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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433 (Message machine—Please speak clearly)  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th August 2020   
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then…) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
No meeting in June.  You need to find a way to pay, before 30th 

 
We possibly could have a meeting in July.  Contact the Secre-
tary if you intend to attend that meeting.   
 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

             They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. Call at 8.30am 
 

 

     



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
Welcome Members, 
          
I hope you are all well as we head into 
Ballarat’s winter.  
Sadly, in May and, after he had a short 
illness, we lost one of our stalwart mem-
bers Ron Disney.  
Ron’s irreverent banter with patrons at our 
Arms and Militaria Fair and meetings, will 
be sorely missed.  
We extend our heartfelt condolences to his 
family.  
  
In the 2 months since my last report there 
have been a number of happenings that 
bear mention. The actions taken against 
gun dealers by most state governments 
were deplorable.  
Where a sporting shop could allow a num-
ber of people into the shop to buy fishing 
tackle or camping gear the same amount of 
people they were not able to purchase fire-
arms or ammunition. It obviously wasn’t a 
people issue but a gun issue.  
Then to have some very senior Victorian 
state politicians indicate this was to pre-
vent domestic violence was just rubbing 
salt into the wound.  
A number of representative groups began 
actions with various state governments to 
roll back the restrictions, the most notable 
being the SSAA and the NSC.  
The approaches taken were poles apart. 
One included opening a dialogue whereas 
the other involved litigation.  
Then began a bunch of unnecessary bick-
ering and finger pointing over what was 
the most appropriate way to deal with the 
situation.   
My two cents worth is, dialogue will only 
get you so far if the other party is willing 
to listen. Litigation, whether successful or 
not puts the other party on notice that you 
are serious. There is a place for both.  
Unfortunately this is another example of 
the lack of unity we constantly see. Inci-
dentally the litigation processes in both 
Victoria and Western Australia have pro-
ceeded to the next step.  

Whether at the end there is some form of 
accountability is anyone’s guess. Whilst 
the pointless restrictions around firearm 
and ammunition sales have been lifted, 
steps need to be in place to ensure such 
targeted discrimination does not occur 
again. 
  
By now the majority of our members 
should be aware of the cancellation of this 
year’s Arms and Militaria Fair. This was 
an extremely disappointing turn of events 
however with restrictions in place, there 
was no choice.  
Rest assured we will return next year. With 
a revision of restrictions shorty due, I hope 
we can see a resume to Society meetings in 
the near future.  
 
Continue to stay safe and soon we will be 
through all this and can return to what will 
become our new normal, gun shows and 
Society meetings.  
 
As I have said before, keep an eye on the 
Society website and Facebook page for 
any indications of the resumption of meet-
ings.  
 
Finally, a reminder that annual subs are 
due BY the 30th June.  A late fee of $20 
applies and, if you haven’t paid 28 days 
after the due date, you will no longer be a 
member.  It’s on the form you signed to 
join. 
 
Take care and I hope to see you soon. 

    

Yours in collecting, 

 
 

Andrew Day. 

 
 



 

Editorial 
I endorse Andrews remarks about the 
passing of Ron Disney.  So sad and so 
unexpected. RIP.  
 
Change of topic...We simply do not 
know when the restrictions will be lift-
ed and in what order.  Enough to say to 
have 20 plus persons in one small ven-
ue, is still very iffy. Therefore, the June 
meet will not go ahead.  
 
July on the other hand, might be a goer, 
if we can and, if members are prepared 
to venture out, in winter.   
For July therefore, I need a clear indi-
cation of who might attend.  You do 
that by contacting me.  If I don’t take 
the call, please clearly leave your name 
and a phone and, if there is say, 20 per-
sons interested, then we will open the 
venue, If less, we won’t .  You will be 
advised either way. 
 
August is our AGM, for which we need 
a minimum of 23 members present, to 
pass (or not) the Annual Financial Re-
port and to vote in a committee of man-
agement. (or not)  
 
There would be a video for the meet-
ing, but refreshments will probably not 
be served, and the kitchen will be off-
limits, due to social distancing. 
 
If restrictions still hold up our business, 
then we can hold the AGM in Septem-
ber.  The report does not need to be 
handed in (this year) till December. 
 
Our Facebook page and associated pag-
es, seem to be taking on a life of it’s 
own.  A number of members post there 
on a regular basis.  However, contact 
with the club should be made by phone 

directly to the Secretary, or by using 
the Contact Us form on the website.  
This is because, Facebook is simply not 
secure, by any stretch of the imagina-
tion. 
 
Change of topic again... 
I know a number of members will have 
been hit in the back pocket because of 
the virus restrictions, but… You still 
need to pay on time (June 30) or add a 
$20 late fee.   Details on the Members 
Page on the site. 
If you can’t work it out, ask a 10 year 
old to work the site for you. (and take 
notes) <ballaratarms.com.au> 
 
If membership is not renewed by 28th 
July, then sadly, you will no longer be 
on our membership list.   
All members were sent a letter explain-
ing this, a while back and, you signed 
off on this, on the application form.   
 
You could be putting your collection at 
risk, by not having a membership with 
an approved club. 
 
Mean time, please stay safe. 
 
Ed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Whitney Wolverine was the brainchild of research engineer Robert L Hill-

berg. Conceived in the early 1950’s production began in 1956. Whitney Firearms, Inc., a 

company named for pioneer gun manufacturer Eli Whitney was formed for this purpose.  

