to hold the crossbow 
while they drew the string with both 
hands, locking it into the firing 
mechanism. Some crossbows were so 
powerful that had to be cocked with a 
windlass – a process that took a couple of 
minutes per shot.  

Once they did that, they could load the 
bolt. This worked out to a firing rate of 
four bolts per minute for hand-drawn 
crossbows and one per minute for 
windlass-drawn crossbows. 

By comparison, archers using bows or 
longbows could shoot anywhere from six 
to twelve arrows per minute depending 
on the time period and the training of the 
archers. Not only that, but bows are 
considerably lighter and easier to carry 
into battle than crossbows.  

While all archers carried an alternate 
weapon, usually some sort of sword, this 
was much more essential for the archer 
armed with a crossbow than for one 
armed with a bow. 

Even at the best speeds, the time it took 
to reload the crossbow made it a “one-
shot” weapon on the battlefield – unless 
the archer was behind a line of infantry 
to protect him. Once he shot, he would 
have to resort to his sword until he could 
remove himself to a place of safety 
where he would have time to ready his 
crossbow once again. 

This brings to light an interesting 
principle of warfare: gains in the power 
of weapons usually require a tradeoff in 
either accuracy or ease of use. 

The most powerful weapon on the 
battlefield isn’t of much use if you can’t 

bring it to bear before the enemy has a 
chance to shoot you. Always weigh up 
all factors before making a decision. 

The multi-shot crossbow was developed in the 2nd century BC  

Illustration of a gaffe 
lever mounted on a 
crossbow that is nearly 
at full-span  

Twentieth 
century 
depiction of 
a windlass 
pulley  
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Modern military and paramilitary 
use. 

In modern times, crossbows are no 
longer used for war, but there are still 
some applications. For example, in the 
Americas, the Peruvian army (Ejército) 
equips some soldiers with crossbows and 
rope, to establish a zip-line in difficult 
terrain. In Brazil the CIGS (Jungle 
Warfare Training Center) also trains 
soldiers in the use of crossbows. 

 In the United States of America, SAA 
International Ltd manufacture a 150 ft·lb 
crossbow-launched version of the U.S. 
Army type classified Launched Grapnel 
Hook (LGH), among other mine 
countermeasure solutions designed for 
the middle-eastern theatre. It has been 
successfully evaluated in Cambodia and 
Bosnia. 

It is used to probe for and detonate 
tripwire initiated mines and booby traps 
at up to 50 meters. The concept is similar 

to the LGH device originally only fired 
from a rifle, as a plastic retrieval line is 
attached. Reusable up to 20 times, the 
line can be reeled back in without 
exposing oneself. The device is of 
particular use in tactical situations where 
noise discipline is important. 

In Europe, British-based Barnett 
International supplied crossbows 
to Serbian forces which according to The 
G u a r d i a n  w e r e  l a t e r  u s e d 
"in ambushes and as a counter-sniper 
weapon", against the Kosovo Liberation 
Army during the Kosovo War in the 
areas of Pec and Djakovica, south west 
of Kosovo. Whitehall launched an 
investigation, though the department of 
trade and industry established that not 
being "on the military list" crossbows 
were not covered by such export 
regulations. Paul Beaver of Jane's 
defence publications commented that, 
"They are not only a silent killer, they 

also have a psychological effect".  
On 15 February 2008, Serbian Minister 

of Defence Dragan Sutanovac was 
pictured testing a Barnett crossbow 
during a public exercise of the Serbian 
army's Special Forces in Nis, 200 km 
south of capital Belgrade.  

Special forces in both Greece and 
Turkey also continue to employ the 
crossbow. Spain's Green Berets still use 
the crossbow as well. 

In Asia, some Chinese armed forces 
use crossbows, including the special 
force Snow Leopard Commando Unit of 
the People's Armed Police and 
the People's Liberation Army. One 
justification for this comes in the 
crossbow's ability to stop persons 
carrying explosives without risk of 
causing detonation. During the Xinjiang 
riots of July 2009, crossbows were used 
alongside modern military hardware to 
quell protests. 

 The Indian Navy's Marine Commando 
Force were equipped until the late 1980s 
with crossbows supplied with cyanide-
tipped bolts, as an alternative 
to suppressed handguns. 

The native Montagnards of Vietnam's 
Central Highlands were also known to 
have used crossbows, as both a tool for 
hunting, and later, an effective weapon 
against the Viet Cong during the 
Vietnam War. Montagnard fighters 
armed with crossbows proved a highly 
valuable asset to the US Special Forces 
operating in Vietnam, and it was not 
uncommon for the Green Berets to 
integrate Montagnard crossbowmen into 
their strike teams  

 
Source Wikipedia 

The  military TAC-15 Crossbow 

The Weapons of Bonnie & Clyde & 
the Guns That Stopped Them 
Christian Oord  
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/  

Who hasn’t heard of Bonnie and Clyde, 

the audacious gangsters who were both 
heroes and villains? 

There have been countless movies 
about this pair of gangsters, from the 
original 1967 classic starring Faye 
Dunaway to the more recent 2013 
miniseries bearing the same name. 

Then, even more currently, fans and the 
curious alike can get an alternative 
glimpse of the fugitives’ tale through the 
eyes of the lawmen who eventually 
n a b b e d  t h e m .  T h e  N e t f l i x 
production Highwaymen, starring Kevin 
Costner and Woody Harrelson, was just 
released on the streaming service in 

March 2019. 
Long gone are the days when the 

glorification of outlaws was almost the 
norm. And that is how it should be. 
However, no two American criminals 
managed to capture the American 
people’s imagination more than the 
lovers Bonnie and Clyde.  

Their devilish actions created a myth of 
an almost indestructible couple who took 
what they wanted in a world ravaged by 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
Hunger, joblessness, and homelessness 
were prolific. The American public lived 
from one meal to the next, but Bonnie 
and Clyde prevailed with unrivaled 
swagger. 

