
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memories came flooding back for member Tony Bysterveld Snr. when he saw this photo in “Arnhem – A 
Battle for the Bridges 1944” - a book by Anthony Beevor. Tony remembers the day well when he (as a six-
year-old) was part of the joyous crowd in Eindhoven greeting the  arrival of a very delayed Guards Armoured 
Parade 

THE BOMBING OF EINDHOVEN - SEPTEMBER 19TH, 1944 

Liberation came to the people of Eindhoven on September 18th, 1944 and they celebrated exuberantly. The 
Americans and British were greeted with cheers and chants. People danced in the streets; their joy was 
unprecedented.  On September 19th, 1944, Eindhoven was still partying. But in the course of the afternoon, 
the mood changed. There were rumours the Germans were advancing. In the evening, German Luftwaffe 
planes appeared overhead and bombed Eindhoven. They targeted the transit routes of the British Army 
Corps, whose vehicles, loaded with ammunition and fuel having nowhere to go, exploded. Altogether 227 
civilians were killed and another 800 wounded. With Arnhem and Nijmegen ablaze, and the centre of 
Eindhoven blasted by explosions, the joy of liberation had been cut short with brutality. 
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Opinions expressed by contributors and reproduced articles 

are the individual opinions of such contributors and not 

necessarily those of the Western Australia Arms & Armour 

Society (Inc.). Reproduced articles (or extracts) contained in 

this magazine are welcomed provided the source is 
acknowledged. The Editor reserves the right to accept, 

reject, and sub-edit material submitted for publication. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Happy New Year to everyone, it’s another year and the last one seems to have 
just flown by. One of my must dos for last year was to get our web page 
operational for members to login but that didn’t happen. It was recently updated 
but needs more work. Are there any takers for the job out there? 

We had a very successful and well attended annual function held at the RSL 
clubrooms on Saturday 18th January. It was a little worrying early on with numbers 
advising their acceptance being down but the all too familiar rush at the end 
saved the day and we started to relax. It was nowhere near as hot as the previous 
two years, but a few drinks went down very well with the bar bill being higher 
than normal. Nosh Catering again prepared a great meal for us with many 
members commenting on the standard of food and how enjoyable it was. I said something similar last year 
that no members ever comment that they would like a change but if anyone does then please either let 
Lorraine or myself know. Maybe something the new committee (AGM in March of course) can look at but 
when you need to cater for 60+ people venues are very limited. One thing different this year was to have 
our member, Mark Bradley (Professional musician) play and sing for us. We used part of a grant given to 
the RSL by the City of Canning to provide for entertainment at the RSL. Whilst Mark received a lot of 
recognition with many clapping there was no dancing except Tash behind the bar who really got into the 
groove.  It was certainly very pleasing to everyone that Barry attended the annual dinner and he looked so 
well. He hopes to attend more monthly meetings this year so you can come along and say g’day instead of 
just asking after him. 

Last year I was advising you on the possible closure of the RSL sub-branch at Cannington (our home for 15 
years this coming July) but I can now report that the club is going very well and is profitable with an all-
volunteer staff. I need to acknowledge Kingsley Highet (WAAAS Committee member) who is volunteering as 
Bar Manager. If anyone has the right credentials to serve behind the bar and would like to volunteer some 
of their spare time, then please either let Kingsley or myself know.  

Sadly, I have to report that our bar manager who used to look after us so well on meeting nights, Ken 
Lawrence alias “Crash” passed away recently and was buried in Albany on Friday 17th January alongside his 
son Scott, who passed away in 1999 aged 19. Several RSL members made the journey to say goodbye. It 
was only a few months ago that we found out that Crash had cancer and due to its severity, there was no 
treatment. In speaking with his wife Gaye, Crash was not in pain when he passed. Crash loved our Society 
and we loved him – Rest in peace, mate. 

Members will notice that the RSL clubrooms are back to normal. Many months ago, the RSL was broken 
into and besides alcohol being taken, the majority of the wall mounted firearms were stolen. Whilst they 
were covered by insurance our Society undertook to replace them leaving the RSL with the proceeds of the 
insurance claim to help prop up their bank account during the period of administration. Once again Barry 
Lathwell stepped up to the plate and donated more firearms to the RSL. Unfortunately, over Christmas 
there was another break-in attempt at the RSL. The intruder gained access to the office with the aid of a 
huge sledge hammer (one of the 10kg jobs- all on CCTV footage) but the safe stood up to the pounding and 
the actual solid doors to the club rooms themselves also sustained damage and broken locks but they 
prevented entry. My first thoughts when told of the break-in was  that the new guns were stolen but 
nothing was taken. However, over $5,000 damage was done,  fortunately it was all covered by insurance. 
Just a nuisance cleaning up and arranging new doors and safe etc. 

Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 4th March and the agenda is included with this newsletter. A 
nomination form has also been included as we need people to fill some vacant positions. We still do not 
have a Vice President and we could do with one or two more on the committee. Please give some thought 
to taking a position and don’t hesitate to contact me if you would like to know more or discuss a potential 
position on the committee. 

