
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CORONAVIRUS - HOW DARE YOU! 
Having spent many hours preparing his Guest Speaker presentation on the Voluntary Enlistment 
Ballot System, set to be given at this April meeting, Graham Donley was justifiably upset to learn 
that for the foreseeable future, WAAAS meetings have been cancelled due to the coronavirus 
personal distancing rules. When asked for a comment, he shook his head and wandered off  
muttering “Bloody coronavirus, bloody Windows 10, Bloody NBN,  bloody@#%$,  bloody^%&@*&,   bloody^%$#&,    bloody…… 
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Opinions expressed by contributors and reproduced articles 

are the individual opinions of such contributors and not 

necessarily those of the Western Australia Arms & Armour 

Society (Inc.). Reproduced articles (or extracts) contained in 

this magazine are welcomed provided the source is 
acknowledged. The Editor reserves the right to accept, 

reject, and sub-edit material submitted for publication. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
By the time you read this newsletter, hopefully, you have been informed that the 
monthly members general meetings for April and May have been cancelled due to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19). The virus is spreading quickly in Western Australia 
and due to most of the members attending being “seniors+” the risk was deemed 
to be too great. Additionally, with social distancing now being four square metres 
(2m x 2m) per person the RSL Canning Districts club rooms are too small to 
comply with this requirement. 

Email addresses: Whilst we have the email addresses of members who elect to 
receive the newsletter by email, the Society does not have the email addresses of 
those members who elect to receive a hard copy of the newsletter by post. For 
these members can you please advise our administration officer (Lorraine) of your email address so that we 
can quickly inform you of decisions your committee of management makes. The club’s email address is 
info@waarmsandarmour.com.au 

Events – The swapmeet for April has also been cancelled and probably that of June will also need to be 
cancelled but that decision is yet to be made. Indoor events have been capped at 100 people and our 
swapmeets far exceed this limit. It has been suggested that we may be able to restrict/ control people 
entering the swapmeet but of greater relevance is again the age of our volunteers and as such the greater 
risk of infections and consequences, something that I am not prepared to do. 

The Leighton Battery visit (Buckland Hill) on the calendar for 16th May is now cancelled. The Buckland Hill 
Association has cancelled all tours going forward at this stage. 

The Quiz Night had been confirmed with the RSL for the 11th July but at this time it is now only tentative 
that it will proceed. 

Newsletter – We are lucky to have such a great Newsletter (by far the best in Australia) and looking 
forward that we may not be able to hold monthly meetings for some time, it will be our main means of 
communication. Also, without our general meetings the Newsletter will not have the “Show and Tell” 
segments and photos along with the coverage of the guest speakers so the editors (Stella and William) will 
be looking for stories and articles to take their place. 

In talking with Lindsay Smith this morning (he organises our guest speakers) he will see if these can be put 
in writing for inclusion into the newsletter. Lindsay also had a great idea in regard to Show and Tell items – 
members can take a photograph of one (or several) of their items and then put 20 to 100 words together 
about them. Also, members who have items and don’t know a lot about them could do the opposite. 
Photograph it, ask for information and members could email/write in with details, something like a quiz and 
the best answer is awarded a prize? 

If anyone has any ideas for the Newsletter, please let us know. 

These are indeed challenging times and we need to stick together, stay calm but above all stay healthy and 
safe. 

Kind regards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WAA&AS Committee extends a warm welcome to the  

         following members who have recently joined our ranks 

 

     SEAN IRELAND       JASON KRETZMANN        BRETT MCDONALD 
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EDITORS NOTES 
Due to our show & tell photographer Tony Bysterveld Jr. being absent from the 
March meeting, (I believe on “pain of death” to attend another function), nobody 
got hold of the camera for taking photos of the items and the members 
displaying them. So, into the breech stepped Brett with his phone to do the job 
for us, and he did a very good job. So, this is a mention in despatches to Brett for 
stepping in at the 11th hour. 

Our President has made his report on the constantly changing information with 
regard to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the crackdown on everything, please 
read and digest. While some may have been happy to continue with meetings 
and events, we must comply with the directives given. With the government’s 

latest initiative’s in place, basically shutting down all gatherings, our last committee meeting on March 25th 
had to be cancelled at the last minute. The RSL is also having to close its doors on events due to the two-
metre social distancing rule and numbers. As you will see from the Presidents Report and the Coming 
Events list, we have cancelled the April and May meetings, the April swapmeet and the Buckland Hill Tunnel 
outing.  

Now our President has had a frustrating time of having to organize these changes, with committee input via 
email, so please be patient with him and the committee as we work through what is needed to keep the 
society running and complying with the government and other stakeholders. We will keep you informed as 
and when we know more and hope it will be over before we have to cancel any more events. So make sure 
you are all safe in yourselves and family and we will see you all at some time to be named. 

On a more upbeat note to get you all doing something while in lock down, as we will have now show & tells 
or guest speakers for the time being, please put in articles to help fill our magazine. As I have already 
alluded to, we are looking at the possibility of getting upcoming speakers to send written reports or their 
talks for inclusion for the appropriate month. Or our members can submit an article on a subject of their 
choosing, in 1 or 2 pages, including clear photos (.jpeg about 1Mb). 

With the show & tell, the idea of having you send photo of item & member with item will be given a try. 
Add a brief description of the item for inclusion. As is the case at meetings, we will keep to the monthly 
letters or any other item you would like. We are also looking for unknown items in your collection to do the 
same thing and will see if any members can identify them. Please keep photos to about (.jpeg1Mb in size).  
All can be sent to me at: schultz@iinet.net.au for editing and passing on to Stella for publication, within the 
week of the usual meeting date. 

Happy collecting and stay virus free. 

William 

 
 

 

3rd June: Society meeting, Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Geoff Crowhurst – TBA. 

21st June: Militaria Swapmeet, Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, 9:00am to 1:00pm - TBA 

1st July: Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Don Smith – TBA. 

11th July: Quiz Night: Cannington RSL. (Tentative) 

5th August: Society meeting, Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: William Gillingham – TBA 

2nd September: Society meeting, Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Stephen Dear – Corregidor, 
Philippines. 