And there were always lots of guns. 
Dressed in pretty dresses and three-

piece suits, they gunned their way 
through the American Southwest. Bonnie 
and Clyde told their brutal story of 
weaponry and love for V8 engines, 
which to many was even glamorous, with 

Bonnie and 
Clyde in March 
1933 in a photo 
found by police 
at an abandoned 
hideout  
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a series of self-glorifying photographs. 
They knew how to harness the power of 
the selfie, putting any present-day 
influencer to shame. 

Together they attacked banks and small 
businesses, Clyde Champion Barrow 
with his trusty Browning Automatic rifle 
(BAR) and Bonnie with her favorite 
Remington semi-automatic Model 11 
shotgun. The villainous pair was often 
caught on camera horsing around with 
their weapons.  

Barrow had stolen his weapon, which 
shot 30-caliber bullets, from the Missouri 
National Guard Armory. It was said that 
he particularly appreciated the BAR’s 
high rate of firepower and the bullets’ 
superior ability to penetrate automobile 
bodies. 

The felonious couple shot a total of 13 
people with their assortment of guns and 
drove through the southwestern United 
States for months before the police could 
stop them. Their bloody odyssey 
cap t iva ted  mi l l ions  of  the i r 
contemporaries, who devoured brash 
newspaper articles about their overhyped 
crimes fed, of course, by Bonnie’s 
incessant supply of pictures. 

In truth, Bonnie and Clyde were two 
lost, frightened, and desperate souls. 
He was raised to a life of crime from a 
very young age, and she always 
wanted to become a movie star. Parker 
was 19 and Barrow 21 when they met 
in 1930. It was love at first sight. 

When Barrow landed behind bars, 
Parker went to visit him and smuggled 
a pistol into the prison – it was a Colt 
32 revolver. As a result, Barrow broke 
out but was quickly caught again. 
However, he was released in 1932 on 
probation. That’s when they started 
their hell-bent criminal tour of the 
country that would last two years. 

By the time they were done, the 
authorities had attributed more than a 
hundred offenses to their name. There 
was murder, abduction, bank robbery, 
car theft, and other forms of larceny. 
However, unlike the myths of their 
great riches that abounded throughout 
the country, their escapades usually only 
involved small coups that brought in 
single-digit sums – literally a pittance in 
the grand scheme of things.  

They died as brutally as they lived 

The first bullet from Frank Hamer’s 
Remington Model 8 was already deadly. 
It hit the windshield and then Clyde 
Barrow’s skull, just above the left ear. 

Bonnie Parker also 
s a n k  d o w n , 
screaming for a long 
time. 

Former Texas 
Ranger and most 
probably the USA’s 
m o s t  f a m o u s 
lawman,  Frank 
Hamer, and the five 
men in his posse 
continued firing, 
alternating among 
pistols, shotguns, 
and semiautomatic 
rifles until they were 
sure the wild 
gangster duo was 
dead. The autopsy 
later found a total of 
43 bullet holes on 
the bodies. 

That was the 
bloody end to one of 
the most infamous 
gangster careers in 

history. Bonnie and Clyde’s demise had 
a whiff of Greek tragedy about it. Their 
mutual infatuation for one another fueled 
their aimless rampage across the country. 
They continued moving forward like 

Mark Anthony and Cleopatra, 
completely confident that their love 
would protect them until finally, death 
came knocking. 

Bonnie was 23 and Clyde 24 when they 
died on May 23, 1934, on Highway 154 
between Gibsland and Sailes, two small 
towns in northern Louisiana. Hamer’s 
men waited for them in ambush thanks to 
a tipoff from a former gang member’s 
father. 

The troupe of lawmen immediately 
began firing and only stopped when the 

Ford, with its crumpled occupants, 
lay smoking in a nearby ditch. 
Dallas County Sheriffs Ted Hinton 
and Bob Alcorn explained the 
happenings in their statements after 
the event: 
Each of us six officers had a 
shotgun and an automatic rifle and 
pistols. We opened fire with the 
automatic rifles. They were emptied 
before the car got even with us. 
Then we used shotguns…. There 
was smoke coming from the car, 
and it looked like it was on fire. 
After shooting the shotguns, we 
emptied the pistols at the car, which 
had passed us and ran into a ditch 
about 50 yards on down the road. It 
almost turned over. We kept 
shooting at the car even after it 

stopped. We weren’t taking any chances. 
One the day that Bonnie and Clyde 

were killed, the authorities found an 
arsenal of weapons in their car that was 
enough for a small army: 

Browning Automatic Rifle, this rifle is part of 
the Army Heritage Museum Collection. 
American Heritage Museum.  

Just 16 years old, W. D. Jones committed two murders in his first two weeks as 
Clyde Barrow’s protégé. The cut-down shotgun is one of Barrow’s “whippit” guns.  

Bonnie and Clyde in a field  
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Seven .45 Colt 1911 pistols 
One .32 caliber Colt automatic pistol 
One sawed-off 20 gauge Remington 

Model 11 shotgun (Bonnie’s favorite) 
Three .30-06 Browning Automatic 

Rifles (Clyde’s favorite) 
One double action Colt revolver 
One sawed-off Winchester 10 gauge 

lever action shotgun 
One .380 caliber Colt automatic pistol 
Furthermore, there were also 3,000 

rounds of various ammunition, and 100 
BAR magazines with 20 cartridges in 
each. 

Word of the death of Bonnie and Clyde 

spread like wildfire. The 
now deceased lovers’ 
macabre reality-show 
continued as hundreds 
of souvenir-seekers 
gathered around their 
car as it was towed into 
the nearby town.   

A frenzy of men and 
women cut and pulled 
on the bloody locks on Bonnie’s head, 
and slivers of fabric and even one of 
Clyde’s ears were taken.  Bonnie Parker 
and Clyde Barrow were laid to rest in 
separate cemeteries despite their wishes 

to be buried side by side. Thousands of 
people turned up for their respective 
funerals, bearing testament to the duo’s 
incredible fame that would live on to this 
day. 

Former Texas Ranger Frank Hamer, the Barrow Gang’s relentless shadow after the 
notorious Eastham prison breakout.  