By now all members that are on our permit list should have received their Letter of Authority to transport 
their collectable firearms to the club sanctioned events for the full year of 2020, if not please contact 
Lorraine. 
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Last year we had a lot of “Show and Tell” items at our general meetings and several of our newer members 
participated, which was brilliant. The lucky drawer prize of $20 for those participating each month seems to 
be a hit. Please give some thought to bringing along some item/s this year. As a suggestion/thought the 
monthly letters for the following two months are as follows: 

March will be “C”: Cadet, Cleaning, Calendar, Cross, Cap, Calliper, Clip, Canada, Cup, Clasp, Cannon, 
Compass, Cavalry, China, Colt, Combat, Commando, Conversion, Certificate, Comet, Cache, Camera, 
camouflage, Campaign, Capsule, Carrier, Case, Chain, Chart, Corps. 

 And “D”: Dagger, Drill, Drum, Decapper, Dirk, Derringer, Dunkirk, Double barrel, Duelling, Dutch, 
Deactivated, Disposal, Doctor, D-Day, Dead, Deception, Disarm, Detonate, Dummy, Duty. 

April will be “E”: Enfield, Eastern, Ephemera, Experimental, Ethnic, Eley, English, Extraction, Export, Ersatz 
and Engineer. 

And “F”: Flint, Flintlock, Frame, French, Flare, Frog, Factory, Forging, Flack, Fighter, First and Force.  

Members can of course bring along whatever they wish.  

Kind regards  

 

 

 

 

5th February:  Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Gus Gintzburger –  The 
Libyan Conflict: the fall of Muammar Gaddafi and after. 

9th February:     Society MOVIE viewing of 1917: Palace Cinemas Raine Square, Murray St. Perth arriving 
from 1:30pm pre-show for viewing at 2:30pm. 

4th March:  Society AGM and meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:00pm [NOTE EARLIER TIME]. Guest 
speaker: Gus Gintzburger – The Syrian Conflict: A regional nightmare. 

1st April:  Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Graham Donley: Voluntary 
Enlistment Ballot Scheme of 1918. 

5th April:  Militaria Swap Meet, Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, 9:00am to 1:00pm. 

6th May:  Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Gus Gintzburger – French 
military support to Lawrence of Arabia. 

3rd  June:            Society meeting at the Cannington RSL, 7:30pm. Guest speaker: Geoff Crowhurst – TBA. 

21st June:           Militaria Swap Meet, Cannington Exhibition Centre & Showgrounds, 9:00am to 1:00pm. 

[Note: speakers are arranged for the year but may be subject to change, if you wish to do a monthly talk, 
contact Lindsay at: smithlindsay@bigpond.com]. 

 

The WAA&AS Committee extends a warm welcome to the  

         following members who have recently joined our ranks 

 

JOSHUA BELL  SHAUN FARMER  

STEPHEN ELLIOTT   DANTE BARRETT 

ELIAS HOLTHOUSE  MORRIS BARNES 

BRENT WEARMOUTH AARON REYNOLDS 

                      MICHAEL SAMULKIEWICZ 

JOSHUA BELL 

 

mailto:smithlindsay@bigpond.com
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EDITORS NOTES 
 

Well we are back for another year with the Annual Dinner being the first cab off 
the rank and as usual it all was enjoyed by those who attended. The food was 
filling and the entertainment a delight, and the catching up as usual at our 
events. Well done to the organisers, bring on next years. 

I don’t have much to comment on except to hope you can all attend the 
meetings over the year and bring something for the Show & Tell and to 
especially try to come to any outings we run over the coming year as well. We 
will try to put them out well in advance for you to note in your diary. 

I should mention that now is a good time to start thinking of what display you 
are going to put on for this year’s Fair as we do have lockable display cases that you can use. So put your 
thinking caps on. 

As usual, to end with a request from our Guest Speaker organizer Lindsay, who is working on the list for 
2020 and has the quite a few months sorted now but not all. So if you have a topic you would like to talk 
on, then please contact Lindsay Smith at: smithlindsay@bigpond.com and get your name down. 

Happy collecting. 

William 

 

PLANE SPEAKING 

 

The mention of Fokker Friendship in a recent letter to the Editor (7th January) brought a smile to my face as 

I recalled the last time I heard those words. I was working in a suburban primary school and one day an 

elderly Dutch gentleman who had flown Spitfires for the RAF in the Battle of Britain during World War Two 

dropped by to tell the children some of his experiences for a school project they were doing. 

Although spending most of his adult life in Perth, he still spoke with a heavy Dutch accent. “And so” he said 

“vun day I thought my number was up for sure. This Fokker got right on my tail and I couldn’t shake him 

off.” At this point I thought it prudent to explain to the kiddies that the Fokker the gentleman referred to 

was a type of fighter aircraft. “Dat is true my dear” replied the old chap with a twinkle in his eye. “But dat 

Fokker vas flying a Messerschmitt”! 

Letters to the Editor – The West Australian 9th January 2020  

mailto:smithlindsay@bigpond.com
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GUEST SPEAKER – NOVEMBER 2019  

GEOFF SMITH - THE SIR JOHN MONASH CENTRE 
In October 2018 Lorraine and I undertook a Battle Fields Tour with a private tour company called Camalou 
Battlefield Tours. This is a small company of Annette and husband Christian who have been specialising in 
personal guided battlefield tours of the Ypres Salient and the Somme since 1987. They have lived all their 
life on or close to the battlefields of Ypres and organize and guide individuals or small parties from 2 to 12 
people in Mercedes small coach/vans equipped with video equipment that we made use of on our 
journey to the Somme. 

