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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433 (Message machine—Please speak clearly)  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th December 2020   
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then…) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
No meetings in 2020 

 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

             They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. Call at 8.30am 
 

 

     



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
Welcome Members, 
As Victoria moves through what has been 
called the second wave of Covid-19 I hope 
everyone is doing as well as can be ex-
pected. There is hope we can get on top of 
things by the end of the year thus giving us 
a relatively normal Christmas. I for one am 
having withdrawal symptoms from not 
going to a gun show for so long. 
  
For those living in Ballarat we have a 
Council election coming up in October. 
With a number of Greens backed candi-
dates and even an Animal Justice Party 
backed candidate I urge everyone to take 
the time to research your vote. We need to 
ensure we don’t have these known anti’s 
running our local government. Imagine 
what would happen to our Militaria Fair if 
these people were to hold the balance of 
power.         
 
In my previous report I touched on the 
Remington Arms Company bankruptcy. In 
a somewhat fortuitous turn of events Sturm 
Ruger has placed an offer on Marlin Fire-
arms which was acquired by Remington in 
2007. This offer has been accepted and is 
expected to be complete sometime in Oc-
tober. This is tremendous news for the 
Marlin brand however Remington is still 
hoping for a lifeline. 
 
In what once again can only be described 
as a direct attack on licenced gun owners, 
the Victorian Government has twisted leg-
islation to enable them to cancel licences 
and confiscate firearms.  
Under the flimsy pretence of being a fit 
and proper person, anyone breaching 
Covid-19 restrictions is deemed not be so 
and subsequently loses their licence and 
firearms.  
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not supporting 
the breaching of any law or regulation 
however this comes across as a deliberate 
misinterpretation of the clause in licencing. 
This is the reason we need to be vigilant 
with any changes to any firearms legisla-

tion, because politicians will always find a 
way to reinterpret words to suit their own 
agenda.  
Luckily to date the SFFP, the NSC, FOU 
and the Shooters Union are assisting any-
one who falls foul of this injustice. 
   
In closing, we are still unable to conduct 
Society membership meetings and may not 
for the remainder of the year. In the ab-
sence of meetings, any important infor-
mation will be conveyed to members via 
our website or through social media.  
Stay safe and in the not too distant future 
we can all catch up at a meeting or show 
 

Yours in collecting   

Andrew Day. 

 
 
Editorial 
Hi all. 
Little is happening, but a couple of 
PTA’s have tricked through, so there 
must be life out there. 
 
There will be changes to the Commit-
tee shortly.  A couple of members have 
been co-opted on. Good time to get to 
know what is wanted in these quiet 
times. 
It is likely that the first formal meeting, 
flagged for March, will also ratify the  
financial report for 2019-20.  We will 
need at least 23 members present to do 
that.  It is a requirement of our consti-
tution that his be done in this way.  Not 
a large part of the meeting will be thus 
spent, which will allow for some 
COVID normal interaction, we hope. 
 
The Society will need a new (slightly 
used will do) Secretary as or the 2021 
AGM, because after 30 + years  I need 



 

a break. 
You may post your CV’s or email them 
to the Society.  I have put aside a large 
box to sort them in. 
 
Any person game to take on this task, 
will do so and become the main contact 
point for all Society matters.  That per-
son will also be able to contact me for 
assistance for at least the following 12 
months. 
A lot of the systems, work well and just 
need minor tweets to keep up to date.  
The person will also need computer 
skills and initiative. 
 
Memberships are mostly electronic 
transfers.  The Fair is likewise, semi-
auto. Both need records to be kept. 
I suppose  2-3 hours a week should 
cover the week to week task.   
The exceptions are, the renewal period 
and, the Fair. When 10-12 hours over a 
week or two, is needed.  You, being 
aware of this, should be able to plan 
ahead.  Seriously, I am NOT irreplace-
able. Have a go. (please) 
 
Those members who passed or re-
signed last year, have nearly been re-
placed by newcomers, this year.   
 
