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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433 (Message machine—Please speak clearly)  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th October 2020   
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then…) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
No meetings in 2020 

 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

             They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. Call at 8.30am 
 

 

     



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
 

As we move into the month of August, 
Victoria is deep in the grip of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. With transmission 
of the virus predominantly occurring 
through social interaction, I urge eve-
ryone to take appropriate measures to 
protect themselves. 
 
American firearms giant Remington 
Arms has filed for bankruptcy. The 
iconic company, well known to hunters 
and sporting shooters alike has been 
claimed to be drowning in debt 
brought on in part by various forms of 
litigation.  
With a class action that lead to the re-
placement of firing mechanism’s on 
millions of firearms to lawsuits filed 
by family members of the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting, Reming-
ton has been haemorrhaging money for 
over a decade.  
There is some slim hope that a buyer 
for the company will be found. Hope-
fully this eventuates, it would be sad to 
the Remington name disappear. 
 
Back on home soil the National Shoot-
ing Council is still embroiled in a legal 
battle with Victoria Police over the 
closure of gun shops in the first wave 
of Covid related shutdowns. This 
promises to be a long battle and the 
NSC is doing a stellar job of keeping 
those who hold us to account accounta-
ble themselves. The NSC is also work-
ing hard to thwart attempts by WA 
government to reclassify a total of 7 
firearms based on a flimsy pretence of 
“military appearance”.  
 
This reclassification has ramifications 
for many firearms owners who legally 

purchased firearms that fall afoul of 
this gun grab. The logic behind the 
“military appearance” ruling continues 
to mystify me.  
As firearms are required to be kept 
covered when being transported from 
A to B and are only seen when in the 
company of likeminded individuals 
then what’s the point?  
 
The long and unnecessarily drawn out 
process of Society subs payment, has 
now concluded.  Nick tells me he spent 
roughly 8 hours over a several days, 
texting members who did not pay be-
fore the end of July and, as a result, 
had a late fee added.   
This was in spite of the mail out in 
March advised all members this would 
happen.   
 
The due date is on your member cards.  
That’s the last day, not when you 
should be thinking about paying.  Le-
gally, you must have an overlap of 
paid membership, to remain in posses-
sion of certain items.   Just over 60 
members were late.  Conversely, a 
number of members made additional 
donation over the cost of subs, thank 
you.   
 
We sadly lost a number of members, 
some of whom passed away but, none 
from the virus. 
 
With the current restrictions Society 

meetings will not be held till further 

notice. It is disappointing not to be 

able to catch up with our many friends 

and swap stories.  

Hopefully in the not too distant future 

we may return to some semblance of 

normalcy and catch up with each other. 



 

Till then, take the time to revisit your 

collection and reflect on what started 

you on the collector’s journey. 

Yours in collecting   

Andrew Day. 

 
 
Editorial 
I hope you  are all safe.  The lack of 
our show, in fact any show, this year, 
has reduced this predicted newsletter 
content, a fair bit.   
 
The very recent stage 4 lockdown has 
stymied much of the normal activity in 
metro Melbourne. Now even Bunnings 
store across the State are closed to all 
except tradespersons and click and col-
lect.  Hope you have all the bits you 
need for your current project, and at 
least you now have a real excuse to 
give to “her indoors”, as to why you 
have not/cannot finish whatever.  All 
clouds have a silver lining (lol) 
 
I just had a thought (yes I’ve marked it 
on the calendar) 
If your are working on a house, it’s a 
renovation. 
So...If you’re a converting a church, is 
that an alteration? 
 
Clearly, we cannot hold meetings, in-
side or outside.  That means the AGM 
is suspended until things, virus wise, 
sort themselves out. The Committee 
will continue until such time as an 
AGM can be called, probably in the 
new year, with February being the most 
obvious date. 

 
During then subs season, it came to my 
attention that several members had 
passed away. Add to that, the fact that 
some  members could not afford to 
keep their memberships due to loss of 
income and it comes to a grand total of  
8 members no longer with us.  Consid-
ering all factors, that’s not bad going at 
all. 
 
Thank to all of you who continue to 
support us and to those who generously 
made additional donations.  It is appre-
ciated. 
 
A new online site/store has oped re-
cently.  Everything Outdoors is a lo-
cal site (Buninyong) , with many cate-
gories of items, some of which will 
appeal directly to us.   
The Ad is listed on the back page of 
this issue and in the Ads section on our 
site.  At least, give it a look? It appears 
to be a broader interest site than the 
two gun sites currently listed.  
 
The National Shooting Council contin-
ues to work on behalf of the shooting 
fraternity.  Unfortunately, meetings 
concerned various current situations are 
curtailed, so there can be no progress in 
Victoria for a while.  Actions are pro-
ceeding in WA, and Qland. Those de-
tails are shown on the link on the NSC 
blog link on our Member Page. 
  
