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SUBS ARE NOW DUE Noel Sutherland watches on as Bruce receives his certificate and badge. 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

  The prizes awarded. 

A very useful Military Grade 

Leatherman Multi Tool with pouch. 

  Much to his surprise Bruce receives his Life Membership. 

mmmembershipHonourmembership          
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The committee on behalf of our members had great pleasure in 

presenting Bruce McKinnon with his well-deserved Honorary Life 

Membership, keeping it a secret from him was a bit of a 

challenge. 

Well Done Bruce. Ballarat Annual Dinner 2019 

The function was held at the Ballarat Golf Club and proved to be a good 

choice. We had a very good turnout for the night with fifty in attendance. 

The meals were up to standard and all had a good night. 

My thanks goes to Bruce and Lorraine for helping with the organization of 

the dinner. 

Now Bruce didn’t get all the high-light as we had the pleasure of handing 

out the annual prizes to the worthy recipients. PTE Benjamin Smith for 

Champion Soldier and LT Nicholas Kitchen for Best Junior Leader. 

The RSM had the pleasure of reading the citation that led them to 

receiving the awards. We feel it is an honour to support our Battalion. 
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Patron: The Commanding Officer 8th/7th Battalion The Royal Victoria Regiment. 
LT COL David Cadogan-Cowper. 

       President’s Report 
  COMMITTEE      for 2020 

         
  President     Dick Wilkie                   0413 530 260 
  Vice Pres     Tom Chambers            0435 569 597 

               -----        -----                  03 4373 1329          
 Secretary      Vacant 
Treasurer      Barbara Birthisel        0438 504 260  
 Brian Driscoll      Warrnambool     03 5595 4273 
                       Welfare   

 Lindsay Govan      0417 053 160        

 Bruce McKinnon      0412 370 923 

 Ian Nunn       03 5331 6758  

 Les Taylor                                  0417 190 351  

John Nadge                                        0407 007 873   

Bluey Frank                   0417 546 709 

        For Warrnambool Hospital Visitations 
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

                       Newsletter Items 
        Tom Chambers as above   

 

 

 

 
 
 

Welcome to the new decade. 

Highlights of our busy past year 

marked the anniversary of the 

traditional Warrnambool dinner 

and we congratulate Lyndon 

King the prime mover organiser 

who led his dedicated team so 

well  

 
well at the Pertobe Rd Barracks, great job by all. 
 

The Ballarat dinner event featured our Patron           

COL David Cadogan- Cowper, guest speaker with 

insight of the 8/7th Bn today.  

Our achievement trophy awards were presented to LT 

Nicolas for best Junior Leader and PTE Benjamin Smith 

for Champion Soldier, detailed outline of their 

achievements were well provided by the RSM Mick 

Carroll. 

We recognise and thank David and Mick for generating 

a close liaison with the association during their 8/7th 

posting. We wish them and their families our best 

wishes for the future. 

The most exciting moment of the dinner celebrations 

culminated with the award of Honoree Life 

Membership to the popular Bruce McKinnon. 

Position Vacant. 
Our assoc. requires a secretary and assistant treasurer, 

preferably domiciled in the Ballarat area. Please give 

this matter some consideration, this is vital to our 

efficiency and progress. 

Please call Dick on 0413 530 537 

Bushfire relief; As a result of the call out of the Reserve 

Force for bush fire relief the RVR Assoc. has created a 

Family Welfare Initiative for reservists families, this 

initiative has been communicated to like Associations 

of the RVR. I commend the sterling work, leadership 

and excellence of the RVR Assoc. driving this 

assistance, with ACTION! 

It’s back to work for our dedicated committee as we 

confidently attack the new decade with your continued 

membership and support. 

Good health, good luck, have fun. Signing off.  

 Dick Wilkie. Pres. 
 

 

Vale 

Ashton Peter                      Oct 2019 

Peter was the QM for 8/7th Bn in the period 

 1991 – 1993.  

 

Denman Veronica              Nov 2019 

Our Sympathy goes out to Noel Denman and 

family members on the passing of Veronica who 

was hospitalised on the weekend of our dinner. 

