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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433 (Message machine—Please speak clearly)  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th April 2020   
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then….) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
February 26th    Annual shoot at BPC, Mt Rowan + BBQ 
Rules  5.30pm start.  Any rifle, but loads are downloaded and 
ammo supplied for centre fire.  BYOR or shoot supplied. BP if no TFB. 
 
March 25th         Theme night– Edged weapons.   
 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

             They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. Call at 8.30am 
 

 

     



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
Welcome Members, 
           
I hope everyone had an enjoyable and safe 
Christmas and a happy New Year. At the 
forefront of many people’s minds is the 
current fire situation in the East of our 
state and also in NSW. Not to mention 
both SA and Queensland have also been 
affected.  
 
Having had personal experience in the 
devastating fires in our states East, I would 
encourage anyone who can to contribute to 
assist these communities. Every contribu-
tion no matter how small makes a differ-
ence.  
 
With this in mind I recommend you con-
duct your own research into any charities 
to ensure your contribution goes where 
you intend it to. My personal preference is 
through Beretta Australia who have part-
nered with the Anglicare Relief Bushfire 
Appeal.                                                                              
The link is, www.givenow.com.au/
crowdraiser/public/
berettaaustraliabushfirereliefappeal 
  
The murky world of politics once again 
shows it colours, aided by the Australian 
media judge and jury. Sen Bridget McKen-
zie has become embroiled in a government 
grant scheme that has ultimately cost her 
position as deputy Nationals leader and 
cabinet minister.  
 
Sen McKenzie has always been a vocal 
supporter of shooters and thankfully will 
continue to be so. Sen McKenzie has been 
co-chair of the Parliamentary Friends of 
Shooting group since its inception back in 
2015.  
 
One can only speculate whether she would 
have been pursued as vehemently if the 
grant had gone to a flower club rather than 
a shooting club.  
  
In what could tentatively be called a win, 

the Trump Administration is set to imple-
ment updated rules that are claimed to be a 
boon to the American firearms industry. 
The rules update America’s regulatory 
regime for the export of firearms, as well 
as related parts, components, and accesso-
ries.  
 
This could potentially once again enable 
the export of reproduction firearms parts to 
Australia which has recently ceased due to 
the myriad of red tape and exorbitant costs. 
With the USA regularly the only source for 
a lot of these parts, this could also be a 
boon to firearm owners in Australia.     
  
The start-up show for the year will be the 
Shepparton Militaria & Collectables Expo 
held on Feb 29th and Mar 1st. There is also 
a tentative April date for the Melbourne 
Arms & Militaria Fair so hopefully this 
goes ahead. 
  

The first event for the Society will be our 

annual shoot out at the Ballarat Pistol Club 

in Mt Rowan, on the 26th Feb with a 

5:30pm start. Always an enjoyable event, I 

hope to see you there. 

 

Andrew Day. 
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Editorial 
 
We’re back!   So is MAFS, DWTS, 
DD, BB, MKR.  These alone should 
prompt many of you take that intrepid 
step outside your domicile on the last 
Wednesday of the month and...   
To promote greater interest in attending 
and sharing, theme nights should en-
sure interest and entertainment, but … 
Will need input from the membership. 
 
At the time of writing, no venue or 
dates have been set for the Melbourne 
Gun- shows.  Rumour has it, an April 
date is suspected.  Our Eureka Arms 
and Collectables Fair will be on the 11-
12 July at our current venue.  Some 
bookings have already been indicated. 
 
The table size at our fair, is to be re-
duced to units of 1.8m (6ft), instead of 
2.4m (8ft). The price per will still be 
$50 for the weekend or one days.  Dis-
plays by members will not be charged 
for and other clubs or individuals want-
ed to participate, will only need to cov-
er the actual hire cost of the table on 
the proviso that no sales take place. 
 
In line with other shows, ALL table 
hire costs will need to be paid 2 weeks 
BEFORE the fair.  Deposits for table 
will be forfeit 3 weeks out, unless a 
medical condition can be proved, or 
transport compromised. 
 
I know of no member impacted (so far) 
by the bush fires, but of course, like all 
Australians, am shocked at the devasta-
tion and the loss of property and wild 
life.  IMHO, Reducing ground fuel is 
key. 
 

Also my thoughts are with members 
who have medical issues impacting on 
their quality of life.  There are a small 
number to whom that does apply. 
 
The Society continues to grow, albeit 
slowly.  The majority of current appli-
cants, are interesting in sharp things.  
Nevertheless, a member is a member. 
 
The feature article and photo’s have 
been presented by a member, to whom 
I give my thanks.  I do know a number 
of members have serious collections, 
but don’t put “pen to paper” to contrib-
ute.  The result is a thinner newsletter, 
or, do I raid the “net” as some others in 
my position clearly need to do. 
 
