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MEETINGS ACANT general meetings are held at the DPC Club House at the 
Mickett Creek Shooting Complex, Darwin, at 7.30 pm on the second 
Thursday of each month. Approval has been obtained from the 
Commissioner of Police for each meeting to be preceded by an authorised 
collectors’ shoot. Under current arrangements, firearms held on a 
collector’s licence, including A, C, and H Class firearms but excluding B 
Class, may be discharged at approved shoots, conducted at DPC Range 3 
commencing at 5.30 pm.  The committee strongly encourages as many 
members as possible to attend these Thursday shoots.  
 

Thursday Themed Meetings 
9th JAN       New Acquisitions 
13th FEB     Police and Militia  
12th MAR   Bayonets, Swords, Knives  
9th APR       Small Arms of the Boer Wars and WWI  
14th MAY    Patents of John Moses Browning  
11th JUNE   Military Accoutrements  
9th JULY      Martinis, Sniders, & Australian Colonial 
13th AUG    Small Arms of WWII  
10th SEPT    Big Game and Classic Sporters  
8th OCT       Webleys and Service Sidearms  
12th NOV    Shotguns, Rimfire and & Bore Rifles  
10th DEC     Ordnance, Cartridges, Tools, etc 
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The Bug 
By Ranid May 

 
Well, this isn’t your normal run of the mill ACANT article and something 
you may not be expecting so hold onto your socks. It starts with the 
‘bug’…the bug to collect. Let’s face it, we wouldn’t all be here…here in 
ACANT if we weren’t somewhat collectors. They are a funny breed, 
bordering on obsessive, compulsive, anal, and all of the above. It takes a 
certain breed that’s for sure.  

 
Mine started with my folks being academics and collectors of all art in 
general but mostly primitive art from Papua New Guinea, Aboriginal 
Australia, Asia, North America and so on. Among other things, they lived in 
PNG for five years and whilst there, trekked around all over PNG collecting 
tribal pots, shields, bows and arrows, yam masks and more. So you see I’ve 
grown up surrounded by art of various descriptions from all over the world. 
Through time I have seen this collection grow…and grow…and grow to the 
point where it has taught me to try and be abstemious so as to not make 
the same mistake. But of course I have been doing the same…collecting art 
and other things from all over the world so now find myself in the same 

Author’s Webley 455 revolver 



predicament – a house full of beautiful things stuffed to the rafters and not 
enough room to display, hang etc. You think you’d learn hey?!  
 
So here I am today one year away after first joining ACANT and already 
have acquired 10 handguns and an additional two long arms during this 
time. So even though I’ve tried to resist, the ‘bug’ has caught me and nailed 
me hard (no thanks too to Bart and Tony who email me and ring me up 
telling me of great deals and certain handguns they know I would like or 
am after). 
 

t all started with the pre-1900 Webley Mk IV .455 revolver and grew 
from there. For some reason the Webley just spoke to me or should I 
say yelled out to me to get one. But it had to be a specific model: the 

bird’s beak handle, 4 inch barrel Webley. It took me a few months but I 
finally got one and a beauty at that. For some reason that model and look 
just got me hot under the collar. Anyway, I don’t have to explain to you 
fellow collectors as you are all just as crazy if not more…well…some more 
that’s for sure.  
 
Not to compete with Tony but a little bit of history on the Webley Mk IV 
.455 Webley. The British manufacturer’s Webley & Scott 6-round top-break 
revolver was a standard issue service handgun utilised by Commonwealth 
Forces (e.g. UK, Australia, New Zealand, India and Canada) during the late 
1800s to early 1900s. The Mk IV .455 Webley began production in July 1899 
in time for the Boer War of 1899 to 1902. Manufacturing quality was 
upgraded from the Mk III to the MK IV by adopting better quality steel, 
case-hardened parts, modifications to other parts and re-designing the 
blast-shield. It was typically known as the ‘Boer War’ model as it became 
popular during that time when officers bought them on their way to the 
war. It stayed in common use right up until the end of 1914.  
 
The MK V came into production in December 1913 but as there was a 
surplus of the MK IVs and the MK Vs had not been mass-produced in time 
due to War interferences, the MK IVs were commonly used until the end of 
1914. The iconic Mk IV .455 Webley model known by many for that time is 
the bird beak handle, 4-inch barrel version. And that’s the model/version I 
have fallen in love with. 
 
After getting the Webley, the passion for collecting just steamrolled. From 
there it went to classic pocket pistols, mostly in .32 and .380 ACP. Again, for 
no apparent reason, pocket pistols grabbed my attention. I think it was 
more my shallow, aesthetic nature…to own and collect cute, little, retro, 
funky, well-designed gems. So now, my passions for collecting are more of 
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a mix of wanting retro pocket pistols to early Commonwealth, classic-
looking revolvers and long arms e.g. the BSA Martini Cadet .310, Lithgow’s 
Lee Enfield No. 1 Mk III (SMLE) .303 and No. 5 Jungle Carbine .303. I now 
have my sights on a 1940 Enfield Tanker No. 2 Mk I .38 revolver.  
 
Some of the pocket pistols I own include: Bernardelli M60 .380 ACP, a Nazi-
stamped CZ P27 .32 ACP, Browning FN 1910 .32 ACP, Colt Hammerless 
1903 .32 ACP and a hand engraved, pimp/drug lord looking, mother of 
pearl handled Walther PPK .380 ACP. Two other classic pocket pistols I 
hope to 
acquire one 
day are the 
Galesi .32 
ACP and the 
Beretta 
M1934 .380 
ACP. So you 
can see the 
pattern – 
generally 
small, short-
barrelled, 
elegant, 
retro, well-
designed gems. 

 
Of course even 
though I joke about being shallow and being ruled by my aesthetics, I really 
do love the history and provenance belonging to all my acquisitions and 
take that seriously. My collecting is far-reaching and not only centred on 
firearms. I own other old and exquisite toys like my 1971 Toyota Land 
Cruiser FJ40 (shorty), and a knife collection, which includes an Indian 
Tiger/Katar dagger, Moroccan tribal dagger, antique Balinese kris, Nepalese 
Kukris and Native American Blackfoot bowie knife. 
 