Our Guest Speaker organizer Lindsay is always looking for guest speakers, so let him know if you can do 

one, though it may now be some time down the track. If you have a topic you would like to talk on, then 

please contact Lindsay Smith at: smithlindsay@bigpond.com and get your name down. 

mailto:schultz@iinet.net.au
mailto:smithlindsay@bigpond.com
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AGM – MARCH 2020 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
by Geoff Smith 

It is very pleasing to report that the Society continues to prosper. Our financial position is now the best it’s 
ever been, and it just continues to strengthen each year but more of that from the Treasurer shortly. Whilst 
each year we lose anywhere from 5 to 10% of our membership (death, resignations, interstate and 
international transfers) there is a core resilience each year to replace that loss with new members which 
adds to our income, not just with Membership fees but with Nomination fees and this is significant. During 
January for instance this year, nine (9) new applications were approved. Current membership stands at 531 
just 5 shy of last year after dropping to 503 in June when those not re-joining were removed from the 
membership list.  

Our financial success this year was assisted by our public events those being the Swapmeets and Annual 
Fair. Our April Swapmeet was the biggest ever with both more selling tables and a huge increase in 
numbers through the door. Not to be out done the June swap meet was our biggest and most successful 
meet ever. The November swapmeet didn’t shoot the lights out but proceeds did exceed the previous year. 
The surprise packet was the Annual Militaria Fair and congratulations to the organising committee, 
everyone involved and the members who participated in the displays. Two additional display cases had 
been purchased to cater for longer firearms and it was super pleasing to see all 15 cases used. We had the 
public vote on the displays and cash prizes were awarded to first, second and third. The John Crocker 
perpetual trophy was presented to the winner for the first time in many years. All members displaying 
received a small cash reward and a certificate of appreciation. The fair also saw an increase of 49% of 
visitors through the front door and you will be able to see that outcome reflect in this year’s Financial 
Statements.  

To encourage members to bring items along to the monthly meetings your committee decided to reward 
participation with a lucky draw prize of $20. This went down very well particularly when last month Bill 
Longworth took out the new prize of $50.  So, you need to be in to win it.   

Last year I reported that our home, The RSL Sub-Branch at Canning Districts had a few financial troubles. In 
fact, they were placed into Administration. A lot of hard work by volunteers, fund raising etc. by our Society 
members has ensured the Club’s survival and they are now out of Administration and operating profitably. 
Sadly, we lost our barman at the RSL who always looked after us at our meetings opening up each meeting 
Wednesday solely for us. Ken (“Crash”) Lawrence died of cancer just after Christmas. Whilst we will miss 
him one of our own committee members, Kingsley Highet has stepped into the breech on a volunteer basis 
and it seems he is a hit with all the RSL members. This coming July will be the 15th year that our Society has 
been using the RSL Club as our home.  Special thanks to Barry Lathwell and several Society members for 
getting the club rooms renovated and the firearms replaced and installed after the break-in and robbery.    

The committee has been busy planning some events for 2020 and a quiz night has been organised with the 
RSL Club, just a date needs to be finalised. The recent film event – 1917 was a great success with those 
attending wanting more of the same. Just need another decent film. Again, if anyone has ideas for events 
then please let us know.  

As is normal before I close, I need to thank a few people.  Stella Brandis for her work with the production of 
our newsletter. The last edition was Stella’s 100th newsletter. Thanks also to Lindsay Smith who organises 
our monthly guest speakers and in particular, I need to again mention Karin Crowhurst for the preparation 
and provision of our monthly meeting suppers. I have said it before, it’s not only the time taken in 
preparation, but the cost is totally borne by Geoff and Karin. Last, but not least, I would like to thank all my 
committee members for their assistance, support and hard work throughout the last year and who made 
my job so much easier. 

To the wonderful band of members (and the new ones this year) who help with the setup, entrance tickets 
and raffle sales and packing up of the Swapmeets and Annual Fair, thanks.  Hopefully, I have not missed 
anyone.  

Thank you. 

Geoff Smith 

President 
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NEW LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 
For the first time in a long time at an AGM we had General Business, and that was nominations for Life 
Memberships for Lindsay Smith and Tony Bysterveld (Jnr). Each nominee has been Nominated and 
Seconded and supported by the Committee of Management for their nominations to be put forward at the 
AGM. The nominees are a direct result of those members investigating all the Society’s Life Members in 
recent times. Each nominee will be voted on separately. 

Firstly, we have Lindsay Smith. 

John Lindsay Smith first joined the Society in the 1980s. In the 
early years membership application forms were non-existent so 
an exact date is missing from the Society’s record.  

Lindsay joined the committee and in 1995 was elected Secretary, 
a position that he held for 6 years until 2001. Along with several 
other members Lindsay and his wife Lynne made their home 
available to Society members for the annual function (the old 
BBQ) when membership was still reasonably low. 

My first memory of what Lindsay did that was something above 
and beyond, was his displays at the Annual Militaria Fairs. 
Lindsay’s early passion was Webley pistols and he regularly 
undertook annual displays. He also undertook the security of the 

displays, and on more than one occasion being the sole security officer sleeping and eating at the hall. 
Members will know that his displays in recent years have expanded with the help of fellow member and 
friend Gary Hayes, and together now form a major part of displays in the display hall each year. Lindsay has, 
for many, many years undertaken the task to find and coordinate the guest speakers for our monthly 
meetings, a job that he seems to relish and one that no one else wants to contemplate let alone undertake. 

It is my pleasure to ask you now to vote on Lindsay being granted Life Membership. Those in favour? Those 
against? – Unanimous  

Next is Tony Bysterveld (Jnr) 

Anthony Mark Bysterveld first joined the Society in 1983 but 
when one of our current Life members in Malcolm Higham 
started the WA Cartridge Collectors Association, Tony joined 
them and left the Society. Perusal of our 40 year-book shows 
Tony displaying at the 1998 annual fair so he never really lost 
contact with the Society. In 2001, when nominated by Barry 
Lathwell, Tony along with his father re-joined the Society and he 
has maintained his membership ever since. From our records, 
Tony joined the committee in 2004, and in 2005 took over the 
responsibility for looking after the Show and Tell segments at 
our monthly meetings being its security officer along with taking 
the photos for the newsletter. A job he still undertakes today. If I 
am not mistaken, he now has been a committee member for 16 
years. 