Noel and Veronica very seldom missed the Ballarat 

annual dinner and were missed by all.                      

RIP 

                           

       Please note: A black belt, slouch hat and 

Australian Flag is available for use at a funeral if 

required. Please contact Tom for more details.                     
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Ballarat Annual Dinner Presentations 2019 

 

  L, Nicholas Kitchen    R, Benjamin Smith  

             Dick is about to present the prize award to Nicholas 

 

 

8/7th BHQ Postings.  

COL David Cadogan-Cowper and WO1 Michael Carroll are moving on to new postings this year. We wish to thank 

them for their unfailing support to the association during their time with our Battalion, it was much appreciated. We 

wish them all the best in their new postings and we look forward to meeting the new CO, LT COL Shaun Richards and 

RSM WO1 Adam Paris. 

 

David,  

Nicole and 

Michael at the 

Annual 

Ballarat 

dinner. 

 

                              A happy lot! 
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 Annual Warrnambool Dinner Reunion 

The 2019 Annual Warrnambool Dinner Reunion was held at the Warrnambool RSL after sixteen consecutive years at 

the Barracks. It was attended by 45 members, their partners and invited guests. 

The CO and Patron Col David Cardigan–Cooper and RSM Mick Carroll were in attendance along with our President 

Dick Wilkie. 

W02 Steve Ivey and CPL Bruce Wilson represented the AACC. 

At the completion of the refreshment’s Dick presented the members and helpers with certificates of appreciation for 

their dedication, commitment and contribution over the 16 years. 

The CO and RSM gave us short talks on the new equipment, numbers and Training within the Battalion. 

The Meal consisted of multiple choices and was enjoyed by all. Having a great venue contributed to an excellent 

evening. What contributed to such a great night was the obliging and professional staff, I would certainly 

recommend the Warrnambool RSL for any future functions. 

As most would know in the past we have had photos displayed on the walls. Well we overcame this problem of not 

having a display by transferring the photos to a disc and displaying them on the big screen, this disc will be for sale in 

the near future. 

I would like to thank Mr David McGuinness for the fine work in collating and scanning all the photos collected, taking 

many hours. I am sure the finished product will be well worth watching and bring back many memories of those who 

served in 2RVR-8/7th. 

The Next reunion will be held in October, Please check the newsletter for details. 

         Cheers. Lyndon King.  

Notice:  Lyndon King is seeking any army (unit) related photos of Warrnambool members or activities so they can be 

scanned to disc for historical purposes and to be shown at the future dinners. Any photos sent in can be return on 

completion of the scanning, be sure to leave a name and postal address on or in envelope with the photos. 

Lyndon King   18 Bostock Street, Warrnambool Vic 3280 
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8/7th Bn Promotions at the Laverton Depot 

A Coy presently occupies a hanger and other older admin buildings at former RAAF airbase. What a change with 

public housing now sited on the former airstrip with the RAAF occupying only a small portion of the original base. 

On Sunday 17 November 2019 our association and the RVR association were invited to Laverton to witness soldiers 

of our Battalion being promoted, It was quite a day and we are very grateful for the privilege. 

After going through the security check we were escorted to the Admin block and offered refreshments. We were 

then escorted to the hanger. 

 Dick Wilkie had the privilege of presenting Lt Nicholas Kitchen and Pte Benjamin Smith with their trophies for the 

Champion Soldier and Best Junior Leader, supplied by our association, in front of the Battalion members. 

 Although all promotions are significant, one in particular was a rare event with the promotion of WO2 Peter 

Hardcastle to the unique rank of WO1 on posting. Congratulations Peter. 

 At the completion of the promotions / speeches we all joined in at the mess and the BBQ, for a chat with the diggers 

before making our way home. 

This promotion of Peter bought to mind the fact that since the introduction of 2RVR and 8/7th only two other 

(CMF/RES) members have been promoted to WO1.  

The first was Brain Driscoll, residing in Boorcan, who was to understudy the Bn RSM for possible posting to Vietnam. 

The second, Darrel Honeyman, who held an honoree posting to the band and who was musical director for the 

Ballarat Grammar at the time.  