So even though I am by no means an expert in vintage, collectable firearms, 
my desires, eagerness and passion are there just as much as all of us 
eccentric, diehard collectors. It’s a real ‘bug’ and a hard one to avoid or 
ignore. Yes, it costs us dearly (in more ways than one) to the point of 
having two minute noodles for dinner instead of a rump steak, and being in 
the dog box from the missus for buying yet another item but hey…would 
you change anything or admit defeat? I think not!                                                         

Not the author’s - a 75th Anniversary Walther PPK in                                           

stainless finish chambered in .380 Auto 



How World War II would have continued if the A-
bombs had not been used – the extent of Japanese 

air Kamikaze forces 
 

By Tom Lewis 
 
By 1944 the concepts of suicide in war as a weapon were being embedded 
in the minds of the Japanese people. The Bulgarian Air Attache to Japan 
was interviewed by a famous Japanese novelist for the government 
information agency. What, asked the novelist, impressed him about Japan? 
The spirit of sacrifice, unhesitatingly replied the attaché, embodied by the 
concepts of tai-atari (self-
ramming); jibaku (self-
destruction in the air), and 
nikudan (human bullet) 
concepts, the “death or 
victory, victory or death 
ideal.”1 And in a peculiarly 
Japanese way the concept 
worked: if one life equaled 
one ship, then proceed.2 
 
Glider corps units were 
intensified around Japan as 
the war continued. These 
gave teenage boys 
rudimentary lessons in flight. 
They were followed, although 
the progress was implied 
rather than advertised, by 
further unit training through 
an accelerated air cadet 
course, and then assignment 
to a suicide unit.3 

 
1 Hoyt, Edwin P. Japan’s War. The Great Pacific Conflict 1853-1952. London: Hutchinson, 1987. 
(p. 360-361) 
2 A previous ACANT edition detailed the suicide speedboats and divers of the Japanese forces. 
They also had a fleet of one and two man submarines, many of which were intended for one-
way missions. (See the same author’s Atomic Salvation, from which these articles are drawn.) 
3 Hoyt, Edwin P. Japan’s War. The Great Pacific Conflict 1853-1952. London: Hutchinson, 1987. 
(p. 369) 

Japanese suicide aircraft in its final dive. He 

missed and crashed alongside the USS Sangamon. 

(US Navy Photo) 



 
Suicide diving was fostered as a concept in the naval air force, with a 
methodology that saw careful talks from flag rank officers which implied 
the idea had been forced upon them from the ranks below.1 However, it 
was indeed routinely used in the war by pilots whose aircraft were so badly 
damaged they would not make it home. For example, the first air raid on 
Darwin, Australia, which saw four Japanese aircraft brought down, cites in 
the Japanese records that one was seen to “voluntarily” dive into a 
building: 
 

A unit of carrier-based bombers from Kaga (led by Lieutenant 
OGAWA Masakazu [or Shôichi]). The 1st Company (nine carrier-
based bombers): Bombed the eastern airport, blasting two 
hangers which caught fire and bombed the western airport, 
blasting a hanger and barracks which caught fire, and strafing 
barracks and radio direction-finding facility; one bomber 
voluntarily crashed into the target [after being damaged] and 
another bomber received gunshot damage.2 
 

 

 
1 Hoyt, Edwin P. Japan’s War. (p. 374) 
2 Major source: Bôeichô Bôei Kenshûjo Senshishitsu [Military History Department, National 
Institute of Defense Studies, the Defense Agency] ed. Ran’in Bengaru-wan hômen kaigun 
shinkô sakusen [The Dutch East Indies and Bengal Bay Area: Naval Advance Operations]. 
Senshi Sôsho vol. 26. Tokyo: Asagumo Shinbunsha, 1969. (p. 342) Translated by Haruki 
Yoshida 

A Betty bomber with an Ohka, or Cherry Blossom, suicide attack 

aircraft underneath it. (USAF) 



The Japanese government, 
even in the hard-pressed 
days of 1945, was still 
producing a large number of 
aircraft. Foreign Ministry 
high official Tochikazu Kaze, 
who was in a position to 
know, noted in his 
autobiography that the 
nation was turning out in 
February “1,685 per month”, 
although that included all 
types. It had built 28,180 in 
1944.1 As 1945 moved on 
and the war came closer to 
the Home Islands the 
prospect of using more and 
more suicide tactics became 
more of a reality. The Navy’s 
Admiral Onishi offered to 
spend “20 million lives” in 
kamikaze attacks to stop any 
invasion.2 One of the 
planners, Lieutenant General Noburu Tazoe, told his US interrogators: 

The [combined army and navy] air force plan was to attack the 
Allied Fleet by Kamikaze planes, and for that purpose the full air 
force, led by the Commanding general, was made ready to destroy 
the Allied ships near the shore. We expected annihilation of the 
entire air force, but we felt that it was our duty. The Army and Navy 
each had 4,000 to 5,000 planes for this purpose. Of that force, 
waves of 300 to 400 planes at the rate of one wave per hour for 
each of the Army and the Navy would have been used to oppose a 
landing on Kyoshu [sic].3  

The kamikaze technique was very effective in its accounting: one life 
sacrificed caused hundreds of enemy fatalities. The deaths of nearly 400 

 
1 Kase, Toshikazu. Journey to the Missouri. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1950. (p. 101) 
2 The Pacific War Research Society. Japan’s Longest Day. Tokyo: Kodansha International 
Limited, 1986. (p. 75) 
3 Wilcox, Robert K. Japan's Secret War: Japan's Race Against Time to Build Its Own Atomic 
Bomb. New York: Marlowe and Company, 1995. (pp: 161-162) 

A famous photograph of Japanese kamikaze 

flyers with a puppy. The photo featured 

prominently in Japan in articles about the WWII 

fliers. (Public domain) 



American sailors and the removal of the aircraft carrier USS Bunker Hill 
from the war gives testimony as to the loss of life that occurred with an 
effective kamikaze hit on a large ship. The possibility was vividly explored 
by Maxwell Taylor Kennedy, who wrote Danger’s Hour: The Story of the 
USS Bunker Hill and the Kamikaze Pilot Who Crippled Her. 
 

The second half of the book tells what happened on the Bunker Hill 
after the planes hit the ship. Through extensive interviews and 
official reports, Kennedy reconstructs the attack and its aftermath, 
second by second. Just before the crash, Ogawa sent a final Morse 
code. "I have found the enemy vessels … Now, I am diving into the 
ship." 1 

 
hat is also telling is Kennedy’s examination of the motivation of 
suicide pilots like Japanese kamikaze pilot Kiyoshi Ogawa. 
Intelligent, amusing, young and all too human, the book shows 

how thousands of like-minded young men would have rallied to the cause 
as the military leaders became more desperate. 
 
