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Presidents Report May-June 2021 

 

 

Hi Troops, Time to prattle on again. 

 

  Ya!  2021 Annual Show is on again, the Committee are taking a chance on staging it this year hoping Covid 

lockdowns keep at bay.  

 

  Slowly the GCCA Club events returning to a modified norm, Committee meetings face to face happening, 

APRIL and MAY GCCA General meetings restarting, depending on what rules are relaxed in June. Shoots have 

started again, Simple. 

 

  Firearms license holders and those members who collect prohibited or controlled weapons must renew their 

annual membership to retain their collector’s Status. We as a recognized collecting club may be asked to report 

ALL and ANY members who either resign or are not financial. This I assure you will be done if requested so 

we do not jeopardize our authorized club status. 

 



Subscription reminders will be sent out in June. A new process will be followed now regards Membership 

renewal cards.  Instead of Richard spending many hours printing new Membership Cards every year, he has 

come up with a new idea to simply send out date sticker indicating you have renewed membership. Simply stick 

the new date sticker over the old expiry date, and voila the new expiry date is displayed. 

 

   The Parthian Shot club newsletter is available to be sent to your email address in colour, rather than receiving 

a printed black & white copy via Australia Post. If you would prefer to receive it via email and be able to store 

it electronically for later retrieval, then please let Richard or Sue know so we can get your email address listed. 

By receiving it electronically, it also saves mailing and printing expenses, which the club must pay for. 

 

The Ted Harvey Black Powder Shoot (photos below) which was to be held in May would have been the third 

twilight shoot, but not to be a night shoot this year. 2022 will be the next evening one. 

 

   For any of our members and partners who are having health issues and may need support from our club for 

anything, please contact a committee member and we will see if we can help in some way. As we are an ageing 

club, members seem to have these health issues more often with all of our youthful abuses catching up with us. 

 

 Club licenses and permit renewals are in their sunset times now and up for renewal. Chris is attending to Club 

Dealer Display Permit, I have filled in Ammunition Sellers permit, shooting dates applied for and more to 

follow. 

   

Again, leave this with you, in collecting, Gee Pee 

 

                                
 

                               



During WWII, these planes were often flown by 

young boys! Uncle Sam sent  many of his sons to war 

with the absolute minimum of training. Some fighter 

pilots entered combat in 1942 with less than one hour in 

their assigned  aircraft.   Apparently, no-one worried 

about the nose art on the bombers.  

I believe, even if it gave these poor young pilots 

something to distract them momentarily, it was well 

worth it. Sadly, in today’s world of political correctness 

gone mad, the semi-naked figures would have been 

banned. 

More Airmen died in WWII than Marines. Below the pictures there are amazing stats for the Army Air 

corps in WWII. 

   

WWII Statistics Army Air corps. 

Almost 1,000  Army planes disappeared en route from the US to foreign locations.  But an  eye-watering 

43,581 aircraft were lost overseas including 22,948 on combat missions (18,418 against the Western Axis) 

and 20,633 attributed to non-combat  causes overseas. 

In a single 376  plane raid in August 1943, 60 B-17s were shot down. That was a 16 percent loss  rate and 

meant 600 empty bunks in England .  In 1942-43 it was  statistically impossible for bomber crews to 

complete a 25-mission tour in  Europe . 

Pacific theatre  losses were far less (4,530 in combat) owing to smaller forces  committed.  The worst B-29 

mission, against Tokyo on May 25, 1945, cost  26 Super fortresses, 5.6 percent of the 464 dispatched from 

the Marianas. 

 

On average, 6,600 American servicemen died per month during WWII, about 220 a  day. By the end of the 

war, over 40,000 airmen were killed in combat theatres and another 18,000 wounded.  Some 12,000 missing 

men were declared dead, including a number "liberated" by the Soviets but never returned.  More  than 

41,000 were captured, half of the 5,400 held by the Japanese died in  captivity, compared with one-tenth in 

German hands.   Total combat casualties were pegged at 121,867. 

 

US manpower made up the deficit.  The AAF's peak strength was reached in 1944 with  2,372,000 

personnel, nearly twice the previous year's figure. 