This despite COVID. 
 
The website is updated about twice a 
week with something.  Check the 
Events page and Member’s page. 
 
Finally, I have booked the date for the 
July 2021 Fair.  Call me a cockeyed 
optimist 
 
Ed 
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                     The Gyrojet Mk11 

In 1960 Robert Mainhardt a nuclear weapons researcher and Art Biehl a noted 
arms designer joined forces to form M B Associates, with an eye to rocket-firearms de-
signs. Figuring the best place to start would be the projectile, they did just that. Original-
ly developed in a .51 caliber, the cartridges were essentially self-contained self-propelled 
rockets. Also known as micro jets, the propellant used was a double-based nitrocellulose 
compound. This was chosen for its stable properties, it will not explode it just burns. 
Initially chambered in the .51 calibre, the introduction of legislation in 1968 limiting the 
calibre of civilian owned “destructive devices” required a rethink. MBA then shifted to 
the .49 projectile creating the Gyrojet MK II. Due to the initial low velocity of the pro-
jectiles rifling of the barrels was pointless. To create the “spin” required for stabilisation 
each micro jet had angled ports in its base. As the entire round was fired there was no 
spent case, therefore there was no requirement for an ejector port or associated mecha-
nism.  

Loading of the pistol dubbed the “Rocketeer” was accomplished by sliding 

back the cover and poking the rounds into the integral grip-magazine. With no feed lips 

the rounds were held in place by the cover. For the unwary this could cause the entire 

magazine contents to fly out if thumb pressure was too relaxed. This was also prone to 

occur when opening the cover with rounds in the magazine. Without a traditional slide, 

the weapon was cocked by pivoting a lever above the trigger allowing a round to cham-

ber. The lever sprang back when the trigger was pulled hitting the projectile on the nose, 

driving it rearward into the fixed firing pin. As the round left the chamber, it pushed the 

lever forward again to recock it with another round moving into chamber.  



 

 

 

 

Unfortunately the theory didn’t translate to practice as well as was hoped. The 
majority of the problems came from the rocket projectiles rather than the weapon itself. 
The cost of ammunition was understandably prohibitive compared to conventional am-
munition. Misfires and malfunctions were also altogether too frequent. At short range 
projectile velocity was measured similar to a 22 short. To cap it off at a range where the 
projectile velocity was comparative to a 45 auto, the accuracy was woeful to say the 
least. With this in mind it is not surprising that only 1000 units are believed to have been 
produced in entirety. There is some evidence to prove use of the Gyrojet in the Vietnam 
War, however these appear to be personally owned weapons not military issue. A hand-
ful of Gyrojet weapons allegedly saw combat in Southeast Asia with the U.S. military’s 
secretive Studies and Observation Group, a cover name for a group of highly trained 
commandos that carried out top-secret missions behind enemy lines. 

It’s important to think of the Gyrojet not as a gun that shot rockets but rather a 

rocket launcher that looked like a gun. There was even a test variant that fired 12 projec-

tiles at once. Although not a roaring success, it deserved its place in the history of small 

arms as one of the very rare attempts to make unconventional combat weapons that 

worked, even only to some extent. With poor civilian sales and no military interest MBA 

ceased operations in 1969. 

As a collectable the Gyrojet is highly sought after both in 

the carbine and the pistol. In September 2015 a box of 24 

rockets sold at an online auction for $3738.00.  

In 2014 a Gyrojet Mk I sold for $6325.00. A fascinating 

concept that didn’t quite hit the mark, one could only won-

der if with current technology the theory should be revisit-

ed. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NZAR ID A36 ARISAKA RIFLES IN BRITISH 
SERVICE 
Grant Sherriff fsc. NZSG E-Network 24 October 2006 
 
After war was declared in August 1914, Great Britain faced severe shortages of all mili-
tary equipment, including rifles. This led to enquiries in an effort to locate additional 
sources of firearms wherever they could be found. 
 
