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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433  Evenings are the best time for contact  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th February 2021  
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then…) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
No meeting in December 2020 
 
No meeting In January 2021 
 
Feb 2021 will be a Shoot & BBQ.  What we shoot, we BBQ 

 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

             They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. Call at 8.30am 
 

 

     



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
Welcome Members, 
  
As we move into the month of December, 
the restrictions placed upon the state of 
Victoria are easing. The ability to socialise 
with family and friends was something 
many people had taken for granted, but 
now that social interaction is more im-
portant to us than has ever been. The New 
Year brings us hope of a vaccine and po-
tential for a return to relatively normal life, 
(and gun shows). 
  
Back in October, Australian Arms Auc-
tions held their catalogue auction online in 
conjunction with Leski Auctions. Might I 
congratulate Roly, Cheryl and the Leski 
team on a cracker of an event. For me this 
was my first attendance at an auction and I 
have been bitten by the bug. The major 
difficulty I had was to stay within budget 
when bidding on a highly desired item.  
Whilst not every bid was a winning bid, 
the game was highly enjoyable. 
  
In mid-November I had the privilege of 
attending an online summit presented by 
the Buffalo Bill Centre of the West and the 
Cody Firearms Museum. Titled Arsenals 
of History this was the first time this annu-
al event was made available online and 
outside the USA. Presentations were given 
by some of the most renowned museum 
curators and firearms academia from not 
only the USA but around the Globe. A 
virtual tour of the Cody Firearms Museum 
was shown as well as one from the MOB 
Museum in Las Vegas, (organised crime in 
the USA). A standout was a live tour of the 
Smithsonian Firearms vault with interac-
tive Q&A. The highlight however was a 
live Q&A with Ian McCollum from For-
gotten Weapons. This man is a living fire-
arms encyclopaedia and is affectionately 
known as “Gun Jesus”. With the time dif-
ference the start was 2AM for me however 
for the entire 7hr duration I didn’t fall 
asleep once.  
  

The Australian Defence Force is about to 
undertake an extensive process to replace 
the current issued sidearm, the Browning 
Hi-Power. A number of countries around 
the Globe have recently or are about to 
replace their dated military issue sidearm.  
 
Whilst the replacement for the Browning is 
of some interest to military collectors, 
what is of more interest is the future of 
these soon to be obsolete pieces of military 
hardware. In an intelligent world most, if 
not all would be sold to firearms dealers 
and subsequently made available to the 
collecting community. Sadly intelligence 
being the operative word means those in a 
position to make this decision will be un-
likely to exercise theirs if they have any in 
the first place. I for one will be on the 
lookout for this particular piece of military 
surplus. 
 

Finally I would like to wish each and every 

one of you and your families a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. There 

is no denying 2020 was a difficult year 

and, one many will be happy to see the 

back of. Let’s move forward into 2021 

with strength and hope, we’re Australians 

and fighting back from adversity is what 

we do.  

I hope to see as many of you as possible in 

February 2021 on the 24th at the Ballarat 

Pistol Club for our first official get togeth-

er in almost a year. Keep an eye on our 

website and Facebook page for any Socie-

ty updates. Take care of yourselves and 

each other. 

 
Yours in collecting   

Andrew Day. 

 



 

Editorial 
 
Hello members. 
 
I don’t have lot to report, as there have 
not been any Society activities. 
 
We do have a new Treasurer.  The pre-
vious member, who took on the job for 
a number of years  was John Nadge. 
I take this opportunity to thank John for 
his work for the Society, to thank him 
for making the job so clear, for the next 
Treasurer and, for being a good friend 
over his time with the Society. 
 
John brought the organisation of the 
task into the computer age and, in 
doing so speeded up the processes and 
made financial reporting and record 
keeping easier to complete.  
 
John will not be living in the Ballarat 
area for much longer, so we had the 
need to find a replacement. 
We have done so. She is member, Es-
ther Becker, wife of member, John 
Becker.   
Esther will bring some skills to the 
task. She is familiar with computer sys-
tems so should not find the job too 
daunting. 
 
 
NO “Gun Shows” have been flagged 
for 2021, so far.  Shep will not run.   
As soon as I have info, I will post it 
online. It will therefore be picked up on 
our Facebook page.  
 