Promotions 

LT to CAPT  Captain   NG Arundell   and   Captain MJ Laxton 

WO2 to WO1  Warrant Officer Class One   Peter Hardcastle 

LCPL TO CPL  Corporal   MP Gregory   and   Corporal JF Ludeman 

PTE to L/CPL  Lance Corporal   JF Webb 

Just prior to the Laverton weekend more members were promoted. See page 18. 

 

   

  

Dick handing over trophies to Benjamin and Nicholas at the promotion presentations. 
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As was noted the army are doing their best to support                              PTE J Webb promoted to L/CPL. 

and involve families these days. Congratulations Peter. 

 

Waiting to start the 2019 AGM. We would appreciate more members attending and thank you to those who did. 

 

Polo Shirts Bottle Green       $40 

                    Black 

Assoc. Ties            $35 

Cap    $20 

Lapel Badge  $10 

Name Tag $12 

Bumper stickers No Charge     

All Items plus postage if required.      For sales contact Tom or any committee member. 
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NOTICE BOARD

 SUBS    This issue will contain your invoice that is overdue. The Last newsletter was printed early, before 

subs were due, because of family commitments.  
 

 Please note:  As the model train show is moving to a new location, it is not a suitable venue to hold our   

annual sausage sizzle due to setting up and security concerns. 

 

 The New Association Ties are in, we have a limited supply, contact Tom Chambers if you require one ASAP. 

The price for the new ties will be $35 plus postage. 

 

  BUS TRIP 

                      To Cobden Miniature Railway & Mini Golf Park 

             Date:  SUN 15 MARCH 2020 

             Pickup:          Ballarat RSL at 0930 sharp 

                                  Warrnambool Flagstaff Hill carpark at 0930 sharp 

            Open Hours: 11am to 4pm         Bus and entrance is free   

   Lunch and rides, members to pay.               Canteen and Barbecue facilities available. 

  All rides cost $2.50 on a 1.8km track. 

 Limited seating, book early if you wish to go. 

  Contact Les Taylor  0417 190 351       or     Bruce McKinnon      0412 370 923 

           Warrnambool Bus Barbara Birthisel   on     0438 504 260. No later than Tuesday 10th March. 

 If you think you have an idea for a trip, please get in touch with us. 

 

AZAC DAY, SAT 25TH APRIL 2020   a reminder to think about what you want to do for this day as it will 

soon be upon us. It is a good time to catch up with your old mates.  

 Sebastopol members change of venue. The Alfredton Sports Club  89 Cuthbert’s road will be open for 

nibbles and finger food after the march. 

       The Sebastopol march. Form up 8.30 outside the RSL. 

 Ballarat Service 

                   5:45am  Dawn Service – Cenotaph Sturt St 

                  6:30am   Gunfire Breakfast – Midlands - Ballarat RSL          

                 9:15am   Church Service – St Patrick’s Cathedral 

  10:00am   March form up Lyons Street  

  10:30am   March off 

  11:00am             Commemorative Service & Wreath Laying 
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   12:00am   Hospitality    Midlands - Ballarat RSL 

     1:00 pm   Two-Up   Fairways Room – Midland 
 Warrnambool members.  Note: Lyndon King has booked a table at the RSL for members to attend after the 

march. 

 

 Reserve Forces Day; I have no news about this day at the moment, however after the Bush Fire crisis is over 

things may get back to normal and information may flow. 

 

 The RVR assoc. are investigating ways we can support the Reservists and families during the call out for the bush 

fires. The 8/7th has had a full battalion call out and have been very busy in the support role. We are very proud of 

their efforts and we call on the full community to give them full support for their endeavors. 

 

          Ballarat South Community Raffle results,  Drawn 9 Feb 2020 

 First prize; Ticket Number 127486.     Mazda CX5     Allan McKinnon, Nhill. 

 Second Prize, Ticket Number 105584.  Mazda 2     Faye Lidgett,    Bacchus Marsh. 

 A big thank you to all those who supported us with the raffle and better luck next time. 

