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E-GAZETTE MK II* 

EDITORIAL 

As a mate pointed out to me the other day, if you want to purchase a blank block of 
Walnut from a gun dealer to make a new gun stock you need to get a mail order 
form signed off by the Police.  Similarly if you want to purchase a couple of small 
screws to repair your gun.  That is how stupid the firearm laws in NZ have become.   

Of course there are ways round some of this nonsense, you can buy your Walnut 
block from an exotic timber merchant and your screws from a hardware store, if you 
can find the right ones.   

Another way is to vote out the parties (Labour, Green, NZFirst) that brought in these 
stupid nit-picky and draconian gun laws that threaten to kill off our sport or hobby, 
and vote in a party that will repeal these laws and draft a new sensible Arms Act 
after consulting with the firearm community.   

That party is Act, currently polling at 7%, in with a strong chance of half a dozen 
MPs.  However they can’t do it on their own, they need a major party as partner, 
which can only be National.  Forget the other small firearm friendly parties polling 1 
or 2 %,  all their votes will be reallocated to those who do achieve the 5% threshold.  

Put simply for fair gun laws:  Party Vote Act, Electoral Vote National. 

Best wishes, 

Phil 
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The e-Gazette Mk II* is a monthly news-letter circulated free to members of the 
NZAHAA and their friends by e-mail only. It may be copied and forwarded to fellow 
collectors, we ask that any material used by others is acknowledge to this 
publication.  
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UP COMING EVENTS 

2020                  

3 October  HYGM & Hawkes Bay Branch Auction 

17 & 18 October Ted Rogers Auction, Paraparaumu 

1 November  Auckland Branch Arms Fair, Swanson RSA. 

7 & 8 November Armistice in Cambridge.  

7 & 8 November Taranaki Gun Show, New Plymouth 

21 & 22 November Wellington Branch Auction, Porirua 

2021 

27 & 28 March  Tauranga Militaria Show 
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SMLE Mk III* in storage 1920-37. By Noel Taylor 
  
Lockdown has resulted in time being spent researching and drafting articles for publication in 
various magazines and during this research other items of interest come to light . New 
Zealand at the end of WWI received two Divisions worth of War Equipment from the 
Imperial Government including a number of new SMLE Mk III* Rifles, for more 
information about the SMLE in NZ service – see  http://www.armsregister.com/
arms_register/arms_register_documents/nzar_8_smle_mkiii.PDF 
  
It is the writers belief that the 1917 dated SMLE were those new HV (High Velocity sighted 
for Mk VII ammunition) that were issued to the NZMR in Palestine in mid 1917. The new 
1918 dated were those that either came to NZ with the returning troops who exchanged the 
old battle worn SMLE’s for new prior to departing UK or the two Divisions worth of 
equipment received in 1920. 
  
These SMLE’s were issued to existing forces including cadets and the worn MLE/M Long 
Toms were placed into store. Although the 1919 Defence Report notes they were to be 
upgraded to CLLE there is no evidence that this ever occurred and I suspect the reason was 
the influx of so many SMLE. 
  
Those surplus new and near new SMLE that were not issued to units were placed into storage 
– what in my service days we called ‘War Reserve’.  As time went on and the onset of the 
Depression times were financially constrained for NZ Defence so it was no surprise I located 
the below in the 1937 Defence report to Parliament contained in AJHR H19 page 6, 9. 
ORDANCE – 
  
“No progress has been made during the year with the stripping, cleaning, and preservation of 
the balance of the rifles, S.M.L.E. Mark lII*, held in store, and which have not been 
examined since receipt from the United Kingdom in 1920. Authority has been obtained, 
however, for the engagement of four arms-cleaners, and the work has now started.” 
  
One wonders what condition these war Reserve Rifles were in after almost 20 years of 
neglect in storage. During the mid 1970’s we would have Range Weekends at Trentham and 
used the pre WWI old brick Arms Cotes to store our weapons over night, they were cool and 
damp and the only visible improvements since WWI were division internally of lockable 
wired cages and a steel outer door with modern locks. 
  
Little appeared to have changed over the years, whilst on my Captain to Major promotion 
course at Waiouru we were visited and addressed by Colonel D Maloney who had 
commanded the NZ Truce Monitoring Team Contingent to Rhodesia earlier that year called 
Operation Midford. He advise that during the contingent pre-deployment training on the 
range many SLR’s taken from War Reserve had a number of problems like stoppages etc. As 
a result it was necessarily obtain replacements and to raise an adverse report into the 
condition of War Reserve rifles!  

