
Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 45 January 2021 Newsletter | P a g e 1 
 

H 

BARRELS & BLADES 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 45 January 2021 Newsletter | P a g e 2 
 

SA Members please note: Temporary change of Venue for Heritage Arms Meetings continues 

The venue for our August Annual General Meeting will be the Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street 
(Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA.  The hall can be entered from Botting Street. For those members who 
will be displaying items there is also car parking for approximately 13 vehicles in the rear carpark off Osborne 
street), for members and visitors who are not putting on a display there is plenty of street parking. 
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Membership Applications 
Nominee: Laurens West 
Interests: WW1 & 2 
Location: Darlington WA 
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Nominee: Robert (Bob) Bates 
Interests: colonial militaria & flintlock pistols 
Location: Newtown VIC 
 
Any member having objection to membership being granted to the above applicants should give reasons in 
writing, in confidence and without prejudice, to the Secretary, c/- 32 Teakle Street, Exeter, within 21 days of 
this meeting. Members are reminded that you should not sponsor someone for membership unless they are 
known to you personally. You should also know a reasonable amount of the applicant’s background. In the 
case of an applicant not having two sponsors, written references can be substituted. 

 
Artist: Edouard Castres (Swiss, 1838–1902) Title: Japanese Samurai warrior preparing for battle  
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SA Member October Displays (Includes Virtual) 
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Garry McCarthur – Virtual Display 
 
Cased Beattie double rifle in 10 bore with all the accessories. This you will notice has slots at the top of the 
breech barrel for a pinfire, however, Beattie has changed the hammers so that it can either use centre-fire 
ammo or pinfire and therefore the gun did not have to be discarded. There was a changeover period in about 
1860 for about 5 years, and this design would have saved the owner from discarding the whole rifle. 
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Double flintlock shotgun, French. 
 

 
Hunting pistol/sword in flintlock, probably German. 
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Selection of flasks. One has a figure on it and in ivory, which was actually documented and featured in the 

Tower of London website some years 
ago.  Circa 1530 as lightly dated. 

 
Ebony and ivory inlaid "patron" meaning 
cartridge container, hung around the neck 
of the user for quick pick for pre-made 
paper cartridges, to be inserted via the 
muzzle. 
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Wooden matchlock flask. 

 
Italian military wheellock pistol Circa 1600, by Giovanni Battista Francino. 

 
 
Hunter's pipe with the lid as a spark 
arrester. 
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Lynton Allen – Virtual Display 
 

Believed to be Early Post WWI manufactured 
Pour Le Merite with Original WWI Ribbon. 
The award is the type with the pie crust 
fitting at the top. On the pie crust fitting 
loop, there is a silver hallmark of 925 and a 
second hallmark of CFR. The quality of the 
cross is very nice, with the letters silver 
etched. The silver eagles to each side of the 
cross are of fine quality and detail. The cross 
is similar to earlier styles. The cross has nice 
blue enamel work with no chips, dings or 
cracks. The suspension loop is the more oval 
type of gilded 
metal and the 
gilding to the cross 
has toned, more a 
silver colour. 
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Nicolas Grguric – Virtual Display 
 

A silver plated tankard which was 
presented as an award at the School 
of Musketry a Hythe, England. 
 
Beneath the crown and crossed 3-
band Enfield rifles it reads: 
 
"PRESENTED By the Officers of the 
Left Wing to the best Shooting 
Section HYTHE Sepr 1865" 
 
It was made by James Dixon and also 
has "ROWELL . OXFORD" on the 
bottom (the retailer/engraver). The 
base is glass. The whole thing is about 
20cm tall and looks like it would hold 
about 1 1/2 pints. 
 

The School of Musketry was 
founded in 1853 and set up at 
Hythe, Kent.  
 
 

The first mention of the establishment of the 
School was in the Army List of 1854 when it 
was referred to as the School of Musketry, a 
name it bore until 1919 when its name was 
changed to the Small Arms School. In 
September 1855 a Corps of Instructors was 
added to the establishment, consisting of 100 
First Class, and 100 Second Class Instructors 
who, as soon as they were sufficiently 
experienced (except for three who remained 
at Hythe), were distributed to Depot 
Battalions and Regiments as required. These 
men were the Corps of Instructors of 
Musketry, a misnomer as muskets were being 
withdrawn from service. The original badge of 
the School was crossed rifles surmounted by a 
crown.  
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The First World War German 238th Infantry Division 

Medal: An Unexpected Discovery 
 

Paul Skrebels (HAS member) 
 
For quite a number of years I’ve had in my collection what I regarded as a commemorative medallion for a 
division in the Imperial German Army. As the photos of the actual item show, the obverse depicts a battlefield 
landscape with a figure representing a German ‘Landser’ lobbing a stick grenade, while overhead is a bursting 
shrapnel shell. The inscription reads 238 INFANTERIE DIVISION and 1917/18 between two laurel branches 
and four asterisks, while an engraver’s name, F. Köhnke, can be seen at the lower edge of the image. On the 
reverse is a bound laurel wreath surrounding a blank centre on which, presumably, could be engraved a name 
and other information. The item itself is approximately 50mm in diameter, 3-4mm thick, and made of ferrous 
material. 

 
 
As the higher number suggests, the 238th Division was a later addition to the German order of battle. It was 
established by decree on 15 November 1916, and underwent training at the Lockstedt Camp, Hanover from 
17 January to 14 April 1917. It was a largely North German formation, with its chief fighting elements being: 

• 463rd Infantry Regiment, from Mecklenburg-Schwerin, the Hanseatic cities and Altona 

• 464th Infantry Regiment, from Schleswig-Holstein and Lübeck 

• 465th Infantry Regiment, from Hanover, Oldenburg and Brunswick 

• 62nd Field Artillery Regiment, from Eastern Friesland 

• 13th Dragoon Regiment, 2nd Squadron, from Schleswig-Holstein 

• 238th Pioneer Battalion 

• 53rd Foot Artillery Battalion, Staff, 1st, 2nd and 4th Batteries (added March 1918) 
 
The high percentage of young recruits – mostly born in 1898-99 – led to the division being nicknamed the 
‘Confirmands Division’, and thus called (less accurately) by Allied sources the ‘Division of First 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 45 January 2021 Newsletter | P a g e 14 
 

Communicants’. In time, given Germany’s manpower shortages, there would no doubt be many other 
divisions capable of earning that kind of sobriquet. 
 

 
 
From 15 April 1917 to the end of the war the 238th Division saw almost continuous action on the Western 
Front, including the Hindenburg Line, Passchendaele, the great German offensive of March 1918, and the 
battles between Soissons and Reims. Allied intelligence rated the 238th as a third-class division, an assessment 
tempered by the faint praise that it was ‘better than the majority of the divisions of this series’ (United States 
War Office, p.732). Yet, according to Martin Middlebrook’s study of the offensive of 21 March 1918, the 238th 
Division’s advance of four and a half miles ‘represented the deepest advance of the Germans on that first 
day. It was probably the greatest advance by any unit on the Western Front since trench warfare had started 
late in 1914’ (p.304). 
 
When I began the research for this article, I didn’t know the actual purpose of the medallion. I suspected that 
it was something manufactured post WW1 and made available as a form of souvenir or memorial to veterans 
of the 238th Division or to relatives of fallen members of the unit. Once I initiated an online search for 
references to the item, I actually began to have doubts as to the authenticity of my example. Most of the 
images showed a smaller, silvery version with a loop and ring at the top for suspension from a cord or ribbon. 
There were some items that looked like mine, but I became suspicious that these were cheaper, later copies, 
if not downright fakes. 
 
Then I encountered an article published online from the German magazine Orden und Ehrenzeichen (‘Orders 
and Decorations’), the translated title of which is ‘The Gallantry Medals of the 238th Infantry Division in the 
First World War’. It was a revelation, to say the least, and completely overturned any misgivings I may have 
had regarding the specimen in my collection. Without going into all the background detail contained in the 
article, the broad circumstances for the introduction and issue of the 238th Division medal can be summarised 
as follows. 
 
At the time of the division’s formation there had been calls within the armed forces generally for some form 
of combat badge (such as those instituted during the Second World War) in recognition of extended or 
meritorious front-line service. It seems that the staff of the 238th Division felt the need for an award in 
addition to that of the Iron Cross 2nd class, especially in cases where an otherwise worthy soldier had missed 
out on receiving the official decoration. Existing evidence in the form of engraved medals and accompanying 
certificates shows that from early in the division’s combat history, a small wearable version of the medal was 
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issued to members of the division. This version was only 38.4mm in diameter and the obverse initially 
depicted a different form of shell-burst, a date of 1917 with no laurel branches on the rim, and an engraver’s 
mark consisting of two twisted oblongs ‘O’s. The wreath on the reverse was narrower and closer to the edge 
of the medal. The surface was also a patinated silver colour. 
 
