
Bugger! I was looking forward to his visit!
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Well another great November Swapmeet. I remember a couple of years ago that
we nearly stopped the November swap meets and yet this one surpassed last
years, which was a huge one. Our selling tables were down slightly on last year
due to several sellers being away and a late cancellation. What was brilliant was
another record of numbers through the door this year and they were buying
which always pleases the sellers. It was very pleasing to see just prior to opening
time a queue that stretched from the front door out the gate and onto the street.
I have not seen that for quite some time, and I guess we have our marketing and
advertising right. What was most pleasing was the number of members helping
setup and pack up at the end of the day. To all those helpers a big thank you. Only
ever a small band of members that always pitch in and get things done quickly. Thanks also to Steven Dear
(ably assisted by his wife, Adelfa) who stepped in and issued the ID cards/holders to the sellers as they
arrived and showed them to their tables.

A vital part of our two-day Annual Fair in September is the displays from members’ private collections. At
the October meeting, Certificates of appreciation were presented to William Gillingham, Peter Doyle, Gus
Gintzburger and Lindsay Smith for their participation in the displays this year. Certificates were also
presented to Kingsley Highet and Gary Hayes at the November meeting.

Also, for those members attending our monthly meeting in October you will recall how one member
detailed a rather nasty incident when police visited him unannounced and were extremely pushy,
threatening and really had no idea what they were looking at when they confiscated dummy hand grenades
and replica firearms.

This evoked many member’s support and outrage. Here is an example and only a small piece of one item of
correspondence received.

“I was most disturbed to hear what is happening to one of our members when Police deliberately and
knowingly breached conditions of the Firearms Act and as a result they have laid serious charges. While
this may well be the actions of rogue, arrogant and ignorant Policemen, their actions have obviously
been condoned and supported by the Police hierarchy…”

Your club has been in constant contact with the member concerned and it would appear that things have
settled down significantly and common sense has prevailed somewhat. Why the police actually suddenly
turned up is another matter. Consequently, what this has done is brought home to us that we need a
document for members that explains their rights and details what actions to take in certain circumstances.
With this in mind, Mark Costello has initiated dialogue with a lawyer. More to come…

SCAM ALERT
RSL Tasmania State Branch has been made aware of a current telephone SCAM where the caller identifies
themselves as the 'RSL' and then proceed to ask for donations to the 'Veterans Appeal'. This is a total
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Welcome to New Members
The WAA&AS Committee extends a warm welcome to the

following members who have recently joined our ranks

JASON LETTE GREG HEERY

MARK WERREN WAYNE MERRY

SCAM as there is no 'Veterans Appeal'. Please be very wary of receiving this type of call and hang up
immediately. One of the telephone numbers the SCAMMERS use is 03-8373 8613.

Please note that your letter of authority to transport firearms on your Collectors’ Licence to club sanctioned
events ends after this December meeting. Please let me know if you wish to be added to the 2020 letter of
authority (if not already included) by the end of December this year (full name and Collectors Licence
number) at which time I will be applying to WA Police Firearms Licencing for a new authority. Hopefully we
will have it to hand for our February meeting.

Our Annual Function/Dinner has been confirmed and will be held at our RSL club rooms on Saturday 18th

January 2020 - 5:30pm pre-drinks for 6:30pm dinner. One of our members Mark Bradley is a professional
entertainer and will be playing music in the background and after dinner for those wishing to kick up their
heels and dance the night away. Mark is very used to playing to the older generation, in particular the
music they grew up with but don’t get fooled, he is also right up to date with the current stuff as well.
Something different to the normal and hopefully a few extra members will be enticed to come along.

Finally, we have an EFTPOS machine for the club so we will be able to process transactions for anyone
wanting to pay membership fees or for purchases of club merchandise via a credit/debit card.

Not forgetting our monthly letters for the “Show and Tell” next year they will be as follows:

February: “A”: Ammunition, Afghanistan, Arms,
Armistice, Aircraft, Armour, Armourer, Arisaka,
Amphibious, Ambulance, Air Force, Arsenal,
Altimeter, Attack, Acoustic, Agent, Action, Aerial,
American, Antenna, Aviation, Ash tray, Anti-tank,
Australian and AIF.

And “B”: Bayonet, Badges, Big Game, Button, Bullet,
Bow, Belt, Bandolier, Bear, Binocular, Bottle, Buckle,
Brass, Barrel, Bolt, BSA, Bowie, Britain, Brunswick,
Brown Bess, Ballistic, Balloon, Barricade, Battery,
Billet, Biological, Blast, Boat, Bomb, Booby Trap.

March will be “C”: Cadet, Cleaning, Calendar, Cross,
Cap, Calliper, Clip, Canada, Cup, Clasp, Cannon,
Compass, Cavalry, China, Colt, Combat, Commando,
Conversion, Certificate, Comet, Cache, Camera,
Camouflage, Campaign, Capsule, Carrier, Case, Chain,
Chart, Corps.