Another job that many members don’t see Tony doing is the assistance at Swapmeets and the Annual Fair, 
particularly when the pack up and clean up needs to be done. Whilst always either assisting with, or 
undertaking hanging the Society advertising banners prior to each event on the Cannington Showgrounds 
fencing there is another job he has undertaken for many years now and particularly of more recent times 
even when Tony has not even had a selling table. He turns up with, and masters his big broom with flair for 
the final sweep out of the halls and takes the banners down. Tony is someone who always bobs up without 
fanfare and just gets the job done. 

Again, it is my pleasure to ask you now to vote on Tony being granted Life Membership. Those in favour? 
Those against? – Unanimous 
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GUEST SPEAKER - FEBRUARY 2020  

GUS GINTZBURGER - LIBYAN CONFLICT  
 Abridged transcript of presentation and PowerPoint 

Today I’m just going to go quickly through Libya, you want to know why 
Libya? You always hear things from time to time on the ABC, sometimes 
on SBS, on Aljazeera, because of a lot  of things happening these days in 
Libya are linked to what is happening in Syria and the Middle East. And 
we are not immune to these events, as you would know. I’m going to go 
through pre-Gaddafi times, when he came to power and after his death 
and what happens nowadays. And you will see it is very complicated.  

I spent seven years of my life, 24/7, 365 days in Libya, living there with 
my family, my kids, my wife. I’ve been through Libya from the Tunisian border to the Egyptian border, 
destroying two Toyotas on sand dunes and rough country. I know the country and I know the people, I’ve 
been with the people and worked with them, I didn’t spend my time in offices.  

Libya is not only a desert. People think Libya is all sand dunes. No, it’s not, only a tiny part is, the rest is 
rocks, arid steppe and desert. Of course, there is a narrow strip along the coast that is good for agriculture, 
but it is just a very tiny fraction. 

It is a fairly big country when compared to Australia but there is 
almost nothing in it. When I was there, there was not even 2.5 
million people. Nowadays they say it is 5 or 6 million, but no one is 
really sure. There are three main zones, it is very important to know 
this. Why? Because in the middle of Libya you have the Sahara Desert 
which stretches to the Mediterranean Sea, it is in the middle and 
pushes the two sides of Libya, the East and the West. Not only in 
terms of climatic conditions but also in terms of people, tribes, and 
the way the people are actually turning to either the West or to the 
East. This is very important. Now the only agricultural zone is the 
small green strips on the coast, not much, irrigated agriculture, with 
a bit of green forest on the Eastern zone on top of the mountain. 
They call it the Green Mountains, it is beautiful country, paradise. A 
home in Paradise, as the Greeks used to say.  

There are three provinces in Libya. You have Tripolitania because the 
capital, Tripoli is there, it is turned to the West, the Carthaginians, 
Romans, Europe, North Africa. The other side, what we call 
Cyrenaica, actually looks towards the East, the Greeks, Byzantines, 
Egypt and the Middle East. Very different countries. In the middle 
you have the Southern Sahara [Fezzan], which is real desert, dark 
skinned people there, which are linked to sub Saharan Africa. Now 
remember these three parts are very important for Libya and what is 
happening in Libya today.  

In 1951 the United Nations decided Libya should become independent. 
So then came this nice king, King Idriss, a very nice old gentleman, 
Turkish from the Ottoman Empire, a grandfather. And what 
happened was the court of the Bey was all corrupt. In 1959, oil was 
not only discovered but locally produced in Libya and overnight the 
Libyans became immensely rich. The king said, you want a home, 
here is one, you want another one, here is another one, you want a 
car, here is a car. The king offered to build towns for free, but it was 
not enough. Plenty of oil in Libya, especially around the area where 
they are fighting, because that is where the money is. You have to 
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remember that before Gaddafi disappeared, they produced 1.6m 
barrels of oil daily, these days they are down to 70,000 barrels, so 
there is no money left these days, which is another problem.  

Now when the king was giving the money away to the people, the 
people were not happy. Why? Because the Americans, the Brits & 
French were still in Libya and running everything, especially the 
Brits. They were upset with the Italians, but not too much and the 
French didn’t count as they were in the south, in the desert. Now 
this was the time of Gamal Abd-el-Nasser and Arab Nationalism 
and they were playing the Cold war fight between the West and 
the East, and both sides were financing them.  

Finally, the CIA supported Gaddafi and he came to power in 1969. 
Gaddafi: look at this guy, he’s beautiful, nice, very handsome, 
charming and that was the new Libya. He was discovered by the 
French,  supported by the West and the East, but who’s going to get 
the oil? In 1973 he had published his “Green Book” in 2 volumes, 
and after it was published, he wasted billions of dollars doing all 
sorts of things, which meant a lot of people put a lot of money into 
their pockets, in bank accounts in Switzerland, Germany, France, 
the US, Australia and other places. Repression was the main way to 
manage the country. But by 1993 everything had turned really ugly, 
any opponent was shot, tortured, or jailed, people were being killed 
in the streets, and property was confiscated. 

The population in Libya are mostly Arabs (Invaders), now remember 
this, the Arabs in North Africa are not the native people, ok, the 
original Libyans are the Berbers. Population in 1939, less than 1M in 
2010, 6.5M. The GDP per capita (2018) = US$ 12,000, very wealthy 
people. But they didn’t produce anything so they imported most of 
what they needed, but they had the money and could buy. The total 
water withdrawal was 700% of actual renewable water resources. 
So much stuff was being brought in that the country literally turned 
into a rubbish tip, which upset the Libyans, but they are not 
fighters, they like drinking tea and playing a sort of chess like the 
Bedouins do and talking about things. The problem was not only 
Gaddafi, it was the people working for him, all the Secret Police and 
apparatus working for him. 

Then came the Arab Spring in 2010, people were very, very upset 
with Gaddafi. I was in Libya at the end of 2010, and it was already 
heating up, my Libyan friends would not talk to me about the 
incidents in front of other people. But if we were eye to eye, they 
would mention a few things. The fights started erupting in February 
2011, all over the place. As I explained earlier, the different tribes 
start fighting each other, There were plenty of weapons around, but 
Gaddafi had his sons and people supporting him, with all the 
military equipment provided to him by the US, Russia, the French, 
the Germans, the Brits, the South Africans, and the Chinese, you 
name them - they were all in it - and the tribes started fighting each 
other all over the country, settling accounts of past crimes, 
abductions, assassinations, corruptions.... 