The Whitney Wolverine name came from two origins. Eli Whitney, who was 

the creator of the Whitney Navy Revolver and the original Whitney Arms Inc., and the 

University of Michigan Wolverines, Hillberg's favourite American Football team. With 

its futuristic “ray gun” looks, sweeping lines and a frame cast of lightweight aluminium 

alloy the Wolverine was ahead of its time. Unfortunately being ahead of its time was the 

least of its problems. Initial production cost estimates proved to be lower than was re-

quired, putting a financial strain on the company. Further complicating production was 

the fact that the Lyman Gun Sight Company had previously copyrighted the name 

"Wolverine" for one of their products. A gentlemen’s agreement between both parties 

saw the name “Wolverine” dropped. It was then known simply as the “Whitney pistol”. 

A sole distributor contract Hillberg had brokered with J. L. Galef proved to be the major 

downfall of the company. With a poor marketing campaign, leading to poor sales and an 



 

 

 

inability to distribute their own product  Whitney Firearms Inc., ceased production in 

1957. A total of some 11000 units were produced, of these only 900 were claimed to be 

the nickel plated versions.   

Rather than throw his hands in the air and declare bankruptcy, Hillberg was 

able to sell the company to Charles Lowe in early 1958. In an attempt to circumvent the 

contract with Galef, Lowe started the Whitney Firearms Company. This ploy failed and 

Galef brought a lawsuit against Lowe that dragged out to 1962 before eventually being 

settled out of court. Within this time Lowe is said to have produced only 2500 units, 

which were kept in storage until the lawsuit was settled.  Skip forward to 2005 and 

Olympic Arms began production of the Whitney Wolverine with the blessing of Robert 

Hillberg. Olympic Arms made a number of changes with their version of the pistol, the 

most significant being a polymer moulded frame with a ventilated rib. Their model also 

included new colours, black, tan and………pink. With some small amount of success 

Olympic Arms wrapped up production in 2017. The Olympic Arms offering lacked the 

style of the original aluminium framed version which likely deterred purists from pur-

chasing. The next chapter in life of the Whitney Wolverine is yet to be written. The 

Samson Manufacturing Corporation, a firearms parts manufacturer from the USA is the 

current owner of the original moulds and dies, not to mention a significant inventory of 

original parts from the 1950s that they obtained from the original manufacturer. At this 

stage there has been no definitive timeline given on this particular reincarnation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Whitney Wolverine is a blowback, hammer fired semi-automatic pistol 

in .22 Long Rifle. With a number of unique features it was billed as “Modern as Tomor-

row.” With a frame cast from aluminium alloy incorporating a tube where the traditional 

slide would be, the Wolverine is remarkably light. Low profile plastic grips complete the 

space gun look. The vast majority of production had an anodized dark blue finish with 

black or dark brown grips. A small number had a nickel plated finish with white plastic 

grips. With a list price of $45.95 back in the day, a mint nickel plated example recently 

sold for USD $3250.00. Within the tube of the frame we find the heart of the Wolverine. 

Another tube inside the frame tube is held in place with a knurled knob at the muzzle. As 

this tube is the area where the high pressures are concentrated, it is constructed of steel.  

This assembly houses the barrel, breechblock assembly and recoil spring. Operating 

without a traditional slide, the assembly functions in a piston fashion where the breech-

block slides rearward on blowback. Field stripping, if one can apply the term in this case 

is slightly complicated but not difficult. With a number of small parts that are held in 

place by the frame tube, disassembly is not recommended outside of a pristine, sterile 

vacuum sealed area. Stories abound of lost half moon clips and locating pins. 



 

 

 

 

As a collector, several variants of the Whitney Wolverine would be appealing. 

First and foremost the nickel plated version. It epitomises the whole space age look.  

A standard model with the “Wolverine” name on the upper tube would come 

close second. A standard model without the “Wolverine” name in the 100 000 serial 

range followed by a standard model in the 23000 range. This would complete the Whit-

ney Firearms Inc. range.  Next on the list would be one of the Whitney Firearms Compa-

ny models. With the Olympic Arms reincarnation, a black model and a tan model would 

add currency to the collection. Not sure if I could take a pink one seriously. 



 

 

 

I’m sure there will be more to the fascinating history of a pistol, ahead of its 

time, to come.  

Hopefully one day I can own a part of it. Anyone interested in the Whitney 

Wolverine and its history is urged to obtain a copy of Antonio J Taglienti’s book “The 

Whitney Wolverine.” With input from Bob Hillberg it contains much information on 

design and production that is not documented anywhere else. A must have for any Whit-

ney Wolverine fan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

2020-2021 membership renewal to BAAMCS 
 MUST be paid before June 30th 
 
The payment is $30       
 
The BSB is 063507   
Account 1025 7521(BallaratArms) 
 
Payment via… 
 
Electronic transfer-Your initial and surname, must be on the transfer de-
tails. 
 
Cash over the counter at a Combank branch, Your initial and surname 
MUST be on the transfer details. 
 
Cheque made out to BAAMCS and with your first and surname names 
written upon. 
 
Cash to Dave Wright Militaria in Sheppard St., Ballarat.  
Place notes in an envelope or a fold of paper with your full name upon.  
 
If possible, in ALL cases, use the Contact Us form to advise the Sec 
that you have paid. 
 
There will be NO meetings before close of payment date (June 30) 
 
 I only check Dave’s shop once a week. 
 
  I only go to the Post Box every once a week. 
 
   There will be no reminders, emails, texts.  
 
    Late payment will attract a late fee. 
 
On 28th July and thereafter, unfinancial members are removed from the 
membership list. 
 
 
Nick Smith (Hon Sec)  
 
 



 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Fire Pumps TOHATSU (Japanese)  Very high performance.   
Contact Clive Keays Engineering, Beaufort 0418 309 550 for details 
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

So, you have been watching videos.  Which film is this from?? 
 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 
And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 

 
Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  

could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 
 

Registered Mail takes a week to get to Melbourne.  Use Express Mail if  
unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   

Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 
 

http://www.rflb.com.au/