We were based in Ypres or in Belgium known as Ieper (that’s ieper) or if you were an Aussie soldier you 
called it simply Wipers. We had a pure Australian tour that took in the most relevant trenches and 
significant battlefield sites from WWI, such as Hill 60, Hill 62, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Polygon Wood, 
Messines Ridge and more in the Ypres Salient. In the Somme we went to Thiepval, Pozieres, Mouquet 
farm, and Villers Bretonneux. 

ABOUT THE SIR JOHN MONASH CENTRE 

• Established by the Australian Government as a tribute to more than 295,000 Australians who 
served on the Western Front from 1916 to 1918 and the more than 46,000 who died there. 

• It is an enduring legacy of Australia’s ANZAC Centenary 2014-2018 and  opened to visitors on 16th 
April 2018 after being commissioned in 2006. 

• It was officially opened on ANZAC Day, 25th April 2018 by the then Australian Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull. "This new centre expresses our gratitude for all our men and women who 
fought—and continue to fight—for our values and our interests. And in the midst of the stone, and 
steel, and glass of this serene monument, we know that the best way to honour the diggers of 1918 
is to support the servicemen and women, the veterans and the families of today." 

• The Centre is named after General Sir John Monash,  who led the Australian Corps on the Western 
Front in 1918 with outstanding success, including the famous 4th July victory at Le Hamel. 

LOCATION OF THE CENTRE 

• The Centre was first proposed in 1998 and to be located at Le Hamel but this was abandoned until 
2006 with plans and design finally released in 2015 for the current location at Villers-Bretonneux. 

• The Centre is 90 minutes’ drive north of Paris. It is located 20km east of Amiens and halfway 
between Villers-Bretonneux and Corbie. 

• From Ypres, Belgium it is 175km and a little under two hours when only light traffic via E17 and E15.  

• The Centre stands alongside The Australian National Memorial, widely regarded as the most 
important Australian military memorial on foreign soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Set on the grounds of the Australian National Memorial and adjacent to the Villers-Bretonneux Military 
Cemetery in Northern France with the Cross of Sacrifice in the foreground 
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MEMORIAL  

• The Australian National Memorial located behind the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery honours 
the Australian soldiers who fought in France and Belgium, and who lie under the battlefields. 

• The Memorial consists of a central tower, with 
spectacular views of the surrounding 
countryside, flanked by two corner pavilions 
and linked by two white stone wing walls 
commemorating the 10,719 (10,773) Australian 
casualties of the Australian Imperial Force who 
died in France and who have no known grave. 

• During the Second World War the Memorial 
was used as an observation post by the French 
and was extensively damaged by German 
aircraft and ground fire. Although repairs were 
carried out, some scarring was retained and 
can still be seen on parts of the Memorial.  

 

An inscription has been carved into the walls on either 
side of the entrance to the tower. The inscription is in 
English on the left side and French on the right side 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN FORCE IN FRANCE AND FLANDERS 

1916-1918 AND OF ELEVEN THOUSAND WHO FELL IN 
FRANCE AND HAVE NO KNOWN GRAVE 

 

 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MEMORIAL and THE VILLERS-BRETONNEUX MILITARY CEMETERY 

• Before we venture into the Sir John Monash Centre a little more about the Australian National 
Memorial and adjoining cemetery. 

• The Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery is the largest Commonwealth war cemetery in the region 
of the Somme, with 2142 service men buried there. 

• The cemetery’s Stone of Remembrance bears an inscription selected by British author and poet 
Rudyard Kipling; whose son died while fighting in Belgium in 1915. 

THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR EVERMORE 
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THERE IS NO SPOT ON THE WHOLE OF THE TORTURED SOIL OF FRANCE WHICH IS 
MORE ASSOCIATED WITH AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS THAN VILLERS-BRETONNEUX 

                                                                                                                                                                Sir John Monash 

 

PREPARATION FOR CONSTRUCTION 

• First World War relics and ordnance were regularly uncovered during construction in rural 
northern-France. To prepare the site for construction of the Centre, a ground magnetic resonance 
imaging survey was conducted over the area to be excavated. 

• The survey revealed the presence of a large number of metallic objects, each requiring 
investigation due to the potential of live unexploded artillery or mortar shells might remain 
beneath the ground.  In total, over 230 kilograms of unexploded ordnance was recovered and 
safely removed from site and destroyed by France’s Interior Ministry. 

• Also found were around 150 objects, many of which 
were relics from the First World War. The 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs engaged a 
conservator to stabilise, preserve and catalogue 
these objects.   

Among these were a Lee Enfield rifle and helmet of 
the type used by Australians and British soldiers, 
and bottles and tins and remnants of cooking 
utensils and a number of personal items.  

Some of these objects feature in display cases inside 
the Centre.  

• Some bricks are imprinted with the daily slang of 
Australian soldiers like cobber, smoko and two-up. 