 
Stay safe! 
  
Ed 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Virus fun fact... 
 
Viruses are not living things. Viruses 
are complicated assemblies of mole-
cules, including proteins, nucleic acids, 
lipids, and carbohydrates, but on their 
own they can do nothing until they en-
ter a living cell. Without cells, viruses 
would not be able to multiply. There-
fore, viruses are not living things.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A Man Called Brian 
 
 
A man walked out onto the street and 
caught a taxi just going by. 
  
He got into the taxi and the cabbie said, 
"Perfect timing. You're just like Brian"  
 
Passenger: "Who?"  
 
Cabbie: "Brian. He's a guy who did 
everything right all the time. Like my 
coming along when you needed a cab, 
things happened like that to Brian, eve-
ry single time.."  
 
Passenger: "There are always a few 
clouds over everybody."  
 
Cabbie: "Not Brian. He was a terrific 
athlete. He could have won the Grand 
Slam at tennis. He could golf with the 
pros. He sang like an opera baritone 
and danced like a Broadway star - and 
you should have heard him play the 
piano. He was an amazing guy.."  
 
Passenger: "Sounds like he was some-
thing really special.."  

 
Cabbie: "There's more. He had a 
memory like a computer. He remem-
bered everybody's birthday. He knew 
all about wine, which foods to order 
and which fork to eat them with. He 
could fix anything. Not like me. I 
change a fuse and the whole street 
blacks out. But Brian, he could do eve-
rything right."  
 
Passenger: "Wow. Some guy then."  
 
Cabbie: "He always knew the quickest 
way to go in traffic and avoid traffic 
jams. Not like me, I always seem to get 
stuck in them. But Brian, he never 
made a mistake, and he really knew 
how to treat a woman and make her 
feel good. He would never answer back 
even if she was in the wrong; and his 
clothing was always immaculate, shoes 
highly polished too. He was the perfect 
man! No one could ever measure up to 
Brian."  
 
Passenger: "An amazing fellow. How 
did you meet him?"  
 
Cabbie: "Well, I never actually met 
Brian. He died. I'm married to his f-ing 
widow!" 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

John Wilkes Booth is a name etched in the history of the United States 
of America. A stage actor with some celebrity status, Booth is significantly 
more famous for assassinating President Abraham Lincoln.  

Booth’s weapon of choice was a single shot pistol made by Henry Der-
inger of Philadelphia. Deringer would never have expected the infamy that 
would later come of his creation. Booth chose the deringer pistol because of its 
size, and it was extremely lightweight. Booth could easily hide the weapon in 
his pocket and prevent anyone from knowing his intentions to assassinate the 
President. This shows the level of Booth’s intent as his only back-up for that 
single shot was a knife. 

 This pistol was a silver-inlaid model produced by Henry Deringer, a 

Pennsylvanian arms-maker. In 1806 Deringer established a factory in Philadel-

phia and began manufacturing flintlock pistols, muskets and then percussion 

rifles for the U.S. Army. Deringer also gained renown as a producer of popular 

percussion pistols especially his pocket pistols. Known collectively as Derin-

gers, they were small, short-barrelled, single-shot percussion weapons. The 

barrels ranged from under 25mm to 100mm or more in length, and they were 

made from chemically browned wrought iron. Partly round and partly octago-

nal, Deringer barrels were flattened and slotted on top to accept a blade-style 

front sight. Calibres varied from .33 to .51. A typical Derringer had a black 

walnut stock with a checkered grip, a checkered hammer thumb piece and an S

-shaped trigger guard. The mountings of the pistol were engraved German sil-

ver or sometimes gold or gold plate. The lockplate was stamped with the trade-

mark "DERINGER PHILADEL A" and sometimes included an additional 

stamping on the top of the barrel indicating an agent's name and address. Der-

inger did not use serial numbers, but letters or digits were sometimes stamped 

or punched on various parts of the pistol. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The subsequent manhunt failed to immediately locate Booth. After 6 days, War 
Secretary Stanton proclaimed a $100,000 reward for his capture. It was a stag-
gering sum considering the average worker was earning about $1 a day. 12 days 
after the assassination of President Lincoln John Wilkes Booth and an accom-
plice were surrounded while hiding in a tobacco shed in Port Royal, Virginia. 
Despite his accomplice surrendering to the Union troops, Booth held out and the 
barn was set on fire. The fire failed to force Booth from the barn, but a shot rang 
out and Booth was dragged from the burning structure with a mortal wound. Ser-
geant Thomas “Boston” Corbett of the 16th New York Cavalry took credit for 
firing the fatal round. Booth had in his possession two Colt pistols and a Spencer 
repeating carbine when he confronted the Union party that had pursued him to 
the Garrett farm in Virginia. 
The Lincoln assassination ensured the permanent notoriety of the Deringer pistol 
while simultaneously introducing the word "derringer" into the worldwide lexi-
con as describing a concealable, short-barrelled, single-shot pistol. Deringer or 
Derringer now refers to a pocket pistol of any make, be it single or double-shot, 
Henry Deringer’s included. 