 

 

The Royal Victoria Regiment Association (who have done such a marvelous job in such a short time) has created 

a “Family Welfare Initiative” for Reservist families’ .The RVR Assoc. has sought assistance from and cooperation 

with other like Associations etc. 

      Within a short time sponsorships  to the value $17,000 has been raised and is rising, resulting in complimentary         

voucher/ tickets Etc. free VLine travel throughout Victoria, Sovereign Hill passes, Cinema passes, Museum 

Victoria, RSL clubs adding to the sponsorship, the options are growing, uptake opportunities are being accessed 

and glowing appreciation is being expressed. 

 

This Initiative is ongoing and further services will develop. We are presently assisting in the delivery of vouchers, 

tickets Etc. to those families identified by the various units. I have witnessed the sterling work of the RVR and 

commend the brilliant work of the key personnel. 

I am sure further work will progress from here.  

      Below is an early list of organisations and RSL clubs that so far have supported the families of the              

deployed diggers. 

       Businesses                   RSL Sub Branches 
       V-Line      Ararat  

Melbourne Aquarium    Bendigo   
Sovereign Hill     Bentleigh 
Geelong Adventure Park    Cheltenham 
Reading Cinema (Waurn Ponds)   Fawkner 
Legoland Discovery Centre                 Geelong  
Otway Fly      Glenroy 
Museum Victoria     Keilor East 
Gumbuya World     Leongatha 
Capitol Cinema Warrnambool   Moe 
Wallis Cinema Mildura                 Rosebud 
Village Cinema's      Wangaratta 
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Wonders Will Never Cease 
 
Australian Army New Technology.  

Army tests autonomous legged robot.  

The Australian Army is spending millions to develop and test 

a range of unmanned ground vehicles – some of which walk 

on four legs instead of getting about on wheels or tracks. 

CAPTION: A Ghost Robotics robot supports an Australian 

soldier to clear an enemy position. Photo by Corporal Tristan 

Kennedy. 

During a demonstration of autonomous ground systems at the Majura Training Area, ACT, on Thursday 31 October 

2019, senior military and government leaders and VIPs witnessed a range of vehicles and robots in action. 

Two autonomous Australian Army M113 AS4 armoured personnel carriers conducted fire-and-manoeuvre 

demonstrations alongside a range of drones and ground robots, as well as manned vehicles. 

The demonstration was designed to showcase the potential for robotic and autonomous systems to enhance Army’s 

capabilities on operations. Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price said “autonomous capability was a key 

priority for Defence because of its important safety and efficiency benefits”. 

 “Autonomous vehicles help keep troops at a safe distance from harm and present solutions to a range of problems 

faced by our military personnel in the field,” Minister Price said. 

A Ghost Robotics unmanned ground ‘vehicle’ was among those seen supporting Australian Army soldiers clearing an 

‘enemy’ position during the field demonstration. 

With perhaps ungainly yet surprisingly capable animal-like manoeuvrability, the four-legged robot is currently un-

armed – but it doesn’t take much to imagine later iterations brandishing a suite of sensors, tools or even weapons.  

CONTACT magazine, issue 64 

 New short-range ground-based air-defence capability. 

Defence has signed a multi-million dollar contract with Canberra-based CEA Technologies Pty Ltd to supply Army’s 
new short-range ground-based air-defence capability. 

The $137 million contract will provide advanced radars as part of the Air Defence system to protect deployed forces 
from sophisticated air threats. 

Minister for Defence Linda Reynolds said “this new air-defence capability would combine world-leading Australian 
radar technology with a highly effective air-defence system that would protect Australian service men and women 
from future airborne threats”. 

“I congratulate CEA for adapting these radars from those already in service with the Royal Australian Navy, 
confirming their reputation as an agile, innovative company and a key strategic partner for Defence,” Senator 
Reynolds said. 

Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price said “CEA was already a recognised success story for Australian industry”. 

 “Integration of these radars into existing air-defence technology is a significant step in establishing Australian 
industry as a leading exporter of defence technology,” Minister Price said. 