One wonders what is happening to the Steyr’s in storage today? 
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Chambers 210-shot superimposed load flintlock By Lex Severinsen. 

In 1796 an American named Chambers invented a 210 shot, full auto machine gun. It was a 
flintlock volley gun, with 7 interconnected barrels, like a Nock Volley gun. But each barrel had 30, 
odd bullets, which fired one after the other by means of a 4 second fuse through their hollow 
centre. Like a Roman Candle. Once you pull the trigger on the front projectile,there’s no stopping 
it! 

53 were built, (3 still exist) and they were used with great effect from the fighting tops of the ships 
against the Brits in the war of 1812. They were discontinued as they were too difficult to load 
correctly, and too dangerous as they could explode like a pipe bomb. 

I’m having trouble getting my repro one here going too. It sometimes rattles them all off like a 
MG42,.... and sometimes just Stops.... and if I get a projectile against the touch hole, instead of 
powder, ... it doesn’t fire at all! 

�4



  
October  2020                         Newsletter of the New Zealand Antique & Historical Arms Association Inc. No 117

USE YOUR VOTE WISELY By Maurice Taylor 

The Elections are coming up. Your vote will   be your voice to be accounted. We all should take 
this opportunity to have our say. The current leading Govt party, Labour might appeal to you, The 
biased media laud her actions, but do you want to support a Dictator and the creator of a Police 
State? My local community are most decidedly rural. This Govt don’t give a hoot for Rural people 
just the Urban masses. The Govt calls you ‘Trolls’, “Rednecks” or ‘The gun lobby’ if you shoot.  
Not one of you reading this shot anyone in Ch Ch,  the only licensed firearms owner who did got 
his licence because the POLICE gave him one without the normal vetting & references procedures 
you all went through due to cost cutting degradation of this their own laws. They cut out Mountain 
Safety courses wanted to base all licensing out of some central NI base. Played musical chairs 
with  the  established   local  Firearms  officers  putting  some  policeman  into  a  job  he  has  little 
knowledge  or  interest  in  and   swop  him  round   for  another   as  a  sort  of  educational  policy. 
The   actual  culprit  Tarrant  had  known  form  in  Australia  but  the  police  never  bothered  to  
enquire. Effectively  the police shot 51 people in CH CH.

But it was the gun owners who got vilified, demonised & punished for some thing they never did. 
But no leftist govt is going to miss the chance to use these killings to their political ends. Ideal 
time  to  put  in  place  a  raft  of  anti  gun  ‘wish  lists’ compiled  by  the  rabidly  anti  gun  police 
commissioner. (The same one who comes on TV and says he ‘Was rather disappointed the gangs 
haven't given up their guns like we hoped for’, I mean get real their criminal gangs what did he 
expect?

It is unconstitutional to bring in any law change without  the normal Parliamentary  procedure. We 
are not at war. Ill thought out 8 day law changes are not acceptable, nor is allowing the police to  
make laws as they see fit ...Adolf Hitler did both of these things of course so thats ok?  Well No, 
its unlawful but they pushed it through penalising the 250,000 licensed firearm owners for some 
thing they never did. Is that justice?? Well No, but it’s what happened. The Council of Licenced 
Firearms  Owner  (COLFO)  and  the  NZ  Sporting  Shooters  (SSANZ)  were  utterly  ignored  by  
Police Minister Nash. We are just Trolls, Rednecks & ‘The Gun Lobby’ who since they actually 
know what they are talking about had no input. Fair & Reasonable’s able spokesperson Nicole  
McKee, who now is number three in the ACT party, where the only Party to appose the injustices 
foisted on gun owners. So if you shoot or own guns Vote ACT (Who already have  6 seats  by the 
current polling. Who could with National be enough to topple the current dictatorial mob called 
Labour.) Of the 250’000 only 6,000 are active I am told. You cant just accept bad laws promoted 
to “keep NZ safe” but used as a crusade to eliminate private gun ownership by every nit pic i ty  
hobble to curb clubs and all else like 5 year licences (Bit like the passports half the value at twice 
the price). Think of the hassles and they seek registration as if that will work. (The computed   
details are already hacked due to police incompetence).  Registration was  thrown out years ago as 
unworkable by the police and now its thought useful?   Registration leads to confiscation. Some  
Politician or police top brass will use it sure as eggs are eggs sooner or later.  All they have done is 
alienate all shooters  and farmers.  So use your Vote - Act & National if 250,000 vote that could 
topple  the  current  Govt.  I  don’t  have,  nor  particularly  like  modern  guns  but  I’ve  fought  the 
injustices, and so if you shoot,  VOTE.   Maurice Taylor.
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FROM THE GUN ROOM By Andrew Edgcombe 