 



The losses were huge---but so were production totals.  From 1941 through 1945, American  industry 

delivered more than 276,000 military aircraft. That number was enough not only for US Army, Navy and 

Marine Corps, but for allies as diverse as Britain, Australia, China, and Russia.  In fact, from 1943 onward, 

America produced more planes than Britain and Russia combined.  And more than Germany and Japan 

together 1941-45. 

However, our  enemies took massive losses.  Through much of 1944, the Luftwaffe sustained uncontrolled 

haemorrhaging, reaching 25 percent of aircrews and 40  planes a month. And in late 1944 into 1945, nearly 

half the pilots in  Japanese squadrons had flown fewer than 200 hours.  The disparity of two years before 

had been completely reversed. 

 

Experience  Level: 

 

Uncle Sam sent  many of his sons to war with absolute minimums of training. Some fighter pilots entered 

combat in 1942 with less than one hour in their assigned  aircraft. 

 

The 357th  Fighter Group (often known as The Oxford Boys) went to England in late 1943 having trained on 

P-39s.   The group never saw a Mustang until shortly before its first combat mission. 

 

A high-time P-51 pilot had 30 hours in type.  Many had fewer than five hours.  Some had one hour. 

 

With arrival of new aircraft, many combat units transitioned in combat.  The attitude was, "They all have a 

stick and a throttle.  Go fly “em." When the famed 4th Fighter Group converted from P-47s to P-51s in 

February 1944, there was no time to stand down for an orderly transition.    

 

The Group commander, Col. Donald Blakeslee, said, "You can learn to fly `51s on the way to the target.   

 

A future P-47 ace said, "I was sent to England to die."  He was not alone.    

 

Some fighter pilots tucked their wheels in the well on their first combat mission with one previous flight in 

the aircraft.  Meanwhile, many bomber crews were still learning their trade:  of Jimmy Doolittle's 15 pilots 

on the April 1942 Tokyo raid, only five had won their wings before 1941.    

 

All but one of the 16 co-pilots were less than a year out of flight school. 

 

In WWII flying safety took a back seat to combat.  The AAF's worst accident rate was recorded by the A-36 

Invader version of the P-51: a staggering 274 accidents  per 100,000 flying hours.    

 

Next worst were the P-39 at 245, the  P-40 at 188, and the P-38 at 139.  All were Allison powered. 

 

Bomber wrecks were fewer but more expensive.  The B-17 and B-24 averaged 30 and 35 accidents per 

100,000 flight hours, respectively-- a horrific figure considering that from 1980 to 2000 the Air Force's 

major mishap rate was less than 2. 

 

The B-29 was even worse at 40; the world's most sophisticated, most capable, and most  expensive bomber 

was too urgently needed to stand down for mere safety reasons. The AAF set a reasonably high standard for 

B-29 pilots, but the desired figures were seldom attained. 

 

The original cadre of the 58th Bomb Wing was to have 400 hours of multi-engine time, but  there were not 

enough experienced pilots to meet the criterion.  Only ten percent had overseas experience.  Conversely, 

when a $2.1 billion B-2  crashed in 2008, the Air Force initiated a two-month "safety pause" rather than 

declare a "stand down", let alone grounding. 

 

The B-29 was no better for maintenance. Though the R3350 was known as a complicated,  troublesome 

power-plant, no more than half the mechanics had previous experience with the Duplex Cyclone.   But they 

made it work. 



 

Navigators: 

Perhaps the greatest unsung success story of AAF training was Navigators.  

 

The Army graduated some 50,000 during the War.  And many had never flown out of sight of land before 

leaving "Uncle Sugar" for a war zone.  Yet the huge majority found their way across oceans and continents 

without getting lost or running out of fuel --- a stirring tribute to the AAF's educational establishments 

 

Cadet to Colonel: 

 

It was possible for a flying cadet at the time of Pearl Harbor to finish the war with eagles on his 

shoulders.  That was the record of John D Landers, a 21-year-old Texan, who was commissioned a second 

lieutenant on December 12, 1941.  He joined his combat squadron with 209 hours total flight time, including 

2 in P-40s.  He finished the war as a full colonel, commanding an 8th Air Force Group --- at age 24. 