Over a dozen guns and several thousand rounds of 
ammunition (including 100 20-round BAR magazines) 
were in the perforated Ford  

“The Trail’s End” was on a road deep in the piney Louisiana woods. 32°26′28.21″N 
93°5′33.23″W  

Bonnie & Clyde “Whippet” 20 gauge Remington 
Model 11 found in their car when they were 
ambushed; awarded to Frank Hamer. (Gun is on 
loan to the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and 
Museum, Waco, Texas from the Sam Houston 
Sanders Corps of Cadets Center, Texas A&M 
University.)  
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The Viet Cong Used German 
WWII Weapons Against the USA 
Nikola Budanovic  
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/ 
 

When the United States entered the war 
in Vietnam, the country’s political 
situation had already been extremely 
complicated. What started out as an anti-
colonial conflict against France ended up 
in a bloody civil war between the USSR-
backed North and the USA-backed 
South. 

Naturally, this proxy war became the 
main point of export regarding weapons 
and war material for both sides. 

But while the United States decided to 
provide their allies in the South with 
relatively new weaponry, the Soviet 
Union saw the chance of disposing of 
vast numbers of arms seized during 
WWII from Nazi Germany. It also took 
the opportunity to get rid of its own 
surplus guns, which were becoming 
fairly outdated. 

Thus it was a common sight for the 
soldiers of the North Vietnamese Army, 
better-known by its abbreviation “NVA,” 
and the guerrilla forces of Viet Cong to 
pack guns and artillery previously used 
on the Eastern Front during the Second 
World War. 

It should come as no surprise that 
roughly two decades after the largest 
military conflict in modern history, there 
was indeed a large amount of surplus 
weaponry which was still very much 
functional, not mention deadly.  

Whether it was the 75mm PaK-40 (a 
standard German WWII anti-tank gun) or 

the FG 42 (one of the rarest assault rifles 
of the war), the NVA was receiving huge 
stocks of weapons and ammo which had 
previously seen action across Europe. 
Now, such weaponry was given another 
life in Southeast Asia.  

Among other popular guns were some 
of the most iconic weapons used by the 
Wehrmacht: the Mg32, the MP40, and 
the MP38, as well as the very backbone 
of German infantry, the legendary Karg 
98k.  

The South Vietnamese Army, along 
with the United States, confiscated a 
number of these weapons. They also 
seized some other peculiar pieces of 
armament, such as the StG-44, the first-
ever mass-produced assault rifle, as well 

as handguns like the 
legendary Walther P38.  

Among other rarities 
found in the arsenal of the 
NVA were handguns 
dating even before the 
WWII era. One such 
weapon was the Mauser C96, popularly 
called the “Broomhandle” due to its 

detachable rifle butt. 
It is presumed that these weapons were 

imported from the Soviet Union as well 
since a limited number of Mauser pistols 

were part of Imperial Russia’s arsenal 
and were subsequently adopted by the  

This tank was captured at the battle of Villers-Bretonneux in 1918. Pictured here 
with British soldiers.  

St. Chamond moments away from getting stuck because it was a , flawed design  

MP40s  

Iconic WW2 STG 44 
captured by the US  

These are from a big warehouse fire, there are also images of tons of 
Thompson sub-machine guns too  
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Red Army.  
Apart from the USSR, other 

contributors to the North Vietnamese war 
effort were East Germany and 
Czechoslovakia. Both countries held a 
significant amount of WWII German 
weapons which remained out of use after 
the war.                                                                      

MP40s  

MG 34 

101st AB trooper with a P38  
From top to bottom: PPS-43, MP 40, K-50M  

Viet Cong handmade Luger lookalike 
Possibly  chambered in 32 ACP. which was 
being sold by Arundel Militaria in the UK  
https://www.forgottenweapons.com/  

AA sight on a MG-34.  
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Before Calling it a Night: The One 
Man Demolition Squad Destroyed, 
With Grenades, Six Enemy machine 
guns posts 

 
By Shahan Russell 
War history on line 
Thomas Currie “Diver” Derrick wasn’t 

among the first to join the Australian 
military when WWII broke out in 1939. 
When he finally did join the following 
year, he was punished for leaving his 
ship to go sightseeing without 
permission. He was punished again for 
punching the soldier who teased him for 
that incident. Then he got in trouble for 
booking the military’s athletic events. 
And still they gave him a Victoria Cross. 

Derrick got married on 24 June 1939. 
Using the fall of France as his excuse, he 
joined the military on 5 July 1940 – 
becoming a private with the 2/48th 

Battalion of the 26th Brigade. Though he 
enjoyed the military, the discipline was 
another thing entirely. 

North Africa 
By March the following year, he was in 

North Africa as part of the 9th Australian 
Division in Gazala, Libya. His unit was 
fortifying their position when the 
German Afrika Korps began heading 
their way. The British retreated to Egypt, 

Destroyed American amtracs and other vehicles on the beach of Iwo Jima, Japan, 
February-March 1945. 

An Africa Corp officer captured in Libya, and driven to the prison 
camp at the rear of the British army, seeing all the allied military 
equipment stated that Germany would have no hope of winning 
the war against so much material. 

The pilot left the crash unscathed and left his flight helmet on the seat - which 
was found 45 years later, in 1988. 
During the restoration, it was discovered that the fuel lines were blocked and 
there was a cloth rag in the engine. The engine had only been put in a few 
days before Ratz took off. Allied POWs often worked in German factories, so 
one of them might have sabotaged the engine."..... That's what I'm talking 
about, POWs keep fighting!  

King George VI inspects an airborne jeep fitted with a Vickers machine gun 
during a visit to the airborne forces in Southern Command, 21 May 1942. With 
him is Major-General Frederick Browning, GOC of the 1st Airborne Division. 

In a newly 
occupied German 
town, an American 
soldier renames 
Hitler Street to 
Roosevelt 
Boulevard, 1945 
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so Derrick’s men were ordered back to 
Tobruk to cover them while making sure 
the Germans couldn’t use the port.Up 
until January 1941, the Italians had held 
Tobruk till they were dislodged by Allied 
forces. Now the Germans wanted it back. 
In taking it, however, the RAF had 

damaged its few defenses which were 
still being repaired when Derrick’s unit 
got there on 9 April 1941. 