Of course, what happened was, Gaddafi very slowly lost ground, 
because there were many militias. The Misurata from Tripoli, the 
Zintani  (not the Zuara) from the mountains, the people from the east were armed, and the tribes were 
getting together against Gaddafi. He managed to get back to Sirte near where he came from and it was the 
foreign service that managed to locate him. Of course, the Misurata militia went there and managed to find 
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the group hiding in a pipe drain, it was really ugly, they tortured and 
killed him. The people were happy to be rid of him, but Gaddafi was 
not the problem, it was the people, and the system all around. 

Back in the 14th century, there was an historian called Ibn Khaldun 
[IK] who said, “They all agree to disagree!”. You hear this very often, 
but it comes from IK and is based on the concept of the tribal land, 
and the tribes and works like this - you are my friend, you are from 
my tribe, I will support you and  protect you because I have no life, 
no health, no car insurance, but you can help me as a group. Now 
this is very important. So, this is the sort of discussion they had to 
organise the government. Not very productive, they needed a new 
constitution - I had a friend involved with this - but the big problem 
was the many strong and armed militias. There were 800 local militia 
registered in Libya, the biggest was from Misurata with 40,000 
weapons. So, Libya had its first post-Gaddafi government, but very 
soon fighting started again because they discovered the head of 
security was an Islamist (the bad type). The fighting erupted again 
between all the tribes and factions, pro and anti-islamists, over who 
was going to control the oil ressources, the arms and drug smugling, 
the slave traffic coming from sub-saharan Africa ?  All over money, money ! 

So, who is in charge today? One country, 3 Governments! no, actually 4 Governments. Two in Tripoli, 
mostly Islamists and Muslim brothers, two in the East, one in Benghazi and one in Tobruk, mostly anti-
Islamists lead by General Haftar. Interesting enough, not only did they have different governments, but also 
different Libyan Dinars, the money in Tripoli is printed in Europe [I think England], and the money in 
Benghazi by the Russians. Recently in 2019, General Haftar moved his troops from Benghazi/Tobruk to the 
west, to take Tripoli. It is not yet done, and I don’t think it’s going to be done.  

Now, the future of Libya. As I mentioned, all Libyans are Sunnis, so there is no problem with the Shia. There 

is a strong feeling between the West and the East, as I have explained, the two halves of the country. But in 

the East, you still have quite a lot of Muslim Brotherhood and Islamists. I have seen places east of Benghazi 

that Gaddafi just cleared with napalm, thousands of hectares burnt, something that never happened, 

there’s never any bushfire in Libya, it doesn’t exist. [My Libyan friends don’t understand how we managed 

to burn so many hectares in Australia]. Interestingly enough, about Al-Qaeda – Daesh – ISIS, the Libyans are 

not interested, all these guys are foreigners, mercenaries. If you go back to the tribes, you don’t want 

foreigners coming into your place, you kill them, or you kick them out. That’s why in Libya, there were very 

few Al-Qaeda guys like you see in the Middle East. Because of the Islamists burning the American embassy 

in Benghazi, Haftar decided to get rid of all the Islamists and so he started a war against them. This is why 

he is going after Tripoli, because he thinks Tripoli has too many Islamists. One very important point is 

Misurata, where all the trade is going into Libya, and where they decide the value of the Libyan dinar. This 

gives you some idea of how complicated it is, and it’s not finished yet………………………. 
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GUEST SPEAKER - MARCH 2020 

GUS GINTZBURGER - SYRIAN CONFLICT 

Abridged transcript of presentation and PowerPoint 

Well it’s going to be very confusing, welcome to the Middle East. A nightmare for the region! The devil’s 
alternative for all! That is Syria today. 

The war in Syria? Why? It initially started with a simple problem with kids in Syria in 2011, putting up graffiti 
on walls and insulting the President. The police picked up the kids and beat them. Unfortunately, one of the 
kids, 11 or 12 years old, very strongly resisted against all this, and they tortured him and killed him. When 
they returned his body to the family, the family met with the neighbours and start a big fuss, and the thing 
started. From a simple but serious local incident, combined with the 2010 Arab Spring uprising in other 
countries, the ancestral war between Sunni and Shia flared again in the Middle-East, now with many other 
powers pouring oil (!) on the fire.   

Garamantes (1000 BC – 500 AD) in Fezzan 
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Remember, Islam is a religion – not a race 

Now I’m explaining the Arabs and Islam, don’t 
make the confusion, all the Arabs are not 
Muslims,  The Muslims can be Shia, Sunni, 
Kharijites or many other variations. 
Persian/Iranians are NOT Arabs, Turks are NOT 
Arabs, Kurds are NOT Arabs, Druze are NOT 
Arabs. People put them all in one basket, no 
they’re not the same. What you need to 
remember is the Sunni Al-Wahhab (17th 
Century) after Ahmad ibn Taymiyya, from 
Arabia (13th Century) issued a fatwa against the 
Shia, Sufi and pagans (Kafir), they should all be 
killed, Hence the ancestral war between Sunni 
and Shia Muslims since 657 AD. 

Most of the Muslims in the world are in the 
Asia-Pacific region. Indonesia, Philippines and 
these countries. You also have Christians there. 
The Middle-East is only a small part compared 
to the other areas. 

Muslims are divided, the big groups are the 
Sunni, the Shia and another smaller group is the 
Ibadi (Kharijites) - mostly in Oman, a very 
special group. Now the difference between the 
Sunni and the Shia is very simple. On one side 
you have the Caliph - from the Companions of the Prophet, while with the Shia, the Caliph, the head of the 
Muslims, should come from the Family of the Prophet. But because Muhammad had no kids, he had only a 
daughter, she could not come up and be the head. So, they decided to look after the son-in-law, Ali. That 
was the start, that’s why when Shia pray, they add in their prayers the name of Ali to the name of 
Mahomet, which infuriates the Sunnis. While the Sunni side say no, from them come the Wahhabi and the 
Satati, from Saudi. Another group are the Alawis from Assad, from Assad’s family.  