“This contract with CEA will support 45 jobs in Canberra and Adelaide and demonstrates the company’s ongoing 
success after securing a $90 million loan through the government’s Defence Export Facility.” 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/08/13/first-contract-using-government-defence-export-loan-facility/
https://contactairlandandsea.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=becf9f106a30320f11ae4d20c&id=367e175d7e&e=0c8f9bf3cd
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The vehicle-mounted radars will be delivered in long- and short-range variants, with the short-range variant to be 

mounted on the Australian-developed Thales Hawkei vehicle.                                 Contact Magazine article. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FILE IMAGE: An artist’s impression of a 16th Air Land Regiment NASAMS emplacement, incorporating CEA 
Technologies’ short-range, vehicle-mounted air-defence radar. Raytheon concept image.                                

 
Horrie the Wog Dog was the unofficial mascot for the 2/1st 
Machine Gun Battalion of the Second Australian Imperial Force. 
An Egyptian terrier, the dog was befriended by a soldier serving 
in the unit when it was stationed in Egypt during the Second 
World War. The dog subsequently followed the battalion 
throughout various locations in the Middle East and in Greece 
and Crete, before being smuggled back to Australia in 1942. In 
1945, the dog became the subject of a book by author Ion 
Idriess, and is believed to have been destroyed by quarantine 
officials, although this remains the subject of speculation with 
some researchers claiming that the dog survived after its owner 
switched it with another prior to destruction.  
                                                    
Horrie, an Egyptian terrier, was befriended as a puppy by Australian soldier Private Jim Moody when he was 
stationed in the Ikingi-Maryut area of Egypt in 1941. The dog became the unofficial mascot of Moody's unit, the 
2/1st Machine Gun Battalion, and followed them as they moved around the Middle East and Greece during their 
various campaigns. According to the Australian War Memorial, Horrie was described by his owner as being 
"intelligent and easily trained", and he was employed as an air sentry, alerting troops to approaching enemy 
aircraft. He was promoted to the rank of corporal, and during the evacuation of Greece, Horrie was aboard 
the troopship Costa Rica when it was sunk. He managed to survive, though, and later made it to Crete when he was 
subsequently wounded by a bomb blast. In 1942, after further service in Syria as part of the Allied garrison, Horrie 
was brought back to Australia when Moody was repatriated. In order to get around stringent quarantine laws which 
would have prevented him from bringing Horrie back, Moody smuggled the dog home in a canvas bag, which was 
reinforced with wooden slats so that the dog could breathe.  

In 1945, after Horrie came to public attention following the publishing of a book by Ion Idriess about Horrie's 
exploits, Moody was ordered by quarantine officials to surrender Horrie to be put down. It remains uncertain as to 
whether this occurred. It is believed that the dog was destroyed on 12 March 1945, although according to 
author Anthony Hill, in his book Animal Heroes it was claimed that Horrie survived after Moody substituted him with 
another dog from the pound, who was destroyed in Horrie's place, and that Horrie lived out his natural life 
near Corryong, in rural Victoria.       Ref Wikipedia. 

        Horrie wearing his corporal's uniform 

https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2019/03/25/army-commits-to-new-hawkei-based-air-defence-system/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_mascot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/1st_Machine_Gun_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/1st_Machine_Gun_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ion_Idriess
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ion_Idriess
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ikingi_Maryut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troopship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Crete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarantine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ion_Idriess
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Hill_(author)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corryong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_(Australia)
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2RVR Military Brass Band   1976-1992    
The band was formed form in 1976 and was an integral part of the battalion, for recruiting and PR.  

The band performed at recruit passing out parades at Puckapunyal, performed at the various “Freedom of the City” 

ceremonies, attended local shows and competitions, basically it performed all over the state.  

As the photo shows it did have a good size but like many organisations had trouble keeping the members over a long 

period. The band ceased being when the Army, through cost cutting, drastically reduced the number of bands within 

its organization.         Submitted by Lindsay Govan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                                 Above.       Year unknown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     1986 



 
Newsletter of the 8/7th Battalion-2 RVR Association Inc. A0035094M 

                        

 

12 
 

MILTARY BRASS BAND of the 2nd BATTALION ROYAL VICTORIA REGIMENT. 