The trip to Shepparton, for their show, 
could be made cheaper and easier for 
three local members.  A private car IS 
going to the Show.   
Interested?  Contact the Sec, who will 
contact the member driver.  Just chip in 
for fuel please. 
 
Ed. 

 
Protocol at meetings. 
 
It should go without saying but…. 
 
Please don’t handle any of the items 
brought in for  theme nights. 
 
Look, be interested, but don’t touch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2mm PINFIRE  
PISTOLS 

 
 

Miniature firearms have been made 
for 2-300 years but this article con-
cerns only the 2mm Pinfire pistols 
made since 1900 in Europe and not 
modern custom-made examples. 
Modern Pinfires have been made in 
rifles, cuff-links, derringers, ring 
guns, Mausers to name a few. The 
original early ones are usually sin-

gle-shot pistols, 6 shot revolvers 
and the odd rifle. These were facto-
ry-made or by watch-makers in 
Germany, Austria, Japan or Bel-
gium and were called berloque or 
key-chain/charm pistols. 
Most were marketed into the 1950’s 
but a few are still made. 
 
The frame was made of steel and 
usually nickel-plated or brass/gold 
finish. 
Grips could be round or flat or 
pearl. Usually they are engraved 
with rabbits, deer, flowers, etc. 
Overall length was from 1 1/8” to 
1.5” (28-38mm). 
 
Names like Little Atom, Mighty Mite, 
Xythos, PTB, Maus, Austria, An-
ders & Dworski, Kobold, Behner, 



 

Chadwick & Concra can be found 
stamped on the frames. 
 
 
They usually come in a plastic 
round or rectangular container or 
wooden box. 
Also sold as a flare-gun kit with alu-
minium 9mm flares, adaptor, and 
case extractor. 
The adaptor screws onto the 
threaded barrel on these models of 
pistol and revolver. 
The 2mm pinfire blank launches the 
flare and starts the ignition. 
 

The 2mm Pinfire cartridges were 
loaded as blanks or live with a lead 
bullet. 
A No9 shot pellet fits the blanks so 
a ball round may not be a factory 
load? 
Cartridges came in a plastic cap-
sule of 25 rounds with a cotton-
wool plug. 
The scarcer red plastic Xythos 25 
round box is harder to find. Size 
(15x11x15mm). 
 
The 2mm cartridges have a brass 
case and a steel or brass pin. 
Some have a green wad. 
Dimensions vary a bit. 2mm is a 
nominal 0.0787” . 



 

Blank cases vary from 0.117- 
0.21”long. Diameter from 0.078-
0.088”. 
Ball cartridges vary from 0.158-
0.204 case length. 0.194-0.234” 
loaded length. 

 
  Ballistics for this cockroach killer 
is 1000fps? and 1 ft.lb of energy ? 

A quick story. A friend loaded a pis-
tol and fired it at a Weeties box on 
the kitchen table. 
The lead pellet pierced the box and 
bounced off the wall, so it pays to 
be careful. 

Another story. I bid in a USA auc-
tion for a Japanese pistol 2mm 
pinfire. It was confiscated by cus-
toms unless I registered it, had it 
drop tested, trigger guard fitted 
and serial numbers stamped on it. 
At that time there was no registra-
tion needed for REAL pinfires in 
calibres 5mm-15mm but this mod-
ern 2mm was needed to be regis-
tered. I let them keep it. 
Now all Pinfire handguns need to 
be registered unfortunately. Spoilt 
everything. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Reference: “The Tiniest Guns” by Bob Urso.(USA). 
There is even a miniature arms collector/maker society since 1973 in 
USA. 
 
 
 
 
   
  
John had been in Police work for 25 years.   
 
Finally sick of the stress, he quits his job and buys 50 acres of land 
in the hills in Tasmania as far from humanity as possible.  
He sees the postman once a week and gets groceries once a 
month.  Otherwise it's total peace and quiet.. 
 
After six months or so of almost total isolation, someone knocks on 
his door. He opens it and a huge, bearded man is standing there. 
 
'Name's Cliff, your neighbour from fifty K’s up the road. Having a 
Christmas party Friday night. Thought you might like to come at 
about 5:00...'  
 
'Great', says Tom, 'after six months out here I'm ready to meet some 
local folks Thank you.'  
 
As Cliff is leaving, he stops. 'Gotta warn you. Be some drinking'.' 
 
'Not a problem' says Tom. 'After 25 years in the business, I can 
drink with the best of 'em'. 
 
Again, the big man starts to leave and stops.  
'More 'n' likely gonna be some fighting' too.' 
 
'Well, I get along with people, I'll be all right! ..  
I'll be there. Thanks again.' 
 
'More'n likely be some wild sex, too,'  
 
'Now that's really not a problem' says Tom, warming to the idea. 
'I've been all alone for six months! I'll definitely be there.. By the 
way, what should I wear?'  
 



 

'Don't much matter. Just gonna be 
the two of us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tankette 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
A TKS tankette in the Polish Army Museum. 