Now Syria is a small country of 185,000 square km’s, while WA itself is 2,530,000 square km’s. Syria’s 
population is about 21M (2011) and about 19M (2018) with about 6M displaced due to the war. Damascus 
is the capital, in the south of the country but Aleppo is the big industrial town in the north west. Now Syria 
is a proudly secular, multi-cultural, multi-religious society, it has a lot of different groups, Alawis, Christians, 
Druzes, Shia, Sunni and also Jews. In Syria you can build your own church or your synagogue. People think 
the Syrians are killing the Jews. No, they have Jews, they are actually making furniture in Damascus. The 
government in Syria doesn’t accept the Zionist’s from Israel, that’s the difference. People forget that the 
Christians are from 2,000 years ago, they are much older than the Muslims, a lot of people don’t realize 
that Islam came in the 7th Century.  

Syria is the only secular country in the region. 
Turks are not secular, religion is based on the 
Koran, Jordan on the Koran, Israeli on the Torah, 
Saudi on the Koran and so on. Syria is the only 
country that will accept any religion. Islam is the 
main religion, but you could be Christian you 
could be Yazidi, you could be anything. This is 
why Assad is supported by many Syrian 
minorities and even by a large portion of the 
moderate Sunnis, this is why Assad is going 
through the whole war without being destroyed. 
People in the West don't understand this, Assad 
is supported by most of the Syrians despite his 
ruthless regime. 

Assad family 

 

Gus with Bedouin friends in the Syrian steppe (1992-99) 
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Alawis are Shia and have long been considered underdogs. Poor, servants, and “hated” by Sunnis 
(extremists). While Sunnis were enjoying wealth and pleasures, the Alawis slowly crept into the Syrian 
system. Administrations, Army, and Police. Hafez-Al-Assad took power in 1970 and started developing the 
country. With a strong Government and a strong Secret Police, there was a joke in Syria where they said 
half the country was working for the police and the other half were checking on the police, and that was 
very close to the truth. Alawis established a strong authoritarian and ruthless regime supported by all 
minorities (and Iran). Anyway, you could do business, but don’t do anything stupid, because you would be 
immediately caught by the police.  

In the Lebanese war, 1975-1990, again a war 
between the Sunni (Saudi) and the Shia (Iran). Hafez 
supported the minorities, the Christians, Druzes, 
and the Yazidis, like in Syria. The Israelis took this 
opportunity to come into it and slaughter the 
Palestinians, it happens. Now in 1976, Syria invaded  
Lebanon and they stayed a few years, and when the 
country was getting back to some reasonable 
peaceful condition, the Syrian service blasted Rafik 
Hariri (Lebanese prime minister), who was 
supported by Saudi. Always you come back to 
Saudi-Iran and all these guys. Then, come the Arab 
Spring in 2010, and again the same problem with the 
Sunnis and Shia. I explained all this last month when 
talking on Libya.  

If you remember the newspapers of the day, the 
reaction in the West was like, “Oh! this is horrible, the Syrian regime is killing all the people” and this sort of 
thing. Of course, it is highly emotional, you don’t kill your people, but you need to understand the 
background to understand what was going on in Syria. In my opinion, it was a big mistake when western 
governments just closed their embassies and consulates in Damascus in 2012. Sorry I shouldn’t say that 
because it is expressing my own opinion, but this explains why we are in such terrible trouble in the Middle-
East. Nobody in the Middle-East is listening anymore to the US, the Europeans, the Australians or whoever. 
We don’t exist anymore. The West has been present in Syria and the Middle-East since the 13th Century. It 
was the French who established the very first  consulate in Aleppo in the 11th Century, and since then all 
western countries have had full contact with the Syrian Secret Service for years and developed a good 
relationship. We, the west, killed all this off stupidly, and of course, it has now opened the way for Russia 
and Iran, very easy, they are now the ones present in Damascus.  

 

 

A civil war within a civil war! Initially the “secular-democratic” FSA (Free Syrian Army) will accept a civil 
state while the jihadists are fighting to establish an Islamic theocracy by Wahhabis (Saudi) or Moslem 
Brothers (Turkey and Qatar). The Syrian National Coalition (SNC) is supported by the Turkish Islamist  Party 
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(AKP) and financed by Qatar with the support of the Muslim Brotherhood. Saudi supports the Sunni 
Jihadists, Salafists, Wahhabis --→ against the Moslem Brotherhood, and many others involved. 

The Kurds in Syria are not Arabs and are an old arch-enemy of Turkey. PKK in Iraq (Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party/socialism and nationalism) semi-autonomous in Iraq. PYD/YPG/SDF in Syria (Syrian self-governance 
project supported by Kurdish Confederation), opposed by Turkey and half-heartedly supported by Assad’s 
regime. 

The Russian factor. Long term Assad regime supporter. Only Secular state in the region, Tartous Naval base 
open to Russia. Huge armament contracts (Syria never paid for). Many Russo-Syrian and Christian Orthodox 
families, that also explained the deep and long Russian involvement in Syria. Chemical weapons? Used by 
Assad, who  had long agreed with USA, Russia and China that these should never fall into Jihadist’s hands, 
hence the current UN supported Assad’s chemical weapons destruction. But on the other side, ISIS and Al 
Qaeda were using them too, where did they get them?… 

The Western Factor, the (conspiracy) theory of the Great Middle-East. Started with the dismantlement of 
the Ottoman Empire (Picot-Sykes 1916, Versailles 1919, Sevres 1920) by the British and French, soon and 
successfully opposed by Mustafa Kamal Atta Turk (1923) and Ibn-Saud (1925). Aims at redrawing the 
Middle-East boarders and regime change. The “Oded Yinon” Plan (Israel 1982), the “Ralph Peters’” 
Constant conflict theory (USA 1997). This sees conflicts in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Yugoslavia, Libya, etc… Just the old principle: Divide and Rule! 

The Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL or 
Daesh), 2014. Originated 
from Sunni Wahabism 
and Salafism ideology 
“Pure Islam”. Recruiting 
mostly Muslim 
mercenaries (Europe, 
North Africa, Sub-
Saharan Africa, Central 
Asia, China, etc), 30,000 
in 2015? With 90% 
armaments from Russia, 
China and Eastern 
Europe?? Funded by 
donations (Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf States), as 
“humanitarian charity”, 
oil revenues, kidnapping 
for ransom, extortion, 
robberies, theft and sale 
of antiquities… 

Has the Turkish take-over of Northern Syria opened up a rebirth of ISIL/Daesh? YES! . . SDF (Syrian 
Democratic Forces – Kurdish) once supported by the West, are now spreading thinly n Northern Syria, busy 
defending themselves alone against the Turks. The Deir-Ezzor region (North-east Syria) is again becoming 
increasingly open to ISIL attacks, assassinations, extortions, car bombings and violent instability due to 
pending and uncertain US-coalition withdrawal and sabotage from Turkish backed ex- Al Qaeda and ISIL 
factions. 