While direct evidence becomes less clear, drawing from various sources the article’s author, Herr Spath, 
proposes that in late 1917 the larger non-wearable version of the medal appeared. Spath says that while he 
originally thought the large medal was for merit while the smaller was for bravery, his research has led him 
to believe that the two represent first- and second-class awards, analogous to that of the Iron Cross 1st and 
2nd class. The large medal is 49.6mm in diameter, has an uncoated plain iron finish, and so far, the only design 
known is that illustrated in the photos. Nor has any large example surfaced with engraving on the reverse. 
Not only that, but with the appearance of the large medal, the small wearable version underwent a change 
of design in keeping with that of the large medal. Spath suggests that this may have been because the original 
die wore out owing to the hard material being struck.  
 
On the question of numbers struck, Spath speculates on the basis of other awards such as the Iron Cross, 
that anything from 2000 to 6000 small, ‘second-class’ medals were issued within the division, with perhaps 
only 300-400 large, ‘first-class’ awards. Both classes came in their own special medal case, but it is impossible 
to verify that all medals were accompanied by a certificate. Award of either class of medal also came with 
the strict injunction that, given their localised origin and therefore unofficial status, they were not to be ‘worn 
visibly with the uniform’. While this would have been impossible with the large medal anyway, the occasional 
WW1 German medal group surfaces with the small medal attached, usually hanging off a spare ribbon of the 
Iron Cross 2nd class! 
 
So it is that a collectible which for years I considered relatively insignificant and perhaps not even genuinely 
of the period, with a little extra research has turned out to be a noteworthy relic of the past with a fascinating 
story attached. 
 
References 
Middlebrook, Martin, The Kaiser’s Battle, 
Allen Lane, London, 1978. 
Spath, K.P. Christian, ‘Die 
Tapferkeitsmedaillen der 238. 
Infanteriedivision im Ersten Weltkrieg’, Orden 
und Ehrenzeichen 12. Jg., Nr. 70 (December 
2010), pp.302-317. 
United States War Office, War Department 
Document No.905, Office of The Adjutant 
General, Histories of the Two Hundred and 
Fifty-one Divisions of the German Army which 
Participated in the War (1914-1918), 
Government Printing Office, Washington, 
1920. Reprinted by the London Stamp 
Exchange Ltd, 1989. 
 
 

German soldiers of the 238th Reserve Infantry 
Regiment mourning at the grave of a comrade in 

1918. It is this image that is believed to be the 
inspiration for the sculpture in Langemarck which 

was designed by Emil Krieger. 
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Sword Blades used in the Indian Mutiny – HAS Member Dr John Bird 
 
A FEW WORDS ON SWORD-BLADES 
 
William Forbes-Mitchell, late sergeant of the 93rd Sutherland Highlanders, recorded his Indian Mutiny 
experiences in his book REMINISCENCES OF THE GREAT MUTINY 1857-59. The following are extracts from 
Appendix C of the book entitled ‘A Few Words on Sword-blades’: 

 
William Forbes Mitchell unknown artist The Regimental Museum of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders  
 

• there is great room for improvement in our blades of Birmingham manufacture 
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• swords supplied to our officers, cavalry and artillery are far inferior as weapons of offense to a really good 
Oriental tulwar. 

Examples of British Swords in use  and issued during the mutiny 
 
Below are four British pattern swords that would have been in service during the Indian Mutiny 

 
British Basket Hilt manufactured in 1857 by Wilkinson – Picture Cathey and Rex Brimage collection 

 

 
Pattern 1821/96 Officer’s Ladder Hilt 3rd Dragoon Guards – Picture Cathey and Rex Brimage collection 

 

 
Pattern 1821 Light Cavalry Officers Sword - – Picture Cathey and Rex Brimage collection 

 

 
Pattern 1845 Infantry Officer’s Gothic Hilt - Picture Cathey and Rex Brimage collection 
 

• a large proportion of our men were killed or wounded by sword-cuts 

• for cutting our English regulation swords are too straight; the Eastern curved blade is far more effective 
as a cutting weapon. 

• our English swords are far too blunt, whereas the native swords are as keen in edge as a well-stropped 
razor. 

• steel scabbards again are a mistake for carrying sharp blades. 

• every soldier armed with a sword ought to be supplied with the means to sharpen it and made to keep it 
with an edge like a razor. 

• our English cavalry with their blunt swords were most unequally matched against the Sikhs with tulwars 
so keen of edge 
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Captain Charles Gough winning the Victoria Cross at Khurkowhah, 1857 
 

• Sikh cavalry -- wore voluminous thick puggarees around their heads, which our blunt swords were 
powerless to cut through, and each horseman had also a buffalo-hide shield slung on his back. 

• they kept their horses still and met the British charge by lying flat on their horses’ neck, with their heads 
protected by the thick turban and their backs the shields; and immediately the British soldiers passed 
through their ranks the Sikhs swooped around on them and struck them backhanded with their sharp 
curved swords, in several instances cutting our cavalry men in two. 

• on English sword blades – stress is laid on the superiority of blades of spring steel, tempered. 

• my observations lead me to consider spring steel to be totally unfit for a sword-blade. The real 
Damascus blade – is rigid as cast-iron, without any spring whatever – as rigid as the blade of a razor. 

• The sword blade which bends is neither good for cut or thrust. 

• A blade of spring steel will not cut through bone; directly it encounters a hard substance, it quivers in 
the hand and will not cut through  

• the rigid blade of well-tempered steel will cut four times as deep as the blade of highly tempered spring 
steel 

• an old man – who had been chief armourer to Runject Sing – told me that the real Damascus blades 
contained a large percentage of arsenic amalgamate with the steel while the blades were being forged, 
which greatly added to their hardness, toughness and strength, preserved the steel from rust and 
enabled the blades to be sharpened to a very fine edge. 

• the spring in the steel causes the blade to glance off and the impetus of the cut is lost by the blade 
quivering in the hand. 

• the curved oriental blade, with a drawing cut, presents much more cutting surface 

• A stroke from a curved blade, drawn through, cuts far deeper than the stroke from a straight blade. 

• the point is the most effective attack against Eastern swordsmen 

• the sowar got one cut at him, right over his head, which severed his skull clean in two, the sword cutting 
right through his neck and halfway down through the breastbone 

• he came within the swoop of the same terrible sword, wielded by the powerful arm of a tall man, and he 
also was cut right through the left shoulder diagonally across the chest, and his head and right arm were 
clean severed from the body. 

• David Ready, the sergeant, seized the tulwar that had killed both his brothers, and used it with terrible 
effect, cutting off heads of men as if they had been mere heads of cabbage. 

• When the fight was over, I examined that sword. It was of ordinary weight, well balanced, curved about 
a quarter circle, as sharp as the sharpest razor, and blade as rigid as cast-iron. 
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• A sword of that quality would cut through a man’s skull or thigh bone without the least quiver. 

• The sharpening of our cavalry swords receives far too little attention. 

• In this matter of sword blades, I have no wish to dogmatise or pose as an authority; I merely state my 
observations and opinions in the hopes that they may lead to experiments being made.” 

 
Examples of Indian Tulwars in use  and issued during the mutiny 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tulwars courtesy of HAS Member Gordon Byrnes  

 
Both of the above Indian Tulwar swords have been sharpened so often that the blade width has been reduced 
and they remain sharp today.  
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Interstate & Overseas Members November Displays 
 

BRITISH RAJ – HAS Member Gordon Byrne 

With the end of the Mutiny and having passed into the days of British Raj when India became known as the 

Jewel in the Crown (British Crown), we have the beginnings of a period when families, generations thereof 

and individuals would continue to serve their Queen and country for decades yet to come during the dramatic 

and colourful days of the Raj. 

The ladies of the officers of The Indian Army forming an important link between their man's duty as a soldier, 

and his quiet times when his sword was not in hand; all in a place that was far off from former ancestral 

lands; long since left behind by generations of fathers and sons. The reverse may also be said for the many 

individuals who were born and raised under the Indian sun; a land of Maharajas, great wealth and beauty, 

but also great poverty and conflict. However, this same land is also one which many called home, and never 

forgot; and herewith below I illustrate an evocative piece of history long passed, that shows The Jewel in the 

Crown as it was, with small Rubies indicative of the former regions thereof. 

 

VICTORIAN LADIES SILVER POWDER PUFF CASE 
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THE INDIAN ARMY – CAVALRY – HAS Member Gordon Byrne. 

Following on with the theme of Cavalry accoutrements, I move to the subject of Wales Horse which was 

originally raised by Captain Frederick Wale at Lahore in 1857; then becoming the 1st Regiment of Sikh 

Irregular Cavalry in September 1857, and the 11th Regiment of Bengal Cavalry in 1861. With further change 

the regiment became the 11th Regiment of Bengal Cavalry (Lancers - late 1st Sikh Cavalry) 1864, and the 11th 

Regiment of Bengal Lancers 1874. 