• On the steps leading down to the entrance, a mosaic of the rising sun has been created. 

• The triangular opening or ‘oculus’ which penetrates the meadow-roof of the building, which can be 
seen from the top of the tower. From inside the centre, the shape of the oculus is a function of the 
triangulated, coffered concrete ceiling but also, it opens up in the direction of the tower and allows 
the best view of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The chevron, a V-shaped line or stripe, is a powerful motif in the Sir John Monash Centre. It is 
featured in the timberwork panels through the foyer and surrounding the Immersive Gallery. The 
timbers have been selected to represent each State and Territory of Australia: 

• Queensland – Silky oak (Grevillea robusta) 
• New South Wales – Brushbox (Lophostemon confertus) 
• Australian Capital Territory – Casuarina (Casuarina cunninghamiana) 
• Victoria – Victorian Ash (Eucalpytus regnans/Eucalyptus delegatensis) 
• Tasmania – Huon Pine (Lagarostrobos franklinii) 
• Northern Territory – Red River Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 
• South Australia – Blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) 
• Western Australia – Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata)  
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GUEST SPEAKER – DECEMBER 2019 

ROGER HIGGINS - CONFEDERATE FIELD 

ARTILLERY 
THE FIELD ARTILLERY USED IN SUPPORT OF THE INFANTRY AND CAVALRY 

In the Confederate battery, it was four cannon, while in the Union it was 
six. This was due to the fact that the Confederates did not have the same 
amount of cannon that the Union forces had. They consisted of mixed 
calibre weapons. The Confederates had battalions, with four batteries 
that were assigned to Infantry divisions and each corps had two 
battalions [The Union was made up of Brigades]. Each infantry corps had 
two battalions assigned to them as a reserve, but this was not the case 
at army level. Brig General William N Pendleton [Chief of Artillery Army 
of Northern Virginia] had difficulty massing artillery to this organisation.  

After the Seven Days Battle, Gen. Lee assigned each corps with two 
reserve battalions in addition to the individual batteries assigned to each 
infantry brigade. The batteries were a mixed calibre of weapons and 
often there were faulty projectiles and fuses [such as Gettysburg, as mentioned in my previous talk]. The 
United States Ordnance Dept. had the Bormann fuse from 1852. Named after its inventor, Belgian Army 
Captain Charles G Bormann, the fuse would burn at a uniform rate in both directions, having one end 
terminate in a dead end just beyond the 5¼ second mark (the Confederate copies were 5½ seconds). 

The Union blockade of the Southern coastline 
was very effective in stopping arms and 
munitions from getting into ports. The very 
effective strangle-hold on the South prevented a 
lot of goods getting through.  The very weakness 
of Confederate cannon numbers had General 
Robert E Lee favour fighting in covered battle 
grounds like the Wilderness, where Union 
cannon were limited by the topography, but 
allowed the Confederate smoothbores to be 
more effective.  

It has been estimated that about two thirds of 
Confederate artillery were captured from the Union. Given that the South was a rural economy and the 
North was starting to become very industrialised, it was just as well that this amount of ordnance fell into 
Confederate hands. If the South was to survive, it would have to develop production centres and one was 
based in Columbus Georgia. It was a leading commerce centre and was on the Chattahoochee River. 

CONFEDERATE CANNON PRODUCTION  

Athens Steam Company – Georgia. Production of 
experimental barrelled cannon.  

Atlanta Machine Works – Georgia. Riffled cannon. 

Churchill and Sons – Alabama. Artillery. 

Noble Bros. – Alabama. Artillery. 

Selma Naval Foundry and Iron Works – Alabama. 
Brooke rifled cannon. 

Palmetto Iron Works – South Carolina. Light art/10-
inch shells. 

Tredegar Iron Works – Virginia. Artillery. 

Washington Artillery of New Orleans 

Modern re-enactment 



THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY (INC.) 

~ 12 ~ 

Given the fact that 
at the start of the 
War Between the 
States, metallurgy 
and technology had 
reached a stage 
with the production 
of large-scale field 
artillery where the 
artillery would find 
a larger and more 
effective array of 
cannon. 
Smoothbore, 
including howitzers 
and six-pounder 
guns, would 
continue in the 
Confederacy service until the end of the war. 

The type of metals used were in the case of bronze or iron, which was cast and wrought. Some steel was 
also used, but the Confederacy suffered from both the shortage of, and quality metals. In contrast the 
Union held a distinct advantage, churning out more than one thousand artillery pieces from 1861 – 65. The 
most notable of which was the Phoenix Iron Works, located in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. 

THE SMOOTH BORE 

The guns were designed to fire solid shot at high velocity and over low trajectory in open ground, but shell 
and cannister were used as well on advancing troops. The barrel was longer and had to have higher powder 
charges to gain the best performance. These would ricochet off the ground and were very effective against 
enemy artillery and fortification. 