During the First World War Japan, allied to the British, was looked to as a potential 
source for suitable rifles that could be supplied immediately from existing stocks. 
From late l9l4 some 150,000 Type 30 and Type 38 Arisaka rifles and carbines were 
purchased for service use by the British forces. The Type 30 was the early 6.5 Arisaka 
with sights regulated for the original round nose cartridge, while the Type 38, Pattern 
1907, was an updated rifle modified for the new spitzer round, and remained the stand-
ard 6.5 mm rifle used by the Japanese forces until 1945. 
 
British Government records for the purchase are unfortunately non-existent, and the 
exact number of Arisaka rifles and carbines actually purchased is also unknown, figures 
quoted vary from 130,000 to150,000 in total. 
 
The firearms were supplied by a Japanese private company named Taihei Kimiai, who 
acted as an arms broker for the Japanese Government. The company was still active up 
to World War two, but it and its records were destroyed during the war. 
As the Arisaka Rifles and Carbines were issued from existing military stocks, each rifle 
was stamped with a "sale" mark by the inspecting arsenal. This mark consisted of the 
three stacked cannon ball logo of the Tokyo Artillery arsenal and was stamped into the 
centre of the existing Imperial chrysanthemum which indicated the rifles were no longer 
Imperial property. 
 
Along with the rifles and carbines Japan also supplied the appropriate bayonet, which in 
length and design was almost identical to the 1907 SMLE bayonet. Also supplied for 
each firearm was a complete set of Japanese leather equipment, i.e. belt, frog ammo 
pouches etc. 
It is also interesting to note that the magazine depressor intended for the P14, was modi-
fied soon after it was introduced so the same depressor could be used in either the Arisa-
ka or P14 magazine for drill purposes etc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Image: is a Type 38 (Pattern 1907) . 
 
The Arisaka was officially noted in list of changes No. 17213 0n24th Feb l915 as, Rifle 
Magazine .256 inch. Pattern 1900. Pattern 1907. 
Arisaka rifles were issued to various Reservists and Territorial units based in England, 
and to the Royal Navy. Late in 1914 the Royal Navy were requested to hand in all their 



 

SMLE rifles for use at the front, to be replaced with the Arisaka, which became the 
standard issue rifle for the Marines etc. 
 
During 1915, as increasing supplies of the SMLE became available, Arisaka rifles were 
gradually withdrawn from service. By the end of 1915 the Arisaka rifles supplied to the 
Royal Navy were replaced with surplus Ross .303 rifles. The Ross though a failure when 
used in trench conditions would have been quite suitable for service use if used in the 
less demanding environment of the Navy. 
 
By early 1916, the British Government therefore had in store large numbers of Arisaka's 
surplus to requirements. Some of the Arisaka rifles were issued to irregular forces over-
seas, and a number were supplied to the Arab forces fighting under T.E. Lawrence in the 
Middle East. 
 
The major recipient of these rifles was however Imperial Russia. Russia, earlier in the 
war had already purchased large quantities of Arisaka rifles from Japan. In support 
of the Russian War effort, from 1916 onwards the British shipped around 120,000 Arisa-
ka rifles, carbines and millions of rounds of ammunition to Imperial Russia, the succeed-
ingl9l7 Provisional Government, and later anti Bolshevik forces. 
 
After the new Soviet Government gained power in the early 1920's the Arisaka rifles 
once again become surplus this time by the Russians. Some were passed onto Chinese 
interests, and it is reported that in 1925 the Japanese Government expressed concern to 
the British Government where Arisaka rifles supplied to the British in l9l4 were turning 
up in China and being used against the Japanese themselves by the Chinese forces they 
were fighting. 
 