As at the 31st December 1875, the regiment with Head Quarters at Nowshera displayed the battle honours 

of "Lucknow (Capture)" - "Taku Forts" - " Pekin". 

Holding the title 11th Bengal Lancers until 1876, the title then changed again in connection with the Prince 

of Wales tour of India (1875-76), at which time the regiment received Royal distinction with the title of 11th 

(Prince of Wales Own ) Regiment of Bengal Lancers, and the inclusion of the Prince of Wales  heraldic badge 

to their appointments, illustrated below is a post 1876 officers’ full-dress pouch of the 11th (Prince of Wales 

Own) Regiment of Bengal Lancers.  

 

Officers Dress pouch, 11th (Prince of Wales Own) Regiment of Bengal Lancers. 

The above image showing the distinctive border engraving on the pouch flap which displays the badge 

consisting of the entwined script monogram BL over crossed Lances; this surmounted in the crossing by the 

badge of the Prince of Wales which (in proper) consists of three white ostrich feathers emerging from a gold 

coronet, with a scroll below the coronet bearing the motto Ich dien; below the monogram in the crossing are 

the Roman numerals XI. 

The officer group at the beginning of 1876 consisted of a Commandant holding the rank of Major, the 2nd-

in-command also a Major; three Captains, two Lieutenants, and a Surgeon in medical charge.  

By 1877, the regimental listing was indicative of the fact that the HONORARY COLONEL of the Regiment was: 

Field Marshal H.R.H. Albert Edward Prince of Wales and Duke of Cornwall, K.G., K.T., G.C.B., K.P., G.C.S.I. 

The regiment was re-titled the 11th (the Prince of Wales Own) Bengal Lancers in 1901; the 11th Prince of 

Wales Own Lancers in 1903, and the 11th Prince of Wales Own Lancers (Probyn's Horse) in 1904. 
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VIC Member - Jack Langley 
Email: jacksmedals@bigpond.com 
Ph: 61 2 9871 8015 Mob: 0418 527 837  
Rear 355 North Rocks Road NSW 2151 

 

mailto:jacksmedals@bigpond.com
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ART OF POLISHING JAPANESE SWORDS – 

HAS Member V. H. COTTLE 
 
For many centuries the Japanese sword has been recognised as being the ultimate cutting weapon; 
combining the best materials, a perfect form and a high degree of artistic merit. 
 

 
 
The sword is an example of man's ability to create and manipulate steel into a truly great work of art. It is not 
the result however of one man alone but depends on the skill of several. The smith often refines his own 
metals and forges the blade with the aid of strikers and other helpers. After completing the blade which may 
have taken him several weeks or even months to make, the smith roughly finishes the surface and examines 
it for flaws. When satisfied it is passed to the polisher for sharpening and finishing. The polisher then brings 
the blade to the superb, finished product that we see today. 
 
The polisher requires skill nearly as great as that of the sword smith and it is not unusual for a polisher to 

spend·10 or even 15 years studying before he commences polishing away from his master. The polisher has 
to know the sword and its maker intimately for it is only when this understanding is obtained can the polisher 
know how the sword should be finished to show the intricacies put there by its maker. 
 
The polishing is usually done in a special area, first the room used should be bright and very clean to avoid 
attracting dust and grit which will cause scratches. There must also be good water which is used as a lubricant 
and must be transmitted by wooden pipes and buckets to prevent rust particles reaching the polishing 
process. 
 
The tools used by the polisher all come from natural sources. Up to 12 different grades of natural stone are 
used for shaping and finishing and all implements used are made of wood. Because of the very fine finishes 
required the quality of the stones must be very high. Such stones are very scarce, and their cost is extremely 
high. 
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The blade for most of the work is held by hand and moved over the stones with no other mechanical aids to 
guide it save for the polisher's own body and the judgment of his eye and hands. 

 
Polishing can be divided into two basic stages: Shitajitogi (Foundation work) and Shiagetogi (Finishing). 
 
Shitajitogi consists mainly of removing rust, tidying up the shape and correcting the Nikuoki, which is the 
thickness/shape relationship throughout the blade length and vital to the overall style. Shiagetogi is the detail 
polishing which brings out the details and beauty of the steel. 
 
The first stone used is very rough and leaves marks similar to a file. The next three are Kaisei-Nagura, Chu-
Nagura and Koma-Nagura used in that order. 
 
To remove the marks left from these stones the blade is finished with Uchi-gumori (inner cloud) which brings 
out the workings of the blade and the hardened edge. This completes the Shitajitogi stage. 
 
The next stage can now commence; sometimes this will be done in a completely different section of the 
building so that the coarse particles from the foundation stones do not contaminate the very fine materials 
used for the final stages. 
 
The polisher starts by applying -Hazuya (edge lustre) to the Yakiba (hardened edge). Hazuya is fine flakes of 
Uchikumo stuck with lacquer to Yoshino paper. Using a small piece under his thumb he polishes the edge 
while at the same time smearing it with a paste prepared from Uchikumo. After this, Jizura, Ji-lustre, is used. 
This is similar to Hazura, but with flakes of very fine, razor hone like stone, called Nakitatsu (roaring dragon), 
which brings the Ji area of the blade to a bluish finish demonstrating the beautiful changes and brilliance of 
the Ji-Hada. 
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Next the blade has Nugui. Malachite and magnetic iron oxide, which has been mixed to a paste, and wiped 
on and off the Ji. Slowly the boundary between the hardened edge and Ji becomes distinct. The exact formula 
for this preparation is usually kept a secret between master and pupil and only passed on by word of mouth. 
This stage is most critical, and the final appearance of the blade depends greatly on it. 
 
The next stage is to finish the Shinogi-Ji area which is burnished with a hardened steel needle. This is called 
Shitamigaki. On completing this operation, the polisher then reworks the Hamon with Hazuya to bring out 
the intricacies of its structure. This operation is known as Hadori and requires special skill. 
 
Yokotegiri comes next which is the finishing of the Kissaki (point of blade). To prevent damaging the finished 
part of the blade whilst this is being done it is wrapped with cloth. Once the Kissaki has been finished the 
whole blade is examined and any necessary amendments made. When completely satisfied the polisher 
burnishes 7 or 8 lines on the Shinogi-Ji section which is hidden by the Habaki and otherwise left unfinished, 
this final stage is called Nagashi. 
 
This brings to an end a brief description of the procedure followed when polishing a blade. There are many 
other factors such as shape, style, age and repairs that also have to be considered but to include these would 
require a paper of considerable length.  
 
As an example of the high esteem and importance that is placed on the sword the Japanese Government has 
designated several practising swordsmiths and polishers as Living National Treasures. This has been done to 
ensure that the best traditions and skill that have remained for over one thousand years will not die out but 
will be passed on from generation to generation as an outstanding example of man's ability to achieve 
perfection in metal. 
 
Visual glossary of Japanese sword terms 
 
NOMENCLATURE 

 

VARIOUS STAGES OF POLISHING 

SHITAJITOGI STAGE 

Stones Used 

Iyo Very rough 

Kaisei-Nagura Rough 

Chu-Nagura Medium 

Koma Nagura  Fine 

Uchi-Gamori Very fine 

 

SHIAGETOGI STAGE 

Hazuya Edge lustre 

Jizuya Ji lustre 

Nagui Finishing of Ji 

Shitamigaki Burnishing 

Hadori Finishing the Hamon 

Yokotegiri Finishing the Kissaki 

Nagashi Lines burnished on Shinogi Ji 

 

EQUIPMENT 

Togi-oke Wooden tub for water 

To-dai Makura Rest 

Fumae-gi Clamp for holding stone 

Sho-gi Stool 

Tu Makura Rest for holding stone 

Fumae Dai Rest for foot 
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1812 War medals 1793 to 13th foot captain commanding the 

light company during the heroic stand at lacolle Mill Canada 1814 

HAS Member Ian Anderson 
 
MILITARY GENERAL SERVICE 1793, CLASP MARTINIQUE 'B. HOLGATE, CAPT 13th FOOT. ' 
 

 
 
Major Bennet Holgate joined the 13th Foot as an Ensign on 15th May 1804, he was promoted Lieutenant 
13th foot on 23d Nov. 1804; Captain. 23d June 1808 and Major 13th Nov. 1817, all with the 13th. In March 
1822 he transferred to the 22nd Foot before the 13th left for India and in 1826 to the 40th on half pay. 
 
He would serve in the various operations in the West Indies 1808-1813, Canada during the 1812 War, 1813-
15 and Ireland 1822-6 during the various troubles. During his time with the 13th Foot, he served in the Light 
Company, commanding it at the taking of Martinique (a battle honour for the Regt) and during the 1812 War, 
in particular during the heroic defence of Lacolle Mill in March 1814, during which a small force of British 
held off an American army of 4000! He probably also took part in the expedition against Plattsburg in July 
1813. 
 