The six-pounder field gun [bronze models] 1835, 1838 and 1839 were in use and so were some of the 
model 1819 weapons. While several hundred of these were put into service, they had a limited payload. By 
the time of the Battle of Gettysburg, the Union army had a limited number, but the Confederates continued 
using them until the end of the war in 1865. The nine and twelve-pounders were not as common and while 
there was reference to the nine-pounder in the manuals 
of 1861, most had gone and the twelve-pounder were 
fewer in number, with mobility being a problem. The 
horse teams were six horses, but these cannon required 
eight horses to draw them. In the early part of the war 
some of the twelve-pounders were rifled, but this 
experiment did not transcend into them being brought 
into service.  

The cannon which saw most service was the model 
1857, twelve-pound, light which became known as the 
“Napoleon” named after Napoleon III of France. It was 
lighter than the previous models and could therefore 
have a six-horse team. It had a larger bore and could fire 
a heavier projectile. It came into service in 1857 and 
was the last bronze gun cast by the US Army. The Union 
version of this gun had a flared front.  

Confederate Napoleons had six different variations. Most had straight muzzles, but there have been 
documented accounts of 133 of the guns found with muzzle swells. Of the 125 cast, four were found to be 
iron and were cast at the Tredegar Iron Works in Virginia.  

At the start of 1863, Gen. Lee sent most of the Army of Northern Virginia’s Napoleons to Tredegar to be 
melted down and be re-cast. The copper for casting the bronze pieces was becoming hard to furnish during 
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the war and in November 1863, Union troops occupied Chattanooga and the Ducktown mine fell into 
enemy hands. 

In 1864 the Tredegar Iron Works ceased production of the bronze Napoleon and went over to iron. 

HOWITZERS 

The howitzer was a short-barrelled gun that fired explosive shells in high 
trajectory, but it was also able to fire spherical shot and canister over a 
shorter range but became the choice if enemy were behind featured terrain 
and fortifications. It could take a lower powder charge than similar cannon. 
Most were bronze but some of the Confederates gun were metal 
manufactured.  

The 1835, 1838 and 1841 models were twelve-pounders, taken out of 
production as the twelve-pound Napoleon increased, but the Confederates 
would continue to use them until the end of the war. 

Both sides used heavy field guns and the Confederates also had an 
imported Austrian twenty-four-pounder. These were used in the reserve 
batteries and in time were replaced by the heavy rifled guns.  

The Mountain Howitzer twelve-pounder was very versatile. It could be 
drawn by a single animal or be rapidly broken down to be carried on pack 
animals or be drawn by two animals with a prairie carriage fitted. This was 
used in the Mexican War.  

THE PARROTT RIFLE 

This was the design of Robert Parker Parrott. A Yankee 
who, while an ordnance officer at the West Point 
Foundry Cold Springs Ny. attempted to solve the 
problem of the soft bronze and the use of cast iron, 
which while being hard enough was too brittle.  

This weapon went from the ten-pounder to the three-
hundred-pounder, more of the smaller size, having two 
bores 2.0 inch and 3.0 inch. During the war the 
Confederates used both sizes, but there were problems 
in getting the right ammunition to the batteries. 

The manufacture of these guns was a combination of 
cast and wrought iron. The cast iron was liable to 
fracture, so a large reinforcing band of wrought iron 
was placed on the breech. The gun would burst at the 
muzzle or the trunnions despite the reinforcing band. 
The gun could still be operated with part of its barrel 
blown off. The problem with banded guns was that 
gravity acted on the bands as they cooled, making them 
an uneven fit. Parrott had the barrel slowly rotated 
during the cooling process to offset this problem. 

Whilst being accurate, artillerymen did not like the gun due to safety concerns. 
The barrel weighed one thousand, eight hundred pounds and required a team of 
eight horses. The cost of one of these guns was $180 US compared with the 
twelve-pound bronze Napoleon at $550 US. 

The first Parrott sold to the State of Virginia was in 1840 and trials of the gun 
were conducted by Thomas J Jackson, who was a VMI professor at the time. On 
receiving a glowing report from Jackson, the State of Virginia ordered twelve 
more guns. At the start of the War Between the States, Tredegar Iron Works 
started production of these guns and it is estimated that about eighty were 
produced. They were also produced in Mississippi, Tennessee and New Orleans. 
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JAMES RIFLES 

This name was given to any artillery gun rifled to the James pattern. Gen. Charles T James was a Yankee 
from Rhode Island and his first projectile was patented in 1856. While conducting a demonstration of his 
projectiles to a group of foreign military officers, a workman tried to remove a cap from one of the shells 
with a pair of pliers when the shell exploded, killing the workman and seriously wounding James, who died 
from his wounds the following day. 

At the start of the war, six-pounder bronze guns were rifled using the James pattern. A lot of the guns were 
reamed and then rifled. Reaming the gun eliminated wear and tear from previous use. 

THE WHITWORTH.  

This cannon was the invention of Englishman, Sir Joseph Whitworth, an outstanding mechanical engineer. 
He set the standard for machining and tool and die work and had a total of forty-eight patents from 1834 to 
1878, for machinery, artillery and projectiles. 

During the War Between the States, there were a total of seven breech loading and five muzzle loading 
twelve-pounders [2.75-inch cal]. The steel tube used a hexagonal design rather than traditional rifling. It 
had an exceptional range and could fire up to six miles. At Southport in England in 1863, during a trial test 
of a twelve-pounder breech loader, it hit a target 4.7 miles away. 