Ogawa grew up in Gunma Prefecture and 
attended Waseda University in Tokyo. In the 
fall of 1943, he was drafted along with other 
liberal arts students from top universities. He 
entered the 14th Class of Naval Flight Reserve 
Students and received basic training at 
Takeyama Base near Yokosuka and flight 
training at air bases at Tsuchiura and Yatabe 
in Ibaraki Prefecture. He became part of the 
Kamikaze Special Attack Corps 7th Showa 
Squadron that sortied from Kanoya Air Base in 
southern Kyushu on 11 May, 1945.  
 
Ogawa piloted the second bomb-carrying Zero fighter that crashed into 
Bunker Hill. This kamikaze attack killed 393 and wounded 264, one of the 
most significant numbers for those inflicted by any other Japanese suicide 
attack. The identity of Kiyoshi Ogawa as the pilot of the second Zero fighter 
to hit Bunker Hill was determined from items taken from his remains by 
Robert Schock, a Bunker Hill crewman. Schock found a name tag with the 
Japanese characters for the rank of ensign, a broken aviator watch, and 

 
1 Stars and Stripes. Robin Hoecker. “To the death. Author says Bunker Hill, WWII Kamikaze 
pilots relate to warfare today.” December 4, 2008. http://www.stripes.com/news/to-the-
death-1.85893 Accessed June 2014. 

W 

http://www.stripes.com/news/to-the-death-1.85893
http://www.stripes.com/news/to-the-death-1.85893


two photographs.1 When Schock passed away, his grandson, Dax Berg, 
found Ogawa's possessions stored away in a box. The name tag, along with 
the date and time of the kamikaze attack on Bunker Hill, turned out to be 
the key to identification of Ogawa as the pilot. In March 2001, Ogawa's 
grandniece and her mother visited San Francisco to receive his items from 
Berg.2 
 
As the kamikaze efforts intensified, so too did the development of more 
effective aircraft for defence. These too would have become suicide 
aircraft if they were too damaged to return to base. The Pacific War 
Research Society’s analysis showed new aircraft – Raiden, Gekko, and 
Suisei – together with a four-engined bomber under development, the 
Renzan, and a rocket fighter plane, the Shusui.3 
 
It was not just ships which were targets. The concept of a Japanese aircraft 
ramming an Allied one was developed. Sergeant Walter Odlin, an American 
Prisoner of War held in Tokyo, saw a massive raid of 25 May from the 
ground, with kamikaze aircraft used as a defence. “The tiny planes (Bakas?) 
flew against the bombers and exploded, shattering into a thousand pieces. 
The bombers both burst into flames but remained intact while they came 
slowly down and crashed.” Twenty-six B-29 bombers were brought down in 
that raid, but mostly by anti-aircraft fire.4 
 
The Ohka was 
deliberately developed as 
a one-way kamikaze 
aircraft, launched from a 
mothership aircraft, while 
others were variants of 
existing types such as the 
Zero or Val. A sortie was 
flown on 12 April with 
eight Betty bombers 
which succeeded in 
launching six Ohka attack 
aircraft. In the only 
confirmed sinking of a 
vessel by an Ohka, one hit 

 
1 Kamikaze Images. http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/kamikaze/writings/ogawa/index.htm 
2 Kamikaze Images. http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/kamikaze/writings/ogawa/index.htm 
3 The Pacific War Research Society. Japan’s Longest Day. (p. 8) 
4 Kerr, E Bartlett. Flames Over Tokyo. New York: Donald I Fine, Inc, 1991. (pp. 250) 

Ohka or Cherry Blossom special attack aircraft in a 

Tokyo museum. The nine second burn of the engine 

pushed it to high speeds which would give a 

devastating explosion on impact. (Author photo) 



the destroyer USS Mannert L Abele. But five of the bombers were lost, and 
a sixth crashed on landing.1  
 
A mission two days later saw all seven bombers launched lost. On the 16th 
an attack with six Bettys resulted in four losses. 2 Two B-29s, reports Hoyt, 
were destroyed by a Japanese fighter’s act of tai-atari (self-ramming), 
which saw him hit one, and the resultant explosion set fire to another.3 
     

Aircraft 
name 

Type/engines/crew/ 
variants 

Armament Comments Number 
built 

Mitsubishi 
Raiden 
Allied 
codename 
Jack4 

• Fighter 

• Single engine 

• One man 

• Six variants 

4 x 20mm 
cannon 

Poor visibility but 
excellent climb, 
firepower and 
performance5 

621 

Nakajima6 
(Gekkou); 
Allied 
codename 
Irving 

• Night-Fighter 

• Twin Engine 

• Two Man 

• Three variants 

2-3 20mm 
cannon or  
2 x 551lb 
bombs 
(kamikaze 
mode) 

Could not match 
the height 
performance of 
later bombers, 
esp. B-297 

479 

Yokosuka8 
Suisei 
 
Allied 
codename 
Judy 

• Bomber, Dive 

• Single engine 

• Two man  

• Five variants 
 
 

3 rifle-calibre 
machineguns 
 
500/800kg 
bombs 
(design/kami
kaze) 
 

Poor engine 
reliability with 
insufficient crew 
and fuel 
protection 

2038 

Nakajima 
Renzan9 

• Bomber, heavy 

• Four engine 

• Seven man 

• One variant 

6 x 20mm 
cannon 
5 x 13mm 
machineguns 
8,000lb 
bombload 

Never produced 
in quantity due to 
shortage of 
aluminium 

7 

 
1 Tagaya, Osamu. Mitsubishi Type 1 Rikko ‘Betty’ Units of World War 2. Osprey Publishing Ltd. 
2001. (p. 95) 
2 Mitsubishi Type 1 Rikko ‘Betty’ Units of World War 2. Osprey Publishing Ltd. 2001. (p. 95) 
3 Hoyt, Edwin P. Japan’s War. The Great Pacific Conflict 1853-1952. London: Hutchinson, 1987. 
(p. 363) 
4 Military Factory. http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?aircraft_id=626 
Accessed January 2014.  
5 US Armed Forces Manual. U.S. Technical Air Intelligence Command, May 1945. 
http://www.wwiiaircraftperformance.org/japan/Jack-11-105A.pdf Accessed January 2014. 
6 Military Factory. http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?aircraft_id=542 
7 Francillon, Rene J. Japanese Aircraft of the Pacific War (1st ed.). London: Putnam & Company 
Ltd, 1970. 
8 Military Factory. http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?aircraft_id=542 
9 Military Factory. http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?aircraft_id=542 

http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/detail.asp?aircraft_id=626
http://www.wwiiaircraftperformance.org/japan/Jack-11-105A.pdf