Rear:  

  L/Cpl.  John (Jacka) Smith, 

 Rec. John Shannon,  

Rec, Andrew Terry,  

Rec. Barry O’Donohue, Rec.  

Don Halliday, 

Cpl.  Lindsay Govan, 

 Rec. Andrew Squire.  

Rec   Alan Jolly. 

Centre: 

Rec. Stefan Carli.  Rec. 

Mathew. Heenan, Rec. John 

Raven, 

 Pte Peter Pitkin,  

L/Cpl. Les Casey,  

Rec. Des Heenan, 

 Rec. Don Moore, 

Rec.  R Pattie,  

 Rec. Dennis England, 

 Rec. Tom Honeyman,  

Rec.  Lourey. 

 

Front:  

Rec. Doug. Howell,   

Rec. Slatter,  

Rec Blachford, 

S/Sgt. Allan Douglass (Drum 

Major),  

Capt. Smith (Adj)  

WO1 Sutherland (RSM), 

WO1. Darryl Honeyman 

(Bandmaster), 

 Cpl. Ian Archibald,   

L/Cpl Robert Taylor,  

Rec Elliott,  

Rec Alan Woof. 

 

Absent:  

 Cpl. Robert Elliott,   

L/Cpl. G. Shannon, 

 Pte Gary Brown,   

Rec. Peter Kuzmack. 

 

Formed November 1976. 

Photo Taken   Nov 1980.     

   Harvey Photo  
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  Historical Collection of the  

 8th/7th Battalion Royal Victoria Regiment 

   

Museum Matters 

The museum management is waiting for a Fire Survey Report before the next step of the rebuilding can proceed. As 
we all know wheels in government turn rather slowly! 
 
Replacement of the roof of the current hut is on hold due to the future extension. 
 
Donations and purchases continue putting pressure on storage. The museum has been promised another two 
containers and when these arrive that will alleviate the problem. 
 
School groups continue to visit the museum with the aim of educating them on the 160 years of rich history of the 
Battalion. 
 
Association members should consider visiting the museum, as an individual, or organise a visit for other groups that 
they may belong to. The museum is open Thursday 1 – 4 pm and the fourth Sunday morning each month from 9 – 12 
noon or by appointment.                         Contact Neil Leckie on 0400 573 802 to arrange a visit. 
 

Unit Badges that reflect name changes over time for our Battalion.  

As the name implies Royal Victoria Regiment in recent times, has absorbed 
other country units now retired and they have their own revered history and 
their identifying badges. Ed. 

Explanation of Regiment v Battalion: 

 The word Regiment has in the past often been miss-used. For example after the 
Kitchener review in 1909/10 and the 1912 revamp of the Australian Army, there 
were to be 93 Infantry Units raised in Australia. The ‘Infantry’ units were of the 
size of a battalion. Ballarat was allocated the 70th Infantry in the east and the 
71st Infantry in the west. The following year territorial titles were added. One of 
the Infantry units raised used the word ‘Battalion’ in its territorial title, while a 
few included the word ‘Regiment’. The 70th became 70th Infantry (Ballarat 
Regiment) and the 71st became 71st (City of Ballarat) Infantry.  

 The word ‘Regiment’ was added in many territorial titles as a reference to the pride that a city had in its military, 
rather than the size or tactical ability of the unit. In 1903 Ballarat had the 7th Australian Infantry Regiment (a 
battalion structure), however in 1908 this was changed to the 1st Battalion, 7th AIR and a name that more suited the 
unit’s capability. Technically, however, a regiment is made up of a number of battalions. For example the Royal 
Victoria Regiment in 1969 included the 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th and 22nd Battalions. In 2019 there are just the 5th/6th Battalion 
and the 8th/7th Battalion. (Note: 8 comes first as when the 7th and 8th were amalgamated in 1948 the headquarters 
was in Ballarat, the 8th Bn location.) 

            Neil Leckie 

 

    MUSEUM OPEN HOURS                
   

Open Thursday afternoons 
  1 – 4pm, 
 Fourth Sunday of the 
 Month, 9am – 12noon 

Or by appointment. 
 