And “D”: Dagger, Drill, Drum, Decapper, Dirk,
Derringer, Dunkirk, Double barrel, Duelling, Dutch,
Deactivated, Disposal, Doctor, D-Day, Dead,
Deception, Disarm, Detonate, Dummy, Duty.

Members of course can bring along whatever they
wish, the letters as such are as usual just to stimulate a thought process.

Kind regards

From your committee of
management,

I wish you and you families
a merry and safe Christmas
and a happy New Year.

Kind regards
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Coming Events

EDITORS NOTES
I can now say that the campaign season of Swapmeets and the Annual Fair is
over for another year, and what a good year it was for the Society, with good
numbers through the doors and record table sales. I know that the President
will give more in his report so I won’t go on too much, but the November
Swap meet seemed well attended and I think the sellers will not be unhappy
for this time of year. We also seemed to have a more diverse demographic as
I looked through the hall, seems the old newspaper ads are dead, long live
Facebook!!! Now also to those that as usual setup, manned and pulled down
the last swap meet, a Very Hearty Thanks for your help and those over the rest of the year as well, your
hard work makes them the success they are.

We still need a Vice President for the Committee, so if you think you have the “Vice” for the job, then let
our President Geoff know and we will be happy to give you a try. It’s a good way to see how the Society
runs, so smoothly, and your input can help run it into the future. Please think about it; we meet on the last
Wednesday of the month.

We were hoping to have a 3 way shoot this year, I know I kept plugging it, but the shooting gods [religious
deities] were against us. We couldn’t pin down a date from the range that gave us time to advertise it in
our magazine/flyers, to see numbers wanting to participate. Still we hope to do better next year and smite
the gods [religious deities] by getting it sorted earlier, so we can go and have a BANG.

As usual, to end with a request from our Guest Speaker organizer Lindsay, he is working on the list for 2020
[where did 2019 go?] and has the first months sorted and a few later in the year. So if you have a topic you
would like to talk on, then please contact Lindsay Smith at: smithlindsay@bigpond.com and get your name
down.

Until next Year, have a Very Merry Christmas [unless driving] and a Very Happy Collecting New Year.

William

4th December: Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Roger Higgins –
Confederate Armaments [2nd part to his July talk].

1st January: No meeting this month, enjoy your New Year until the dinner.

18th January: Annual dinner at the Cannington RSL, 5:30pm pre-drinks for 6:30pm dinner. Entertainment
by one of our Society members. Cost to non-members is $25.

5th February: Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Gus Gintzburger – The
Libyan Conflict: the fall of Muammar Gaddafi and after.

4th March: Society AGM and meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:00pm [NOTE EARLIER TIME]. Guest
speaker: Gus Gintzburger – The Syrian Conflict: A regional nightmare.

1st April: Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Graham Donley: Voluntary
Enlistment Ballot Scheme of 1918.

5th April: Militaria Swap Meet, Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, 9:00am to 1:00pm.

6th May: Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Gus Gintzburger – French
military support to Lawrence of Arabia.

[Note: speakers are arranged for the year but may be subject to change, if you wish to do a
monthly talk, contact Lindsay at: smithlindsay@bigpond.com].
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GUEST SPEAKER – SEPTEMBER 2019
GEOFF CROWHURST – RAID ON ST. NAZAIRE 1942

Part two: Now we have to back-track a bit as that was the Campbelltown and its forces, but what happened
to the rest of them? Well as the perimeter collapsed, Newman collected all his troops and brought them
back across the Old Entrance bridge to an area near the Old Mole, where they would wait for the motor
launches to come back in and pick them up. When they got there, they saw the entire area in front,
covered in burning petrol and from where they were standing, they could see six motor launches burning
and sinking. There were guys in the water burning to death, there were guys desperately trying to swim to
shore, and because the tide had turned, there was quite a heavy flow running back out to sea, with guys
being carried out and drowning. They looked there and thought the plan hadn’t gone quite according to
schedule.

So, what happened? The outer column of Motor
launches first headed for the Old entrance, from
there, they were hit with fire from the submarine
pens, the ships in the harbour and AA guns across
the Loire. The first boat, ML177 landed its troops,
then he picked up the wounded and the crew from
the Campbelltown, came back out, turned around
and shot off back to Blighty.

The rest of the boats in the convoy didn’t even make
it to the landing zone, they were all blown to bits,
shot to pieces one after the other. I called this area
the 43 x guns as the area where they were to wait
had 43 AA guns that could fire into the area. Guns of
20, 37 & 40mm, all quick firing stuff, and remember
these boats only had plywood hulls so if they were
hit it was going to go badly, which it did.

The inner column was under fire from two pill boxes on the Old Mole and none were able to land. When
the last boat in that convoy, which had Savage on it, rocked up, he put the pillbox closest to the shore out
of action, with a prolonged burst that went right through the gun slit. Then their boat was hit and what was
left of the column was so badly damaged, no one really hung around and the ones that couldn’t fight any
longer started to limp back to England. Of the four Gun boats, two were sunk and the other two went
further up the Loire, cruised around for a bit, then came back, but when they saw what was going on, they
ran the gauntlet and kept going. Things were not looking too good for the commandos sitting at the waiting
area, thinking what do we do now?