Aircraft 
name 

Type/engines/crew/ 
variants 

Armament Comments Number 
built 

Mitsubishi 
Shusai1 

• Fighter, rocket-
propelled 
interceptor 

• One engine 

• One man 

• Five variants 

30mm 
cannon 
 

Navy 
On paper could 
outfly anything 
the Allies 
possessed  
3,600 to be 
delivered by 
March 1946 

67 

Mitsubishi 
Reppu2 3 

• Fighter, four 
bladed propeller 

• Superchargers 

2 x 20mm 
cannon and 
two 13.2mm 
machine guns 
or  
4 x 20mm 
cannon 

Possibly capable 
of reaching B-29s 
8 prototypes 
built; production 
Oct 45 

8 

 
Aircraft carriers were a primary target of the kamikazes. Danger’s Hour 
provides some useful data4 on the larger carriers, with other information 
provided, as shown below, by Tony DiGiulian. Near-misses and damage 
caused by the same and minor strikes are not included, but approximate 
another 50% of action. 
 

Name Date struck KIA5 Result 

Derived from Kennedy6 

USS Franklin 27/30 Oct 
19447 

>700 Out of the war, according to Kennedy, but 
according to DiGiulian she returned to action. 
DeGiulan disputes the 700 men killed in this first 
strike, but notes 724 killed in a bomb strike on 19 
March 1945. That strike indeed took her out of 
combat.8 

 
1 Weintraub, Stanley. The Last Great Victory. New York: Truman Talley Books, 2001. (p. 375) 
2 Weintraub, Stanley. The Last Great Victory. New York: Truman Talley Books, 2001. (p. 375) 
3 Military History Encyclopedia on the Web. 
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_mitsubishi_A7M.html Accessed June 2018. 
4 Kennedy, Maxwell Taylor. Danger’s Hour. New York: Simon and Schuster, 2008. (p. 235) The 
Bunker’s Hill data is derived from this and DiGiulian. 
5 All derived from DiGiulian except for the Franklin and St Lo figures: the latter from NavSource 
Online http://www.navsource.org/archives/03/063.htm Totals include dead and missing. 
6 Kennedy suggests another 25 “smaller British and American carriers” were damaged by 
kamikaze strikes.  
7 Kamikaze Damage to US and British Carriers. Website. DiGiulian, Tony. 
http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm Accessed February 2015. DiGiulian says 
the 30th. 
8 US Navy records confirm. See Rdigan, Joe. NavSource Online: Aircraft Carrier Photo Archive. 
http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/13t.htm Accessed Feb 2015. 

http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_mitsubishi_A7M.html
http://www.navsource.org/archives/03/063.htm
http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm
http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/13t.htm


USS Intrepid 24/25 Nov 
19441 

11 Out of action 2.5 months 

16 Apr 
1945 

8 Out of action 3 months 

30 Oct 
19442 

10 Operational immediately 

USS 
Ticonderoga 

22 Jan 
19453 

143 Out of action 6 months4 

USS Saratoga 21 Feb 
1945 

123 Out of the war 

USS Randolph 11 Mar 
1945 

25 Out of action 1 month 

USS 
Enterprise 

5 Apr 1945 Nil Out of action 1 month 

 14 May 
1945 

14 Out of the war 

USS Hancock 25 Nov 
1944 

15 Not out of action – 15 men KIA5 

 7 Apr 1945 62 Out of action 3 months 

USS Bunker 
Hill 

11 May 
1945 

389 Out of the war 

Derived from DiGiulian 

USS Essex 25 Nov 
1944 

15 Out of action 3 weeks 

USS 
Lexington 

5 Nov 1944 Nil Out of action 4 weeks 

USS Belleau 
Wood 

30 Oct 
1944 

92 Out of action 3 months 

USS Cabot 25 Nov 
1945 

62 Out of action 3 weeks 

USS 
Sangamon 

4 May 1945 36 Out of the war 

USS Suwanee 25 Oct 
1944 

Nil Operational immediately 

 26 Oct 
1944 

150 Out of action 3 months 

 
1 Kamikaze Damage to US and British Carriers. Website. DiGiulian, Tony. 
http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm Accessed February 2015. DiGiulian says 
the 25th. 
2 Derived from DiGiulian 
3 Kamikaze Damage to US and British Carriers. Website. DiGiulian, Tony. 
http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm Accessed February 2015. DiGiulian says 
the 21st. 
4 Hellcat fighter pilot James Vernon says he joined the ship in “early May”1945, which would 
make the repair time less than six months. He also reports the Ticonderoga as being hit by two 
kamikaze strikes. See Vernon, James W. The Hostile Sky. Maryland, Naval Institute Press, 2003. 
(p. 176) This is borne out by the ship’s company website, which also has her air group 
embarking on board on 2 May; see USS Ticonderoga . Website. http://bigt.net/history-
cv14.html. Accessed October 2015. 
5 Derived from DiGiulian. 

http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm
http://www.navweaps.com/index_tech/tech-042.htm
http://bigt.net/history-cv14.html
http://bigt.net/history-cv14.html


USS Santee 
 

25 Oct 
1944 

16 Out of action three months. Other damage was 
inflicted by a submarine torpedo strike 16 
minutes after the kamikaze, contributing 
significantly to the damage 

USS Manila 
Bay 

5 Jan 1945 14 Out of action five days 

USS Natoma 
Bay 

7 Jun 1945 1 Remained in action but required repairs 

USS St. Lo 25 Oct 
1944 

126 Sunk 

USS Wake 
Island 

3 Apr 1945 Nil Out of action six weeks 

USS White 
Plains 

25 Oct 
1944 

Nil Out of action three months 

USS Kalinin 
Bay 

25 Oct 
1944 

5 Out of action three months 

USS Kitkun 
Bay 

25 Oct 
1944 

16 Out of action two months 

8 Jan 1945  Out of action two months 

USS 
Kadashan 
Bay 

8 Jan 1945 Nil Out of action three months 

USS Marcus 
Island 

15 Dec 
1944 

Nil Operational immediately 

USS Savo 
Island 

5 Jan 1945 Nil Operational immediately 

USS 
Ommaney 
Bay 

4 Jan 1945 95 Sunk 

USS Lunga 
Point 

21 Feb 
1945 

Nil Operational immediately 

USS Bismarck 
Sea 

21 Feb 
1945 

218 Sunk 

USS 
Salamaua 

13 Jan 1945 15 Out of action three months 

HMS 
Formidable 

4 May 1945 8 Operational next day 

9 May 1945 11 Operational immediately 

HMS 
Illustrious 

6 Apr 1945 Nil Out of the war, although damage was light. The 
strike coincided with intent to refit her. 

HMS 
Indefatigable 

1 Apr 1945 8 Operational immediately 

HMS 
Indomitable 

4 May 1945 Nil Operational immediately 

HMS 
Victorious 

1 Apr 1945 4 Operational immediately 

9 May 1945 Operational after two days 

 