1812 WAR  
 
The 13th Foot arrived in Canada in June 1813, to quote the Regimental history; 
 
'At this period, a numerous force from the United States had penetrated Upper Canada; and a small expedition 
was fitted out on Lake Champlain, with the view of calling the attention of the Americans to the defence of 
their own settlements on its borders. To engage in this service, nine officers and one hundred and eighty-one 
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soldiers of the 13th crossed the St. Lawrence in boats, on the 24th and 25th of July, and proceeded to the Île 
aux Noix, where the troops were assembled under Lieut. Colonel John Murray, C. B.; Lieut. Colonel Williams, 
of the 13th, being second in command. Sailing therefrom in boats, the expedition navigated the lake, and as 
it approached the enemy's post at Plattsburg, the American militia abandoned the place. The British landed, 
destroyed the arsenal, blockhouse, commissary's buildings and stores, with the barracks at Saranac, capable 
of containing four thousand men. The flotilla afterwards returned to Île aux Noix. In concluding his public 
despatch, Lieut. Colonel Murray expressed his sense of the conduct of Lieut. Colonel Williams, and added, "I' 
have to report in the highest terms of approbation, the discipline, regularity, and cheerful conduct "of the 
whole of the troops; and feel fully confident "that, had an opportunity offered, their courage would "have 
been equally conspicuous." Active operations were continued during the winter, when the weather permitted; 
and in the spring of 1814, Lieut. Colonel Williams had charge of the "advance-posts on the river Richelieu.” 
 
BATTLE OF LACOLLE MILL 
 
The battle of Lacolle Mill was the result of American Major General Wilkinson's last attempt to gain a victory 
by invading Canada after his earlier defeats at Chateauguay and Chrystler's Farm. His Army however would 
be thwarted by the gallant stand made by a force of 400 British and Canadian soldiers, including 220 men of 
the 13th Foot, of which Captain Holgate would play a prominent part. 
 

 
Map of the Battle of Lacolle Mill 

 
Lacolle Mill was garrisoned by Major Handcock, Captain Blake company of the 13th, and detachments of 
Marines and Frontier Light Infantry - 180 men in all. 
 
Handcock' s force occupied the mill itself, a stoutly constructed stone building on the south side of the river. 
On the North bank, connected with the mill by a wooden bridge, was the two-storey wooden blockhouse 
(which still stands today). This together with a nearby barn had been surrounded by a breastwork of logs and 
was undefended at the beginning of the action. An important bridge at Burtonville, two miles from the mill 
was garrisoned by a company of each Canadian Fencibles and Grenadiers. 
 
General Wilkinson’s  Army which had been in winter quarters in Plattsburg, New York, marched northwards 
on 27 March 1814 and in order to advance towards Montreal, he would first need to take the outpost at 
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Lacolle Mill which lay on his line of march. His force consisted of 4,000 men organized into three brigades, 
with 11 pieces of artillery. The march was delayed by deep snow and mud, and he was not able to occupy 
Odeltown until 30 March and begin the attack on Lacolle Mill until the early afternoon when they opened up 
a fire with their artillery. 
 

 
13th Regiment Battalion Company Officer and Private (should also have Grey Trousers) LAC 

 
On hearing of a possible invasion, Colonel Williams, Royal Marines, commanding a mixed force of the 2 Flank 
companies of the 13th Foot and Marines at the post of Île aux Noix sent out Captain Holgate' s light company 
to reconnoitre and reported the size and direction of march of the American Army. Consequently, Williams 
ordered the Flank companies, 160 men strong, under Captain's Holgate and Ellard to proceed with haste to 
reinforce Major Handcock at Lacolle Mill approximately 7 miles distant. 
 
The heavy snow which covered the countryside began to rapidly melt during the 30th which made movement 
very difficult for both sides. The reinforcements sent to Lacolle were forced to at times wade for long 
distances up to their waists in water and the Flank companies dropped their packs en route to enable them 
to move faster. 
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On arrival Handcock ordered the newly arrived companies to attack the enemy guns. The Flank companies 
therefore mounted the riverbank, beat the charge and advanced in column (grenadiers to front). American 
fire reserved until forty yards and then four artillery pieces and 2000 muskets opened on the British with 
devastating effect. One Soldier who was captured had been wounded 15 times! The American's were not 
without casualties, especially the gunners who were picked off by the light Company, but the British were 
forced to retreat on the Mill.  
 
Shortly after the failed attack, the post was further reinforced by companies from Burtonville, who had 
managed to get through the American lines. A further attack was made by these two companies and the 
remnants of the 13th Flank companies, Captain Blake taking Ellard' s place to lead the 13th Grenadiers and 
most likely Captain Holgate leading the attack as he was senior Officer. The charge was made and persisted 
in, with even more gallantry and resolution than the first attack. The men advanced within a few yards of the 
enemy's guns; which in consequence of the vigorous assaults made on them were abandoned and only 
rescued from capture by the repeated volleys from the American infantry, 'The American were, in a manner 
astounded by the valour of their opponents on this occasion. 'Lieutenant Colonel McPherson, who 
commanded the American artillery before the mill, deposed, at General Wilkinson's court-martial as follows 
'The ground was disputed inch by inch , in our advance to the mill; the conduct of the enemy that day was 
distinguished by desperate bravery. As an instance, one company (actually the initial attack by the two Flank 
company's) made a charge on our artillery and at the same instant received its fire and that of two brigades 
of infantry'. 
 
The two flank companies of the 13th in particular had suffered severely during the two attacks on the guns 
and Major Handcock deemed any further attack to be a waste of lives and therefore brought in his men to 
act solely on the defensive. Fire was kept up by on British positions and returned until Handcock's force had 
all but exhausted their ammunition. However, to the amazement of the British, as night approached and with 
no apparent serious damage made to the mill, Wilkinson's Army retreated the way they had come. Handcock 
presumed the retreat of so large a force to be a faint to draw the British from their positions and he did not 
follow up but as dawn approached the following day it was apparent that the last invasion of Canada had 
been stopped in its tracks by the heroic stand of a small British and Canadian force. This had not been affected 
without serious casualties. The defenders suffered 61 casualties, of which 54 were from Captain Holgate and 
Ellard's Flank companies. American casualties amounted to 154 killed and wounded. A few days after his 
arrival back in American territory, General Wilkinson resigned his command. 
 

 
An outstanding and rare 1812 War Officers medal. Medals to 13th Foot Officers are very scarce on the 
market, of the 15 issued, 6 are known to be in museums, including one of the only other two Lacolle Mill 
participants. 
 
Condition GVF, couple of minor EK's. 
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Lacolle Mill 

 

Lacolle Mill Blockhouse 
 

 
Canadian voltigeurs and Mohawk warrior 
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Major Claude Miller-Wallnutt – HAS Member Will Mathieson 
 

 
The sword of Major Claude Miller-Wallnutt DSO, Gordon Highlanders. His Gordon Highlanders sword has a 
special order 1892 pattern blade of heavy design, the usual blade for this pattern being the double-edged 
dual fullered claymore blade. Only his initials "CMW" are etched onto the blade. This sword made by S.J. 
Pillin, serial number 100619 has the Gordon Highlanders hilt and dates it to 1898 by using other known Pillin 
dated serialized swords. This matches with his promotion to major. 
 

 
Claude Miller-Wallnutt was born on 30th Mar 1861 in Edinburgh, educated there, and entered the Argyll and 
Bute Artillery Militia. On 23rd Apr 1881 he joined the 75th and was promoted to Lieutenant in the Gordon 
Highlanders on 1st July in the same year. He served in the Egyptian and Sudan campaigns, fighting at Tel-el-
Kebir, El Teb and Tamai. He was also on the Nile expedition to rescue General Gordon and the storming of 
the Heights at Malakand and Dargai. He was promoted to major on 18th May 1898. 
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Major Miller-Wallnutt commanded a company at the battle of Wagon Hill. He was with Lieut Digby Jones RE 
(posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross) when he was shot, some say by the Boer General de Villiers. At 
the next moment de Villiers was himself shot in the head by a sapper. Claude Charles Miller-Wallnutt was 
described as 'a man cast in the mould of a Berserk Viking' which conjures up a picture of a fierce and scary 
highland fighter. His award of the DSO was gazetted on 20th May 1898. 
 

 
Gordon Highlanders 1st BTN India 1896 – far left sitting is Miller-Wallnutt 
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Wagon Hill, Evening Express 19 January 1900 
 
OUR VICTORY AT LADYSMITH. VIVID DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGHT) BOERS DETERMINED TO TAKE THE CAMP 
OR DIE. THANKSGIVING SERVICE IN CHURCH. A SOLEMN SERVICE.  
 