We are still gaining members, even 
with no meetings and, currently have 
replaced those who did not extend their 
membership last financial year. 
 

Some news for members who are going 
for a firearms licence… 
Vicpol have come into line with all the 
other States and Territories in no longer 
organising Firearms testing.  It was the 
job of the local DFO, to book a venue 
and supervise the test.  No longer. 
The course will be taken on-line. 
The test will be run only by certain ap-
proved Gun Dealers and Clubs. 
 
The test will no longer be free. 
 
The local charge will vary, depending 
who supervises the test, the venue, etc. 
There is only one venue in Ballarat, 
being a retail venue, being used after 
hours. Further details obtained from the 
Secretary. 
 
SSAA has put out a comment in rela-
tion to the correct answer to one of the 
questions.  It is not what you might 
expect and, you might fail giving the 
wrong answer. 
 
As usual with this edition, at this time 
of the year, I take the opportunity to 
wish each and every member and their 
families, the very best wishes for 
Christmas and for the New Year and, 
sincerely wish 2021 to be nothing like 
2020. 
 
Ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 GYROJET Take 2 
In the last issue of Fusillade, a piece about 
the Gyrojet system was printed.   
That created some interest and as a result, 
some addition info has come to light. 
 
There is a book about the system, re-
searched and published by Mel Carpenter 
and a quick Net search will get you a fair 
amount of info, should you be interested. 
 
Meantime, some photos and some Vietnam 
connections are below, 

On the left are two rounds and on the right 
are 4 flares.  All are Gyrojet types and 
mostly 13mm cal 
 
To the flares… 
This system was one of the very few that 
made a profit for the company. 

This is the hand held device, made from 
metal.  It was a personal distress signal 
flare.  Insert flare, aim away from face, pull 
back and quickly release the button. 

 Basically, when fired from its hand held 
launcher, the standard pistol primer ignited 
the double base nitrocellulose propellent, 
which created thrust through two angled 
(15degs) nozzle ports, causing the flare to 
spin and rise to around 500 metres.  It 
would penetrate jungle canopy, which was 
the whole point and ,why the military 
adopted it for service in Vietnam. 
At around 150metres, the delay train ignit-
ed the flare payload. This blew off the alu-
minium cover and added to the display as 
the aluminium also burned. It also separat-
ed from the motor section and continued 
upwards.  The flares were available to burn 
in a variety of colours .  Cross section  
shown below 
 



 

 

 

 

To conclude, the remaining pictures are of 
the Gyrojet ammunition used in firearms of 
the system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ammo, sectioned 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Semmerling LM-4 was the only version in the Semmerling 

pistol range to be made available to the public. The "LM" in the model designation 
stands for "Lichtman Model" after the inventor of the design Philip R. Lichtman. Manu-
factured first in 1979 it utilised the .45 ACP round and employed a manual repeating 
mechanism. In the 1990’s the entire concern was sold to American Derringer who pro-
duced the pistol until 2017. Only around 600 units were produced by Semmerling mak-
ing this a highly sought after collectable. An excellent condition example sold in April 
2020 by Rock Island Auctions in the United States reached a staggering USD $8625. 

 

With a magazine capacity of 4 rounds of .45ACP, the LM-4 weighs just over 

500g loaded. The LM-4 fires from a static, fully locked breech, producing considerable 

recoil. The trigger pivot pin has a semi-circular profile that rotates into a cut out in the 

slide to lock the breech during firing. The barrel mechanism is manually pushed forward 

to eject the fired round, then pulled back to chamber the next round. A technique to 

rechamber the next round with a flick of the wrist forward then back appears more the-

atrical than practical and is not overly reliable. For carry, the slide is locked in the 

closed position by means of a tiny lever located in the middle of the weapon. By care-

fully pulling the trigger back approx. 1/4 inch and pressing on the lever, the lever clicks 

into "lock" mode. Hold the lever down and release the trigger. The Semmerlings action 

is now locked closed with a round in the chamber. 



 

 

Shortly after the patent was awarded, Lichtman sold the rights to Bob Saunders, 

owner of American Derringer Corporation, where the design lay dormant for several 

years. Bob Saunders died in 1993 and Elizabeth, his wife, took over the company. Eliza-

beth had a passion for the little LM-4 and resurrected production on a very limited basis. 