Now you see, all these people are involved there. And you know what, it is not only back-up with troops on 
the ground, because this is a new development in warfare. In battle, you don’t send soldiers, the Turks are 
sending a few, but much is done with drones. With drones, you don’t need the guy with a gun, you just 
need drones. With drones you can’t be identified, as they can drop bombs, and they can do many things 
and  you don’t know where it’s coming from. War is totally changing in this part of the world. Think about 
it, the time when a guy would go out with a rifle, it’s changing fast. Drones from all over the place, even 
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from small countries, even the Emirates have their own drones that they are using to do their bombing. 
And who knows, there is no identification, the UN doesn’t know where its coming from. 

I want to tell you a few things about the media. I suppose you are watching the BBC, the ABC, SBS, or the 
European news. Now of course they are all anti-Assad. If you are watching Al Jazeera, it is from Qatar that is 
anti-Assad. You have to think, Al Jazeera is broadcast from Doha in Qatar and London. When I am watching 
it, it is always interesting to see what they are saying, but you have always to look at where the news is 
coming from. It’s not fake news, but it’s also not honestly presented. The US news is anti-Assad, this is the 
official line, but not really. ABC, SBS, UK and most European are anti-Assad, that’s for you guys, you know, 
just to believe we don’t like these terrible people who are killing their own people. The Turkish, Anadolu 
and the Israeli, you know that’s their business, news are anti-Assad. Now pro-Assad, you know those 
beautiful things, arty and green, these propaganda things on the Russian news you watch on 44, Its not all 
fake news, but it is marvellous propaganda .... When I am listening to them, it takes me back 30 years to 
when I used to listen to French news from Moscow, from the Soviet Union. Exactly the same story. Then 
you have IRNA, Iran, they have reason to be pro-Assad, and the Chinese. Why the Chinese and the 
Russians? Because they both have problems with Muslims in their countries. The Chinese have serious 
problems in Tchechnia, in Oussetia, in Southern Russia, and the with the extremist Sunni Ughyurs in far 
West China. 

Will Assad’s regime survive? I think that he will, he has the support of the population and he has the 
support of the Syrians, even if there are some dissenters and the people are not always happy with him. 
You can still live and work in Syria, and if you think about it, it’s not run by religion. Of course, if the people 
want to have a Jihadist Sunni Syria, that is going to be a big problem for all of us.  

 Welcome to the Middle-East - and have a nice day!!! 

  
Will Assad’s regime survive? 

or will there be 

total chaos in the region? 

The 3,000 year old Aleppo Citadel 
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A Catalogued Encyclopedia of Collective Pistols & 
Revolvers by Ronald Hayes & Ian Skennerton; 2007, 
592 pages.  Brilliant full-colour pictures and 
descriptions of handguns of all shapes and sizes.  More 
than 1,000 pistols from many different makers and 
countries is catalogued in alphabetical order. Each 
section is arranged in an essential chronological 
sequence following the various models and their 
development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardcover: 592 pages 

Publisher: Ian D. Skennerton (1st Jan. 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0949749834 

ISBN-13: 978-0949749833 

Product Dimensions: 22.5 x 3.7 x 31 cm 

 

 

Special price to WAA&AS members: $25.00 
   

 

  

 MONDAY – CLOSED  

 TUESDAY TO FRIDAY – 8:30AM – 5PM 

 TRADING HOURS: SATURDAY – 8:30AM – 12NOON 

 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS – CLOSED 

                                                                                           OR BY APPOINTMENT 
 

MEMBER AND SUPPORTER OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (Inc.) 
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Bob Wise: Boer War 
medals 2 x QSA & 1 x 
KSA and a bronze PR 
Masonic medal. 
 

 

SHOW AND TELL – FEBRUARY 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N Brown: Muzzle loading SxS 
Maldon 12G shotgun. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
William Gillingham: 
1 – German WWI 
helmet.  
 
2 – Stock for a G17 
Glock Pistol. 
 

 

 
 

 
Geoff Smith: British officers 
private purchase Brunswick rifle 
with 3 examples of bayonets. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Les Emery: British 
P1796 Brown Bess 
musket marked to 
the 2nd Bn. 30th Reg. 
who fought at 
Waterloo. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Bruce Porter: 1 – Allen & 
Thurber pepperbox pistol in 
0.31cal. 2 – Belgian pinfire 
pepperbox pistol in 7mm cal. 

 

 

 

Nick Bienkowski:  
1 – R A Signals battle  
dress blouse etc. 
1950’s era. 
 
2 – Estonian great-
coat 1950’s era. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Longworth: 
Homemade BSA hunting 
& target rifle - 0.32/40 cal.   
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Bob Wise French transport 
insignia for Indo-china and one 
from the Sahara & ribbons.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHOW AND TELL – MARCH 2020 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Peter Doyle: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 – Italian M38 folding 
bayonet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 – Italian Bodeo ‘trooper’ 
model revolver in 10.4mm cal. 
 

 

.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graham Donley: War clubs, 
Fijian, Vanuatu and a homemade 
mace with a book on the subject. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen Dear: Chiappa 
Rhino 60DS revolver in 38 
spl/357 mag, with speed 
loader. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Smith: MLE carbine converted for the RIC in 303 
cal. with P1888 bayonet. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bruce Porter: Colt 1873 
Artillery revolver in 45LC cal. 
 

3 – Malior single shot 
rifle in 0.22 cal.  
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Due to the social distancing 
requirements for Coronavirus 
many ANZAC Day gatherings will 
not go ahead for 2020. What has 
been proposed is for everyone to  
go to the end of their driveway at 
0555 on ANZAC Day (Saturday 
25th April 2020) and have the 
Nation line it's streets everywhere 
to  share a minute’s silence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Gillingham:  
1 – Colt Detective Special snub-nose revolver in 38 spl. cal.  
2 – Smith & Wesson Model 60 snub-nose revolver in 38 spl. cal. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Doyle:    1 – Swiss model M18/40 helmet with recently 
acquired cloth cover. 
2 – Colt New Service revolver in 455 cal. 
3 – Finnish Lahti L35 pistol in 9mm cal. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graham Donley: WWI Memorial plaque “Dead Man’s penny” 
with research on Private Hans Peter Andersen. 
 