At the Old entrance which, when I was there, was being
worked on [inside a coffer dam], the stairs were where
they were landing. As you can see it was all quite open
and they were taking fire from basically everywhere. In
the Inner Basin, they had German ships tied up and the
crews were firing their weapons and Mg’s into this area
as well. MTB 74 with torpedo tubes in the bow, came in
last of all. It didn’t need to land as there were no
commandos on board, so it roared in and fired off both
torpedos.

The torpedoes weren’t point detonated but timed to
blow up at about 6pm that day. They fired both
torpedoes and hit where the X’s are in the photo (above
right) and sank at the lock gates. They then turned
around to cruise back to England, but they didn’t make it.
The Old Mole as it looks today, as you can see it looks
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quite inoffensive. It was a high tide when they landed, so the water level was halfway up, and there were
two pill boxes firing down on top of them. The inner one was put out of action twice, once by Lt. Watson

who landed, stood about ⅓ of the way from the shore and emptied a magazine of Thompson rounds into

the slit, which stopped them firing, but as he was reaching into his pack to get a another grenade,
when another officer ran past and yelled “Watson, stop messing about and get on with your dammed
job”, Watson said “Ok” and took off. An action he later regretted because the Germans re-manned the pill
box and continued firing. This photo shows the Old Mole at the time of the raid and like I have said, Savage
also took it out but they couldn’t land their troops and so whipped off.

Of all the commandos that landed at the Old entrance and Old Mole, pretty much only one boat load
landed at either of them, which didn’t make much difference in the end.

Of the U-boat pens, which I also went into and were
fairly cool, the six on the right were still being built and
on top of the others was an AA gun which was firing
down into the clear area across the basin where the
commandos had been waiting earlier and causing
some havoc. Company Sgt. Major Haines had a 2-inch
mortar with him, which he set up somewhere near the
truck, and started dropping bombs on them and got a
couple of close hits, then he landed one right on the
breach block and destroyed the gun and killed the
crew. He fired off the rest of his bombs and then
threw the mortar into the basin.

So, what have we got? Montgomery had said all the
demolitions around the pump house and winding
stations were set satisfactorily. He came back and
reported to Newman. Newman gathered his troops
[orange circle], about 80 non wounded plus about
another 20 who were wounded, and he said “boys,
we’re not going home [obviously] by the Navy
[because the navy’s been shot to bits], so
we’re going to make a run for it. Once you
get through the Old town and into the New
town of St. Nazaire, push off and then it’s
everyman for himself”. So, in a big blob they
started running off through the dock’s
warehouses. It seemed that every corner
they came to a German naval patrol was
shooting at them, so they ended up taking a
circuitous route [orange line]. They were
being shot at by a couple of the ships in the
dock, including one that was keeping track
of them, moving down shooting at them.

When they got to the turn, they paused as they had to cross the bridges [new entrance]. These bridges
were supposed to have been blown up but luckily for them the commandos hadn’t been able to land, so
the bridges were still intact. Newman said, “OK lads, we’re going to burst across here and just keep going”.

So, in a big blob of about 80 men, of which 40 were wounded, they took off and charged the inner lifting
bridge. There was a pill box on the other side, and as they made to cross the bridge, they were swept with
fire from the basin, and lost another 20 men. It was a bottleneck when they got to the bridge, so they
formed a column and ran across yelling and shooting. They didn’t sustain any casualties on the bridge,
oddly enough, because if any of you have fired at this time of night, you tend to fire high and the iron
girders gave them some protection with bullets bouncing off them. As they came across, they chucked a
grenade into the pill box and blew it up. As they had crossed the bridge and were running off toward the
new town, thinking they might make it, they looked up the road and saw a German 8-wheeler armoured
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car coming down with a Company of Infantry. Just one look at these guys and you could tell they were
infantry, up until now they had been fighting navy and naval crews of the ships and garrison. These guys
were actual army, who knew what they were doing.

The commandos were tired, wounded and out of ammunition. When they got part-way into the new town
[three orange arrows on the movements map], Newman told them to scatter. Remember those three
streets earlier that I had said were important, these were them and they bolted down them and hid in St.
Nazaire town.

The Germans spent the next day rounding them up
and took them to a large building, I haven’t found
out which, but it housed all of them. They were
sitting around and being questioned one at a time.
The Campbelltown’s fuses were set to go off at nine
o’clock. But nine o’clock came and went, and nothing
happened, ten o’clock came and went, and still
nothing happened. The questioning by German
officers continued.

It was crowded on the Campbelltown, with up to a
couple of hundred German soldiers, sailors, officers
and officers’ mistresses looking and souveniring.