It had a polygonal spiral bore of uniform pitch and fired an 
oblong projectile from its eight-foot-long barrel. The projectile 
was made to fit the grooves and inserted into the open breech, 
with a tin cartridge case containing the powder and then 
capped with a cake of wax or some other lubricating mixture. 
The breech cap was swung to and screwed on by its handles. A 
fuse was inserted in the vent and the gun was ready to fire. 

Fouling was minimal as the lubricant was carried out with the 
projectile and cleaned the barrel, resulting in no exhalation of 
gases from the breech cap. Not having the traditional sharp 
edges [lands and grooves], the hexagonal or octagonal pattern 
had hills and valleys. 

 

 

DISCOVERY OF NEW ELEMENT 

BY Mike Mccabe 

Oxford University researchers have discovered the densest element yet known to science. 

The new element, Governmentium (symbol=Gv), has one neutron, 25 assistant neutrons, 88 deputy 
neutrons and 198 assistant deputy neutrons, giving it an atomic mass of 312. These 312 particles are held 
together by forces called morons, which are surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called 
pillocks. 

Since Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert. However, it can be detected, because it impedes every 
reaction with which it comes into contact. A tiny amount of Governmentium can cause a reaction that 
would normally take less than a second, to take from 4 days to 4 years to complete. Governmentium has a 
normal half-life of 2 to 6 years. It does not decay, but instead undergoes a reorganisation in which a portion 
of the assistant neutrons and deputy neutrons exchange places. 

In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually increase over time, since each reorganisation will cause more 
morons to become neutrons, forming isodopes. This characteristic of moron promotion leads some 
scientists to believe that Governmentium is formed whenever morons reach a critical concentration. 

This hypothetical quantity is referred to as a critical morass. When catalysed with money, Governmentium 
becomes Administratium (symbol=Ad), an element that radiates just as much energy as Governmentium, 
since it has half as many pillocks but twice as many morons.   
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A Catalogued Encyclopedia of Collective Pistols & 
Revolvers by Ronald Hayes & Ian Skennerton; 2007, 592 
pages.  Brilliant full-colour pictures and descriptions of 
handguns of all shapes and sizes.  More than 1,000 
pistols from many different makers and countries is 
catalogued in alphabetical order. Each section is 
arranged in an essential chronological sequence 
following the various models and their development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardcover: 592 pages 

Publisher: Ian D. Skennerton (1st Jan. 2007) 

ISBN-10: 0949749834 

ISBN-13: 978-0949749833 

Product Dimensions: 22.5 x 3.7 x 31 cm 

Special price to WAA&AS members: $25.00 
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WAA&AS ANNUAL FUNCTION – 2020 
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 Gee! Tony’s thrilled 

I’m back 
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Bob Wise: 2 x Indian General Service Medals with North 
West Frontier. clasps; one with King George V and the 
other King George VI. 

 

SHOW AND TELL – DECEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Roger Higgins:  Model cannon with Washington Artillery 

of New Orleans crew made by an old mate. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Porter: 12 x small .25cal handguns: Webley, 
Ortgies, Astra, FN, Beretta, Walther, Colt, Cz & Lilliput. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

William Gillingham:  

1 – Artillery Officers sword.  

2 – Belgium Gallery pistol in 
.22 cal. [short or cap]. 

 

Geoff Smith: Webley 

Mk.6 revolver with 

shoulder stock, Pritchard 

bayonet and speed 

loader 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Charles Hernan: 1 – Winchester M92 rifle in 
.44/40 cal. made in 1910. 

 2 – Pietta copy of a SAA M1873 revolver in .44/40 cal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Les Emery: Horse hoof ink 
well from “Brutus” of the 
Royal Scots Greys, who 
survived the Battle of 
Waterloo and died in 1821. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Dear: Glock 17 
pistol with magazine 
loaders in rare condition. 
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THE SHOW AND TELL SHIELD 
Soon after our Association was formed in 1973 by the original 16 members, the 
monthly Show and Tell event was introduced that still continues today. It is always an 
interesting and informative part of our monthly meetings and has taken a number of 
forms over the years. Initially, and for many years, the types of item to be shown at 
any meeting were stipulated in advance and, as it is today, it was simply a Show and 
Tell that was not a competition. 

In February 1988 the competition was 
commenced on an annual basis with points 
being awarded for first (5 points), second (3 
points) and third (2 points), and a single point 
for all other entries. The winner was then 
announced in the newsletter. Show and tell 
was also held at annual socials, where 
members could bring along their favourite 

item (firearms were excluded) and the ladies would vote on their favourite 
item with a small prize being awarded to the winner. In 2000 a shield (now 
displayed in our cabinet at the RSL) was instituted for annual award to the 
winner of the competition and their name inscribed on the shield, but this 
ceased in 2009 and our Show and Tell is now conducted purely as an 
interesting and informative part of our monthly meetings. 
The previous winners' names were retrospectively added to the shield 
when it was introduced. There is no plaque for 2002, as the plaque was 
inadvertently engraved as 2003. When this was realised, it was decided to 
continue in the same vein until 2009.  