So what they had were two lines of 
concrete bunkers some 8 to 9 miles from 
the port to keep artillery fire from 
damaging it. Just outside the city at the 
Bardia-El Adem road junction were a 
few barbed wire fences and a single anti-
tank ditch that was only half finished. 

They worked feverishly to fix this 
perimeter but created another line some 
two miles behind it. 

The day before Derrick’s team arrived, 
the Germans began enclosing the city. 
The 15th Panzer Division settled to the 
east, the 5th Light Division positioned 

itself to the south, while the 
27the Infantry Division made its 
way to  the  west .  The 
Mediterranean was now the only 
way out. 
On April 10, the 231-day siege of 
the city began. As the German 
infantry approached the anti-tank 
ditch the next day, they were 
pushed back by the Australians. 
They had seen the ships the day 
before but had assumed it was to 
evacuate the Allied forces. They 
were wrong. What followed was 
all-out war by land, sea, and air. 
Nor were those in the city 
trapped since Britain still ruled 
the waves. By December, some 
47,280 men had been taken out 
from Tobruk, replaced by 
34,113. Another 33,946 long 
tons of supplies were brought in, 
but at a cost of 34 ships 
destroyed and 33 damaged. 
With this influx, the defenders 
were able to launch sorties. The 

Bardia Raid began late at night on April 
19. Getting hold of an Italian Breda 
machine gun, Derrick led several attacks 
on German and Italian troops, receiving a 
commendation for his bravery and 
daring. 

On April 29, the Axis stepped up their 
attack with increased artillery fire, 
starting the Battle of the Salient. At 8 PM 
the following day, they massed their 

tanks and artillery straight into the 26th 
Australian Brigade. Derrick was a 
section member in the left flank, but it 
did no good. They lost ground and had to 
retreat, but he was made a corporal for 
his conduct.  

He showed his gratitude the following 
month by spotting and turning in a 
German posing as a British tank officer. 
They showed him theirs by making him a 
platoon sergeant in September and 
sending him to Egypt. 

It was at the First Battle of Alamein 
that Derrick really shone. The British 
Eighth Army needed reinforcements, so 
they sent over the 2/48th Battalion. As 
part of the 26th Australian Brigade, 
Derrick led the attack on Tel el Elsa. 

On 10 July 1942, he faced three 
German machine gun posts. Turning 
kamikaze, he ran at them while firing, 

3 August 1941, Australian troops defending their position just outside Tobruk 

The making of an Anti-Tank No. 74 S.T. Grenade (sticky bombs) in 1940 

Sergeant Derrick in New Guinea in 1943 

25 November 1943, this pictures shows Sergeant 
Derrick hoisting the Australian flag over Sattleberg 
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taking out the gunners and diving into 
the German positions with his men 
behind him. The enemy surrendered 
(those who survived), allowing Derrick’s 
team to take over a hundred POWs back 
to camp. 

The next evening the Germans 
retaliated by overrunning the Australian 
position with tanks, followed by their 
infantry. Using sticky bombs, Derrick 
destroyed two tanks and got a 
Distinguished Conduct Medal for it. 

Made a sergeant on July 28, he led a 
reconnaissance team that located German 
machine gun positions for the Second 
Battle of El Alamein. When it began on 
October 23, he hopped on a gun carrier 
and knocked out three of them with a 
Thompson submachine gun. Those who 
saw him thought he’d get a Victoria 
Cross for that, but he didn’t.  

South Pacific 
So he tried again in 1943, this time in 

the South Pacific. Following the landings 
at and subsequient capture of Lae, the 9th 
Division was tasked to seize 
Finschhafen, clear the Huon Peninsula 
and gain control of the Vitiaz Strait. By 2 
October, one of the division’s brigades 
had gained a foothold on Finschhafen, 
but soon encountered fierce Japanese 
resistance. 

In response to a Japanese counter-
attack, the 26th Brigade was transferred 
to reinforce the Australian position on 20 
October. When the division switched to 
the offensive in November, the brigade 
w a s  o r d e r e d  t o  c a p t u r e 
Sattelberg. Sattelberg was a densely 
wooded hill rising 1,000 metres (1,100 
yd) and dominating the Finschhafen 
region; it was in an assault on this 
position that Derrick was to earn the 
Victoria Cross. 

On the morning of November 24, two 
platoons attacked the summit but were 
beaten back, so Derrick tried a third that 
afternoon. He failed, so his superiors 
ordered him to retreat and try again the 
next day. 

Derrick’s unit, 2/48th Battalion,  had 
captured the Japanese airstrip at 
Mahalang on September 14, and he 
wasn’t impressed by them. As he always 
had had a problem with discipline, 

instead of obeying, he told his 
commanders that he was pinned down. 

He wasn’t. While his men provided 
cover fire, he scaled the cliff and 
managed to chuck grenades into seven 
Japanese posts – all while under heavy 
fire, himself. Then he returned to camp, 
called on more men, and took out three 
more before calling it a night. They still 
hadn’t taken the peak, but they’d try 
again the next morning. 

Taking out German machine gun posts 
and tanks in Egypt didn’t earn Derrick 
the Victoria Cross. It was taking out the 
Japanese in New Guinea that did. 

They did, showering the summit with 
heavy artillery barrage to make way for 
the full attack. At 8:25 AM, a patrol was 
sent ahead, but they came back shaking 
their heads. The Japanese were gone. 

They had apparently abandoned their 
posts shortly after Derrick’s grenade 
launching spree. He was therefore given 
the honor of raising the Australian flag 
above the hill. 

Later War & Death 
The 2/48th Battalion remained at 

Sattelberg until late December 1943, 
when it returned to the coast in order to 
regroup. On 7 February 1944, the 
battalion sailed from Finschhafen for 
Australia, disembarking at Brisbane. 