The "Standard” Ladysmith correspondent has got through a vivid account of the attack on that town on 
January 6, In the course of which he says: -The enemy made a determined effort to capture two positions-
Caesar's Camp and Wagon Hill-the possession of which would have brought them within rifle range of the 
town. Caesar's Camp which was held by the 1st Battalion of the Manchester Regiment, was separated from 
the position by a rocky ravine. In the early hours of the morning, under cover of the darkness, the Heidelberg 
command succeeded in evading our pickets, making their way through the thornbush, and reaching the foot 
of the slope.  
 
At half-past two the alarm was raised by our sentries, but before the full extent of the danger could be 
realized the outlying gangers had been rushed and their defenders slain. Lieutenant Hunt-Grubbe went out 
to see if any aid was needed by the troops stationed on the ridge near the town. He was unaware that the 
enemy had already captured the breastworks and called out "Sergeant!" He received the reply, "Here I am, 
sir!" and then suddenly disappeared from sight. Captain Carnegie suspecting a ruse, ordered the Gordons to 
fire a volley and charge.  
 
The enemy thereupon fell back precipitately, leaving behind them the officer, whom they had captured with 
so much presence of mind, unhurt. By daybreak, reinforcements of the Gordon Highlanders and the Rifle 
Brigade had been hurried up to the fighting line. Lieutenant-Colonel Dick-Cunningham, who was leading the 
Gordons out of camp fell mortally wounded being hit by a stray bullet while still close to the town. The 53rd 
Battery of Field Artillery, under Major Abdy, crossed the Klip River and shelled the ridge and the reverse slope 
of the front position, where the enemy were lying among the thorn bushes.  
 
The shrapnel, which flew over our heads, did terrible execution. It effectually held the Boers in check and 
rendered it impossible for them to send reinforcements to their men through the ravine. The enemy fought 
throughout with the most stubborn courage, being evidently determined to take the camp or die in the 
attempt. Our men. however, were not less gallant and resolved, and the enemy were pressed back step by 
step until, at length, those who were left of them broke and fled in utter disorder. A terrific storm of rain and 
hail accompanied by peals of thunder, had burst over the camp during the fighting, and served to swell the 
"streams into raging torrents. In their efforts to escape, numbers of the enemy flung themselves into the 
current, and were swept away. The struggle in this part of the field was now at an end. The finale was a 
terrific fusillade all along the line, the crash of which almost drowned out the incessant thunder above.  
 
Meanwhile, a more exciting contest was in progress in the direction of Wagon Hill. At two o'clock a storming 
party furnished by the Harrismith commando crept slowly and cautiously along a donga in the valley, which 
divides our posts from their camp. A few well-aimed rifle shots killed our pickets. With, little to impede their 
progress, the enemy came to an emplacement, where they surprised the working parties of the Gordon 
Highlanders, Sappers, and 60th Rifles.  
 
Lieutenant Digby Jones, R.E., collecting a handful of men, made a gallant effort to hold the position; but 
numbers were against them, and, after a stubborn resistance, they were driven back, and the enemy got 
possession of the summit. It was here that Lieutenant MacNaghten and thirty of the Gordon Highlanders 
were taken; prisoners, though not till every man of them was wounded. Major Bowen rallied a few of the 
Rifles but fell while leading them to the charge. His example was at once followed by Lieutenant Tod, but he 
met with the same fate. The enemy were making good the footing they had already secured in the 
emplacement, when Major Miller-Wallnutt, calling the scattered Gordons together, charged in and drove 
them back.  
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Having thus cleared the ground, he joined Lieutenant Digby Jones in the newly- prepared emplacement on 
the western shoulder. A pause ensued for the time, but the Boers were not finally beaten. Taking advantage 
of the storm that was now raging, they essayed to capture the position by another rush. Three of their leaders 
reached the parapet but were shot down by Lieutenant Digby Jones and Major Wallnutt, the latter of whom 
also fell. The renewed check effectually discouraged assailants, and the deadly duel was now practically at 
an end. Nevertheless, small parties of the braver spirits kept up a murderous fire on our men from behind 
rocks.  
 

 
 
The moment had evidently arrived to strike the final blow, and Colonel Park quickly Issued the necessary 
orders. Three companies of the Devonshire Regiment, led by Captain Lafone and Lieutenants Field and 
Masterson, made a brilliant charge across the open, under a terrific fire, and fairly hurled the enemy down 
the hill at the point of the bayonet. In the course of the struggle Captain Lafone and Lieutenant Field were 
killed, and Lieutenant Masterton received no fewer than ten wounds. This was the fitting close to a struggle 
that had lasted sixteen hours, during which every rifle and gun had been brought to bear.  
 
The Boers lost heavily and admit that the engagement was the most severe blow their arms had sustained 
since the opening of the campaign. They were confident of their ability to capture the town and had called 
up reinforcements from Colenso to assist at the expected victory. The garrison-- can now await the coming 
of relief with renewed confidence. 
 
FRERE CAMP. Tuesday, One p.m. A runner has reached here from Ladysmith, and reports that the estimated 
loss of the enemy on January 6 is 1,100 killed and wounded. All has been quiet since the repulse.- 
 
Exchange. LADYSMITH, Monday- Evening. Jan. 8  (By runner to Pietermaritzburg). A "solemn thanksgiving 
service to Almighty God for His blessing upon our arm was held In the Anglican Church. The sacred building 
was crowded, chiefly by soldiers, the congregation also Including General Sir Geo. White, General Sir 
Archibald Hunter, Colonel Ian Hamilton, and other staff officers. Archdeacon Barker officiated and devoted 
a most eloquent sermon solely to the theme of Saturday's battle and victory. They were gathered together, 
he said, to thank God for enabling them to win one of the most decisive and important victories which the 
future history of the campaign would record, and one having an immense influence upon their enemies. 
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Consequently, their victory would be one of the chief factors in the settlement of the large question - which 
power, Dutch or British, should predominate in South Africa? He thanked God further for the fact that the 
British Army had just demonstrated that it retained all the old qualities which had made it famous in the 
history of the world, and. Even more, that it had proved to be animated with a spirit of self-sacrifice and 
unselfishness which, perhaps, our nation could not always boast in past ages. The Archdeacon trusted that 
the long looked for relief was now very near, but in all human probability, before it could arrive, they would 
have to fight another and more important battle. But they would continue to rely upon God, who so far had 
protected them during the siege from the death-dealing missiles of the enemy. At the conclusion of the 
sermon General White and his staff, at the invitation of the archdeacon, proceeded to the altar rails, and 
there stood whilst a Te Deum was sung. It was a most impressive spectacle, and it came to a thrilling 
conclusion by the singing of the congregation of "God Save the Queen." Rain has again been falling in 
torrents. 
 
The Boers continued strangely silent. There could be no better testimony to the severity of their defeat. 
Central News War Correspondent. 1; LADYSMITH, Jan. 3. (By runner to Pietermaritzburg, Jan. 17, 12.55 p.m.). 
The attack upon Ladysmith on Saturday 6th the most determined and persistent offensive operation ever 
undertaken by a Boer force. Prisoners state that they were all volunteers who undertook the work, and they 
were all animated by the stern determination to succeed or die in the attempt. The Boers engaged were 
three picked commandos from Heidelberg, Vryheid, and the Free State. They were led by the veteran 
Commandant De Villiers, of the Harrismith commando. De Villiers was in the thick of the fight throughout, 
and his men were worthy of their brave leader. Our pickets heard a strange noise, and at once called out, 
"Who goes there?" Those on the crest distinctly heard the reply, "Friend," and simultaneously a shot was 
fired, and the picket fell, shot through the head. Instantly all was wild alarm at the nearness of the enemy, of 
which this was the first Intimation.  
 
Wagon Hill was under the command of young Lieutenant G. M. Matias, and a very resourceful and gallant 
commander he proved himself to be. By seven o'clock many of our officers and men had dropped, amongst 
the former being Lord Ava, who had received a mortal wound, and Colonel Edwards, who was wounded 
severely. The enemy had also paid heavy toll. Old Commandant De Villiers who had been on every part of 
the field cheering on his men and exposing himself with reckless bravery, had been shot dead with three of 
his officers, so near to our line that Colonel Hamilton had used his revolver. By half-past seven the rest of the 
enemy had withdrawn. 
 
 The fight on Wagon Hill had been long and bloody, and it was no less desperate at the adjoining Caesar's 
camp. A young Boer, now a wounded prisoner in camp, tells me that 150 boys from Guy's College. 
Bloemfontein were taken from school to go to war with their fathers, and some of them took part In 
Saturday's fight. "Big Ben" shelled the town today. Two of Its shells struck the Town-hall, one exploding in a 
small back room used as a mortuary. A corpse lay on the operating-table, and it was struck and hurled to the 
ground.  
 
A conservative estimate of the Boer losses on Saturday places them at 300 killed and 600 wounded. The 
Boers, as usual, utilized the white flag with advantage to themselves, and employed other ruses to deceive 
our men, generally with success. One of the Boer- leaders, who was shot, was carrying a German flag.  
 