At the December 2015 meeting a system was introduced whereby letters 
of the alphabet denoting the items to be shown are specified for following 
meetings, although it is quite acceptable for the presenter to bring items 
not in the specified letters. 

This part of our monthly meetings is always very interesting and 
informative with at times the presenter learning a lot that they previously 
did not know about their item. On several occasions, members have been 
helped to identify an unknown item or helped to track down an item to 
enhance their collection. Of added interest, in 2019 a lucky draw of a 
number allocated to the presenters and the winning number attracts a 
prize of $20.00 was introduced.  

For many years now the Show and Tell has been well conducted by Tony 
Bysterveld Jnr, who is not only responsible for security when arms are 
displayed, but also photographing the items displayed and the 
presentation by their owners. 

The shield was refurbished by Stella Brandis in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Peter Doyle: 1 – Webley Mk.4 revolver in .38/200 cal.  

2 – BSA 2nd Pattern Cadet rifle in .310 cal. 

3 – Webley RIC 2nd Pattern revolver in .450 cal  

 

.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graham Donley: 1 – Wound stripes of WWI and later.  

2 – Refurbished WAA&AS Show & Tell shield. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

WINNERS 
Prior to the introduction of the 
shield, the winners were:- 

• 1988 Nick Bienkowski 

• 1989 Peter Singleton 

• 1990 Ron Sherriffs 

• 1991 Ron Sherriffs 

• 1992 Malcolm Stevenson 

• 1993 Wally Dennison 

• 1994 Graham Donley 

• 1995 George Trotter 

• 1996 Graham Donley 

• 1997 Malcolm Stevenson 

1998 3-way tie - Lindsay Smith, 

Malcolm Higham and 

Malcolm Stevenson  
1999 Nick Bienkowski 

Following the introduction of 
the shield, the winners were: - 

• 2000 Malcolm Stevenson 

• 2001 Steve Whitaker (sic) 

2003 tie - Malcolm Higham and   

Nick Bienkowski 

• 2004 Malcolm Stevenson 

• 2005 Malcolm Higham 

• 2006 William Gillingham 

• 2007 Malcolm Stevenson 

2008 tie - Malcolm Higham and 

Malcolm Stevenson   

• 2009 George Goldie 
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BEN SELENTIN – WAA&AS’ FIRST LIFE MEMBER 

By Graham Donley 

Bernd Theo (Ben) Selentin was born in August 1940 in Reutlingen, Germany. 
On 18th September 1953, at the age of 13, he departed from Bremerhaven, 
Germany on the S S Fairsea with his parents, bound for  Fremantle, Western 
Australia. 

Initially the family settled in Bindi Bindi in the Wheatbelt and in 1966 Ben 
returned to Germany for 6 years. In 1969 the family moved to work on a dairy 
farm in Keysbrook, and he later worked in a variety of jobs including as a roof 
tiler for Brisbane and Wunderlich, in a metal factory, then moving on to solar 
heating. Ben is now happily retired. 

He joined our Society in 1974 within a year of its formation and was on the Committee in the early 1970s 
(records not available). He had strong convictions and was quite content to argue his point of view while 
serving on the Committee. Although he did ruffle a few feathers along the way, Ben got things done for the 
benefit of the Society.  

He worked with and was a good friend of 
the late Frank Maher at Wellington Surplus 
Store and also shot with the Perth Black 
Powder Club – he was placed third in a 
combined shoot with our Society and two 
Gun Clubs at Narrogin in 1974. As a 
collector, his interests were Stevens Rifles; 
muzzle loading guns; German Army medals 
and Worldwide Decorations. Ben sourced 
for me an example of the Silver Cross of 
Service that was awarded to my wife’s 
great grandfather for his service as the 
personal valet to Emperor Franz Joseph I of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  

Ben also served as Vice President in the late 1970s (records not available) and in 1981 and 1991. In 1982 he 
was elected President and continued in this office in 1983 and 1984, was elected again in 1987; 1988; 1989; 
1990 and 1993 but resigned from the position in November 1993. 

He has been a guest presenter on a number of occasions. 

During his service to our Society, Ben was responsible for the introduction of a number of things that drove 
the Society forward. He reintroduced the Show and Tell competition which had lapsed. This continues 
today although the trophy for most points in a year is no longer awarded. 

In 1984 he arranged for members, in groups of up to 10, to view the firearms collection in the WA Museum. 

For some years it had been recognised that having a newsletter would be an advantage for the Society, but 
no one would raise their hand to edit it. In 1989 Ben started and edited a newsletter (now our wonderful 
magazine) until in 1991 when he advised that he could no longer carry on as Editor. 

In 1989 he also instituted the Arms and Militaria Fair that was held in the Dianella Scouts and Guides Hall, a 
move that has ensured our financial stability. The fairs continue as Militaria Fairs and continue to grow in 
importance and they have led to the Militaria Swap Meets, first held on 9th May 1999 in the Leederville 
Town Hall and are still being conducted very successfully. 

In recognition of his endeavours on behalf of the Association, Ben was awarded life membership as our first 
Life Member in 1992, a well and truly deserved honour. 

Ben has held the position of First Vice President of the Perth Numismatic Society Inc for a number of years. 