On 20 August 1944, Derrick was 
posted to an officer cadet training unit in 
Victoria. He requested that he be allowed 
to rejoin the 2/48th Battalion at the end 
of the course; contrary to normal Army 
policy that prevented officers 
commissioned from the ranks from 
returning to their 
previous units. An 
exemption was granted to 
Derrick only after much 
lobbying. 

On 1 May 1945, 
Derrick took part in the 
landing at Tarakan; an 
island off the coast of 
Borneo. Under the cover 
of a naval and aerial 
bombardment, he led his 
men ashore in the initial 
waves of the landing. 
Slowly pushing inland, 
the 2/48th Battalion’s 

main task from 19 May was to capture a 
heavily defended hill code-named Freda. 
On 22 May, Derrick’s was one of two 
platoons that attacked a well-defended 
knoll and captured the position. Derrick 
played a key role in this action, and 
coordinated both platoons during the 
final assault that afternoon. 

After capturing the knoll, the two 
platoons—reinforced by two sections of 
the 2/4th Commando Squadron—dug in 
to await an expected Japanese counter-
attack. At about 03:30 on 23 May, a 
Japanese light machine gun fired into the 
Australian position. Derrick sat upright 
to see if his men were all right, and was 
hit by five bullets from the gun’s second 
burst; striking him from his left hip to the 
right of his chest. His runner, dragged 
him behind cover, but Derrick could not 
be immediately evacuated as Japanese 
troops attacked at about 04:00. Derrick 
was in great pain, and told Colby that he 
had “had it”. Despite his wounds, he 
continued to issue orders for several 
hours. 

When stretcher bearers reached the 
position at dawn, Derrick insisted that 
the other wounded be attended to first. 
Derrick was carried off Freda later that 
morning. At the hospital, surgeons found 
that bullets had torn away much of 
Derrick’s liver; he died on 24 May 1945 
during a second operation on his 
wounds.He was buried in the 2/48th 
Battalion’s cemetery on Tarakan that 
afternoon, and later re-interred at the 
Labuan War Cemetery, plot 24, row A, 
grave 9. 

Men of the 2/48th Battalion gathered around Derrick’s grave during his 
funeral. 

Trench digging tool kit 
with bayonet attachment 

for mine probing  
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Urban Legends of War That Are 
Actually True 
Jinny McCormick  
War history on line 

Legends, stories, and anecdotes are 
woven through the quilt of veteran and 
civilian experiences of war. We gain new 
words from war slang, and the same 
stories are told from war to war with tiny 
adjustments to make them fresh and 
current. 

These stories are even more interesting 
when they turn out to be true, like the 
one below. 

Monopoly Gives POWs a Get out of 
Jail Free Card 

During WWII, Germany allowed aid 
agencies, such as the Red Cross, to 
deliver care packages to prisoners of war 
in Germany. Those packages were 
allowed to contain recreational items. 

British intelligence officer, Christopher 
Clayton Hutton, had a brilliant idea: 
concealing items in a board game that 
would help the POWs get home should 
they be able to escape. 

Waddington’s, a British partner of 
Parker Bros, was at the time 
manufacturing Monopoly board games. 
They were also well known in Britain for 
their ability with detailed printing on 

silk. A secret area was set up for quieted 
employees to make special board games 
for the POWs. They made shallow 
indentions under the top graphic paper on 
which you play and underneath they hid 
files, a compass, and a map. 

Paper maps were unreliable because 
they were easily damaged and the 
rustling and crinkling of the paper could 
be heard, so they made the Monopoly 
maps out of carefully folded silk.  The 
maps showed routes from the POW camp 
to safety. These sets even included real 
currency hidden in the stack of 
Monopoly money! 

Aid workers knew which camps to 

send the boards to by seemingly 
innocuous periods after a certain place 
name on the board. British pilots, before 
leaving for war, were told that the special 
sets could be identified by a red dot on 
the Free Parking space. 

Representatives of Waddingtons point 
out that the sets were smuggled in by 
fictitious aid agencies because if a set 
were discovered by Germans for what it 
really was, they did not want the Red 
Cross involved. That might have led to 
the real agency being unable to deliver 
needed items to the POWs. 

The John Waddington Company made 
other maps and escape aids for the 
British government during the war. Other 
games were used to conceal aids to 
POWs like decks of cards and Snakes 
and Ladders. Pencils even held very 
tightly packed maps. Some silk maps 
were inserted into jackets or the heels of 
RAF pilots’ boots. It is unknown exactly 
how many POWs used the maps and 
escape aids to reach safety, but the 
estimate is that 10,000 out of 35,000 
former POWs who made it back to safety 
before the end of the war used these aids. 

"Fireworks on Hell's Half Acre" - The first rounds take flight as Marine rocketeers 
launch pyramids of projectiles toward Japanese emplacements in support of a 
Leatherneck advance on Iwo. February 28, 1945.  

Pal was responsible for saving an entire Marine platoon from an ambush on 
Okinawa after discovering a hidden Japanese machine gun nest. Military dogs 
were commonly used by the Marines in the Pacific for this specific task, along 
with sniffing out mines, dug in hidden Japaneses soldiers and more 
importantly, snipers.  

Monopoly boards were used to smuggle tools, maps, 
and even money to PoWs during WW2. By William 
Warby – CC-BY 2.0  

The Battle of Taranto In 1940 May 
Have Influenced Japanese Tactics At 
Pearl Harbor 

David Herold War history on line 
Out of all the battles that took place 

during WWII, there are some that have 
had a deep impact on both sides. The 
Battle of Taranto is one of these. 

During the night of 11 and 
12 November 1940, a battle began in the 
waters of Taranto in Italy. The Royal 
Navy of England under the leadership of 
Admiral Andrew Cunningham launched 
a naval attack on the Italian naval forces 
fighting under the leadership of Admiral 
Inigo Campioni. 

Despite the shallow depth of water, the 
Regia Marina battle fleet in Taranto was 
hit using aerial torpedoes. 

The Royal Navy used torpedo bombers 
and the Fairey Swordfish in the 
Mediterranean Sea and caused havoc in 
the waters of Taranto. This battle showed 
the world the devastating power a Navy 
has when it comes to fighting in the seas. 

