
 

 
a "National Heritage Place" 

www.cerberus.com.au 

Cerberus Newsletter No. 210 

15 October 2020 

 

Correction 

Thank-you to Geoff Burrows for pointing out an error in Newsletter 209. Hugh Childers did 

not perish on board HMS Captain. The text should have read 

 

"The loss of life on board HMS Captain was huge with 480 lives lost. These included the 

designer, Captain Coles and the sons of both the Under Secretary for War and the First 

Lord of the Admiralty, Hugh Childers. Only 27 men survived." 

 

Hugh Childers resigned from the Admiralty in 1871 on account of ill health. He had 

previously served as a Member of Parliament in Victoria where he introduced a bill that 

established Melbourne University. 

 

 

Cerberus to Australia, 150 

Years Ago. 

 

 

To commemorate the voyage of Cerberus to Australia, we are presenting highlights of the 

voyage, starting from the 150th anniversary of the the HMS Captain disaster (7 September 

1870) until the 9th of April 2021, which marks 150 years since the arrival of Cerberus at 

Melbourne. 

Cerberus Fitout 

After being built at Newcastle on the River Tyne, Cerberus completed a sea trial on the 1st of 

June 1869 and then steamed south to Woolwich. 

 

http://www.cerberus.com.au/


In August 1869 a sea trial of the balanced rudder was undertaken and it was determined that 

further improvements were needed to her rudder. 

 

In November of 1869 additional iron shipwrights were engaged at Chatham Dockyards so as 

to fit a temporary iron deck and bulwarks. 

 

In April of 1870 it was decided to fit the Cerberus turrets with Captain Scott's gun carriages. 

 

In the following month Cerberus undertook a speed trial off the Maplin Sands and achieved 

10 knots, 1½ knots over the design specification. 

On the 30th of September 1870 additional seamen were obtained from London in preparation 

to depart to Australia. 

 
 

Cerberus on the River Tyne in May or early June 1869. 

Click image to enlarge. 

Click here to see how Mark Griffin established that the above photo was taken on the River 

Tyne. (it's about the foyboat in the foreground.) 

 

 

 

 

Compartments 

"I peeped into the sleeping berths of the officers, looked curiously at the exquisite 

arrangement of bells, telegraph wires, speaking pipes, and so on, with which the Cerberus is 

provided in perhaps greater profusion, and certainly with much more order, than a flrst-class 

http://www.cerberus.com.au/map_tyne.html
http://www.cerberus.com.au/tyne2.jpg


hotel. I noticed how each department and compartment, each great space and little space, was 

marked and distinguished by plain black letters on shining tablets of brass. How, in spite of 

the confusion, incident, unavoidably, to her almost instant departure, every portion of the 

ship, above and below, was clean, regular, orderly, and compact."1 

 
 

Plain Black Letters on Shining Tablets of Brass 

On loan from John Noonan. 

 
 

Plain Black Letters on Shining Tablets of Brass 

Displayed in Black Rock Yacht Club. 

 

 

 

 

Inside the Turrets 

"I crawled into the turrets, and saw how, by the turning of a small handle, the two great 

guns can be raised or depressed to a quarter of an inch. I watched the seamen taking 

from a lighter alongside, and carrying forward to their proper home in the hold, certain 

iron cylinders, each about the size of a big man's hat, which I was told was "case shot." 

I saw the shot and shell for the great guns, and the racks for the seamen's muskets, not 

yet on board; and then, as a sort of cap and finish and glorification to my visit, I drank 

success to the Cerberus in a glass—a good large glass—of the ship's own sherry, and 

very good sherry it was."1 



 
 

Inside the Turret of the Cerberus. "LOAD" 

"All the movements of the gun and of the turret are executed by machinery, and are 

regulated with the greatest nicety by the gunner (no. 2) in his position at the breach." 

Click image to enlarge (then click again). 