His collecting interest now is Australian Commemorative medals with his earliest example being from 1854. 
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FROM MY COLLECTION 

Time to Trot This One Out 

By Les Emery 

Whilst perusing the usual amazing display of items for sale at our Society’s 

swapmeet in June 2018, I noticed an unusual item on one table. The fact that 

it was a horse’s hoof was interesting enough, however it was also the 

markings, which made it a ‘must have’ for me.  

Hand etched around the hoof are the words “Egypt 1st Light Horse – Feb 1916 

– Perth Yankee”, together with a rather crude drawing of a horse. This made it 

an even more attractive purchase and a relatively cheap one at that. As is the 

case these days, my research started with a Google search, hoping to uncover 

the name Perth Yankee, however nothing came up, other than the fact that 

this hoof had been sold at an auction in Hampshire, England in December 

2015. Unfortunately, that is where the trail went cold, as the auction house had since closed its doors. I 

searched for Perth racing or pacing horses of that era, again without success, so the mystery remains. What 

was the story of Perth Yankee and where had his hoof been since WWI? 

I can be reasonably certain that this horse carried a member of the 1st Australian Light Horse during the 

Middle East Campaign. What was the significance of February 1916? Did the horse die in February 1916, 

from illness or of battle wounds, or did it survive until the Light Horse returned to Australia in March 1919, 

when its rider could not bear to see it sold along with many others to local traders, or transferred to a 

cavalry regiment of the Indian Army. I will most likely never know, however this hoof now sits in my 

collection as a memorial to these brave horses that contributed so much during WWI. 

The 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment was raised in Sydney in August 1914, sailing for Egypt on 19th 

October 1914, arriving on 8th December of that year. Leaving its horses in Egypt the Regiment was sent to 

Gallipoli, where on 12th May 1915 it mounted an attack on a position known as ‘the Cheeseboard’. As part 

of the offensive of 7th August 1915 200 members of the regiment were involved, of which 147 became 

casualties, with the remaining members returning to Egypt on 21st December 1915. Following a rest period 

and the addition of reinforcements, between January and May 1916 the Regiment was deployed to protect 

the Nile Valley from bands of pro-Turkish Senussi Arabs. The Regiment then played a significant role in 

turning back the Turkish advance on the Suez Canal on 4th August 1916. 

 

The Regiment was subsequently involved in the fighting at Maghdaba on 23rd December 1916 and Rafa on 

9th January 1917. Its next major engagement was the abortive Second Battle of Gaza on 19th April 1917, 

Gaza finally fell on 7th November, after a wide outflanking move, via Beersheeba, in which the regiments of 

the 1st Light Horse Brigade played a part. 

The final offensive of the campaign was launched on 19th September 1918, with Turkey surrendering on 

30th October 1918. 

The 1st Light Horse Regiment sailed for Australia on 12th March 1919, leaving their trusted horses behind.  
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A CHRONICLE OF THE FRENCH SERVICE BOLT-

ACTION RIFLES (1866 – 1978) 

One hundred and sixty two pages abundantly illustrated with 
colour photos and illustrations, it covers the Chassepot, Gras, 
Lebel, Berthier, and MAS 36 rifles and variants, with their 
development, description and technical specifications, the 
detailed army munitions evolution and ballistics, and the 
grenade launcher adaptations, all placed in an historical, 
political and industrial context. It also includes the reloading 
data and shooting tests for the Lebel, Berthier and MAS 36.  

A short bibliography, internet links, glossary and an index will 
assist you in your research. 

$85 / copy + postage and handling 

One copy discounted for WAA&A Soc. members 

Book will be available for sale at the  

WAA&AS monthly meetings 

Order from Gus: Mas361945@gmail.com 

ISBN: 978-0-646-80596-2 

September 2019  

mailto:Mas361945@gmail.com
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THE   WESTERN   AUSTRALIA 

ARMS  &  ARMOUR   SOCIETY 

NEWSLETTER   ADVERTISING 

To help fund our Newsletter, we welcome your buy 
and sell advertisements. The charges are as follows: 

3 lines      $5.00 per issue 

Business Card      $5.00 per issue 

¼ page    $15.00 per issue 

½ page    $25.00 per issue 

Full page    $50.00 per issue 

Advertisements must be received three weeks prior 
to date of issue Send your advertisement, together 

with payment (cheque or money order) to: 

The Treasurer, WA ARMS & ARMOUR SOCIETY, 
PO Box 5070, CANNING VALE SOUTH    WA   6155 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Club Cap            $15 

Club Patch       $10 

Club Pen             $3 

Club Vest        $35 

Club Polo Shirt      $15 

With pocket      $20 

To order: contact Treasurer Lorraine Smith 

        Mob:  0409 354 441  

        or email info@waarmsandarmour.com.au 

 

 

mailto:info@waarmsandarmour.com.au
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PISTOLS & REVOLVERS 

RENDERED FIREARMS 

NO LICENSE REQUIRED 

MILITARY RIFLES 

MANY TO CHOOSE FROM 

REPLICA FIREARMS 

NAKED ARMY FIGURES 

FULL RANGE OF SKENNERTON  

& KRAUSE BOOKS 
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