 
1 Naval History Homepage. http://www.naval-history.net/xGM-Chrono-04CV-Formidable.htm 



The number of ships actually destroyed by kamikazes is difficult to 
determine. Two books – Inoguchi (1958)1 with 34 ships given, and Warner 
(1982),2 citing 57 ships sunk by special attack aircraft, are good sources. 
Tony DiGiulian’s website Kamikaze Damage to US and British Carriers 
agrees with 34.  

However, an examination of other historical records by the author of the 
web site Kamikaze Images, Bill Gordon, indicates that both of these lists do 
not have the correct number of ships sunk by kamikaze, and instead, with 
exhaustive analysis, suggests 47 ships as being correct. Gordon in 2007 
compared these with the listings of ships sunk at the web sites of the US 
Naval Historical Center, and the American Merchant Marine at War.3 
 
The effectiveness of the air kamikaze strikes would likely have killed around 
100,000 Allied personnel in a conventional invasion. Harper suggests there 

 
1 Inoguchi, Rikihei, and Tadashi Nakajima, with Roger Pineau. The Divine Wind: Japan's 
Kamikaze Force in World War II. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press,1958. 
2 Warner, Denis, Peggy Warner, with Commander Sadao Seno. The Sacred Warriors: Japan's 
Suicide Legions. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1982. 
3 Kamikaze Images. http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/kamikaze/background/ships-
sunk/index.htm Accessed December 2013. (Later source address is: 
http://www.kamikazeimages.net)  

Incoming kamikaze hurtles on through intense AA fire, with the aircraft circled for 

ease of identification. Originally published in Life magazine. (US Navy) 

http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/kamikaze/background/ships-sunk/index.htm
http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/kamikaze/background/ships-sunk/index.htm


were “200 concealed airstrips throughout Japan,” supplementing the 70 
regular airfields and 24 seaplane bases.1 Frank estimates 10,000 aircraft, 
half of them kamikaze.2 Weintraub suggests 8,945 between Army and 
Navy, with 15 million gallons of fuel.3 Arens agrees: 
 

…the Sixth Army assessed that there were 5,000 enemy combat 
planes of all types within range of intervention. In addition, an 
estimated 4,000-5,000 training planes could be used for kamikaze 
attacks. The Sixth Army also believed that the Japanese would fight 
the decisive battle on Kyushu, and commit all of their aircraft, 
primarily in kamikaze attacks. Upwards of 10,000 aircraft would be 
available to the Japanese to conduct an all-out suicide air offensive 
against the transport ships and landing craft. These attacks would be 
strengthened by the probable widespread use of the suicide-piloted 
rocket plane (BAKA), which was modeled after the German V-1 
rocket bomb. 
 

If we use one Okinawa 
figure of 200 aircraft killing 
12,300 servicemen, with 
1,500 aircraft kamikaze 
strikes predicted for the 
Kyushu invasion, we can 
argue that 100 aircraft 
hitting their targets would 
kill 6,125 personnel. This 
works out at 91,875 lives 
lost. We might round that 
up by 10% given the 
greater intensity with 
which the Japanese would 
defend their homeland.4  

A major failure of Allied 
intelligence concerned the 
Japanese capability for 
suicide attacks. In spite of 

 
1 Harper, Stephen. Miracle of Deliverance. London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1985. (p. 116) 
2 Frank, Richard. “No Bomb, No End.” http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/pdf/Frank%20-
%20No%20war,%20No%20end.pdf Accessed July 2013. 
3 Weintraub, Stanley. The Last Great Victory. New York: Truman Talley Books, 2001. (p. 287) 
4 Federation of American Scientists. http://www.fas.org/irp/eprint/arens/chap5.htm 

Close-up of a Japanese kamikaze just before he 

crashed on USS Essex-November 25, 1944. 

(Lieutenant Commander Earl Colgrove, USNR. US 

Navy Photo) 

http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/pdf/Frank%20-%20No%20war,%20No%20end.pdf
http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/pdf/Frank%20-%20No%20war,%20No%20end.pdf


countermeasures, the suicide attacks directed against the US task forces 
and transport areas would unquestionably have been serious and would 
have caused severe losses. The kamikaze attacks against the US fleet at 

Okinawa came after the aircraft flew more than 500 miles over open 
ocean. Many inexperienced pilots lost their way and never reached the 
American fleet. This great distance also allowed the fleet to receive early 
warning from picket ships and scramble fighters to engage the kamikazes. 
Bad weather in the target area also hampered the kamikaze pilots from 
acquiring their targets. With all of these difficulties, the Japanese ratio of 
planes launched to planes successfully striking their targets was 1 in 9. The 
Japanese flew 1,840 "special-attack" planes during the battle for Okinawa. 
A ratio of 1 in 9 would equate to approximately 202 planes striking their 
targets. The US Navy reported 192 ships hit by kamikaze planes during the 
battles for Okinawa; of these, 15 were sunk.1 These figures concur with 
those thought reliable by Captain Fuchida in his interrogation post-war: 

Q. Of the 900 that were expended in the Okinawa Area, how many 
hit their target? 
A. Although it was widely publicized that 400 had been successful, I 
think that 200 would be more accurate figure. 
 
Q. What percentage of hits did the JNAF expect in the Ketsu 
Operation? 

 
1 Federation of American Scientists. http://www.fas.org/irp/eprint/arens/chap5.htm 

April 11, 1945- A Kamikaze is seen about to crash into the USS Missouri off Okinawa. 