A tankette is a tracked armoured fighting vehicle[1] that resembles a small tank, roughly 
the size of a car. It is mainly intended for light infantry support and scouting.[2][3] Collo-
quially it may also simply mean a small tank.[4]  

Several countries built tankettes between the 1920s and 1940s, and some saw limited 
combat in the early phases of World War II. The vulnerability of their light armor, howev-
er, eventually led armies to abandon the concept with some exceptions such as the more 
modern German Wiesel (Weasel) series.  

Characteristics 
Tankettes were made both in two- and three-man models. Some were so low that the oc-
cupant had to lie prone.[3] Some models were not equipped with turrets (and together with 
the tracked mobility, this is often seen as defining the concept), or just a very simple turret 
that was traversed by hand or leg. They were significantly smaller than light tanks and did 
not have a tank gun; instead their main weapon tended to be one or two machine guns or, 
rarely, a 20 mm autocannon or grenade launcher.  

History 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TKS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polish_Army_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continuous_track
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armoured_fighting_vehicle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Infantry_support&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconnaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-T27-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiesel_AWC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-T27-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_turrets
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light_tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_gun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autocannon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grenade_launcher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:TKS_P1010141_2.jpg


 

 
A Japanese Type 94 tankette 
The genesis of the tankette concept was the armoured warfare of World War I. On the Western Front in 
the later stage of the war, Allied tanks could break through the enemy trench lines but the infantry 
needed to consolidate those breaches, so needed protection. 

 
An Italian Carro Leggero 3/35 (L3/35) light tank 
In 1925 British tank pioneer Giffard Le Quesne Martel built a one-man tank, the Morris-Martel, in his 
garage and showed it to the War Office, who agreed to production of a few for testing. The publicity 
caused John Carden and Vivian Loyd to produce their own. Both types were developed further, but the 
two-man Carden Loyd tankette was considered the classic and most successful design, with many other 
tankettes modeled after it. While the design was influential, few Carden Loyd tankettes saw combat,  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_94_tankette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armoured_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allies_of_World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infantry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giffard_Le_Quesne_Martel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris-Martel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_John_Carden,_6th_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vivian_Loyd
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carden_Loyd_tankette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:IJA_TK_Tankette_Display_at_Armor_School_History_Museum_20130302b.JPG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Carro_Leggero_3_35-001.jpg


 

rather than those the Bolivian side used during the Chaco War. However, the design did lead to the 
universal carrier, which had an extensive operational history in the Second World War. 

The Italian Royal Army (Regio Esercito) equipped three armoured divisions and three "fast" (celere) 
divisions with L3/33 and L3/35 tankettes. The L3s were used in large numbers during the Italian inva-
sion of Ethiopia, the Spanish Civil War, and almost every place Italian soldiers fought during World 
War II. Some L3s went with the Italian Expeditionary Corps in Russia (Corpo di Spedizione Italiano, 
or CSIR) as late as Operation Barbarossa.  

The French armoured reconnaissance type (automitrailleuses de reconnaissance, "machine-gun scout") 
of the 1930s was essentially a tankette in form, specifically intended for scouting ahead of the main 
force.  
In 1935, the Soviets experimented with transporting T-27s by air, suspending one under the fuselage of 
a Tupolev TB-3 bomber.  

 
A Japanese Type 97 Te-Ke tankette 
The Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) became one of the most prolific users of tankettes, producing a 
number of designs for reconnaissance and infantry support in China and jungle warfare. However, by 
the time of the Second World War, many were already obsolete and some were proven unsuccessful in 
their appointed task. Many were relegated to tractor duties for artillery or logistics units.[3][7]  

Due to their limited utility and vulnerability to anti-tank weapons (even machine guns), the tankette 
concept was abandoned, and their role largely taken over by armoured cars. .  

The 1980s saw the renaissance of a similar concept in the German Wiesel AWC, introduced to provide 
airborne troops with armoured reconnaissance capability; while these are called "armoured weapons 
carriers", they fit the definition of a tankette.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tank_warfare_in_the_Chaco_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regio_Esercito
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regio_Esercito
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L3/33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L3/35
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Ethiopian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Italo-Ethiopian_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_Expeditionary_Corps_in_Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Barbarossa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T-27
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_97_Te-Ke_tankette
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sino-Japanese_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jungle_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-T27-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tankette#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-tank_warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armored_car_(military)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bundeswehr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiesel_AWC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:TeKe_NMM_(zijaanzicht).jpg


 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Fire Pumps TOHATSU (Japanese)  Very high performance.   
Contact Clive Keays Engineering, Beaufort 0418 309 550 for details 
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

Reminder to bring edged weapons to March meeting 
 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 
And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 

 
Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  

could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 
 

Registered Mail takes a week to get to Melbourne.  Use Express Mail if  
unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   

Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 
 

http://www.rflb.com.au/