The Australasian Sketcher 9 June 1877 

Engraving: La Trobe Collection, State Library of Victoria. 

Sponsored by A. Buckland-Pinnock & Phillip Jacobs 

 

Details of components 
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ELEVATE. 

Can you find five men? 

Photo: The Australasian, 28 May 1898. Sponsored by Robert Lawson 

 

Click to see the five men in the photo. 

"Further, I may state that the Cerberus may be steered either from the open wheel or 

from a wheel within the breastwork, so that in time of action the men are thoroughly 

protected. 

http://www.cerberus.com.au/elevate_men.jpg


 
 

The Manual Wheels actually took up to ten men to operate each of them. 

Photo: Wilfrid Russel Grimwade Collection, University of Melbourne. 

 

 



 
 

Manual Wheel is left of the Steam Wheel (added 1877). 

Drawing: James Millett. 

 

Details of Aft section of Shield Deck. 

In case of need, the ship can be immersed eighteen inches, and thus present less freeboard 

exposed to the enemy. By the special arrangements adopted, the captain has all parts of the 

vessel immediately under his control, and such is the perfection of the whole, that even in 

action, every man's safety is carefully looked after and provided for. In the event of one 

screw breaking, the ship can be propelled by the other, and so complete is the steering and 

screw apparatus, that, like a first-class chariot, she can turn in her own length. The Cerberus 

was originally designed for a speed of 8½ knots an hour, but on her trial trip she went 10 

knots, or 1½ beyond her contract speed. She is the best armoured, the best arranged, and the 

best ventilated turret ship yet completed."1 

 

 

 

 

The Victorian Navy - of the Colony of 

Victoria (Chapter 5) 



Over the last decade I have been writing a book about the Victorian Navy. Although not yet 

complete, Friends of the Cerberus has decided to make the book available in installments to 

our loyal supporters. Each newsletter will provide access to a new chapter in sequence, 

except for the last chapter. 

 

Chapter 19, which details the campaign to Save the Cerberus, will be distributed when 

completed. This chapter will describe the 20 year campaign and give credit to those 

instrumental in advancing our campaign, as well as identifying those responsible for the 

disastrous decision to fill Cerberus with concrete. Cerberus Heroes and Heritage Vandals. 

The chapters are listed below. Chapters 16, 17, 18 and 19 are in the process of being written. 

 

As always, comments are most welcome. Chapter 5, The Big Ships can now be downloaded. 

The Victorian Navy 

- of the Colony of 

Victoria 

 

Chapter 1 - Birth of 

a Navy 

 

Chapter 2 

- Volunteer Naval 

Brigade 

 

Chapter 3 - Decline, 

Legal Basis & 

Resurrection 

 

Chapter 4 - Naval 

Ensigns 

 

Chapter 5 - The Big 

Ships 

 

Chapter 6 - Brigade 

becomes a Militia 

 

Chapter 7 - The 

Permanent Force 

 

Chapter 8 - Shot & 

Shell Practise 

 

Chapter 9 - 

Attacking the Forts 

 

Chapter 10 - War 

Scares 
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Chapter 11 - 

Expansion of the 

Navy 

 

Chapter 12 - 

Defending Victoria 

 

Chapter 13 - Fleet 

Manœuvres 

 

Chapter 14 - The 

High Point 

 

Chapter 15 - 

Downsizing 

 

Chapter 16 - 

Swansong 

 

Chapter 17 - 

Strengths and 

Weaknesses 

 

Chapter 18 - Vessels 

after Federation 

 

Chapter 19 - Saving 

the Cerberus 

Campaign 

 

 

John Rogers 

Fleet Engineer (Victorian Navy) 

website, research & Friends of the Cerberus President. 

 

 

join the Victorian Navy .....  
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Friendsofthecerberus mailing list 

Friendsofthecerberus@cerberus.com.au 

http://cerberus.com.au/mailman/listinfo/friendsofthecerberus_cerberus.com.a
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