A survey unit had been on earlier and surveyed the
wreck but did not detect the charges and left. Their
report said there was enough damage for the dock
to be out of action for at least 12 months. At
10:30am, the charges still hadn’t gone off, and
Commander Beattie was taken into a room and
seated in front of a very polite German Naval officer
who said in perfect English, “What were you guys
thinking, that was not going to work. You needed
something much more effective than just ramming
the caisson, to actually do any damage to it”. No
sooner than had he said those words, then Kaboom!
up they went.

The explosion was so big that the front half of, to just
below the bridge of Campbelltown disappeared, the
lock gate was shattered, and what was left of
Campbelltown, even though it was sunk at the stern,
was pushed into the dock by the inrush of water. The commandos had already blown holes in the inner
gates with explosives over the side, so the devastation was extreme. They apparently found bits of souvenir
hunters on the roof of the U-boat pens, 400 metres away. So basically, that was it.

Of the Operation Chariot force, 18 motor launches went in, 15 were sunk and 3 were scuttled. The
Campbelltown was blown to bits. Of the 611 (all ranks) there were 169 casualties (KIA), not counting the
wounded. 105 Royal Navy, who took the brunt, and 64 Commandos. Five Commandos managed to escape
via Spain and returned to England. The rest were captured.

To recognise their bravery, 89 members of the raiding party were awarded decorations, including five
Victoria Crosses. One each to Beattie, Ryder and Newman as the Force Commanders. The first of two
posthumous awards went to Able Seaman William Savage as the Navy representative. As his gunboat was
leaving the area, they were fired on by a shore battery, he returned as much fire as he could and just as
they got out of range, pretty much the last shots fired by the Germans, hit him in the chest and killed him.
The second was awarded to Sgt. Tom Durrant, as the representative of the Army Commandos. Durrant was
on one of the motor launches intercepted by some German Raubvogel-class torpedo boats, which the
Campbelltown had been disguised to look like.
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SPEED CONTROL
How's this for effective speed control
being used in Canada?

I don't know about you, but this would
certainly slow me down! People slow
down and actually try to "straddle" the
“hole”.

This is an actual speed control device
that is currently in use. MUCH cheaper
than speed bumps, cameras, radar guns,
police officers, etc.

Pretty clever -- especially when they
move them around every day

They had a running battle which lasted about 30 minutes. Each time the Germans called on the British guys
to surrender, they were greeted by return fire. It was all Durrant, even though he was an Army guy, he
manned one of the twin Vickers guns on the bridge wing and just kept firing, kept firing, kept firing, until he
passed out from loss of blood from 17 bullet wounds and died shortly afterwards. When they docked, the
commander of the German ML sought Commander Ryder and said, “I don’t know who that guy was on that
boat, but he deserves your VC”, so Durrant was awarded the VC because of the German Commanders
recommendation.

As for the dock, it was out of action for the rest of the war and wasn’t repaired until 1946. Now the two
torpedos that the MTB 74 fired into the Old entrance exploded two days later, there was something wrong
with the British fuses that day.

They damaged the lock gates at the Old entrance, and what that did was turn the inner basin tidal, so the U-
boats couldn’t use the U-boat pens until gates were repaired, which took weeks.

As a result of this raid, Tirpitz remained up in Norway’s fjords for the rest of the war and never came out to
go into the Atlantic.

Lt Cdr Beattie Lt Col Newman Cdr Ryder

Sgt. Durrant Able Seaman Savage

Operation Chariot Memorial
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GUEST SPEAKER - OCTOBER - LES EMERY
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA – THE LIFE, THE LEGEND

The Early Years: The 1962 film Lawrence of
Arabia created a myth about a man that is still not
totally unravelled eighty-four years after his
death. Whilst there is no denying that this iconic
film remains one of the classic action movies of all
time, it continued to distort some of the facts
about the man himself. The first of these was that
the producer cast a lanky 6’ 2”, blonde-haired,
blue-eyed Peter O’Toole as Lawrence, when in
fact Lawrence was barely 5’ 5” tall, stocky and not
so fair, with a pronounced jaw.

The one thing that O’Toole did manage to capture was a very complex and
tortured man, someone who didn’t fit into any conventional mould.
Lawrence was a mass of contradictions and spent his whole life attempting
to mystify and confuse, in fact his name was not even Lawrence, but was
Thomas Edward “Ned” Chapman. He was born in Wales on 16 August 1888,
the illegitimate son of an Anglo-Irish baronet, Sir Thomas Chapman and the
governess to Chapman’s other children, Sarah Junner. Chapman eloped
with Sarah and for the rest of their lives lived under the name Lawrence.

Suffering a very unhappy childhood, which included a lot of physical
punishment, Lawrence ran away from home at the age of 17 and
attempted to join the army, however he was discovered and taken back
home. He returned to his education and completed reading history at
Oxford University, graduating in 1910. He immediately took up an
assignment as an archaeologist for the British Museum, working on ancient
sites at Carchemish which today straddles the Syrian-Turkish border. It was
during this time that Lawrence gained a love for the Arab culture and
people, as well as quickly becoming fluent in Arabic.