As recently as 2017 American Derringer were still producing the LM-4 as a special order. 

With only several units handmade each year most are sold prior to manufacture.  Aestheti-

cally pleasing, this is a truly unique and desirable handgun. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

A dad, in Victoria, calls his son in Q/land two day before  Christmas Eve and says, “I hate 
to ruin your day but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing.” 

“Dad, what are you talking about?” the son screams. 

 “We can’t stand the sight of each other any longer,” the father says. 

“We’re sick of each other and I’m sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in 
Noosa and tell her.” 

 The son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone. “Like heck they’re getting divorced!” 
she shouts, “I’ll take care of this!” 

 She calls her father immediately, and screams , “You are NOT getting divorced. Don’t do 
a single thing until I get there. I’m calling my brother back, and we’ll both be there tomor-
row. Until then, don’t do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up. 

 The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife. “ All sorted! They’re coming for 
Christmas – and they’re paying their own way" 

  Two wheeled freedom                                                                                              
I have no idea where this was taken other than the good old USA 



 

A woman in a supermarket is following a grandfather and his badly behaved grandson. 
He has his hands full with the child screaming for candy, cookies and all sorts of other 
things. 
  
The grandfather is saying in a controlled voice: "Easy, William, we won't be long." An-
other outburst and she hears the grandfather calmly say, "It's okay William. Just a cou-
ple more minutes and we'll be out of here. Hang in there." 
 
At the checkout the little horror is throwing items out of the cart. Grandfather says again 
in a controlled voice, "William, relax buddy, don't get upset. We'll be home in five 
minutes, stay cool William." 
 
Very impressed, the woman goes outside to where the grandfather is loading his grocer-
ies and the boy into the car. She says, "It's none of my business, but you were amazing in 
there. I don't know how you did it. That whole time you kept your composure, and no 
matter how loud and disruptive he got, you just calmly kept saying that things would be 
okay. William is very lucky to have you as his grandfather." 
 

"Thanks," says the grandfather, "but I am William. This little shit's name is Kevin. 

  
Two guys grow up together, but after college one moves to Georgia and the 
other to Texas. They agree to meet every ten years in Florida to play golf and 
catch up with each other.  
 
At age 32 they meet, finish their round of golf and head for lunch. 
 
"Where you wanna go?" 
 
"Hooters." 
 
"Why Hooters?" 
 
"They have those servers with the big boobs, the tight shorts and the gorgeous 
legs." 
 
"You're on." 
 
At age 42, they meet and play golf again 
 
"Where you wanna go for lunch?" 
 
"Hooters." 
 
"Again?  Why?" 
 
"They have cold beer, big screen TVs, and side action on the games." 
 



 

"OK." 
 
At age 52 they meet and play again. "So where you wanna go for lunch?" 
 
"Hooters. 
 
"Why?" 
 
"The food is pretty good and there's plenty of parking." 
 
"OK." 
 
At age 62 they meet again. 
 
After a round of golf, one says, "Where you wanna go?" 
 
"Hooters." 
 
"Why?" 
 
"Wings are half price and the food isn't too spicy." 
 
"Good choice" 
 
At age 72 they meet again. 
 
Once again, after a round of golf, one says, "Where shall we go for lunch?" 
 
"Hooters." 
 
"Why?" 
 
"They have six handicapped parking spaces right by the door and they have 
senior discounts." 
 
"Great choice." 
 
At age 82 they meet and play again.  "Where should we go for lunch?" 
 
"Hooters." 
 
"Why?" 
 
"Because we've never been there before." 
 
“Okay, let’s give it a try." 

 

 



 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Everything outdoors.  New “online only” site. Has a Firearms category.  

Is a Local Ballarat site www.everythingoutdoors.com.au  ph 0497 656 999  
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

Seasons Greeting, (for those of you who could not work it out.) 
  
 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 
And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 

 
Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  

could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 
 

Mail is taking 10 days to be delivered.  Use Express Mail if  
unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   

Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 

http://www.rflb.com.au/
http://www.everythingoutdoors.com.au