(US Navy) 



A. We expected about the same percentage as during the Okinawa 
operation.1 

 
An analysis from the Federation of American Scientists suggested a hit ratio 
of one in six or one in seven: 
 

Although the Japanese 
staff planned for a hit 
ratio of 1 in 9, many 
believed that they would 
be far more successful. 
The special attack aircraft 
would have to fly less 
than 100 miles to their 
target with almost the 
entire distance spent 
over land masked by 
terrain. The Allied fleet 
would have very little 
warning time to intercept 
the aircraft. Anchored 
troop transports, just off 
the coast, would be easy 
targets as they unloaded 
their cargo.  

It is highly probable that 
the Japanese suicide 
attack hit ratio would 
have been higher, 
probably closer to 1 in 6 
or 1 in 7. At these ratios, 1,400 to 1,600 kamikaze aircraft would 
have hit American ships.2 

A different type of air kamikaze warrior was also demonstrated on 
Okinawa. In one successful attack, a two-engined transport, the sole 

 
1 United States Strategic Bombing Survey. Interrogations of Japanese Officials. OPNAV P-03-
100. Naval Analysis Division. Interrogation NAV NO. 6. USSBS NO. 40. “The Attack on Pearl 
Harbor”, “The Kamikaze Corps in Philippines and Okinawa.” Tokyo,18 October 1945. 
Interrogation of Captain Fuchida, Mitsuo, IJN, 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/USSBS/IJO/IJO-6.html Accessed May 2014. 
2 Federation of American Scientists. http://www.fas.org/irp/eprint/arens/chap5.htm 

A statue dedicated to all kamikaze aircrew, in 

the Chiran Museum on the Kyushu Peninsula. 

(Author photo) 



survivor of a flight of five, evaded being shot down to skid to a belly-landing 
halt on Yontan Airfield in the centre of the island. Its occupants “disgorged 
and scattered into the flight line lobbing grenades and incendiaries into 
parked planes. Seven aircraft were destroyed, twenty-six other damaged, 
and two fuel dumps” went up before the suicide raiders were killed.1 

The enthusiasm with which the kamikaze personnel would have embraced 
their mission can be seen by the way they carried out attacks even as it was 
becoming obvious the war was over. On 12 August Japanese attacks 
damaged a major US warship with a torpedo-bomber attack.2 The next day 
23 kamikaze aircraft were shot down during attacks. 3 On 15 August a fight 
between 18 aircraft from HMS Indefatigable and 12 Zeroes saw four of the 
Japanese aircraft shot down. One of the British pilots baled out, was 
captured, and executed that night, hours after the Emperor’s surrender 
broadcast.4 

 
1 Toland, John. The Rising Sun: The Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire. New York: 
Bantam, 1982. (p. 805) 
2 Harper, Stephen. Miracle of Deliverance. London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1985. (p. 138) 
3 Harper, Stephen. Miracle of Deliverance. London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1985. (p. 139) 
4 Harper, Stephen. Miracle of Deliverance. London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1985. (p. 138) 

Asymmetric strike - the carrier HMS Formidable after a kamikaze hit.                  

(Lewis Collection) 



Captain Mitsui Fuchida, who led the attacks on Pearl Harbour and Darwin, 
reported that 1,000 naval kamikazes were going to be used in defence of 
the mainland. There were 500 of each of the navy’s aircraft at Kyushu, and 
in Tokyo with 300 in Hokkaido and 200 in Shikoku. Fuchida, being a naval 
man, did not know (or did not say) precisely where the Army aircraft were 
deployed, expect that they were “similarly” but reported on the same 
number being available to his armed force comrades.1 The kamikazes 
would have been armed with 800kg weapons.2 
 
There were also 
“2,500 remaining 
combat aircraft 
which would be 
used during Ketsu 
operations for 
search, night 
torpedo, and air 
cover” according to 
Fuchida. We can 
safely surmise that 
those that were not 
shot down in 
combat, or in a 
state of disrepair, 
would be used as 
kamikazes. 
 
Interrogation of the Chief of Staff of the First Air Fleet throughout the 
Philippine Campaign, reported that approximately one-sixth of all kamikaze 
planes used in the Philippines hit their target, and the Japanese estimate of 
the Okinawa figure was approximately one-ninth. 
 

 
1 United States Strategic Bombing Survey. Interrogations of Japanese Officials. OPNAV P-03-
100. Naval Analysis Division. Interrogation NAV NO. 6. USSBS NO. 40. “The Attack On Pearl 
Harbor”, “The Kamikaze Corps in Philippines and Okinawa.” Tokyo,18 October 1945. 
Interrogation of Captain Fuchida, Mitsuo, IJN, 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/USSBS/IJO/IJO-6.html Accessed May 2014. 
2 United States Strategic Bombing Survey. Interrogations of Japanese Officials. OPNAV P-03-
100. Naval Analysis Division. Interrogation NAV NO. 56. USSBS NO. 228. Aircraft Escort Of 
Convoys And Anti-Submarine. Operations. Tokyo, 1 November 1945. Interrogation of 
Lieutenant (junior grade) Okuno, Y., IJN; naval aviator in a squadron responsible for convoy 
escort and anti-submarine operations.http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/USSBS/IJO/IJO-
56.html Accessed May 2014. 

Either torpedo or kamikaze. A Jill fighter (Nakajima B6N Tenzan) 

on the final run in a torpedo attack on the carrier USS Yorktown 

during a counterattack as US aircraft raid Truk in WWII. (USN) 



One Navy officer, interrogated post-war, thought “about 2/3 of the planes 
would be thrown into an attack on Kyushu.” The plan was to use Kamikaze 
attacks primarily at twilight or on bright moonlight nights, utilising 
Shiragiku, Zero fighters and Willow types of planes, without pathfinder 
aircraft. After the Allied 
landings on the beaches, 
the plan was to wait until 
the very last moment, until 
“the American forces were 
dispersed as little as 
possible and thus inflict a 
greater amount of 
damage.”1 
 
Troop transports would 
have been the primary 
target rather than carriers, 
although the kamikaze 
pilots preferred the latter. 
Commander Yamaguchi, 
from August 1944 to 
January 1945 Operations 
Officer on the Staff of Vice 
Admiral Fukudome, CinC 
Second Air Fleet (Formosa), 
said in his interrogation to 
the question: “On the 
approach to Lingayen, we 
noticed that some pilots 
still preferred to attack 
carriers rather than transports”: 
 

A. Although orders were definite that they should attack transports 
first and always, sometimes temptation was too great when the 
pilot sighted a carrier and he would violate orders to the distress of 
his command. We tried to persuade them of the importance of 
attacking the transports again and again. 
 