 

As the training pipeline filled up, however those low figures became exceptions.  

 

By early 1944, the average AAF fighter pilot entering combat had logged at least 450 hours, usually 

including 250 hours in training.  At the same time, many captains  and first lieutenants claimed over 600 

hours. 

 

FACT: 

 

At its height in mid-1944, the Army Air Forces had 2.6 million people and nearly 80,000 aircraft of all 

types.  

 

Today the US Air Force employs 327,000 active personnel (plus 170,000 civilians) with 5,500+ manned and 

perhaps 200 unmanned aircraft.  

 

The 2009 figures represent about 12 percent of the manpower and 7 percent of the airplanes of the WWII 

peak. 

 

IN  SUMMATION: 

 

Whether there will ever be another war like that experienced in 1940-45 is doubtful, as fighters and bombers 

have given way to helicopters and remotely controlled drones over Afghanistan and Iraq .  But within living 

memory, men left the earth in 1,000-plane formations and fought major battles five miles high,  leaving a 

legacy that remains timeless.   



 

 
Shelves lay bare at a Virginia gun store / Stephen 

Gutowski (21/5/21) 

Manufacturers Say Ammo Shortage Will Stretch 

Out for Years 

America is more than a year into the latest ammunition 

shortage, and it appears supply will not catch up with 

demand anytime soon. 

As store shelves lie barren and prices for the most popular ammunition hover at two, three, or even five 

times their pre-pandemic levels, manufacturers said they are still scrambling to bring enough product to 

market. They said they are still working through several years’ worth of orders that have already been 

placed. 

“On certain products, we are certainly seeing backlogs that stretch out two years and beyond,” Brett 

Flaugher, president of Winchester Ammunition, told The Reload. “For those who shoot 9mm and 5.56 

ammunition, which are both in high demand, it’s very uncertain how long it will be before people will 

consistently have ammunition readily available.” 

“I’m looking at two and a half years’ worth of demand already on order,” Jason Hornady, vice president 

of Hornady Manufacturing Company, told The Reload. “So, I’m not seeing a slowdown for two and a half 

years.” 

The shortage has become bad enough that many gun owners have simply stopped shooting for months on 

end. Some ranges have even run out of ammo to sell not just to customers who want to take it home but also 

those who want to use it on the range. 

“People have been saying for a long time they haven’t shot guns because there’s no ammo to shoot,” 

Brandon Wexler, owner of Wex Gunworks in Delray Beach, Florida, told The Reload. “And they don’t want 

to shoot what they have right now.” 

Retailers like Wexler said they still have trouble stocking their shelves. Lucky Gunner, one of the largest 

online ammunition dealers in the country, said it faces wait times to get ammo unlike anything it has 

experienced before. 

“At this point, the total amount of ammo that we have on backorder from manufacturers is up year over year 

and sits at an all-time high for us,” Anthony Welsch, a spokesman for the company, told The Reload. 

A Demand Problem - He said the issue was less about supply slowing down and more about demand 

continuing at a pace the industry hasn’t seen before. 

“We’ve seen manufacturers continue to deliver product at steady intervals, but once it’s available for sale, it 

just doesn’t last long,” Welsch said. 

Flaugher said the industry is simply struggling to keep up. He said three main factors have driven sales and 

continue to drive them beyond the industry’s ability to expand supply. The first was pandemic-induced 

safety concerns that drove millions of Americans to purchase guns for the first time. The second was the 

increased participation in recreational shooting and hunting during the lockdowns. The third was concern 

over new gun-control legislation after President Joe Biden won the 2020 election and Democrats who favour 

new restrictions took control of the Senate. 

https://winchester.com/
https://www.hornady.com/
https://shop.wexgunworks.com/
https://www.luckygunner.com/
https://www.nssf.org/articles/taking-stock-of-record-setting-2020-firearm-year/
https://thereload.com/


“We have certainly experienced unprecedented demand for all categories of ammunition over the past 

year—rimfire, centrefire rifle and pistol, as well as our shotshell products,” Flaugher said. “Over the past 

year, we’ve seen more than 21 million firearms sold, with over 9 million to first-time gun buyers. This is an 

incredible number. Overall, more than 52 million people in the U.S. participate in the shooting sports, which 

is actually 2.5 times higher than the number of people who golf.” 