Lawrence Goes to War: At the outbreak of WWI, Lawrence was identified by
the British Government as being very useful to the cause in the Middle East,
because of his knowledge of the region and his language skills. He was
commissioned as Lieutenant Lawrence and arrived in Cairo on December
15th, 1914 joining the Cairo Intelligence Department, under General Gilbert
Clayton. His role was to assist in the collection and dissemination of
intelligence about Arab regions of the Middle East, including daily reports
and maps. The situation during 1915 was very complex, there was a growing
Arab nationalist movement however many Arabs were also serving in the
Ottoman armed forces. The British were negotiating with various Arab
leaders to assist in the uprisings against the Ottomans. Such an uprising
would be very helpful to Britain as it would secure control of the strategic
Suez Canal. Because of his fluency in Arabic he was also required to
interrogate Turkish prisoners, to assist with intelligence gathering, relating
to army locations and strengths. It seems that this was something that
Lawrence enjoyed and may possibly have stemmed from his own tough
childhood, where punishment was the norm. There was however some
resistance to this by others, including the French who insisted that Syria was
a French colony and should not become an independent Arab state.



ISSUE 190 November/December 2019

~ 11 ~

The Arab Revolt: By June 1916 the uprising, which by now was officially
termed the Arab Revolt, was bogged down, with the real risk that Ottoman
forces would advance along the coast of the Red Sea and retake Mecca. In
October 1916, by then Captain Lawrence was assigned to Hejaz on an
intelligence gathering exercise and to assist in selecting which Arab leader
would best lead the revolt from thereon. It soon became obvious that Prince
Feisal (sometimes Faisal), one of the sons of Sharif Hussein would be the
best person for this and the British threw their support behind him, which in
turn gave him the support of the other Arab leaders. This was also the start
of a friendship between Lawrence and Feisal, due to the respect that both
men had for each other. By late 1916 a British officer called Newcombe was
assigned to become Britain’s permanent member on Feisal’s staff, however
Feisal quickly had this decision overturned, requesting that Lawrence should
fill the role. Lawrence remained in that role until the fall of Damascus in
October 1918 and would later write that it was the most rewarding time of
his life.

Lawrence in Action: Although Lawrence was responsible for strategy and
liaison he also participated personally in many engagements, between
January 1917 and September 1918. The most notable of these were the
Battle of Aqaba in July 1917 and the continual attacks on the Turkish
controlled Hejaz Railway, which ran from Medina to Damascus, and then on
to Constantinople (Istanbul) being the lifeline for the Turkish forces.

Lawrence led a unit of Arab irregulars, mostly camel mounted to use
guerrilla tactics on Turkish infrastructure, including railways, power and
telegraph installations. As stated by Lawrence himself “The guerrilla needs
to strike suddenly and quickly against an enemy then withdraw before
reinforcements can arrive. To win a war he must do this again and again”.
Lawrence and his comrades followed this edict perfectly, attacking the Turks
and quickly fading back into the desert. The actions by Lawrence’s
detachment on the Hejaz Railway are legendary as they became expert at
destroying rail and rolling stock. They perfected the use of explosive charges
on the rail destroying numerous troop and supply convoys. The wreckage of
some of these actions still remain in the desert and in the museum in
Amman, Jordan. There were numerous reports of atrocities being inflicted
on Turkish forces, causing the British hierarchy some concern, however
actions that would have been considered by Lawrence as being just, given
the atrocities that the people of the region had received under Ottoman
rule. In any event Lawrence could be seen as riding a tiger and the amount
of real discipline that he could maintain over his Arab contingent would
have been somewhat limited.

It was about this time Lawrence exchanged his British uniform for Arab
robes, complete with the curved knife or jambiya and became an
accomplished camel rider. His choice of personal weapon was quite varied
as he is known to have carried a number during his time.
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These included a .44 cal Smith & Wesson revolver, which

had been captured along with some $30,000 worth of

Turkish gold during a raid in 1916, and a .45 cal Colt 1911

pistol. In a scabbard on his camel he also carried a Lewis

Machine Gun, stripped from a British BE2 biplane fighter. A

number of these weapons remain in both private and

public collections, notably at the Imperial War Museum in

London, including a .303 cal Short Magazine Lee Enfield

(SMLE) rifle given to him by Prince Feisal as a token of

friendship. This rifle had been a gift from the Turks to Feisal

after being captured at Gallipoli, it was later presented to

King George V.

Although many of Lawrence’s items are held in museums
around the world, a number, including robes, a pair of his
desert sandals and his RAF cap have come up for auction in
recent years, all fetching very high prices as can well be
imagined. The desire to own something that belonged to a
20th century legend is very strong.