 Phone  
 Neil Leckie, 
 0400 573 802 
 Or John Coull. 
 0481 286 167 
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BALLARAT’S MILITARY HISTORY IN BADGES 

The local military in Ballarat commenced on 9th August 1858 with the first meeting of the Ballarat Volunteer Rifle 

Regiment. The members had voted Richard Belford to be their ‘Colonel’ and a retired British Major, Robert Wallace, 

the Sherriff of Ballarat was the Adjutant. The Volunteers selected a bottle green uniform based on the 60th Regiment 

of Foot for the regiment. The badges were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cap and Collar Badge for Ballarat Volunteer Rifle Regiment, Ballarat Volunteer Rifle Rangers and Ballarat 

Volunteer Rangers. 

In 1859, Wallace, who quit as Adjutant as he ‘could not work under a man with no military experience, took over as 

the Commanding Officer, when Belford resigned. 1860 saw a slight name change: Ballarat Volunteer Rifle Rangers. 

The next change came during the 1863 revamp of the Victorian Defence Forces where the name changed to the 

Ballarat Volunteer Rangers. 

In 1883 the Volunteer System was scrapped and early in 1884 a ‘Part-paid Militia’ commenced. Many of the old 

Volunteers Enlisted into the militia. In Ballarat the new unit name was the 3rd Battalion, Victorian Rifles.  

The new badge as depicted: 

In 1888 the Ballarat militia became the 3rd (Ballarat) Battalion, Victorian Rifles. 

While the badge remained the same, the name changed again in 1892 to 

1st Battalion, 3rd Victorian Regiment, and then again in 1898 to 3rd 

Battalion, Victorian Infantry Brigade. On Federation the unit was 

renamed 3rd Battalion, Infantry Brigade. In 1903 the Australian Army took 

over all of the former colonial defence forces and Ballarat’s unit became 

the 7th Australian Infantry Regiment (7 AIR).  
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Collar, hat and cap badge of the 7th Australian Infantry Regiment, later 1st Battalion, 7thAustralian Infantry 

Regiment. 

In 1908 Castlemaine and Bendigo split to form two battalions of the 8th Australian Infantry Regiment and the units of 

the other three Australian Infantry Regiments in Victoria became the 1st Battalion of their Regiment. Ballarat was 

now the 1st Battalion, 7th Australian Infantry Regiment. There was no change to the badges. 

Following the Kitchener visit to Australia in 1909/10, and the introduction of Compulsory Military Training for 12 to 

26-year-olds commencing in 1912, Ballarat received the 70th Infantry in the east and the 71st Infantry in the west. 

Shortly afterwards Territorial Titles were added, and the units became the 70th Infantry (Ballarat Regiment) and the 

71st (City of Ballarat) Infantry. The units wore a 70 or 71 Badge on the front of their caps and hats, while the 70th also 

wore a hat badge that was similar to the former 7th AIR badge. 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

Collar, hat and cap badge of the 70th Infantry, later 70th Infantry (Ballarat Regiment) 

In October 1918 a move was made to link the AIF Battalions with the city that they came from, so the 8th Australian 

Infantry Battalion in France became the 1st Battalion, 8th Australian Infantry Regiment. The 70th Infantry in East 

Ballarat became the 2nd Battalion, 8 AIR and the Senior Cadets (attached to the 70th Infantry) became the 3rd 

Battalion, 8 AIR. Similarly, in the west the 39th Australian Infantry Battalion became the 1st Battalion 39 AIR, the 71st 

Infantry became the 2nd Battalion 39 AIR and the Senior Cadets became the 3rd Battalion, 39th AIR. 

With the post-war reduction in the Army and Citizen Military Forces, the militia in Ballarat was named the 8th 

Infantry Battalion (City of Ballarat Regiment). A new badge was designed: 

 

 

 

 

 

Cap and Collar badge of the 8th Infantry Battalion (City of Ballarat Regiment). The pair of collar badges faced 

inwards. 

This badge was worn until 1942 when the 8th Battalion transferred to the AIF and then began fighting ‘overseas’ as 

an AIF Battalion. Post-WW2 the CMF was reformed in 1948 and Mildura’s 7th Battalion was linked with Ballarat’s 8th 
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Battalion to form the 8th/7th Battalion, The North-Western Victorian Regiment, with its Headquarters in Ballarat. A 

new badge, using parts of both the former battalion badges was issued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cap and collar badge of the 7th Infantry Bn (Murray River Borderers) and the 8th/7th Bn, (North-Western Victorian 

Reg’t) 

 

In July 1960 the Royal Regiments were formed in each state. Country Victoria’s 8th/7th Battalion, the 38th Battalion in 

Bendigo and the 59th Battalion in Shepparton were reformed into a new battalion, the 2nd Battalion, The Royal 

Victoria Regiment. The 38th and 59th Battalion badges were: 

 

Cap and collar badges of the 38th Bn (Northern Victorian Regiment) and 59th Bn (Hume Regiment) 

Until 1965, when a new RVR badge was produced, the new battalion wore the Royal Australian Infantry Corps Badge.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Cap and collar badges of the Royal Australian Infantry Corps.   (1960-1965) 
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  Cap and collar badges of the 8th/7th Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment 

               While 2 RVR was renamed 8/7 RVR in 1987, the badges and accoutrements remained unchanged. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………oooOOOooo………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

     Past 8/7th Battalion Commanding Officers  gathering. 

 

 

Can you name them? Answers in the next issue. 
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Rouges Gallery 

      The Little Drummer Boy. Go Lindsay! 

Stop Press. Just in! 

Additional Promotions.  

November -December 

CAPT to MAJ 

Major. N  Dragolovic 

 

CPL to SGT 

Sergeant. W Beales 

Sergeant. P Krupa 

Sergeant. S Moncur 

Sergeant. R Tuck 

Sergeant. B Wright 

   

Pte to LCPL 

Lance Corporal W Paffrath 

Congratulations to all. 
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If you need to change your contact details by way of email may do so using the email addresses: Tom 

Chambers.  tjchambers@iinet.net.au 

 Or fill in your details information below.  Postal Address;       Secretary,       PO Box 543 West 

                                     Ballarat West     3353 

NAME   

ADDRESS   

.PHONE #   

MOBILE   

EMAIL   

NEXT OF KIN   

DETAILS   

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS:  

$20.00 PER YEAR due on 1st October   

 

  

 

IF YOU WISH TO USE DIRECT CREDIT, PLEASE ENSURE YOU MARK YOUR PAYMENT SO WE KNOW WHO HAS PAID. 

BANK DETAILS. CBA.  BSB 063 502 ACCOUNT NUMBER  10354333 

The 8th/7th BATTALION-2RVR ASSOC INC 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

. 

 

 

Privacy Statement 

This organisation respects your right to information privacy. Information we collect and hold on members is kept in 

accordance with information privacy laws. 

Editor: Tom Chambers. All members are encourage to submit articles for the newsletter by email or surface mail. 

Disclaimer: the Editor does not accept any liability whatsoever for the contents of this members’ newsletter. The 
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Association, or the Editor. Anything in this newsletter may be 
reproduced with the acknowledgement of the source. Items submitted by individual authors will require permission 
from the author for any usage. 

 

Please use Block Letters   

NAME AMOUNT 

   $  

 DATE MEMBERS  FINANCIAL    

ADJUSTED REGISTER FILE REC #  

. 
    

 
 

Please make cheque payable to 

 8th/7th Battalion -2RVR Association. 

Please do not send cash in mail. 
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            Supplier’s to the Ranger Museum and the 8/7-2RVR 

Assoc. 

 

 

  

 If not delivered please return to;                                                          

   Secretary                   
Post Office Box 543.                                                                                       

Ballarat  West 3353 

   
          

 

IMPACT TEAMWEAR HAVE MOVED TO 

147 Learmonth Street, Alfredton 

 Next to MEGA MERCH   
              Sponcers Wanted  

          If  you are able to help please contact Tom. 

     

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