Hornady estimated demand jumped to a degree that most industries could not keep up with, let alone a 

centuries-old one built around physical manufacturing. 

“If General Motors or the NFL, or you pick the industry, all of a sudden had 9 million new customers, how 

would they react? What would they do?” he said. “I mean, if the NFL all of a sudden had 9 million more 

people who want to go to games, what the hell are they gonna do? They’d have to build new stadiums. If 

they had to build new stadiums, how long is that going to take?” 

And he said the surge only got worse as the year went along. 

“Last year, we were up 30 percent-ish,” Hornady said. “Our whole industry was up 30 percent-ish. In the 

short term, you do what you can to maximize hours and maximize what you can. We got that 30 percent, 

and now the market is asking me for another, not just 30 percent, it’s asking for 80 percent.” 

Numbers from one of the world’s largest ammo makers back up Hornady’s estimate. 

Ammunition sales are the largest part of Vista Outdoors shooting sports business which, in turn, is the 

largest segment of the publicly traded company. Vista’s combined ammunition brands, including Federal 

Premium and newly acquired Remington, represent the largest share of the commercial market in the United 

States. Vista Outdoor did not agree to an interview with The Reload but did provide links to the 

company’s latest earnings reports, which show its sales were up more than 27 percent in the past fiscal year. 

Sales increased even further in the quarter that ended in March 2021. 

“Sales increased 37 percent to $403 million compared with the prior year quarter, primarily driven by strong 

demand for commercial ammunition and hunting and shooting accessories,” the company said in a 

statement. 

Like Winchester, Vista said it expects “continued increased demand” for ammunition due to the pandemic 

and political atmosphere in the United States. It said its customer base had expanded as well. 

The company said in its SEC filings that the broadened consumer base “has resulted in a much larger total 

addressable market opportunity for the industry and for our company. We expect to see continued increases 

in participation as consumers look to local outdoor activities as a substitute for travel and other competing 

pursuits impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

No Easy Fix 

Hornady said the industry is already at max capacity, and increasing supply is difficult. 

“I can promise you, even though they’re my competitors, every guy I know in the ammo business is trying 

to make as much as possible,” he said. “We don’t want to make 30 percent more. We want to make 50 or 

100 percent more. And every one of us wishes right now we had an extra factory sitting around ready to go. 

But that’s not very practical.” 

Spinning up a new factory involves buying dozens of specialty machines and custom installing them into a 

new space. It’s a process that costs a great deal of money and can take up to a year. Hornady Manufacturing 

Company had actually finished building a new factory in the lead up to 2020. 

https://d18rn0p25nwr6d.cloudfront.net/CIK-0001616318/d409465a-6632-4aac-9074-e92f3f2332e9.pdf
https://investors.vistaoutdoor.com/news/news-details/2021/Vista-Outdoor-Reports-Record-Fourth-Quarter-and-Fiscal-Year-2021-Operating-Results/default.aspx
https://investors.vistaoutdoor.com/news/news-details/2021/Vista-Outdoor-Reports-Record-Fourth-Quarter-and-Fiscal-Year-2021-Operating-Results/default.aspx
https://d18rn0p25nwr6d.cloudfront.net/CIK-0001616318/d409465a-6632-4aac-9074-e92f3f2332e9.pdf


“We just built a new factory 18 months ago, which we moved into and more than doubled our space,” 

Hornady said. “We’re very rapidly filling the space we have. We were doing that whether there was an 

election, a pandemic, or a riot. We were already planning to grow.” 

But the problem for manufacturers who are considering building new plants is uncertainty about where 

demand will ultimately settle out. If a company like Hornady, which has more than 500 employees, bets big 

on building another new factory and demand flattens back out before it’s finished, they could lose millions 

and be forced to lay people off. That’s why Hornaday relies on long-term plans instead of trying to react to 

the peaks and valleys in demand. 