Battle of Aqaba and Capture: During his campaigns one
notable battle was that which led to the capture of the
Turkish controlled port of Aqaba, located on the Red Sea
and heavily defended. Lawrence avoided informing his
British superiors of his planned inland attack, due to the
concern that it would be blocked as contrary to French
interests. The expedition launched the surprise attack on
the Turkish rear and the port fell on 6th July 1917. The
commander-in-chief of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force,
General Sir Edmund Allenby commended Lawrence and
acknowledged that he held a powerful position as an
advisor to Feisal, which the British hoped to exploit, to gain
an advantage during post-war negotiations. In November of
that year Lawrence was on a recce mission near the town
of Dera’a, alone and in disguise, when captured by Turkish
forces. Although he was heavily beaten and - as later
recorded by Lawrence in his book Seven Pillars of Wisdom,
sexually assaulted, it seems that his captors didn’t actually
know who their prisoner was. He escaped and returned to
his detachment, to continue to wreak havoc against the
Turks.

The Fall of Damascus: Lawrence was involved in the build-
up to the capture of Damascus in the final weeks of the
war, but was not present at the city’s formal surrender,
much to his disappointment. He arrived several hours later,
being the third contingent to arrive after the Australian
Light Horse Brigade, led by Major A.C.N ‘Harry’ Olden, who
formally accepted the surrender of the Turkish forces
earlier that day.

Australian Connections: During his time in the Middle East,
Lawrence had a number of associations with Australians,
beginning with training in the use of the Lewis Machine
Gun. In September 1914, Charles Reginald Yells, a 24-year-
old labourer from Kapunda in South Australia enlisted in
the 9th Light Horse Regiment. A capable soldier, he was
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promoted to the rank of Temporary Sergeant at the Zeitoun Camp in Egypt by July 1915. In 1917 he was

assigned to ‘special duties’ in the ‘Red Sea Ports’ and found himself instructing Lawrence and his Arabs in the use
of the Lewis Gun.

At the same time a British NCO, Walter Brooke instructed them on the use of the Stokes 3-inch trench mortar,
which was also used to great effect against the Turks. The ability of these men greatly impressed Lawrence, so
much so that he offered both men a role with his Arab detachment. Yells joined Lawrence’s party as a Machine
Gun Sergeant and played an important part in many of the actions after that. Charles Yells survived the war and
died in 1981.

The other important Australian connection was with the
aviator Ross McPherson Smith (brother of aviator Keith Smith)
who was a pilot with No 1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps.
Smith, who piloted a Handley Page 0/400 heavy bomber, used
this to successfully bomb Turkish railways and
communications. Smith also piloted Lawrence on
reconnaissance missions and was subsequently killed in a
flying accident in 1922.

Post-War Years: During the final months of the war Lawrence
became increasingly disenchanted with the British and their
motives, they appeared to be stepping back from many
assurances that they had given the Feisal and other Arab
leaders regarding support for post-war Arab independence,
including those assurances made through Lawrence. This led to
him feeling very bitter as in later years he said that he felt that
he had deceived those who had become his brothers. Between
January and June 1919, he was attached to Feisal’s delegation
at the Paris Peace Conference, which resulted in him becoming
even more frustrated with the process and its effects on the
Arab people. He returned to England as a full Colonel and
refused to accept the award of a Victoria Cross and a
knighthood, he did however receive a Distinguished Service
Order and became a Companion of the Order of the Bath. He
remained with the Foreign Office, surviving an aircraft crash in
Italy in 1919.

Trying to remove himself from the limelight Lawrence enlisted in
the Royal Air Force in August 1922, under the assumed name of
John Hume Ross, but was removed from the RAF in 1923 when
his identity was discovered. He then enlisted in the Royal Tank
Corps however wanted to re-join the RAF and made efforts that
were finally rewarded with his appointment as an Aircraftsman
in 1925, under his new legal name of Thomas Edward Shaw. He
served until 1935, in several areas, including as a motorcycle
messenger and in air-sea rescue with the RAF’s Motor Craft
Section.

For his future civilian life, he purchased a small country cottage at Clouds Hill, near the village of Wareham in
Dorset, to pursue his main interests, being writing and riding his Brough Superior SS 100 motorcycle. It was
whilst riding this only two months after his discharge that he was killed. Although at the time there were
suspicions that he had committed suicide or had even been murdered, the coroner’s findings were accidental
death due to him coming over a hill at speed and swerving to avoid two boys on their bicycles. Thrown over the
handlebars, he died of head injuries six days later on 19th May 1935. He died as he lived – on the edge. He was
buried in the churchyard of St Nicholas church in Moreton, Dorset at a funeral that was attended by a number of
notable people including Winston Churchill and Lady Astor. His grave under the name of T.E Lawrence is still well
tended and receives regular floral tributes. His motorcycle received only slight damage and is displayed in the

Imperial War Museum in London.