 
1 United States Strategic Bombing Survey. Interrogations of Japanese Officials. OPNAV P-03-
100. Naval Analysis Division. Interrogation USSBS NO. 62. Kamikaze Corps. Tokyo, 15 October 
1945. Interrogation of Captain Inoguchi, Rikibei, IJN, Chief of Staff of First Air Fleet throughout 
the Philippine Campaign. http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/USSBS/IJO/IJO-12.html 
Accessed May 2014. 

The aircraft carrier USS Belleau Wood burns on Oct. 

30, 1944, after it was hit by a Japanese kamikaze plane.  

(US Navy) 



Q. Was a Kamikaze pilot given a greater promotion for successful 
attack on one type of ship over another?  
A. There is no difference in merit given to the pilots according to the 
ships they attacked; they were treated the same. 
 
Q. We understood at one time that for hitting an aircraft carrier the 
pilot would be promoted two grades, for another ship one grade; is 
that not correct?  
 
A. There was a case like that in the beginning of the campaign, 
sometime in October. The pilot who sank a carrier got two grade 
promotion because that was main target at that time. That system 
of two grades promotion tempted them later on, even though 
situation had changed.1 

 
Conclusion 
 
Summing up, it therefore seems 
there would have been intensive use 
of kamikaze aircraft in an invasion of 
the home islands, with a heavy 
death count inflicted on the Allies 
landing forces of around 100,000 
lives lost. 
 
-o-o-O-o-o- 
 
This article is an extract from Atomic 
Salvation, published in August by Big 
Sky Publishing.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 United States Strategic Bombing Survey. Interrogations of Japanese Officials. OPNAV P-03-
100. Naval Analysis Division. Interrogation NAV NO. 44. USSBS NO. 193. “Defense Of The 
Philippines, 1944.” Tokyo, 26 October 1945. Interrogation of Commander Yamaguchi, 
Moriyoshi; from August 1944 to January 1945 Operations Officer on the Staff of Vice Admiral 
Fukudome, CinC Second Air Fleet (FORMOSA), and after 23 October CinC First Combined Base 
Air Force (Luzon). 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/AAF/USSBS/IJO/IJO-44.html Accessed May 2014. 
 



VP Day Display at MacKillop College 
 

By Craig Wharton 
 
On the 13th and 14th of August, as a preliminary to the 75th Anniversary of 
Victory in the Pacific celebrations around the world on the 15th of August, 
ACANT held a display at MacKillop Catholic College in Palmerston to honour 
the 39,000 Australian men and women who lost their lives during WWII. 
Four large and 11 of our smaller display boxes traced the story of our men 
and women in the Pacific War, apart from three boxes. These were 
concerning Russian female snipers, concentration camps in Hitler’s 
Germany and a large box containing the uniforms of “All the King’s 
Enemies” from WWII, with the exception of a Vichy French uniform. Many 
of these displays have not been seen before being newly created for the 
two-day event. 

 
“All the King’s Enemies” contained the uniform of a Japanese superior 
private, along with his equipment and his boots, both the leather ankle 
boots and the jika-tabi (split-toed sneakers). Next was the tunic of an 
Italian Sergeant of Mussolini’s “Black Shirt” militia with some of his 
equipment. The Germans were represented with a wool tunic worn by a 
Rottenfuhrer, (Corporal) of the “Liebstandarte SS Adolf Hitler” on which 
rested several items of his equipment, his SS decaled helmet, reversible 



camouflage smock and a pair of 1944 “pea pattern” (erbsen muster) 
camouflage trousers. 
 
Another large box held the uniforms worn in the Pacific campaigns by an 
Australian Digger and a US Marine. The Digger’s jungle greens and full set 
of equipment were complemented by his slouch hat, steel helmet and a 
jungle green beret worn in the later campaigns such as Bougainville. The 
distinctive USMC “frog skin” camouflage uniform had his Garand M-1 rifle 
equipment and camouflage-covered helmet along with bayonets for both 
the Garand and M-1 Carbine and his M- 1942 machete. A pineapple 
grenade rounded out the display.  
 

 
Central to this display was the text reminding students that the first time 
Australians and Americans stood shoulder to shoulder in battle was at the 
Battle of Hamel in France on the 4th of July 1918 (significantly, their 
Independence Day). We have stood shoulder to shoulder with US forces on 
many battlegrounds since, such as WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Indeed, we will stand alongside them into the future. 
Other smaller boxes held photographic displays, prisoner of war items, war 
relics, Japanese war crimes material; an Australian tunic with the contents 
of his pockets and back pack, a Japanese painting done by a Japanese 
accused of war crimes and presented to his jailer before his execution, a 
box of hand grenades from various countries and time periods and the 
poignant “Love in Wartime” display. 
 
The time and effort needed to source relevant items from the collection, 
write up suitable captions, figure out just what will fit into a given box was 



a very time consuming and labour- intensive endeavour. This V-P Day 
display took around a week to put together, in between other 
commitments. Although put on and manned by three ACANT members the 
display was also a Returned & Services League (RSL) display. In the photos I 
am wearing my RSL shirt and their flag was utilized along with the flags of 
the Allies. We also had with us some WWII USA uniforms supplied by 
Clinton Bock, who teaches at MacKillop. 

 
The firearms on display were undoubtedly the most popular items with the 
students We had a Springfield Model 1903, an M-1 Garand, M-1 Carbine 
representing the Americans and a Type 38 rifle, a Type 44 carbine and a 
Type 99 sniper rifle representing the Japanese, and a couple of SMLE rifles 
representing Australia. The Mosin-Nagant sniper rifle was locked into the 
female Russian sniper display, but the others could be handled to show the 
students the weight and functioning characteristics of the several different 
types on display and how to “fix bayonets”. This procedure fascinated 
many of the students. Naturally, we could have brought along more 
firearms but Tom, Jared and I found it was enough to keep eyes on, even 
with small groups. Tom brought along a couple of swords which seemed 
popular with a few of the “would-be” swordsmen. 
 
One of the highlights of the week was the long over-due award of the 
Victoria Cross to Teddy Sheean. I know Tom and others have been long 
campaigning for this to happen and here we are 78 years after the event 
and Teddy finally gets the recognition he so well deserved back in 1942, but 



which he was denied.  Tom created the signage used and had a couple of 
copies of his book which covers this VC action as well as a medal group 
representative of what Teddy would have been awarded had he survived 
the war. I supplied the Victoria Cross. Having set a precedent by awarding 
Teddy Sheean his posthumous VC, will Simpson now get the Cross denied 
at Gallipoli? Will Albert Jacka posthumously get the second VC that he was 
denied in France? 
 