The battlefield on the following morning presented a dreary spectacle - "Dally Telegraph" Special 
Correspondent. 
 

The Great Boer War, Arthur Conan Doyle 
 
 At the same time as - or rather earlier than - the onslaught upon Caesar's Camp a similar attack had been 
made with secrecy and determination upon the western end of the position called Wagon Hill. The 
barefooted Boers burst suddenly with a roll of rifle-fire into the little garrison of Imperial Light Horse and 
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Sappers who held the position. Mathias of the former, Digby-Janes and Dennis of the latter, showed that 
'two in the morning' courage which Napoleon rated as the highest of military virtues.  
 

 
 
They and their men were surprised but not disconcerted and stood desperately to a slogging match at the 
closest quarters. Seventeen Sappers were down out of thirty, and more than half the little body of Irregulars. 
This end of the position was feebly fortified, and it is surprising that so experienced and sound a soldier as 
Ian Hamilton should have left it so. The defence had no marked advantage as compared with the attack, 
neither trench, sangar, nor wire entanglement, and in numbers they were immensely inferior.  
 
Two companies of the 60th Rifles and a small body of the ubiquitous Gordons happened to be upon the hill 
and threw themselves into the fray, but they were unable to turn the tide. Of thirty-three Gordons under 
Lieutenant MacNaughten thirty were wounded. [Footnote: The Gordons and the Sappers were there that 
morning to re-escort one of Lambton's 4.7” guns, which was to be mounted there. Ten seamen were with 
the gun and lost three of their number in the defence. As our men retired under the shelter of the northern 
slope, they were reinforced by another hundred and fifty Gordons under the stalwart Miller-Wallnutt, a man 
cast in the mould of a Berserk Viking, to their aid also came two hundred of the Imperial Light Horse, burning 
to assist their comrades. Another half-battalion of Rifles came with them. At each end of the long ridge the 
situation at the dawn of day was almost identical. In each the stormers had seized one side but were brought 
to a standstill by the defenders upon the other, while the British guns fired over the heads of their own 
infantry to rake the further slope. 
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It was on the Wagon Hill side, however, that the Boer exertions were most continuous and strenuous and 
our own resistance most desperate. There fought the gallant de Villiers, while Ian Hamilton rallied the 
defenders and led them in repeated rushes against the enemy's line. Continually reinforced from below, the 
Boers fought with extraordinary resolution. Never will anyone who witnessed that Homeric contest question 
the valour of our foes. It was a murderous business on both sides. Edward of the Light Horse was struck 
down. In a gun-emplacement a strange encounter took place at point-blank range between a group of Boers 
and of Britons. De Villiers of the Free State shot Miller-Wallnut dead, Ian Hamilton fired at de Villiers with his 
revolver and missed him. Young Albrecht of the Light Horse shot de Villiers. A Boer named de Jaeger shot 
Albrecht. Digby-Jones of the Sappers shot de Jaeger. Only a few minutes later the gallant lad, who had already 
won fame enough for a veteran, was himself mortally wounded, and Dennis, his comrade in arms and in 
glory, fell by his side. 
 
There has been no better fighting in our time than that upon Wagon Hill on that January morning, and no 
better fighters than the Imperial Light Horsemen who formed the centre of the defence. Here, as at 
Elandslaagte, they proved themselves worthy to stand in line with the crack regiments of the British army. 
 
Through the long day the fight maintained its equilibrium along the summit of the ridge, swaying a little that 
way or this, but never amounting to a repulse of the stormers or to a rout of the defenders. So intermixed 
were the combatants that a wounded man more than once found himself a rest for the rifles of his enemies. 
One unfortunate soldier in this position received six more bullets from his own comrades in their efforts to 
reach the deadly rifleman behind him at four o'clock a huge bank of clouds which had towered upwards 
unheeded by the struggling men burst suddenly into a terrific thunderstorm with vivid lightning and lashing 
rain. It is curious that the British victory at Elandslaagte was heralded by just such another storm. Up on the 
bullet swept hill the long fringes of fighting men took no more heed of the elements than would two bulldogs 
that have each other by the throat.  
 
Up the greasy hillside, foul with mud and blood, came the Boer 
reserves, and up the northern slope came our own reserve, the 
Devon Regiment, fit representatives of that virile county. Admirably 
led by Park, their gallant Colonel, the Devon’s swept the Boers before 
them, and the Rifles, Gordons, and Light Horse joined in the wild 
charge which finally cleared the ridge. 
 
But the end was not yet. The Boer had taken a risk over this venture, 
and now he had to pay the stakes. Down the hill he passed, crouching, 
darting, but the spruits behind him were turned into swirling streams, 
and as he hesitated for an instant upon the brink the relentless sleet 
of bullets came from behind. Many were swept away down the 
gorges and into the Klip River, never again to be accounted for in the 
lists of their field-cornet. The majority splashed through, found their 
horses in their shelter, and galloped off across the great Bulwana 
Plain, as fairly beaten in as fair a fight as ever brave men were yet. 
 
The cheers of victory as the Devon’s swept the ridge had heartened 
the weary men upon Ceasar's Camp to a similar effort. Manchester’s, 
Gordons, and Rifles, aided by the fire of two batteries, cleared the 
long-debated position. Wet, cold, weary, and without food for 
twenty-six hours, the bedraggled Tommie’s stood yelling and waving, 
amid the litter of dead and of dying it was a near thing. Had the ridge 
fallen the town must have followed, and history perhaps have been 
changed. In the old stiff-rank Majuba days we should have been 
swept in an hour from the position. But the wily man behind the rock 
was now to find an equally wily man in front of him. 



Barrels & Blades Ser.3, No 45 January 2021 Newsletter | P a g e 39 
 

 
The soldier had at last learned something of the craft of the hunter. He clung to his shelter, he dwelled on 
his aim, he ignored his dressings, he laid aside the eighteenth-century traditions of his pigtailed ancestor, and 
he hit the Boers harder than they had been hit yet. No return may ever come to us of their losses on that 
occasion; 80 dead bodies were returned to them from the ridge alone, while the slopes, the dongas, and the 
river each had its own separate tale. No possible estimate can make it less than three hundred killed and 
wounded, while many places it at a much higher figure. Our own casualties were very serious and the 
proportion of dead to wounded unusually high, owing to the fact that the greater part of the wounds was 
necessarily of the head.  
 
In killed we lost 13 officers, 135 men. In wounded 28 officers, 244 men- a total of 420, Lord Ava, the honoured 
Son of an honoured father, the fiery Dick Cunningham, stalwart Miller-Wallnutt, the brave boy sappers Digby-
Jones and Dennis, Adams and Packman of the Light Horse, the chivalrous Lafone- we had to mourn quality 
as well as numbers. The grim test of the casualty returns shows that it was to the Imperial Light Horse (ten 
officers down, and the regiment commanded by a junior captain), the Manchester’s, the Gordons, the 
Devon’s, and the 2nd Rifle Brigade that the honours of the day are due. 

 
Major Miller-Wallnutt of the 2nd Battalion was killed at 
Wagon Hill, Ladysmith on the 6th January 1900. Maj 
Miller-Wallnutt named on Gordon Highlanders 
memorial below at top left. 
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Marlin Slide-action Rifle – HAS Member Les McKessar 
 
The sliding action rifle displayed here was one of the numerous products of the Marlin Firearms Company of 
Newhaven, Connecticut, manufactured between 1909 and 1927.  It was the design of John Marlin and L. 
Hepburn and proved to be one of their most durable products.  They were first made in .25-20 and 32-20 
calibre, designated the “Model 27” then in 1913 a rimfire version, firing the .25” Stevens Rimfire cartridge 
was introduced, named the “Model 27S.”   

Marlins early long arms were either lever action or sliding action – also known as “trombone” or “pump” 
action, but this model differed in being a takedown model, very handy for storage or postal shipping.  To take 
apart, the large, knurled head screw on the left, then the small lever – type screw on the right is undone, 
then just pull the action apart – the screws remain attached to the action and will not get lost.  Loading is 
from the front of the under-barrel tubular magazine, which holds seven cartridges.  The barrel is marked 
“Martin Firearms Co – Newhaven C.T. USA. Pat’d Aug. 12, 1890. Mar.1 ’92 June 8. ’97. Nov 29. 1904”, also 
“.25 R.F.”, and on the breech end the initials “JM” in an oval cartouche.  The tang is marked “Martin No 27S”. 

Statistics: - The barrel is 24” long, rifled overall, length is 42 ½” with a weight of 6 lb. 