What Triggered the Battle? 
Taranto, a port city on the south-east 

coast of Italy, was home to the first 
squadron of Regia Marina. The British 
Royal Navy was on the hunt for blunting 
any power in the Mediterranean Sea and 
the plans to capture the port of Taranto 

were made as early as 1935 when 
Abyssinia was invaded by Italy. 

The North African Campaign of British 
Army based in Egypt was facing supply 
difficulties owing to the long route the 
supply ships had to take all the way from 
Gibraltar to Alexandria following a long 
route around the Cape of Good Hope. 
This route was very long and slow. The 
Italian fleet that was supplying goods to 
Italian Army’s operation based in Libya 
was in an ideal position to interdict the 
British reinforcement and supplies. 

The Italian fleet that was supplying 
goods to Italian Army’s operation based 
in Libya was in an ideal position to 
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interdict the British reinforcement and 
supplies. 

The Italian Navy was not willing to 
seek a battle with the much larger and 
stronger Royal Navy on their own 
because they would not have been able to 

replace any ship bigger than the 
destroyer. At Taranto, the Italian fleet 
was a strong one and was made up of 
seven heavy cruisers, six battleships, 
eight destroyers and two light cruisers. 
The threat of sortie was a serious threat 
to the British. 

In 1938, during the Munich Crisis, 
Admiral Sir Dudley Pound was 
concerned about HMS Glorious, the 
aircraft carrier of the Royal Navy 
because of the strong Italian forces 
present in the Mediterranean. The staff 
was asked to re-examine all the 
possibilities to attack the strategically 
important location of Taranto. This is 

when the Admiral was told about the 
possibility of attacking the Italian fleet at 
Taranto using the Fairey TSR Swordfish 
of the HMS Glorious.  

The advice was given by the captain 
of Glorious, Arthur LStG Lyster and was 
readily accepted by the Admiral. The 
training began soon afterward and to 
keep it confidential, there were no 
written records kept of the training.  

A month before the beginning of war, 
Admiral Pound was replaced by Admiral 
Cunningham. This is when Pound asked 
the new Admiral to consider the 
possibility of this operation and it turned 
into the famous Operation Judgment to 
assess the possibility of carrying out the 
attack.  

The loss of the French fleet in the 
Mediterranean after the Fall of France 
led to a reaffirmation of the need to carry 
out the attack on Taranto. Operation 
Judgment was just a small part of 
Operation MB8, which was to take place 
on the Trafalgar Day in 1940 but due to 
an unforeseen fire in the fuel tank of one 
of the battleships, it was not materialized.  

With the inclusion of the brand new 
HMS Illustrious and its availability in the 
Mediterranean, the argument for the 
attack was further strengthened. 

The Taranto base was defended by 193 
machine guns and 101 anti-aircraft guns. 
The various convoys and forces included 
in the Operation MB8 were successful in 
deceiving the Italians who thought only a 

Aftermath of the battle showing an Italian battleship down by the bows and beached (far right).  

The First naval squad based in Taranto harbour in the 1930s.  

Attack directions of the British planes. Maximix – 
CC BY-SA 3.0  

Aerial-reconnaissance vertical of Italian naval vessels moored in the outer harbor at Taranto, Italy.  

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Cunningham, 1947  
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normal convoy was present, which 
helped a great deal in the British 
operations. 

The fleet and base at Taranto was 
attacked with a first wave of 12 aircraft, 
and the second consisting of nine. A lot 
of crossfire was observed with the Italian 
battleships suffering significant damage. 
Two aircraft of the Royal Navy were also 
shot down by the Italian Navy. 

The Aftermath 
The Italian Navy suffered the loss 

of  about half of their main battleships in 
one night. However, they transferred the 
undamaged ships to Taranto and did not 
let them go beyond the control of the 
harbor. Cunningham was of the belief 
that the Italian would not risk their 

remaining battleships but this was proven 
wrong when a mission delivering an 
aircraft to Malta was successfully 
disrupted by Italian Navy just five days 
after the incident of Taranto took place. 

An Eye for An Eye 
The attack on Taranto was avenged a 

year later when the Italian navy carried 
out the Raid on Alexandria, causing 
heavy damage to HMS Valiant and HMS 
Queen Elizabeth. 

The primary goal of attacking Taranto 
was not achieved by the Royal Navy and 
in fact, shipping largely increased during 
the months following the attack. The 
balance of power was not affected in the 
Central Mediterranean, and the British 
Naval Authorities did not succeed in 

their primary objective. 
The Attack on Taranto and Pearl 

Harbor 
It is quite likely that the attack on Pearl 

Harbor in the subsequent years was 
influenced by the attack on Taranto. The 
Japanese made a similar attack, but a 
considerably larger operation in the later 
years on Pearl Harbor after carefully 
studying the Taranto Attack and drawing 
conclusions from it because both of these 
attacks had one thing in common; they 
were both attacks on shallow harbors. 

The Battle of Taranto is a major event 
to have taken place in the history of both 
the Italian and the British Navy with both 
sides facing serious damage. However, 
the objectives of the battle were not 
achieved by the Royal Navy, thus 

making this battle unsuccessful on their 
part. 
Italian losses/casualty 
 59 killed 
 600 wounded 
 1 battleship sunk 
 2 battleships heavily damaged 
 1 heavy cruiser slightly damaged 
 2 destroyers slightly damaged 
 2 aircraft destroyed on the ground 
 
British losses 
 2 killed 
 2 captured 
 2 aircraft shot down 
 
The Italian battleships suffered 

HMS Valiant 

HMS Ark Royal in 1939, with Swordfish of 820 Naval 
Air Squadron passing overhead.  