 

Les Emery: 1 – Enfield Cavalry Carbine dated 1895 - 303 cal. 
2 – 75th anniversary of Waterloo cast iron plaque from France. 
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ONE HUNDRED MAGAZINES 
By Graham Donley 

Issue Number 191 for January/February 2020 saw the 100th  issue of 

our magazine produced by Honorary Member Stella Brandis. This is a 

wonderful achievement and represents a very large amount of effort 

and skill in the production. It is not always easy to obtain the articles 

and information contained in our magazines, but Stella does it with 

the minimum of fuss. When our Editor, Malcolm Higham requested 

some computer assistance for the magazine, Committee member 

Fred Walter introduced Stella to us. Stella had previously helped Fred 

with some work for the Army Museum, and she took on the role of 

production of the magazine and continued on when William 

Gillingham took over the role of Editor. 

While the efforts of previous members who have produced our newsletter are well and truly appreciated, it 

was when Stella took over the production that the professionalism of our publication became apparent. It 

grew from a 16-page newsletter to a  24-page full colour magazine, and It is now rightfully recognised as 

one of the best of its type in Australia. In her position of assisting our Editor, William, Stella does a lot of 

research and formatting to produce the quality of magazine that we enjoy. However, she has not only 

worked on the production of the magazine but has also gone back into our historical records and updated 

“the First 25 Years” into “Celebrating 40 Years” for the Society’s 40th 

Anniversary. While researching the old magazines and newsletters she also 

digitised and indexed all the previous issues so that they are available to 

members to browse through as they wish. This was a tremendous task for any 

one person to achieve. 

As with the current issues, there is such a wealth of knowledge in our collecting 

spheres that has been recorded over the years in our newsletter, which became 

our magazine. 
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BILL LONGWORTH, LIFE MEMBER WAAAS 
Bill Longworth was a plumber, now happily retired, but he successfully 
conducted the business of Dianella Plumbing Service for many years, 
assisted by his wife Betty. 

He has had a lifelong interest in firearms and is still active in the Perth 
Muzzle Loading Club where he has been club champion and has won 
many medals in both pistol and rifle shooting. 

Bill joined the WA Arms and Armour Society in 1980 and has been a very 
supportive member since then. He served on the committee from 1984 to 
2000, held the position of Vice President in 1987, and President  in 1991 
and 1992. Even when he did not hold a position on the committee, Bill 
always led from the front if a job had to be done, pushing and generally 
showing the way to others.  

In 1990, he proposed that a shield be made 
available for the winner of our annual show 
and tell competition. This was based on a 
points system with our Show and Tell where the guest speaker awarded points 
each monthly meeting and it ran from 1990 to 2005. The shield has recently 
been refurbished and can be seen in our display cabinet in our meeting room. 

For a number of years our annual Social was held at Bill and Betty’s house and a 
lot of fun was had in and around their swimming pool and BBQ. They have since 
moved and found what Bill always wanted – a big shed with a smaller house! He 
now happily makes and loads bullets for his love – black powder shooting, both 
rifle and pistol. 

Bill’s work and efforts for the West Australian Arms and 
Armour Society were recognised in 2002 when he was elected 
a Life Member. He is also a Life Member of the Perth Muzzle 
Loading Club where, as we have said, he has won many 
medals with both pistol and rifle and been club champion.   

In December 2018 Bill celebrated his ninetieth birthday. 

One story that Bill told was about the B24 Liberator bomber 
that he helped his father salvage after World War Two. Bill’s 
father was serving with the RAAF’s 25 Squadron at the Pearce 
Air Base, North of Perth, and lodged a successful tender for 
the purchase of one of these surplus bombers. 

After much work the aircraft was moved to their family 
property in Greenmount, cut up and sold for scrap, resulting in 
a tidy profit. At a recent meeting of the Society, Bill brought 
along the throttle assembly from this aircraft, which he had 
kept as a souvenir of this adventure. He also had a scale model 
of the Liberator, complete with the Black Swan tail rudder 
decals that he had constructed many years ago. 

Bill is married to Betty, who also deserves our recognition as 
she was the hostess when we had our first Club Social at their 
home in Dianella. They were great nights Bill, with the pool 
and the barbeques.  Like us all, Bill has slowed down a little, as 
it happens to the over seventies, but it has never stopped his 
enthusiasm for our Society 

Betty enjoys a drink and a chat with Lyn Smith 

at one of the many Annual functions she and 

Bill hosted at their home. 
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THE ORIGINS & HISTORY OF THE LAST POST 
By Heather Fishel 

 
The Last Post has been around for hundreds of years, its sound one 
of the most distinctive in existence. Citizens and members of 
militaries worldwide recognize its somewhat haunting, poignant 
notes, played by a single bugler. It is a tune that bonds humanity 
together, slipping past the country, city, and religious lines that 
divide all. That familiar and recognizable tune carries the names, 
the faces, and the memories of all who have died in wars 
throughout history.  

Although the Last Post has come to carry such mournful weight and 
meaning, it was not originally used in a memorial context. In fact, 
the Last Post was just a simple song in its very first years. First 
published and played in the 1790s, the Last Post was one of many 
bugle calls used by the British Army. These calls were used to help 
soldiers keep track of time when living in encampments. Each 
sound of the bugle instructed British soldiers, with different “songs” 
or notes letting them know if it was time to wake for the day, time 
to enjoy a meal, time to partake in military exercises, or time to 
turn in for the night. Every day in camp was regulated and run 
according to the calls of the army’s bugler. 

Typically, soldiers’ days began with buglers playing Reveille, the 
daily wakeup call, and ended with the sounds of the Last Post. 
When played in camp, the Last Post signalled that the duty officers 
had completed their sentry-post inspection around the 
encampment’s perimeter. So, the Last Post earned its name simply 
because it was sounded to signal that the last of these posts had 
been inspected. For several decades, the end of such a security 
check was the only time during which the bugle call would be 
heard. It was simply the sound that let soldiers know their days 
were completed, and their location was secure.  