 

In the collection of the Author -Photography Cathey Brimage 
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Springfield M1884 Trapdoor Rifle – HAS Member Les McKessar 
 
The range of rifles known as “Springfield Trapdoors” began in 1865 with the conversion of muzzle-loading 
Model 1861 muskets, surplus from the Civil war.  Designed by Erskine Allin, Master Armourer at Springfield 
Armoury, these conversions were a top-mounted hinged breechblock, swinging forward to allow for breech 
loading. Two more types were tried using various calibres and by 1867 the trapdoor system weapons were 
no longer conversions, but newly produced models.  It should be noted that several other manufacturers 
contracted for differing breech-loading conversions from muzzle-loaders.  Many more models of Trapdoors 
followed, and in 1886 production began on the Model 1884, producing rifles, carbines and cadet rifles, a 
total of 232,500 weapons in all, ceasing in 1891. 
 
The main feature of this model was the new Buffington sight, adjustable for windage and elevation – it also 
fired a heavier bullet, 500 grains, over the previously used 405 grains.  To load - : Bring the hammer to half-
cock, then lift up the lever in front of the hammer and swing the breechblock forward and load a single 
cartridge into the chamber.  Now return the breechblock down to lock into place, bring the hammer to full 
cock and fire.  The only safety is the half-cock on the hammer.  Upon opening the action again, the spent 
case is partly drawn out, allowing removal with the fingers.  When issued these rifles came with the 
standard socket bayonet. Production of Springfield Trapdoors ended in 1893.  This rifle is marked “U.S. 
Springfield” to the lock, and “U.S. Model 1884” to the breechblock.  An inspector’s mark is stamped to the 
left of the wrist.  The serial number is 285336.   
 
Statistics: - The 
barrel is 32 
5/8” long, in 
45-70 calibre 
with a velocity 
of 1315 
feet/second, 
overall length 
is 52” with a 
weight of 8 lb 
12 oz. 
 
References 
“Flaydermans” 
9 A-381 
“US Military 
Firearms” by 
Hicks Pp 103-
104 Plate 70 
 
In the collection 
of the Author -
Photography 
Cathey Brimage 
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Eight Facts About the Crimean War – Evan Andrews History.com 
 

 
 
1. Religious tensions helped trigger the war. 
 
While it’s remembered as a clash of empires, the Crimean War was sparked by a seemingly minor religious 
dispute. For years, Orthodox Christians and Roman Catholics had squabbled over access to holy sites within 
the borders of the majority-Muslim Ottoman Empire. Both France and Russia purported to be the defenders 
of these Ottoman Christians—France supported the Catholics and Russia the Orthodox—and in 1852 they 
began jockeying for recognition by the Ottoman government. When the Turks ignored some of his demands, 
the Russian Czar Nicholas I mobilized his army and occupied the Ottoman territories in what is now Romania. 
 
Fearing that the Czar was looking to dismantle the Ottoman Empire—a weak regime he called the “sick man 
of Europe”—France and Britain cast their lot with the Turks and declared war on Russia in October 1853. The 
Crimean War soon transformed into an imperial struggle for influence over the ailing Ottoman Empire, but it 
never lost its religious overtones. British and French Christians roundly denounced the Russian Orthodox 
Church in the press, and many Russians and Turks came to view the conflict as a holy war between Eastern 
Christianity and Islam. 
 
2.  It wasn’t fought exclusively in Crimea. 
 
Its name notwithstanding, the Crimean War was a global conflict that featured several different theatres of 
battle. Early clashes occurred in the Balkans and in Turkey, and the focus only shifted to Crimea after the 
Allies launched an invasion of the peninsula in September 1854. 
 
While most of the war’s most famous battles would eventually take place in Crimea, naval actions and 
intermittent fighting also erupted in such far-flung places as the Caucasus, the Black Sea, the Baltic and the 
White Sea on the Northwest coast of Russia. In August 1854, French and British forces even launched an 
unsuccessful attack on Petropavlovsk, a port city on Russia’s Pacific coastline near Siberia. 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/crimean-war
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-east/ottoman-empire
https://www.history.com/topics/russia/romanov-family
https://www.history.com/topics/religion/history-of-christianity
https://www.history.com/topics/religion/islam
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3. The Allied forces weren’t very fond of one another. 
 
Though ostensibly united against Russia, the forces of Britain, France and the Ottoman Empire were not 
natural allies. The British and the French were ancient enemies who had tangled during the Napoleonic Wars 
a few decades earlier, and they spent most of the Crimean campaign quarrelling over strategy and field 
tactics. 

 
5th Dragoon Regiment of the British army photographed by Roger Fenton. 

 
British commander-in-chief Lord Raglan, who had lost an arm at the Battle of Waterloo, was even known to 
refer to the French—not the Russians—as the “enemy.” Meanwhile, colonial prejudices ensured that both 
the French and the British mistreated their Ottoman allies, who were branded as unreliable and often beaten, 
ridiculed or relegated to manual labour. According to one account by a British interpreter, some of the 
European troops even forced the Turks to carry them on their shoulders whenever they marched across 
muddy roads or streams. 
 
4. Most of the war was spent in an 11-month siege. 
 
After invading the Crimean Peninsula in the autumn of 1854, the Allied forces scored a victory at the Battle 
of the Alma and then besieged the vital Russian naval hub at Sevastopol. They believed the city would fall in 
a matter of weeks but following a series of bloody Russian counterattacks at the Battles of Balaclava and 
Inkerman, the war settled into a stalemate. 
 
In what became a preview of World War I’s Western Front, both sides dug extensive trench lines around 
Sevastopol. Soldiers were forced to suffer through a brutal Russian winter, and many fell victim to “trench 
madness,” or shell shock, from the constant artillery bombardments and threat of enemy raids. It would 
eventually take 11 months before a French assault forced the Russians to evacuate Sevastopol. The city’s fall 
was the symbolic end of the Crimean War, but scattered fighting continued until Russia finally admitted 
defeat the following year. 
 
5. It was the first war to feature news correspondents and battlefield photographers. 
 
Thanks to new technologies such as the steamship and the electric telegraph, the Crimean War was the first 
major conflict where civilian journalists sent dispatches from the battlefield. 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/france/napoleon
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/battle-of-waterloo
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history
https://www.history.com/news/life-in-the-trenches-of-world-war-i
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The most notable war correspondent was William Howard Russell, a Times of London reporter who won 
legions of readers—and the hatred of many generals—for his descriptions of British military blunders and 
the appalling conditions of the army’s camps and hospitals. Russell’s reports helped convince the British 
government to allow nurses such as Florence Nightingale to join in the war effort, and his coverage of the 
disastrous “Charge of the Light Brigade” at the Battle of Balaclava inspired Alfred Tennyson to pen his poem 
of the same name. 

 
The Valley of the Shadow of Death photographed by Roger Fenton. The image shows a ravine covered with cannon balls, 
an indication of the horror of the Crimean War. 

 
The war was also brought to life by photographers such as Roger Fenton and James Robertson, who produced 
hundreds of wet-plate images of battlefields and soldiers in uniform. While their pictures were often 
staged—Fenton famously moved cannonballs into a road for a photo titled “The Valley of the Shadow of 
Death”—they became hugely popular on the home front. 
 
6. The war launched Leo Tolstoy’s literary career. 
 
Along with dashing their hopes of victory in Crimea, the Siege of Sevastopol also introduced the Russians to 
one of their most legendary authors. Leo Tolstoy spent several months serving in defence of the city as an 
artillery officer and was one of the last people to evacuate during its fall on September 9, 1855—which also 
happened to be his 27th birthday. 
 
In between skirmishes and bombardments, the young writer penned a series of unflinching accounts of the 
siege that were published under the title “Sevastopol Sketches.” Though partially censored by the 
government, the gritty dispatches gave readers a first-hand glimpse of the horrors of combat, and their 
popularity helped vault Tolstoy to literary stardom after the war ended. A decade later, the great author 
would once again draw on his Crimean War experiences while writing one of his most famous works—the 
epic novel War and Peace. 
 
7. Florence Nightingale wasn’t the war’s only famous nurse. 
 
British nurse Florence Nightingale is famous for pioneering sanitary and administrative techniques in the 
Crimean War’s disease-ridden hospitals, but she wasn’t the conflict’s only notable medical figure. Allied 
soldiers also received aid from Mary Seacole, a Jamaican-born woman who travelled to Crimea and divided 
her time between selling supplies, food and medicine and treating the wounded on the front lines. 

https://www.history.com/news/5-things-you-may-not-know-about-leo-tolstoy
https://www.biography.com/news/florence-nightingale-hygiene-handwashing
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Jamaican-born Mary Jane Seacole, of Scottish and Creole descent, travelled to Crimea to sell supplies, food and medicine 
and treat the wounded on the front lines. 