Booth’s deringer was believed to have been manufactured in 1852. 

With a total length of around 150mm the “pocket cannon” in .44-caliber proved 

to be deadly at close range. A later cast of the barrel revealed counter-

clockwise rifling, which was unusual for that particular model. After firing the 

shot that would eventually prove fatal, Booth struggled with Maj. Henry 

Rathbone, a guest of President Lincoln. Booth managed to stab Maj. Rathbone 

before jumping from the Presidential box to the stage. The drop being some 4m 

did not go without mishap with Booth breaking his leg on landing. Broken leg 

notwithstanding Booth managed to escape out the stage entrance, onto a wait-

ing horse and ride off. 



 



 

Interesting Facts About: "MONEY" 
 
MONEY IS VERY strange ....??? 
How interesting that  Money has different names!!! 
In Temple or Church, it's called Donation. 
In School, it's Fees. 
In Marriage, it's called Dowry and later ...(*see ending*) 
In Divorce, it's Alimony. 
When you owe Someone, it's Debt. 
When you pay the Government, it's Tax. 
In Court, it's Fines. 
Civil Servant Retirees, it's Pension. 
Employer to Workers, it's Salary. 
Workers’ Retirement  payments , it’s  Superannuation or Provident Fund 
Master to Subordinates, it's Wages 
To Children, it's an Allowance. 
When you borrow from the Bank, it's a Loan. 
When you offer after a Good Service, it's Tips. 
To Kidnappers, it's a Ransom. 
Illegally received in the Name of Service, it's a Bribe. 
The Question is: "When a Husband gives it to his Wife … 
what do we call it? 
ANSWER: Money given to your Wife is called *DUTY* !! 
Every Man has to pay his duty because .....? 
  
 Service could be withdrawn!! 
  
WIVES ARE NOT DUTY-FREE!! 
 
 
 

Anson hanger, Ballarat Airport 
 
In a recent flurry of interest… The friends of the Anson hanger at Ballarat Air-
port is being refurbished by the Ballarat City council, at (apparently) no cost to 
the current tenant, a Mr Alan Penhall, who shall remain nameless.   
 
The roof and windows are being replaced so that the artifacts below shall not be 
wetted, that’s why the job is being done in winter.   
 The windows have long been the one only source of air conditioning and are to 
be replaced by something a tad tougher than the current filling. 
We shall soon be able to see the Anson in a new light and, as the sun comes up, 
there shall be a new dawning.  
                                                                                     Pics on next page 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

"Whenever I watch TV and see those poor starving kids all over the world, I 
can't help but cry. I mean I'd love to be skinny like that, but not with all those 
flies and death and stuff." 
--Mariah Carey 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've lost a very important part of your life," 
-- Brooke Shields, during an interview to become spokesperson for federal anti-smoking cam-
paign 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body," 
--Winston Bennett,  University  of  Kentucky  basketball forward. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Outside of the killings,  Washington  has one of the lowest crime rates in the 
country," 
--Mayor Marion Barry,  Washington  ,  DC  .                               
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"That lowdown scoundrel deserves to be kicked to death by a jackass, and I'm 
just the one to do it," 
--A congressional candidate in  Texas  . 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"Half this game is ninety percent mental." 
--Philadelphia Phillies manager, Danny Ozark 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"It isn't pollution that's harming the environment. It's the impurities in our air 
and water that are doing it.." 
--Al Gore, Vice President 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"We've got to pause and ask ourselves: How much clean air do we need?" 
--Lee Iacocca 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"The word "genius" isn't applicable in football. A genius is a guy like Norman 
Einstein." 
--Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback & sports analyst. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
"We don't necessarily discriminate. We simply exclude certain types of people." 
-- Colonel Gerald Wellman, ROTC Instructor. 
, 
 



 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Everything outdoors.  New “online only” site. Has a Firearms category.  

Is a Local Ballarat site www.everythingoutdoors.com.au  ph 0497 656 999  
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

Are you currently “fed up to the hilt? “ 
These are modern but, what lovely metalwork. 

 
ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 

And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 
 

Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  
could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 

 
Registered Mail takes a week to get to Melbourne.  Use Express Mail if  

unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   
Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 

http://www.rflb.com.au/
http://www.everythingoutdoors.com.au