Lawrence had captured so much media attention during WWI and his death was widely reported. Upon hearing

news of his death Winston Churchill said of Lawrence “I fear whatever our need, we shall never see his like again”
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NANNUP MILITARIA FAIR

Centenary of Nannup RSL sub-branch
By Stephen Dear

The Nannup Militaria Fair was held over the weekend of the 12th and 13th October 2019 and provided a
good excuse for WAAAS members to visit this pleasant country town. Members from regional towns such
as Busselton were spotted enjoying the show. In attendance were the Westralian Great War Living History
Association, Gary Hayes and his excellent firearm display, West Australia Military Heritage Society Inc. with
Lindsay Smith. It was Lindsay who, along with Nannup RSL member John Thompson, made this event
happen; as a commemoration of the centenary of the Nannup RSL subbranch. Entry was by gold coin
donation, and the RSL grounds were made available for camping and caravans on the Friday and Saturday
nights. A regular seller at our annual fair Mike Pavit had several tables of militaria for sale. Gus Gintzburger
also had a table promoting his excellent book on French rifles. Genealogy experts also had a display.

Through his WAMHS affiliation with the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia WA, Lindsay Smith was
able to get the new SSAA mobile air pistol shooting range to attend. This was a popular part of the
weekend, with all ages having a go; proudly taking their target home at the end of the day. On the Saturday
night a complimentary barbeque was held in the RSL hall, featuring local venison sausages. Overall it was a
most enjoyable and successful event.



ISSUE 190 November/December 2019

~ 15 ~

SHOP: 8 CLAPHAM St BECKENHAM WA 6107

POST: PO Box 388 GOSNELLS WA 6990

WEB: WWW.BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU

EMAIL: INFO@BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU

PH & FX: (08) 9258 4109

MOBILE: 0419 955 105

ABN: 130 685 6775 86

FDL: 993670

Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year

to all WAA&AS Members

from Barry, Darryl,

and all the staff at

Barry & Son Firearms

Military Collectables

MONDAY – CLOSED

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY – 8:30AM – 5PM

TRADING HOURS: SATURDAY – 8:30AM – 12NOON

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS – CLOSED

OR BY APPOINTMENT

MEMBER AND SUPPORTER OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.)
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Peter Doyle:

1 – West German snow
poncho camo. 2 – Assorted
water bottles and cups.

Kingsley Highet: : Reproduction Italian muzzle loading
percussion rifle in 45cal. For sale.

SHOW AND TELL – OCTOBER

Geoff Smith: Sparkbrook made Magazine Lee-Metford
MkI* rifle with 2x Patt. 1888 bayonets – Mk. II & Mk. II*

Gordon Dunwoodie:
1 - Box of 303 rounds dated 28th May 1945.
2 – Freemason ceremonial sword.

Mike Bell: WWI
Spotters telescope with
short tripod.

Gus Gintzburger: Traditional Bu-Saadia knife
form Algerian Kabyle tribes.

Stephen Dear: Hong Kong Police, pre 1969, Webley
Mk.IV revolver in 38 s&w cal.

Les Emery: 1 – Waterloo
battlefield relics plaque -
buckles, horseshoe and

buttons.
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SHOW AND TELL – NOVEMBER

Mike Bell: 1906 Artillery Manual, named to a Major, Officer
Commanding.

Graham Donley: Medallions presented by the Chief of
Army to visiting Officers from overseas forces, the
enamelled type for Senior Officers and the plain for
Officers

Stephen Dear: 1 – 1950’s Civil
Defence arm bands.

2 – WWI trench art ashtray with
coin in base.

Nick Bienkowski: A
British constabulary sword
from the pre-police force
days. Carried by a
Watchman in Honigham,
Norfolk, pre-1850. Sold by
Parker of Holborn, London.

Bob Wise: 1917 Kodak

folding camera.

William Gillingham: 1 – Remington R1 Advanced Commander pistol in 45acp.

2 – Ruger LCR revolver in 38spl.

3 – S&W Bodyguard pistol in 380auto, all new in boxes

Bruce Porter: General Officers Patt. 1831 Marmaluke
sword.
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Kim Pocklington: 1 – Set of
Handcuffs 1920’s? 2 – Knuckle
duster WWI?

William Gillingham: 1 – Belgian garter pistol in case, in
.22shot. 2 – James Beattie, Lang pattern transitional pistol,
1850’s in .44cal.

Mark Costello: Souvenir knife from the Middle East,
marked Olhovovo?

Rick Terpos: Trench art from a 1916 18 Pdr. shell,
in coal scuttle form.

Peter Doyle: 1 – VoPo East German P08 pistol and
holster. 2 – DDR NVA helmet, field cap, badge & sling.

Les Emery:

1 – US Mod. 1873
Springfield trapdoor rifle
in .45cal.

2 – British WWI Medal
trio with Military Medal,
to Corporal Donald
Whiteman 41283
Royal Field Artillery.
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NOVEMBER SWAPMEET

Geoff Smith: 1 – British
Patt. 1853 Cavalry sword
for Victorian Volunteers.

2 – British Patt. 1860
bayonet issued to South
Australia.

David: 1 – French Infantry
sword of 1915C.