Aerial view of the inner harbour showing damaged   
Trento-class cruisers surrounded by floating oil  

The damaged “Littorio” 

Fairey TSR Swordfish armed with torpedo 
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significant damage:  
 Conte di Cavour had a 12 m × 8 m (39 ft 
× 26 ft) hole in the hull, and permission 
to ground her was withheld until it was 
too late, so her keel touched the bottom 
at a deeper depth than intended. 27 of the 
ship's crew were killed and over 100 
more wounded. In the end, only her 
superstructure and main armament 
remained above water. She was 
subsequently raised, partially repaired 
and transferred to Trieste for further 
repairs and upgrades, but the mutated 
strategic situation put these works in low 
priority. She was still undergoing repairs 
when Italy surrendered, so she never 
returned to full service; 

Caio Duilio had only a slightly smaller 
hole (11 m × 7 m (36 ft × 23 ft)) and was 
saved by running her aground; 

Littorio had considerable flooding 
caused by three torpedo hits. Despite 
underwater protection (the 'Pugliese' 
system, standard in all Italian 
battleships), the damage was extensive, 
although actual damage to the ship's 
structures was relatively limited (the 
machinery was intact). Casualties were 
32 crewmen killed and many wounded. 
She was holed in three places, once on 
the port side (7 m × 1.5 m (23 ft 0 in 
× 4 ft 11 in)), and twice on the starboard 
side (15 m × 10 m (49 ft × 33 ft) and 
12 m × 9 m (39 ft × 30 ft)). She too was 
saved by running her aground. 
Despite this, in the 
morning, the ship's 
bows were totally 
submerged. 

Italian defences fired 
13,489 shells from the 
land batteries, while 
several thousand were 
fired from the ships. 
Th e  an t i - a i r c r a f t 
b a r r a g e  w a s 
formidable, having 101 
guns and 193 machine-
guns. There were also 

87 balloons, but strong winds caused the 
loss of 60 of them. Only 4.2 km (2.3 nmi; 
2.6 mi) of anti-torpedo nets were actually 
fielded around the ships, up to 10 m 
(33 ft) in depth, while the need was for 
12.8 km (6.9 nmi; 8.0 mi). There were 
also 13 aerophonic stations and 22 
searchlights (the ships had two 
searchlights each).Denis Boyd, 
Commanding Officer HMS Illustrious, 
stated in his after-action report, "It is 
notable that the enemy did not use the 
searchlights at all during either of the 
attacks." 

Littorio was repaired with all available 
resources and was fully operational again 
within four months, while restoration of 
the older battleships proceeded at a much 
slower pace (repairs took seven months 
for Caio Duilio, and the repairs for Conte 
di Cavour were never completed). In all, 
the Swordfish attack was made with just 
20 aircraft. Two Italian aircraft were 
destroyed on the ground by the bombing, 
and two unexploded bombs hit the 
cruiser Trento and the destro-
yer Libeccio. Near misses damaged the 
destroyer Pessagno. 

Influence on Pearl Harbor 
It is likely the Imperial Japanese Navy's 

staff carefully studied the Taranto raid 
during planning for the attack on Pearl 
Harbor because of the issues with a 
shallow harbour. Japanese Lieutenant 

Commander Takeshi Naito, the assistant 
naval attaché to Berlin, flew to Taranto 
to investigate the attack firsthand. Naito 
subsequently had a lengthy conversation 
with Commander Mitsuo Fuchida about 
his observations in October 1941. 

Fuchida led the Japanese attack on 7 
December 1941. More significant, 
perhaps, was a Japanese military mission 
to Italy in May 1941. A group of IJN 
officers visited Taranto and had lengthy 
discussions with their Italian Navy 
opposite numbers. 

However, the Japanese had been 
working on shallow-water solutions since 
early 1939, with various shallow ports as 
the notional targets, including  
Manila, Singapore, Vladivostok, and 
Pearl Harbor.  

In the early 1930s, as their Type 91 
aerial torpedo entered service, the 
Japanese used a breakaway wooden nose 
to soften its impact with the water, as 
early as 1936, had perfected breakaway 
wooden fins for added aerial stability. 

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
was a considerably larger operation than 
Taranto. All six Imperial Japanese fleet 
carriers, each one equipped with an air 
wing having over twice the number of 
planes of any British carrier, took part. It 
resulted in far more devastation: seven 
American battleships were sunk or 
disabled, and several other warships were 
destroyed or damaged. The U.S. Navy 
thereafter designed its fleet operations in 
the Pacific Ocean around its carriers 
instead of its battleships as capital ships. 
Battleships were found to be less useful 
in the expanses of the Pacific than in the 
confines of the Mediterranean; the older 
ships were too slow to escort the carriers, 
and were chiefly used as fire support for 
amphibious operations 
 
Note of the Editor. 

One of the major factor contributing to 
the success of the action was fact that the  
British intelligence was aware of the 
gaps in the netting protecting the ships 
from torpedoes attacks.  

The fleet was anchored in plain sight 
with many points of observation. 

Inside sources and 
poor security allowed 
this information to 
reach the British 
Admiralty. 
The other factor was 
that it was believed 
impossible to mount 
such an attack in 
shallow water and 
confined spaces with 
d i f f icu l t  access 
because of anti 
aircraft protection. 

Littorio surrounded by salvage tugs  

Conte di Cavour  heavily damaged in the attack 
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During the Tripolitania Campaign 
(November 1942/February 1943) the 
British 8th Army’s advance along the 
Via Balbia along the Libya coast from 
Tobruk to Tripoli, was hampered by ten 
of thousand of mines: in under four 

weeks the 
Sappers of 
the 30th 
Corps alone 
suffered 170 
casualties 

from mine-clearing. And ingenuous 
placed booby-traps – often fixed to 
corpses – were another constant hazard 
and temptation to the unwary; 
nevertheless the British pushed ahead 
fairly speedily. 
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When talking about WW2 aircraft, the 
conversation generally tends toward 
those made famous by the various 
movies and documentaries like Spitfires, 
Hurricanes and other fighter planes. 
Nevertheless there are many more that 
gained the respect of pilots and historians 
despite their “major roles” performed 
during the conflict and in different 
theatres.    

The Consolidated PBY Catalina was 
developed as a naval patrol aircraft, 
however, over the course of the conflict 
it served with a number of different 
nations in a variety of roles. In the Royal 
Australian Air Force, PBYs and PB2Bs 
(a variant built by Boeing in Canada) 
served as multi role bombers, mine layer, 
scouts, search and rescue, eventually 
earning great renown among Australian 
aircrews. The following is the story of 
one of the airmen that didn’t return. 
From the AWM. Note of the Editor. 
 