Harsh Conditions and Temperamental Guns 
Germany and her allies refined the tactical deployment of machine guns well ahead of her 
enemies, the use of machine guns and machine gun training was a very serious business. The 
Maxim gun was the pinnacle of modern engineering and innovation and also something, which 
needed a lot of specialized care and attention to maintain reliability. 

The following is an extract from the WW1 journal of Hans Ludwig, Reserve Infantry Regiment 
120, from the winter of 1916/1917 near the Dutch border while RIR 120 was in rest quarters in 
Belgium. It seems almost comical but it is a reflection of the harsh conditions endured by troops 
from both sides and the issues such conditions created on equipment and man. 

In spite of the cold weather we had an enjoyable time. Every man in the regiment was instructed in 
the handling of light and heavy machine guns and before any man was passed he had to prove 
himself an expert gunner. This was very hard due to the cold. The temperature was far below zero. 
At times it was so bad our fingers would stick to the cold metal of the guns and burn like hell. 
Funny, it feels about the same if you touch a piece of red hot metal or a piece of ice cold metal. 
The results are the same. 

One morning when I was in charge of target practice we could not get any of the guns started as 
even the oil used to lubricate them had stiffened. The cooling agent in the jackets was glycerine 
and not water as usual. I detailed two men to warm up one gun over the open fireplace in a nearby 
farmhouse. Then they wrapped the gun up in a blanket and brought it out to the target where it 
would sputter, shooting once or twice, then it was as dead as it could be and no coaxing was any 
good. I tried all kinds of ways to 
get started with my target 
practice until finally I had the 
gun warmed up again over the 
open fire. The man carrying it 
started to fire out of the window 
high up into the air and then 
climbed through the window, 
still firing, until he reached the 
stand. There we fired round after 
round until the barrel was good 
and hot. I did the same thing 
with the other guns and it was a 
miracle that nobody got killed 
that morning. These guns had to 
be handled like newborn babies 
at such a low temperature as 
delicate parts in the lock, etc. 
broke like glass when treated too 
carelessly. 
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I’m confident that Hans Ludwig is referring to the MG08 as he makes mention of returning the 
heated gun to its stand, most likely a sled mount (the lighter 08/15 models were used from a 
bipod) 

Below, keeping the gun warm when not in use was a real issue in cold conditions; this 08/15 is 
fitted with a water jacket heater, which would be filled with hot coals to prevent the water freezing 
in the jacket. 

Above: Water Jacket Heater removed from gun and a rather cold looking gun crew  
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Pattern: 1866 Snider Enfield Rifle(Snider Long Rifle/3 band Snider)  

Compiled by: Phil Cregeen  

Introduced to NZ Service:1868, Withdrawn: 1907  

Makers: RSAF Enfield; RSAF Birmingham, Tower; Birmingham Small Arms Co, London Armoury 
Co; Private contractors.  

Calibre: .577 in, 25 bore, Bore: 3 groove uniform or progressive depth rifling RH twist 1turn in 
78in.,  

Barrel length: 36.5 in. OA Length: 54.2 in. Weight: 9 lb 4 oz. (4.2 kg) 

Type of Action: Snider breech loading, single shot  

Magazine:  None,  Sights: rear sight bed to 400, leaf to 950 yds., foresight barleycorn on fixed 
block. 