2 – Very early Austrian, Telorar
5 rifle scope by Karl Kahles,
C1900.
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KNOW YOUR MEMBER
By Graham Donley

With current membership exceeding 500 and a

very sound financial position, it is difficult to recall

the early years of struggle for our Society.

In 1973 a small band of dedicated collectors

formed the Western Australia Arms and Armour

Society (later Incorporated). Meetings were held in

private homes; the Shaftesbury Hotel (no longer in

existence); North Perth State School and a number

of temporary “homes” in buildings that were listed

for demolition to make way for the Freeway

Tunnel; Swanbourne Rifle Range; The RAAF

Association in Bullcreek, and from July 2005, our

current home in the Canning/Victoria Park RSL

which is located in Cannington.

Membership was around the 30 to 35 mark for

some years and financially we were living on a

hand to mouth existence. Our financial position was resolved by our Annual Militaria Fairs, first held at the

Dianella Scout Hall on September 17th 1989 and followed by our Militaria Swap Meets, the first of these

being held on 9th May 1999 in the Leederville Town Hall.

The Society continued to live and grow due to the passion, dedication and hard work of a number of

members over the years. Some of these were rewarded by being awarded the honour of Life Membership

and many others have continued to contribute to maintaining our strong and flourishing Society.

As it is seen that the contribution of many of the pioneers and contributors to our continued existence are

little known, we will be conducting a series of articles in coming magazines to bring to light some

information on those who have contributed so well over the years.

We will commence the series by acknowledging those who have been awarded Life Membership then to

others who have contributed significantly to our continuity and growth.

Life Members

• 1992 Ben Selentin

• 1997 Malcolm Higham

• 2001 Malcolm Stevenson (Dec.)

• 2002 George Goldie

• 2002 Bill Longworth

• 2008 Geoff Smith

• 2010 Barry Lathwell

• 2015 Tony Bysterveld Snr.

Honorary members

There are also four people who have been made Honorary Members in recognition of the work that they

have done for the Society, namely in 2007, Mrs Lorraine Smith and Mrs Stella Brandis, in 2008 Mrs Irene

Collins, and in 2017 Mrs Karin Crowhurst.

One of the earliest meetings of the new Society,

L to R: Malcolm Stevenson (dec) and his son, Dr Les Little

(dec) and his daughter, Ben Selentin, Leo laden (dec), Frank

Maher (dec), Cadet (unknown), Alec Brims.



THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.)

~ 22 ~

A CHRONICLE OF THE FRENCH SERVICE BOLT-

ACTION RIFLES (1866 – 1978)

One hundred and sixty two pages abundantly illustrated with
colour photos and illustrations, it covers the Chassepot, Gras,
Lebel, Berthier, and MAS 36 rifles and variants, with their
development, description and technical specifications, the
detailed army munitions evolution and ballistics, and the
grenade launcher adaptations, all placed in an historical,
political and industrial context. It also includes the reloading
data and shooting tests for the Lebel, Berthier and MAS 36.

A short bibliography, internet links, glossary and an index will
assist you in your research.

$85 / copy + postage and handling

One copy discounted for WAA&A Soc. members

Book will be available for sale at the

WAA&AS monthly meetings

Order from Gus: Mas361945@gmail.com

ISBN: 978-0-646-80596-2

September 2019
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THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING

To help fund our Newsletter, we welcome your buy
and sell advertisements. The charges are as follows:

3 lines $5.00 per issue

Business Card $5.00 per issue

¼ page $15.00 per issue

½ page $25.00 per issue

Full page $50.00 per issue

Advertisements must be received three weeks prior
to date of issue Send your advertisement, together

with payment (cheque or money order) to:

The Treasurer, WA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY,
PO Box 5070, CANNING VALE SOUTH WA 6155

Club Cap $15

Club Patch $10

Club Pen $3

Club Vest $35

Club Polo Shirt $15

With pocket $20

To order: contact Treasurer Lorraine Smith

Mob: 0409 354 441

or email info@waarmsandarmour.com.au
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SHOP: 8 CLAPHAM St BECKENHAM WA 6107

POST: PO Box 388 GOSNELLS WA 6990

WEB: WWW.BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU

EMAIL: INFO@BARRYSFIREARMS.COM.AU

PH & FX: (08) 9258 4109

MOBILE: 0419 955 105

ABN: 130 685 6775 86

FDL: 993670

PISTOLS & REVOLVERS

RENDERED FIREARMS

NO LICENSE REQUIRED

MILITARY RIFLES

MANY TO CHOOSE FROM

REPLICA FIREARMS

NAKED ARMY FIGURES

FULL RANGE OF SKENNERTON

& KRAUSE BOOKS
MONDAY – CLOSED

TUESDAY TO FRIDAY – 8:30AM – 5PM

TRADING HOURS: SATURDAY – 8:30AM – 12 NOON

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS – CLOSED

OR BY APPOINTMENT

MEMBER AND SUPPORTER OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.)