“I remember my father having to lay people off as a young person,” he said. “And that is something I don’t 

want to do. I want to keep everybody busy as long as we can. That’s important to us.” 

Neither Winchester nor Vista Outdoor provided details on whether they planned to open new factories in the 

coming months or years. 

Prices on the Rise - The imbalance of supply and demand has dramatically affected ammo prices. But it’s 

not just the reduced supply of finished rounds creating the problem. It’s also the reduced supply of basic 

materials being felt across many industries, including construction and computer chip manufacturing. 

“The unfortunate part is we had to take our first mid-year price increase across the board starting June 1 of 

this year, and it was roughly a 10 percent increase,” Hornady said. “But we didn’t have a choice. Material 

costs are through the roof. Copper was $2.45 a pound a year ago. Today it’s trading at $4.50. And that is, in 

my career of 51 years, the all-time high. We go through several hundred pounds of copper a month. Zinc is 

the same way. Steel is the same way.” 

Hornady had bought eight months of supplies for ammunition making when the pandemic began to make 

sure they could keep going regardless of where the market went. But shortages have popped up where the 

company never expected to see them. 

“Where we’ve been caught off guard is things like tape and cardboard,” he said. “There’s a cardboard 

shortage right now. The other one is freight. There is a definite freight shortage occurring in the United 

States and, actually, globally too. Even just truck freight is overwhelmed and in short supply.” 

Wexler said he’s gone from selling 9mm ammunition, one of the most popular handgun rounds in the world, 

for about 22 cents per round to 60 cents per round. And he’s actually undercutting the rest of the market. 

“I’ve seen 9mm at ranges for a dollar a round, straight up,” he said. “It’s ridiculous.” Welsch said anyone 

“looking for a specific load or bullet” is going to face long waits or exorbitant prices. Prices for the most 

desirable ammunition have been pushed beyond reason. 

“We saw a case of 6.5 PRC, which right now if you have that it’s going like cocaine laced with gold, go for 

$1,800 the other day,” Hornady said. A case used to go for around $550. 

A Summer Cool Down? - The onset of summer could offer a reprieve. Demand for firearms and 

ammunition has traditionally followed a seasonal pattern, with summer experiencing the lowest levels. If 

demand wanes as temperatures rise, manufacturers could get some breathing room. 

“This summer should tell us a lot about what to expect moving forward,” Welsch said. “[The slowdown] 

could afford the supply side of the market a chance to catch up.” 

Wexler said he’s already seen supply creep up a bit. 

“I feel like some ammo is being put out there,” he said. “I’m not saying in any large amounts, but when 

you’re used to getting nothing, it’s noticeable.” 

https://www.constructiondive.com/news/experts-construction-material-shortages-to-continue-in-2021/592705/
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2021/05/22/the-global-chip-shortage-is-here-for-some-time


But neither man was confident things would return to 

normal. Welsch said even with a slowdown, “it would 

not be surprising to see hunters struggling to find 

some of the more niche rifle calibres this fall” because 

“supplies of .243 Winchester, .22-250, and .30-30 

ammo are incredibly tight with little sign of change 

coming quickly.” Wexler said a self-perpetuating 

cycle of buying, shooting, and re-buying driven by 

pent-up demand makes it hard see when things get 

back to normal even after the ammo supply increases. 

“It’s such a hard prediction,” he said. “I think the 

ammo that comes out, people are going to suck up 

because they want to build their supply, and they want 

to be able to shoot. And if they shoot, they’re going to 

need more ammo.” 

Hornady was more certain and even less optimistic. 

“This business is going to continue on the pace it is 

for the next 18 months to two and a half years,” he 

said. “That’s how long it’s gonna be before you walk in and find a box of .223 and come back tomorrow and 

buy a box of .223 or 9mm, or you pick the calibre.” 