14840 Leading Aircraftman Maxwell 
Dawson Berghouse, No. 11 Squadron 
Flying Battle 24 February 1942 
 

Today we remember and pay tribute to 
Leading Aircraftman Maxwell Dawson 
Berghouse. 

Maxwell Berghouse, known as 
“Maxie” to his family and friends, was 
born on the 24th of December 1918 to 
Leon and Catherine Berghouse, in the 
Sydney suburb of Newtown. Maxwell 
had an older brother, John, and an 
identical twin brother, Raymond. 
Maxwell and Raymond were said to be 
so alike in looks that they were able to 
confuse friends, partners, and even 
family members as to their true identity.  

In November 1939, Maxwell 
Berghouse applied to join the Royal 
Australian Air Force, noting in a letter 
that he had qualifications in maths, 
physics, chemistry and English that 
would allow him to serve as a fitter or 
flying officer. In other records, he stated 
that he had served in a local militia force, 
worked as an electrical and mechanical 
fitter, obtained a certificate from 
Hurstville Central Tech, and played 
cricket, tennis and golf. 

There is some difficulty in ascertaining 
exactly what information Berghouse 
supplied while enlisting is entirely true, 
because Maxwell’s entrance tests to join 
the air force were actually sat by his twin 
brother Raymond, who the brothers 
considered to be better at exams. 
Raymond Berghouse sat the exams to 
join the air force, but the identical twin 
brothers were so alike that it was in fact 
Maxwell who eventually joined the force 
and fought in the war. 

Maxwell Berghouse joined the Air 

Force in April 1940 and served under his 
brother’s name. He trained in Sydney, 
Ascot Vale, Amberley and Rathmines, 
and in November 1941 joined No. 11 
Squadron.  

When Berghouse joined No. 11 
Squadron, the unit was based in New 
Guinea, from where it would conduct 
patrols and attacks on Japanese bases off 
the coast of New Guinea. The squadron 
at the time used Catalina flying boats, an 
aircraft well suited to the long-range 
flights required in the South Pacific 
theatre. 

On the 24th of February 1942, 
Berghouse was serving as 2nd Engineer 
on Catalina A24-13 when it took off 
from Port Moresby to attack Japanese 
aerodromes at Rabaul. While conducting 
this mission, the three Australian aircraft 
conducting the attack came under heavy 
anti-aircraft fire from Japanese warships 
in Rabaul Harbour. Two of the aircraft 
safely returned to Port Moresby, but in 
the chaos and confusion of the battle, 
Berghouse’s Catalina was not heard from 
again. All eight crew were reported at the 
time as missing in action. Berghouse was 
23 years old.  

It was not until 1946 that an air force 
inquiry officially declared the entire crew 
to have been killed in 
action, the aircraft 
likely to have 
crashed after being 
hit by the Japanese 
anti-aircraft defence. 

It was also not until 
after the war that 
M a x w e l l 
Berghouse’s real 
n a m e  b e c a m e 
officially recognised 
by the authorities, 
t h o u g h 
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l 
evidence suggests 
that he at least had 
admitted his ruse to 
his friends and 

comrades. 
At the time of his death, Berghouse did 

not know that his fiancée Gloria was 
pregnant with their only child, Ray, who 
was born in July 1942 and would never 
meet his father.  Despite many years of 
searching his flying log book was never 
returned to his family, seemingly lost in 
the confusion of that time – yet another 
mystery surrounding this airman.  

Berghouse is commemorated on the 
Rabaul Memorial in Papua New Guinea, 
which lists of over 1,200 soldiers of the 
Second World War who have no known 
grave. 

His name is listed on the Roll of 
Honour on my left, among some 40,000 
Australians who died while serving in the 
Second World War. 

This is but one of the many stories of 
service and sacrifice told here at the 
Australian War Memorial. We now 
remember Leading Aircraftman Maxwell 
Dawson Berghouse, who gave his life for 
us, for our freedoms, and in the hope of a 
better world. 
 
David Sutton     AWM 
Historian, Military History Section   
Printed with the family permission 

Aerial photo of a rendezvous between the British submarine HMS Telemachus and a Catalina of No. 112 Air 
Sea Rescue Flight RAAF in the Banda Sea, Netherlands East Indies, 23 March 1945. An engineer officer, 
injured in an accident, was transferred from the submarine to the Catalina by dinghy and flown to Darwin, 
Australia.  

The diecast model of the Catalina in the story 
created by www.frontlinehobbies.com.au/  
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The War Horse Memorial is the first national memorial dedicated 
exclusively to the millions of UK, Allied and Commonwealth horses, 
mules and donkeys lost during The Great War, and it pays tribute to 
their nobility, courage, unyielding loyalty. 
Remember the service and sacrifice of so many animals who gave 
their lives.  

11.00 AM Thursday, 20th 2020 . 
Hobart Town First Settlers Wreath laying 
near where Lieutenant-Colonel David 
Collins landed with the first settlers on 20 
February 1804. At the presence of The 
Hon. Elise Archer MP and escorted by 
our Society President John Wise in 1804 
British Marine Uniform. 
Above the monument when dedicated 

"This Memorial erected to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Foundation of 
Hobart, was unveiled by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Second on 20th February, 1954.  

Kelvin and John guard of 
honour at the Hobart 
Town First Settlers 
Wreath laying  ceremony 

War Animal Remembrance Day 2020 Campbel Tows 23 February 

Never mind the wearer!!! It is the 
uniform that is always  a hit with the 
ladies. The Speaker of the house On. 
Sue Hickey MP and our president in 
1804 British Marine Uniform. 

Memorial to Irish convict 
women and children, MACq 01  

Relics of a convict era. 
The broad arrow, a 
sign of government 
manufacture and 
ownership.  
The one on the left is 
on  a brick while the 
one at right is from the 
Ross Bridge in 
Tasmania. 
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