 
Newspapers later nicknamed her “The Creole with the Tea Mug” for her work in providing battle-weary 
troops with the comforts of home. On the Russian side, a woman named Daria Mikhailova became known as 
“Dasha from Sevastopol” for dressing soldiers’ wounds using supplies purchased on her own dime, and 
Doctor Nikolai Pirogov helped introduce field surgery and the use of anaesthetics. Despite the best efforts of 
people like Nightingale and Pirogov, infectious disease still killed far more Crimean War soldiers than combat. 
The British alone suffered an estimated 16,000 deaths from illnesses compared to just 5,000 from battle. 
 
8. The war helped convince Russia to sell Alaska to the United States. 
 
Several factors were involved in Russia’s decision to offload its North American territories in Alaska, but the 
most pressing arose after its defeat in Crimea. The czarist government found itself in desperate need of gold 
to offset its crushing war debts, and there were concerns that Alaska might to be lost to the likes of Great 
Britain in a future war. 
 
The United States, which had been 
friendly with Russia during the 
Crimean War, eventually emerged 
as an obvious buyer for the territory. 
In 1867, after a delay caused by the 
Civil War, Secretary of State William 
Seward inked a deal to purchase 
Alaska for the cut-rate price of $7.2 
million—the equivalent of just two 
cents an acre. The deal proved to be 
a remarkable investment, but it was 
initially unpopular among American 
politicians, some of whom took to 
calling Alaska “Seward’s folly” and 
“Seward’s icebox.” 

Crimean War era British Military Pattern 1853 Type II Enfield Rifle Musket. 

https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/news/why-the-purchase-of-alaska-was-far-from-folly
https://www.history.com/news/why-the-purchase-of-alaska-was-far-from-folly
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Dix Noonan Webb 

The International Coin, Banknote, Medal & Jewellery Specialists 

16 Bolton St, Mayfair, London W1J 8BQ 

Office: +44 (0) 20 7016 1700  |  Mobile: +44 (0) 7899 973703  |  Website: www.dnw.co.uk 

Follow and connect with us:   Twitter     Facebook     Instagram 

 

To be Sold on: 13th January 2021 Estimate: £240 - £280 

Lot 793 A post-1902 Royal Naval Officer’s Full-Dress Sword and Uniform 

Tin attributed to C. E. C. Child, Royal Navy. 
 
The 80cm slightly curved bright blade by ‘Larcom & Veysey, Queen St. Portsmouth’, single fuller 
and etched with a crowned fouled anchor, the Royal Arms and panels of scrolling foliage, solid 
gilt brass handguard incorporating the crowned fouled anchor, lion’s head and mane pommel 
and backstrap, wire bound white fish skin hand grip. The turndown locking plate engraved ‘C. 
E. C. Child RN’; together with its gilt brass bound black leather scabbard; and a black japanned 
metal Royal Navy uniform tin supplied by ‘Larcom & Veysey’ with brass name plaque ‘C. E. C. 
Child Surgeon R.N.’, slight staining to the blade and the gilt rubbed off the handguard and 
scabbard chapes, otherwise good condition (lot) £240-£280  

 

 

  

https://www.dnw.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/dixnoonanwebb
https://facebook.com/dixnoonanwebb
https://instagram.com/dixnoonanwebb
https://www.dnw.co.uk/
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Meetings and Topics  
 

As an interim arrangement whilst our usual hall is out of service, Meetings will commence at 7.30 pm and 

are held Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street (Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA.  This hall has both 

air-conditioning, heating, and a large TV for our use. The hall can be entered from Botting Street, there is also 

car parking for approximately 13 vehicles in the rear carpark off Osborne street), alternatively there is plenty 

of street parking. 

All members are reminded and encouraged to bring along items for display. Do not like the topic categories 
on the night, no problem, pick your own, if it is over 100 years old, we would love to see it. * Note: All 
ammunition, loose or packeted / boxed, must be securely contained to prevent handling. Newsletter 
contributions are welcomed, including items members wish to buy and/or sell. To submit material for Barrels 
& Blades please email Brimage@internode.on.net 
 

Calendar of Topics 
Note: Display topics will change as required to accommodate member requests. 

Meeting  FIELD OF COLLECTING SPECIALIST INTEREST MILITARY OR COUNTRY OPEN 

January Headgear Crimea Japan 

Anything in 
your 

collecting 
interest 
over 100 
years old. 

You Choose, 
Surprise us 

 

February 
Loading Tools & Powder 

flasks 

Boer War United Kingdom 

March 
Accoutrements, Badges 

& Buttons 

American Civil War Yeomanry 

April NCOs and Troopers Zulu Wars  Italy 

May  
Uniforms Police, Bushrangers & 

Gangsters 

America 

June 
Military figures & 

Regimental items 

Napoleonic Wars Asia & the East 

July Long Arms  English Civil War  Infantry 

August Handguns WWI Australia 

September 

Medals Provenance, 

Presentation, patriotic, 

retailer slogans 

Cavalry 

October 
Curiosa  Prussian & German 

Imperial 

Artillery 

November Edged Weapons Daggers, Dirks & Knives Navy 

December 
Armour Hunting, sport, 

recreation & target 

Europe 

 

mailto:Brimage@internode.on.net
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HAS Member Business Directory 
Member Ben Smith 
ANTIK PURVEYORS OF THE OLD & UNUSUAL 
202 Grant Street. Golden 
Point Victoria 3350, 
Australia 03 5331 8268 
mailbag@antik.net.au   
www.antik.net.au 

Member Dave Wright 
Militaria & Collectables is located at 6a 
Shepperd Street, Ballarat, 3350, 
Victoria Australia. Ph: 03 5338 4377 
Email: djwright@ncable.net.au  

https://www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au/ 

Member Peter Suciu 
http://www.plundererpete.com/ 
petersuciu@gmail.com 
646-592-3012 

Member Jack Langley 
Email: jacksmedals@bigpond.com 
Ph: 61 2 9871 8015 Mob: 0418 527 837  
Rear 355 
North Rocks 
Road NSW 
2151 

 

Member John Grasso  
Nihonto Australia is 

dedicated to offering 

genuine, authenticated 

antique Japanese 

swords, fittings and art. 

http://www.samuraigalleryaustralia.com/ 

sister site - www.nihonto.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/samuraigalleryaustralia 

Members Cathey & Rex Brimage 
Past Glories Antique 
Swords & Militaria 
Ph: 04 1364 3820 
https://antique-
swords.com.au/ 

 

Member Scott Edwards 
NAKED ARMY 
LIMITED 
Recognised 
Defence Supplier 1190286, Military Sculptures, Model 
Kits etc 
www.naked-army.com 
scottedwardssculpture.net 
TOLLFREE 1800 731 490  

Member Roland Martyn 
Australian Arms Auctions 
Roland Martyn 61 3 9848 7951 
or 0428 543 377  
P.O. Box 1142 Doncaster East 
Vic. Australia 3109 
 
Email: 
admin@australianarmsauctions.com 

Member Jason Benardout 
Lobethal Curios, Antiques & Collectables Adelaide Hills 
122 Main St, Lobethal SA 5241 
0411 495 272 
shop is open Sat to 
Mon 12noon till 
4.00pm 

 

Your Business could be here! 

If you would like your business listed here, just let me know.  

mailto:mailbag@antik.net.au
http://www.antik.net.au/?fbclid=IwAR0nS-Oe8XIaQuDdmalkAEDrg98A9w02ZzkfyQqHfZiv--tmE5hftdteosE
mailto:djwright@ncable.net.au
https://www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au/
http://www.plundererpete.com/
mailto:petersuciu@gmail.com
mailto:jacksmedals@bigpond.com
http://www.samuraigalleryaustralia.com/
http://www.nihonto.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/samuraigalleryaustralia
https://antique-swords.com.au/
https://antique-swords.com.au/
http://www.naked-army.com/
http://scottedwardssculpture.net/
tel://+61398487951/
tel://+61428543377/
mailto:admin@australianarmsauctions.com
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LIKE WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN,  

NOT A MEMBER YET, 

WHY NOT JOIN NOW! 
 

 
CONSIDER THIS AN OFFICIAL INVITE - VISIT HERITAGE ARMS 

Online - https://heritagearmssa.com/ 

Our next meeting will be Friday 15th January 2021 at 

Lutheran Church Hall 57-59 Botting Street 

(Corner of Osborne St) Albert Park SA. 
If you would like a complementary newsletter just email us at 

heritage.arms.society@gmail.com 
DOWNLOAD AN APPLICATION FORM TODAY FROM 
https://heritagearmssa.com/documents-forms/ 
Cat -1 Heritage Arms Application Form-Interstate 

Cat -1a Heritage Arms Application Form-Overseas PayPal 
Cat 2&3 Heritage Arms Application Form-South Aust Resident 

Cat 2&3b Heritage Arms Application Family Membership Form-South Aust Resident 
Due to Covid19, Discounted membership fee for 2020/21 only, just $25. 

https://heritagearmssa.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=280+Portrush+Rd+Beulah+Park+5067&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:heritage.arms.society@gmail.com
https://heritagearmssa.com/documents-forms/