 

 

 



Little importance  has ever made in the local area of Arthur Wellesley Bayley, born Newbridge on
March 28, 1865, to John and Rosanna Bayley, nee Williams, until recent years.
It is recorded that John Bayley mined at Sandy Creek, now Tarnagulla, for a short time before
settling in Newbridge where  he was a butcher.
Bayley was soon offering King’s Paddock, containing 1000 acres, for lease or horses taken in for
agistment at 1/6 per week (15 cents). The land is on the Newbridge to Kangaroo Flat road. By mid
July 1871 several hay stacks belong to Bayley had been torched by local farmer James Walker
As both John and Rosanna had died by 1873 Arthur was sent to live with his grandmother Mary
Williams, a hotelier at Rupanyup.
Arthur Bayley left for North Queensland around 1881. He is known to have prospected at Charters
Towers, Normanton, Hughenden, Palmer and Croydon he at some time forming a partnership with
his brother Tom until 1885 when he formed a partnership with William Ford. Bayley briefly returned
to Victoria but during 1887

Bayley next set off for Perth with just 30/- ($3) in his pocket. He walked 400kms out to the
Southern Cross rush,  then onto the Murchison and Ashburton goldfields where he prospected
with - Taylor, before returning to Perth where he once again met up with Ford, in 1892. Bayley and
Ford walked  out to  the Mount Kenneth and Mount Burges area, about 400kms north east of Perth
before going to Southern Cross to get supplies - around June 1892.
They were eventually being lured to a native soak known as the Coolgardie. They began specking
being quickly rewarded with nuggets that lay on the ground at Fly Flat. Bayley returned to Perth
with 554 ounces of raw gold. 
It was here that he registered his claim as Bayley’s Reward - September 1892. It is recorded that
the two men had extracted more than 50,000 ounces of gold from their five acre claim in the first
six months. Bayley and Ford sold their claim to Sylvester Browne  for 6000/0/0 ($10,000) and a
sixth share - around October 1893. It was around this time that Bayley married.
Bayley returned to Victoria he purchasing a 1200ha farm at Avenel, he employing his brother as
manager as Arthur was busy investing into other businesses in the Seymour - Avenel area.
John Bayley died on October 29, 1896, probably through mining dust and heavy drinking, he being
buried at Avenel, about 115 km east south east of Bendigo. His grave is marked by some fifteen
blocks of granite, it being restored by the Coolgardie council in 1992.
Also buried in the Avenel cemetery are  John (Red) Kelly, born near Molyglass, Co. Tipperary,
Ireland February 20, 1820. He was transported to Van Dieman’s Land (now Tasmania) for pig
stealing on August 7, 1841. 
Kelly married Ellen Quinn, aged eighteen years, on November 18, 1850. They purchased land at
Beveridge in 1854 where he built a weatherboard house that still stands to this day. The family
moved further north to Avenel, around 1864, where John Kelly was charged with theft of a calf
which he slaughtered however the charge was eventually down graded to possession of a hide.
Kelly died in the Kilmore gaol on December 28,  1865, he being buried in a grave that has a low
fenced and a small headstone, he being the father of the infamous Ned Kelly.
It was around 1860 that Edward Kelly, as a young man, began his “apprenticeship” with
bushranger Harry Power. It was not long before Ned had learnt all the tricks of the trade 
An information board for Arthur Bayley can be seen just to the south of the hall, corner Lyons
(Wimmera highway) and Burke street, Newbridge. If you look over the board towards the Loddon
river you well see a large red gum tree. The butchers shop stood near this tree.

Comment : Bayley’s Reward was worked continuously up until 1963, it have yielded over 500,000
of gold.
The main street of Coolgardie is named in Bayley’s honour.

Arthur Wellesley Bayley of Newbridge, born in 1865



The information board at Newbridge with tree in 
background.

Below:The grave of Arthur Wellesley Bayley 
at Avenel 

cemetery.

This must be one of the tallest and most 
elaborate headstones of any that I have seen.

Above: Monument to Bayley and Ford outside 
Perth mint, Hay street.

GCCA Provisional Calendar of Events – provided  Lockdowns in Victoria are not in place on the dates listed 
for Events

3rd June June Committee Meeting.  Cancelled due to current Convid Lockdown in Victoria

8th June June General Meeting.  Quarry Hill Community Hall, 53 Hamlet Street, Quarry Hill.