The last reported issue of these rifles was in 1936 during the Spanish Civil war when 
Russia shipped quantities of Arisaka rifles along with ammunition to the Republican 
Forces. It must be remembered that although Germany and Italy supported the National-
ist (Franco) side, Russia was a major player in supporting the Republican forces. 
The 6.5 m/m Arisaka cartridge was known in British service as the *.256 inch Ball," 
Mark 1 and Mark11. 
 
The Mark one was loaded with the updated 139 grain spitzer projectile, the Mark 11 was 
loaded with the earlier 160 grain round nose projectile. From 1916 huge quantities 
of .256 ammunition was manufactured by both Kynoch, and the Royal Laboratory at 
Woolwich, on order from the British 
Government for dispatch to Russia. Also, various British manufacturers produced the 
appropriate Arisaka pattern charges, or stripper clips. 
At the request of Russia, most of this ammunition was in the Mark 11 loading with the 
round nose projectile. 
 
As the bulk of the British manufactured ammunition and charges were dispatched to 
Russia, existing examples of either are now very rare. 
 

Reference, British Secondary Small Arms A.O. Edwards, Internet, British LOC etc. 



 

A man and woman were married for many years.  Whenever there was a con-
frontation, yelling could be heard deep into the night.              
 
The old man would shout, "When I die, I will dig my way up and out of the grave 
and come back and haunt you for the rest of your life!" 
 
Neighbours feared him.  The old man liked the fact that he was feared.  Then 
one evening he died when he was 98.  
 
After the burial, her neighbours, concerned for her, asked, "Aren't you afraid that 
he may indeed be able to dig his way out of the grave and haunt you for the 
rest of your life?"    
 
The wife said, "Let him dig. I had him buried upside down and I know he won't 
ask for directions." 

 
 
Students in an advanced Biology class were taking their mid-term exam. 
The last question was, 'Name seven advantages of Mother's 
Milk.'              
The question was worth 70 points or none at all.   
One student was hard-put to think of 7 advantages.  
He wrote: 
1   It is perfect formula for the child. 
2)  It provides immunity against several diseases. 
3)  It is always the right temperature. 
4)  It is inexpensive. 
5)  It bonds the child to mother and vice versa. 
6)  It is always available as needed. And then the student was stuck.  
     Finally in desperation, just before the bell rang to end the test, 
he wrote: 
7)  It comes in two attractive containers and it's high enough off the 
     ground where the cat can't get to it.  
He got an A grade. 
  
 
 
An elderly, but hardy cattleman from Texas once told a young female 
neighbour that if she wanted to live a long life, the secret was to sprinkle 
a pinch of gunpowder on her oatmeal each morning.   
She did this religiously and lived to the age of 103.   
She left behind 14 children, 30 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, 
5 great-great-grandchildren and a 35 metre hole where the crematorium 
used to be. 
  



 

 



 

Are you reading this newsletter and are not yet a Society member? 
Are you a member and are not telling your friends about us? 

  
* Please consider joining the Society 

*You get information given in a friendly manner.  
* Contacts from all over Australia. 

* Discounts from a number of Militaria related retailers. 
* This wonderful newsletter 6 times a year. 

* 10 Monthly meetings per year. 
  

Membership also gives you “reason to own” items held under  
Collectors licences, Weapons permits and  
Longarm Target and Hunting Licences. 

All for just $30 a year 
What a bargain! 

  
Just contact the Secretary (03) 5342 4433 (Business hrs) 

or email us baamcs@activ8.net.au 
 
 
 
 

 
Sign of the times 



 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Everything outdoors.  New “online only” site. Has a Firearms category.  

Is a Local Ballarat site www.everythingoutdoors.com.au  ph 0497 656 999  
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

It's a nice gun, I'll give you that.  
But the engraving gives you no tactical advantage whatsoever. 

 
ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 

And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 
 

Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  
could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 

 
Mail is taking 10 days to be delivered.  Use Express Mail if  

unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   
Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 

http://www.rflb.com.au/
http://www.everythingoutdoors.com.au