Bayonet:  Pat 1853 Socket. (NZAR # 58) 

  

Following Ordnance Board trials in the period 1864 to 66 to determine a suitable method of 
converting the large stocks of Pattern 1853 Enfield Rifles to breech loader, the invention of 
Jacob Snider was chosen together with the centre fire cartridge developed by Col Boxer.  This 
in its final form involved cutting off the breech end of the barrel and replacing it with a shoe 
containing a hinged breech block with firing pin that swung open to the right and include an 
ejector claw, the shoe being screwed into the rear end of the original barrel.  The conversion 
was announced in LOC 1327 dated 18 September 1866 with the ammunition by LOC 1328 dated 
20 August 1866 and was generally applied to the 4th Type or model of the Pat 53 with Baddeley 
barrel bands.  The conversion quickly progressed from Mk I to Mk I* (squared rim to cartridge), 
Mk II* and Mk II** (larger breech block & cupped hammer) leading to the Mk III introduced by 
LOC 1759 dated 13 Jan 1869 which included a breech block locking bolt, and steel instead of 
iron barrel, these Mk III rifles were made new rather than conversions.(1)    

New Zealand Service The first Snider long rifles to see service in New Zealand were issued to a 
detachment of the 18th Royal Irish Regiment of Foot bound for Wellington in March 1868 and to 
those serving at Napier by May 1868. (2)  According to the Evening Post of the 23 November 
1868 they appear to have been used on the range for the first time in November of that year.  

In the Colonial Government arms return of 26 August 1869 there were no Sniders owned by the 
Colony, however it was reported that 500 Hay medium rifles had been sent to England for 
conversion in February of that year. By September of the same year 1,900 Snider Rifles had 
been received from British Stores although many were later exchanged for short rifles and 
carbines. In December 1869 the Wanganui Herald reported 50 picked men armed with Snider 
rifles had been sent from Wellington to Taupo to help combat the Hauhau uprising. 
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By 1875 the snider rifle was on more general issue to Volunteer forces within the colony and by 
1879 there were 696 on issue or in store, increasing to 1049 by 1892. From 1890 onwards the 
snider was gradually replaced by the Martini Henry (1895), Martini Enfield (1898) and Lee 
Enfield (1901), however some Volunteer Rifles corps were still armed with the snider as late at 
1902 and in the 1905 arms return 920 are shown still held in the colony.  

In 1907 7,000 snider rifles (long, medium and short rifles) were sold to a Manchester firm and 
shipped to England. 

Marking 

     
   Butt tang                      lock plate     proof marks 

Acknowledgements:    Information and photos-John Osborne, Phil Cregeen,  

References:   (1) 577 Pattern 1853 Rifle Musket & Snider-Enfield  

    by I D Skennerton  

(2). http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz 
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�
 
What is the place of firearms in New Zealand society? Is there an urban/rural divide?
 
In the lead up to the General Election, political parties of all stripes are vying for our 
votes.
But what are their views on firearms, and where do they see the place for them in New 
Zealand society?
Join us for an evening of conversation and debate at the Masterton Club, where we 
will host presentations from:

• Dr Samara McPhedran, firearms academic
Australia's experience with changes to firearm law - has it made Australia a safer 
place?

• Derek Daniell, 50 Shades of Green
The importance of firearms to farmers and New Zealand's rural communities
Following the presentations, we will be hosting a debate on the future of firearms in 
New Zealand. Participants include:

• Hon Ron Mark MP, NZ First Wairarapa candidate & firearms spokesperson
• Mike Butterick, National Party Wairarapa candidate
• Celia Wade-Brown, Green Party Wairarapa candidate
• Nicole McKee, ACT party firearms spokesperson

This event will also be livestreamed through the COLFO Facebook and YouTube 
channels, and available on Wairarapa  Freeview Channel 41.
Kind Regards

Steve Goodman
Secretary 
 
of Licenced Firearms Owners Inc. 
PO Box 24020, Manners Street, 
Wellington 6142, NZ  
www.colfo.org.nz 
+64  27 747 1810

!
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MYSTERY OBJECT (below right), answer please to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 
Last months (below left ), no one tried to guess! So here it is again. 
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BUY SELL OR SWAP List items free for two issues (* indicates final listing)  
TradeMe refuses to list .22 semi autos, but if they are legal you can list them here. 

*WANTED: Barrel for a Pedersoli squirrel gun or similar, must be between 30 and 40 cal and 
between 30 and 40 inches long. Contact: Ian ianmander0@gmail.com 

*WANTED: - Lower stock for a P14 Rifle. Ph or TXT Mike at 021 0286 1378 

*WANTED: Magazine for CZ 27 pistol in .32 acp, phone Grant at 021 02300939 

WANTED:  358 Winchester reloading dies Ph or text  Rod at 0276824494 

 

Our power is in how we vote 

PARTY VOTE ACT
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