20th June Collectors Shoot at the Shelbourne Quarry Range

10-11th July 32nd Eureka Arms & Militaria Fair. Ballarat Sports & Events Centre, Norman St., West of the        
Norman St, Creswick Road (A300) (03) 5342 4333

21-22 Aug. 37th Annual Arms & Collectables Show. Bendigo Multi Sports Complex. 1-3 Waterson Court, 
Golden Square. (off Allingham Street, parallel to the Railway line)
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Aussie Humour at its best 

  

A BANK officer recently heard the following explanation for a farmer’s financial trouble. 

 

"It all started back in '67 when they changed from pounds to dollars - me bloody overdraft 

doubled.  

 

Then they brought in kilograms instead of pounds - me bloody wool clip dropped by half. 

Then they changed rain to millimetres, and we haven't had an inch of rain since. 

 

They brought in Celsius, and it never got over 40 degrees, no wonder me bloody wheat won't 

grow 

 

Then they changed acres to hectares, and I end up with half the bloody land I had. 

 

By this time, I'd had it, and decided to sell out. I got the place in the agent's hands when they 

changed from miles to kilometres. 

 

Now, I'm too far out of town for anyone to buy the bloody place!’’ 

 

Little Johnny's Breakfast 

A grade three teacher is giving a lesson on nutrition, and she decides to ask her students what 

they had for breakfast.  

To add a spelling component, she asks the students to also spell their answers. 

Susan puts up her hand and says she had an egg, 'E-G-G'.   

'Very good', says the teacher.  

Peter says he had toast 'T-O-A-S-T'    'Excellent.'  

Johnny has his hand up and the teacher reluctantly calls on him.  

'I had bugger all', he says, 'B-U-G-G-E-R-A-L-L'.  

The teacher is mortified and scolds Johnny for his rude answer.   

Later when the lesson turns to geography, she asks the students some rudimentary questions.  

Susan correctly identifies the Capital of Canada. Peter is able to tell her which ocean is off 

Canada's east coast.  

When it's Johnny's turn, the teacher remembers his rude answer from the nutrition lesson and 

decides to give him an extremely difficult question.  

Johnny, she asks, 'Where is the Pakistani border?'  

Johnny ponders the question and finally says, 'The Pakistani boarder is in bed with my mother.   

That's why I got bugger all for breakfast' 

 

 

 



Vietnam War Stories  

A Skilled and Heroic Chopper Pilot 

Upon arrival to D Troop in December of 1967, a new 2nd Lieutenant named Allen “Ace” Cozzalio made a 

quick impression as a renegade pilot that led from the front. He loved the cavalry and its historical elements.  

 

                                                    
When not flying, he was often be seen wearing the traditional 1860s blue cavalry uniform with a yellow 

scarf, stetson hat, and cavalry officer’s saber. Always the cowboy, instead of using briefcases to carry 

around massive amounts of paperwork like other pilots, “Ace” opted to use saddlebags instead. 

 

During his eighteen months in Vietnam, Allen Ace Cozzalio was shot down six times. On several other 

occasions he brought his Loach back home so damaged from enemy fire that it was no longer flyable. He 

received every medal for valour except the Medal of Honour. 

Among his legendary exploits, Cozzalio, after seeing a Huey crash and explode in flames, landed his OH-6 

Loach nearby and he and his crew chief rescued the unconscious pilot and co-pilot.  

 

Cozzalio and his crew chief received the Soldier’s Medal for their actions that day. 

Following the 9th Infantry Division’s Battle of Phu My, Cozzalio was awarded the Distinguished Service 

Cross for performing an incredible act of bravery. Seeing that a 90-man unit crossing an open field was 

pinned down by NVA machine gun fire from a reinforced bunker, he landed his Loach on top of the bunker 

while his gunner jumped out and tossed a grenade into it. Cozzalio lifted off just before the grenade 

exploded and destroyed the bunker. 

#VietnamWarStories #vietnamvet #Salute #usmilitary #americanmilitary #VietnamWar 

#vietnamwarfootageandstories #usarmy #VietnamWarVeteran #usarmyvet #neverforget #heroes 

#HeroesInUniform #neverforgotten #aviation  

Original description and photos sourced by vva.org 
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