It was not until the mid-1800s that the Last Post changed in its use and significance. More than half a 
century after its inception and use in British army encampments, the bugle call took on greater importance. 
Warfare had changed throughout the international community — no longer were all wars fought upon the 
sturdy soil of battlefields. The sea itself became a new battlefront, and many militaries sent their fighting 
men off to war on boats. However, this meant that fewer army necessities could accompany an army to 
battle. Because military bands and their bandmasters were considered civilians, not soldiers, buglers and 
the like typically did not accompany an army headed out to sea or overseas locations. Typically, the bands 
that followed an army in times of battle or war were there to play songs to accompany all who died in their 
final journey home. However, with increasing numbers of soldiers lost in faraway cities and upon overseas 
battlefields, this tradition could not be continued. So, military bands devised a new tradition: playing the 
notes of the Last Post at the gravesite of those who died in battle. In turn, the bugle call took on a new, 
mournful meaning. As it played during soldiers’ funerals, it no longer signalled the end of an average; 
instead, it came to symbolize the end of a soldier’s life on Earth and the end of his service to his country. 

The Years of the Great Wars of the 20th Century 

The legacy of the Last Post did not end when it took on new meaning and a new purpose in the 19th 
century. Instead, as countries entered the 20th century, this simple bugle call and its notes became even 
more important during this era of large-scale wars. As soon as the 1900s began, the Boer War ended, and 
more than 600 memorials appeared to remember those who lost their lives for England. Before this, no war 
memorials were ever built; in prior times of conflict, battle, and death, the British only celebrated the 
victors by crafting statues dedicated to, or resembling successful generals and commanders. 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/author/heather
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After the Boer War however, the British began building memorials listing the names of all who died — even 
the officers, soldiers, and generals who fought on the side of the opposition. Views of wars and their battles 
changed forever, and with each new memorial that appeared throughout England’s cities and countryside 
towns, so did the tradition of the Last Post. Whenever a memorial was erected, its final design unveiled, a 
soldier played the notes of the Last Post, symbolizing those whose names covered the memorial’s surface 
would always be remembered. 

Soon after the latest change in both post-war traditions and the Last Post, World War One exploded in 
Europe. By this time, the Last Post was known to not only soldiers but by all who visited memorials and 
attended military funerals. Over the course of World War One, the Last Post was repeatedly played — its 
tune was heard at funerals in Europe, at memorials in soldiers’ hometowns, and during moments of 
remembrance for battles and those lost during them. As the war dragged on and grew in scope, the Last 
Post became both a familiar and recurring tune. No longer was it heard solely by soldiers’ ears; it came to 
signify remembrance of military members for civilians as well. 

The military have a single bugler to carry out the bugle call and the navy have two buglers. 

By the end of World War One, 
societies around the world adopted 
the Last Post as the song of 
mourning and remembering their 
dead, their lost loved ones. As 
increasingly more wars, from World 
War Two to smaller civil wars, broke 
out throughout the international 
community during the years of the 
20th century, the Last Post played 
for all who gave their lives. 

Lest we forget  
 

                                                                                         The battalion bugler of the 27th playing the Last Post at sun-down (Frank Hurley) 
 

 

A CHRONICLE OF THE FRENCH SERVICE BOLT-

ACTION RIFLES (1866 – 1978) 

One hundred and sixty two pages abundantly illustrated with 
colour photos and illustrations, it covers the Chassepot, Gras, 
Lebel, Berthier, and MAS 36 rifles and variants, with their 
development, description and technical specifications, the 
detailed army munitions evolution and ballistics, and the 
grenade launcher adaptations, all placed in an historical, 
political and industrial context. It also includes the reloading 
data and shooting tests for the Lebel, Berthier and MAS 36.  

A short bibliography, internet links, glossary and an index will 
assist you in your research. 

$85 / copy + postage and handling 

One copy discounted for WAA&A Soc. members 

Book will be available for sale at the  

WAA&AS monthly meetings 

Order from Gus: Mas361945@gmail.com 

ISBN: 978-0-646-80596-2 

September 2019 
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THE   WESTERN   AUSTRALIA 

ARMS  &  ARMOUR   SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER   ADVERTISING 

To help fund our Newsletter, we welcome your buy 
and sell advertisements. The charges are as follows: 

3 lines      $5.00 per issue 

Business Card      $5.00 per issue 

¼ page    $15.00 per issue 

½ page    $25.00 per issue 

Full page    $50.00 per issue 

Advertisements must be received three weeks prior 
to date of issue Send your advertisement, together 

with payment (cheque or money order) to: 

The Treasurer, WA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY, 
PO Box 5070, CANNING VALE SOUTH    WA   6155 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Club Cap            $15 

Club Patch       $10 

Club Pen             $3 

Club Vest        $35 

Club Polo Shirt      $15 

With pocket      $20 

To order: contact Treasurer Lorraine Smith 

        Mob:  0409 354 441  

        or email info@waarmsandarmour.com.au 

 

 

mailto:info@waarmsandarmour.com.au


THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.) 

~ 24 ~ 

 
 

 

SHOP: 8 CLAPHAM St BECKENHAM WA 6107 

POST: PO Box 388 GOSNELLS WA 6990 

WEB: WWW.BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU  

EMAIL: INFO@BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU  

PH & FX: (08) 9258 4109 

MOBILE: 0419 955 105 

ABN: 130 685 6775 86 

FDL: 993670 

 

 

PISTOLS & REVOLVERS 

RENDERED FIREARMS 

NO LICENSE REQUIRED 

MILITARY RIFLES 

MANY TO CHOOSE FROM 

REPLICA FIREARMS 

NAKED ARMY FIGURES 

FULL RANGE OF SKENNERTON  

& KRAUSE BOOKS 

 

MONDAY – CLOSED 

 TUESDAY TO FRIDAY – 8:30AM – 5PM 

 TRADING HOURS: SATURDAY – 8:30AM – 12 NOON 

 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS – CLOSED 

                                                                                          OR BY APPOINTMENT 

MEMBER AND SUPPORTER OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.) 

http://www.barrysfirearms.com.au/
mailto:INFO@BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU

