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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433 (Message machine—Please speak clearly)  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th December 2019   
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then….) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         
October 30th      Last formal meeting of the year 
Speaker   Nil– Show and tell (again) 
Subject.         Nil (again) 
 
November 27th   Annual Society Dinner.   
Book online —   30 places only. 7pm.   
Golf House hotel,  920 Doveton St Nth, Ballarat 
 
 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 hone number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

              They don’t take phone calls on a Wednesday. 



 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
Welcome Members, 
           As of Tuesday the 
1st of October two changes in the Fire-
arms Act will come into place. These 
changes are the reclassification of lev-
er action shotguns and the removal of 
residential address from plastic licence 
cards. 
 
The following information has been 
provided by LRD, full details will be 
published on the Victoria Police web-
site on the 1st of October. 
 
From 1st October lever action shotguns 
will no longer be classed as category A 
longarms. Under the new classification 
framework, the following applies. 
 
Lever action shotguns that have a mag-
azine capacity of no more than 5 
rounds will be reclassified from cate-
gory A longarms to category B lon-
garms. 
 
Lever action shotguns that have a mag-
azine capacity of greater than 5 rounds 
will be reclassified from category A 
longarms to category D longarms. 
 
The exact benefit to this change is not 
obvious. Even more confusing is a 
transitional provision which also 
comes into effect on the 1st of October. 
This allows a person who owned a lev-
er action shotgun on a category A or 
A&B before 1st October 2019 to con-
tinue to lawfully possess, use or carry 
these firearms on their existing licence 
even though the shotgun will be classi-
fied differently. Confused?  
 
Next will be centrefire lever actions 
followed by rimfire lever actions. 

What is concerning is this chip away 
approach at what limited conditions we 
currently have. We need to be vigilant 
and protect these conditions.  
  
Border Force is next to join the party 
with a policy change on magazine ca-
pacity. Importation of all firearms fit-
ted with detachable magazines will be 
restricted to a magazine capacity of no 
more than 10 rounds. All detachable 
magazines greater than 10 rounds ca-
pacity will also be restricted.  
 
This affects all future imports but is 
not retrospective to firearms and maga-
zines currently in the country. My il-
logical detector is going off the chart. 
 
For those within our Society who col-
lect handguns, an easy trap on the PTA 
has been brought to my attention.  
 
On the PTA there are 3 checkboxes 
and one field when identifying the 
handguns date of manufacture.  
One box indicates pre 1900 manufac-
ture,  
 
The second between 1900 and 1947 
manufacture.  
The third, post 1947 manufacture and 
the field if you know the actual date of 
manufacture.  
 
As collectors we pride ourselves on the 
knowledge we have on our chosen in-
terests and if we know that Walther 
P38 was manufactured by Mauser in 
1943 were darn well going to put it on 
the form.  
 
Clever as we are, unless we also check 
the box marked 1900 to 1947 the LRD 
system does not recognize this hand-



 

gun as a pre-1947 manufacture.  
 
Whilst on the surface this appears su-
perficial it has the potential to impact 
on the transition of a Cat 1 licence to a 
Cat 2 licence where the requirement to 
possess more than 10 pre-1947 manu-
facture handguns, is paramount. 
  
Upcoming events for the next 2 months 
are the SSAA Shot Show at the Mel-
bourne Show Grounds on October the 
19th and 20th.  
 
The Adelaide Gun Show at Angle Park 
Greyhound Racetrack on October the 
26thand 27th.  
 
The Sydney Gun Show at Penrith Pan-
thers Expo Centre on November the 9th 
and 10th.  
 
Our monthly meeting will be held on 
Wednesday the 30th October at the usu-
al venue, I’ll see you there. At least I 
hope so as this the last formal meet of 
the year. 
 
Don’t drag your feet in booking for the 
Social Event of the Year (cough), that 
is, the Annual Society dinner, or nosh 
up as some might deem it.  Details on 
page two. Book online, or have some-
one do it for you and, use the Contact 
Us form. 
 
Nick has revamped the website and 
would appreciate comments, good and 
bad. 
 
 
Yours in collecting, 

Andrew Day. 

 
Went down the pub a few nights ago 
and thought I’d take a taxi home… 

 
 
 

First time I’ve driven a taxi... 

 
 
Editorial 
Those of you who are keen of eye and 
sharp of wit will note there are some 
changes to the makeup of the Commit-
tee.  Mostly, it’s from Revlon, to Estee 
Lauder.  
Where a mobile is shown as a contact, 
please respect the request that a text be 
the first method of contact. 
 
The October meeting will be the last 
formal meet of the year.  In-between 
that and March of 2020, will be the 
Annual dinner, Christmas, January 
when nothing much happens anyway, 
so why spoil a trend, and then, the An-
nual Shoot at BPC with accompanying 
BBQ. (Fire restriction not withstand-
ing. 
 
Couple of things I’d like to comment 
on… 
One, our monthly attendance is poor.  
Mostly because of lack of speakers or 
visual entertainment.  It’s not my prob-
lem, that’s what the committee is sup-
posed to sort out. 



 

The other thing is, it’s only a very 
small number of members who bother 
to show and tell. 
 
It’s a self perpetuating downward spi-
ral, which needs some sort of input 
from members, to reverse. 
 
The newsletters we get from other 
clubs and those include interstate orgs, 
show an oft-times rich and diverse 
range of interests and collecting sub-
jects, including non firearm related 
items, but mostly of a military bent.  
 
Have a read of these newsletters and 
use them to inspire, please. 
 
 
 

Sincerely 
Editor 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travelling to Adelaide recently my 
wife and I stopped of at Bordertown. 

This was around the time the auction of 
Bob Hawke’s personal possessions and 
my wife mentioned that Bordertown, 
was Bob’s birthplace.  

As we drove though, I noted banners 
on the street light poles, showing imag-
es of local wildlife (Roos, Koalas) but 
every so often, an image of Bob. 

I commented that it probably was not 
the first time Bob had been erected, 
virtually, on a post. 

(Yes, my wife said the same thing.) 

———————————————  

For those of you who are Net chal-
lenged, there will be an event at the 
Ballarat Airport in October. 

“The Best of Ballarat Rally” 
Club Name: Ballarat Engine & Ma-
chinery Preservation Society Inc. 
Date: October 20th 2019 
Address: Ballarat Airport. Airport 
Road, Mitchell Park VIC 3352. Please 
follow signs. 
Event Details: Featuring all things 
Ballarat, however all items of interest 
are most welcome. 

The “Friends of the Anson” shed will 
be open as well.  Alan P will only be 
too happy to show you around. 

 

 



 

A Rifle With a Story 

 By Leigh M. 
 
Every single item in our collections has 
a story to tell. Sometimes this story 
may be of a more general nature such 
as the story of innovation. One exam-
ple of this is the introduction of smoke-
less power told through the Lebel Mod-
el 1886 rifle and its 8x50mm cartridge. 
Other times it might be the personal 
story of someone that owned or used 
the particular firearm that you have. 
 
Prior to finding a home in our collec-
tions, most things we collect were pre-
viously owned by others and others 
will subsequently own them after we 
are gone.  It is important to remember 
that we are merely the custodians of 
these items for future generations. As 
such, we collectors have taken on the 
duty of preserving these artefacts, their 
history and stories. However, in many 
instances those stories have been lost to  
time. 
 
If you are anything like me there have 
been a number of times, over the years, 
where you have said words to the effect  

 
 

that …”I wish this firearm could 
talk…’ This article is about one rifle 
that can (metaphorically) talk. 
 
About a year ago I was looking through 
the pages of ozgunsales.com, as I often 
do, to view what was on offer, specifi-
cally in within my main interest of vin-
tage military firearms. I wasn’t looking 
for anything in particular when I came 
across a London Small Arms Co. 
(LSA) Short, Magazine, Lee-Enfield 
(SMLE) Mk III dated 1915 that very 
much piqued my interest.  
 
LSA SMLEs are somewhat harder to 
find than others. LSA, like the more 
famous Birmingham Small Arms Co 
(BSA), was a civilian gun maker and 
military contractor, as opposed to the 
government owned Royal Small Arms 
Factory (RSAF) at Enfield. However, 
unlike both BSA and the RSAF En-
field, LSA never attained high levels of 
SMLE production, preferring to focus 
on maintaining a greater level of work-
manship on their firearms. Moreover, 



 

LSA only changed to production of the 
MKIII* in 1918 a full 2 years after oth-
er factories. The LSA factory closed in 
1935 unable to compete with the more 
efficient factories of BSA and RSAF 
Enfield.  
  
Again, if you are anything like me, the 
first thing you do when you have found 
a firearm that you may wish to add to 
your collection will be to examine its 
condition for originality. With the few 
photographs that were attached to the 
listing, it appeared that the rifle I was 
interested in was in original condition. 
After expressing my interest to the 
dealer and asking for a number of extra 
photographs I was able to ascertain that 
the rifle had all matching numbers, 
with original barrel and woodwork. 
The rifle had both early (Arrow inside 
a ‘D’) and later (D arrow D) Australian 
Department of defence ownership 
markings. At some point in its career it 

was issued within 2nd Military District 
and it had had its cocking piece and 
magazine replaced with Second World 
War examples. Additionally, the maga-
zine cut-off and piling swivel had been 
removed somewhere in the rifle’s long 
life. 

 
I negotiated a mutually agreeable price 
with the vendor and when the appropri-
ate paperwork arrived I proceeded to 
the dealer to collect the rifle. I gave the 
rifle a once over in person to confirm 
what I had seen in the pictures and 
handed over the money and paperwork, 
very happy with my latest acquisition.  
 
That evening when I got home I no-
ticed an extra detail that and I had 
failed to see and the vendor hadn’t 
mentioned; he most likely had not no-
ticed it either. The rifle had a name 
carved in a cursive script on the left 
hand side of the butt! The woodwork 
being very dark and the carving being 
very old had conspired to prevent my 
noticing it. 
 
A rifle that is directly attributable to a 
service person is a rare thing as Mike 
Etzel writing for the Australian War 
Memorial highlights: 
 



 

Except in rare cir-
cumstances, such 
as the rifle being 
specifically built as 
a sniper rifle, sol-
diers never kept 
logbooks on the 
rifles they were 
issued with. As a 
result, it is almost 
impossible to trace 
the history of a rifle 
to a soldier’s name 
in most instances. 
This is further com-
plicated when ob-
solete rifles and 
bayonets have been 
released on the ci-
vilian market for 
disposal. 

 
 
With the hope that the name carved 
into my rifle was indeed a service per-
son, I immediately set about research-
ing the name, which, after a little bit of 
deciphering of the initials, read: J.H. 
Punch. 
 
Initially, I went to the government’s 
official roll of Second World War vet-
erans at www.ww2roll.gov.au and 
looked up the surname. There were 48 
surname matches, however, none with 
the correct initials. I subsequently went 
to the AIF Project’s roll of First World 
War veterans at www.aif.adfa.edu.au 
where I found 25 surname matches 
along with an entry for a possible 
match: James Henry PUNCH. 
 
2921 James Henry PUNCH was a 20 
year old Cab Driver from Beveridge 
Street Swan Hill who enlisted in the 

AIF on 16 June 1916. He embarked 
with the 6th Reinforcement of the 2nd 
Pioneer Battalion on 20 October 1916. 
 
As good as this discovery was, a 
matching name doesn’t necessarily 
mean it was that soldier’s rifle, and 
confirmation was still lacking. With the 
aim of attempting to garner further in-
formation and possible confirmation, I 
looked up 2921 J. H. Punch’s enlist-
ment records held in the National Ar-
chive of Australia. It was within these 
records I discovered positive confirma-
tion that it was indeed Private Punch’s 
rifle.  For not only was the name 
carved in the rifle his,  the carving was 
in the form of Punch’s signature that I 
was able to compare. 

http://www.ww2roll.gov.au
http://www.aif.adfa.edu.au


 

 
After arriving in the UK on 9 January 
1917 and spending 6 months at the pio-
neer training battalion, Private Punch 
was taken on strength of the 15th Train-
ing Battalion (infantry) On 4  December 
1917 when he proceeded to France. He 
joined the 29th Battalion (8th Brigade, 5th 
Division) in the field on 11 December 
1917. He saw combat during the German 
Spring Offensives, participating in con-
fused fighting along the River Ancre 

which helped to slow the German Ad-
vance on Amiens. He was wounded in 
action (remaining on duty) on 29 July 
1918 during the Battalion’s attack at 
Morlancour. In August and September 
he took part in the great advance that 
followed the battle of Amiens. Punch 
took part in the 29th Battalion’s last ma-
jor action in September when the 5th and 
3rd Australian Divisions, and two Amer-
ican divisions attacked the Hindenburg 
Line across the top of the 6km St 

Quentin Canal tunnel. 
 
On 10 October 1918  
Punch as admitted to hos-
pital sick with tonsillitis. 
By this time combat op-
erations of 1918 had 
pushed the AIF almost to 
breaking point. On 12 
October the 29th Battal-
ion was disbanded to pro-
vide reinforcements for 
other 8th Brigade units 
and upon his discharge 
from hospital on 17 Octo-
ber, Punch was trans-
ferred to the 32nd Battal-
ion. 
 
The end of the war on 11 
November saw Punch 
and the 32nd Battalion 
out of the field in a rest 
area. On 27 February 
1919 while on leave in 
the UK,, Punch was ad-
mitted to hospital with 
influenza. Soon after his 
release from hospital he 
returned to Australia and 
was discharged in May 
1919. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

AUSTRALIAN ARMS AUCTION #53 

Over 750 collectable, sporting, hunting, Club, interesting, rare & exciting items, that  
will undoubtedly, whet your appetite. Our website link is 
www.australianarmsauctions.com 

53rd AUCTION HELD ON 13TH OCTOBER 2019 

CATALOGUE AVAILABLE ONLINE TO VIEW NOW 

Date: Sunday 13th October, 2019 at 10.00am start  Viewing:  Saturday 12 noon until 
5.00 pm & Sunday 8 am until 10.00 am, auction start. 

Venue: Hungarian Community Centre, 760 Boronia Road Wantirna 3152  Melway 63 F
-5.  Excellent onsite parking facilities. 

Canteen by Cheryl Savage including evening meals Saturday & breakfast Sunday. 

Please enquire with Cheryl & place your order. Accommodation listing is available up-

on request. admin@australianarmsauctions.com 

———————————————————————————————— 

I’m always looking for original articles for inclusion in Fusillade. It’s way too 
easy to bulk out a newsletter with items gleaned from the Net, but at times, I 
have to do this, as does just about every other editor. 

There is a wealth of knowledge out there amongst the membership. Please con-
sider sharing.   

If needed, I’m happy to assist with the construction of the article, as are others 
with knowledge. The blank page is inevitably daunting, but having started, it’s 
often the case of “where to stop...” 

“Oh, suppose I write something that’s wrong.”  So what?  No doubt it will be 
the content of another piece written by somebody else.   

It’s a win win situation     

Editor 

http://www.australianarmsauctions.com
mailto:admin@australianarmsauctions.com


 

The Best of Ballarat Rally 

Club Name: Ballarat Engine & Machinery Preservation 
Society Inc. 
Date: October 20th 2019 
Address: Ballarat Airport. Airport Road, Mitchell Park 
VIC 3352. Please follow signs. 
Event Details: Featuring all things Ballarat, however all 
items of interest are most welcome.  

Help us celebrate 50 years since the formation of our 
Club. 

We have limited indoor display areas available, but ex-
tensive space outdoors. 
Contact: Peter 0400 154 972, Ben 0411 189 520 or Ian 
0411 409 337. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is a worry… 4 x 4 x 10gauge 



 

Please note. Any collectable item can be advertised. Members, looking for items, can place a wish list also.  

 
Research service for medal collectors.  Very reasonable rates.   
David Thewliss, PO Box 1440, SALE 3850      Ph/Fax (03) 5144 6845. 
 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Fire Pumps TOHATSU (Japanese)  Very high performance.   
Contact Clive Keays Engineering, Beaufort 0418 309 550 for details 
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

More items from one of Ron’s eclectic collections   
 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via REGISTERED or PRIORITY MAIL 
And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 

 
Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  

could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 
 

Registered Mail takes a week to get to Melbourne.  Use Express Mail if  
unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   

Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 
 

http://www.rflb.com.au/