 
 
I had a special surprise for the staff and students of MacKillop College. 
Knowing that the NT electoral campaign was ramping up and his schedule 
was pretty much full, I asked my good friend Michael McCormack, the 
Deputy Prime Minister of Australia, if he would like to come and view the 
display if it could be wrangled into his tight time schedule. Naturally, he 
said yes, but only if he could squeeze it into the agenda. Several more calls 
later and it was confirmed. He arrived with an aide and spoke to the 
assembled students for about five minutes before looking over our display, 
then had a group photo taken and selfies with any students who wanted 
to. 
 
I would like to thank Michael for finding the time to attend our display and 
Lia for printing our journal each quarter. I would also like to thank Jared 
and MAGNT for their time and contribution; Tom for organising the event 
and for the Principal and staff at MacKillop for letting us put the event on.   



No need to thank me. I am just a glutton for punishment! Hopefully, we 
have achieved something positive by raising the profile on firearms use and 
ownership in today’s society and illustrating how these wartime relics can 
be used as an effective educational medium. At the very least, we have 
sown the seeds of interest and we have created a few more historians and/ 
or, future collectors. Or will they go on to serve their country one day? 

They certainly showed a willingness for “taking up arms”.  
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GUNS FOR SALE 

Acme Arms Co. (Stevens)  12G Shotgun B/A,  S/N. 562            $350.00 

Remington 5mm R/F Rifle B/A, S/N. 115317                              $400.00 

Sportco .303/25 Rifle B/A  S/N. 35417                                         $400.00 

Lee Enfield .303 Rifle B/A S/N. 69D800 (Wood Cut)                  $400.00 

Smith & Wesson .38 S&W Revolver, S/N. 949538                      $400.00 

Aetna H&R .32 S&W Revolver, S/N. 269723                                $250.00 

Iver Johnson .38 S&W Revolver, S/N. 54199                                $250.00 

Browning “Baby” .25 cal. S/A  S/N. 119596                                  $500.00 

WANTED 

Front wood stock for Winchester Model 37A  410 shotgun. 

All offers considered.           Contact: Ray West, Licence 169 

PH. 89 851097       Email: raywest@tpg.com.au 

Student of Arms? 

Show your interest by writing for this Journal. Deadlines: end of month 
prior to issue in March, June, September and December 

Contact the editor on talewis@bigpond.com 

 

mailto:raywest@tpg.com.au
mailto:talewis@bigpond.com
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Wanted M2 .50 cal machine 
gun 

M2 .50 cal machine gun – real or 
replica – needed to complete display 
of the M2 .50 cal used for ground 
mounted Anti-Aircraft defence. 

I have the two tripods and cradle 
needed – just need the firearm to 
complete it (see pic).  I have all the 
necessary licences and permits for 
real or replica. 

This would be used for displays such 
as Fred's Pass where it can be 
positioned outside to attract the 
public to the main display. What have 
you got?? 

Please contact Jared on 0415 360 759 

FOR SALE 

Para Ordnance Warthog 45acp $1,200.00 

Colt Defender 45acp  $1,200.00 

Colt Detective Special 38 special x 2 each $950 

All guns are in Excellent condition  

Tony Steer. 0419 223007 

WANTED 
 
- Stock for a Winchester Model 1902 or 02 (.22 Boys rifle). Required for a 
display project, and 
- Magazine for a Colt Huntsman (.22 pistol). 
 
Please contact Darran on 0428 517 702 or dsoconnor5@gmail.com 

mailto:dsoconnor5@gmail.com


FOR SALE 

Pocket Pistol: Browning FN 1922 Magazine (32 ACP) $100 

SMS Ranid on 0431 269 360 or email at: ranidmay@yahoo.com 

Wanted – replacement firearm woodwork  

I have recently come across a collection of firearms that have been 
attacked by termites whilst stored in a gun safe - a real shame....The joys of 
living in the Top End! 

This has resulted in lots of lonely actions and metalwork, but very little 
else. And yes, they are all registered firearms. I am keen to find 
replacement woodwork to assist in getting them back to looking like 
firearms again. Please see the list below and let me know if you might have 
something that could be useable (it doesn't matter how poor it is, it will be 
better than nothing all). 

• Steyr M95 Carbine 

• Steyr M95 service rifle 

• Lithgow 1A .22 rifle 

• Enfield P14 service rifle 

• Remington Model 25 Pump-
action rifle (needs butt only) 

• Portuguese Mauser service rifle 

• French MAS 36 rifle (butt only) 

• French Mle 1907/15 Berthier 
rifle 

 

• Turkish Gew88 Commission 
rifle 

• Spanish M1893 Mauser service 
rifle 

• Israeli (7.62 converted) K98 
Mauser rifle 

• Arisaka Type 38 rifle 

• Japanese Type 44 Cavalry 
Carbine 

• Springfield 1903-A3 service rifle 
 

Please contact Jared on 0415 360 759 if you have anything that will help get 
these firearms into some semblance of their former selves again. 

Want to place an advert?  They’re free to members. 
Send your text (and if necessary, a photo) to Editor Tom. 
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PAST COPIES OF THE ACANT JOURNAL Craig is looking to complete a collection of 
as many past copies of the ACANT journal as we can, to store in our archives out the 
back of our meeting place at DPC. The purpose is two-fold. Firstly, it is a record of 
the club’s activities and articles submitted by members. Secondly, any spare copies 
can be utilized at displays. 
 
Anyone no longer wanting their old copies and wishing to do a cupboard cleanout 
can bring them along to our meetings and hand them to Craig who will sort them 
out. Thank you! 
 
He is also looking for back copies of COMBAT AND SURVIVAL MAGAZINE, from 
2000 onwards, as well as BRITAIN AT WAR MAGAZINE, any copies of the 
ARMOURER MAGAZINE from 1 to 60, MILITARY ILLUSTRATED from issue 40 
onwards and the GUNS AUSTRALIA issue for Jan/ Mar 2000, which have all been on 
the newsagent’s shelves here in Darwin over those years. Will pay for these if 
needed, as they are for research purposes. 

 

THE BIG JERK-OFF, 2020 Following the success of the inaugural “Jerk-off” on 7 
December last year, Coolalinga Guns and Ammo are having another one this year at 
their premises at 26 McKenzie Place Yarrawonga. At time of going to press, a date 
has not yet been locked in with the sponsoring radio station 104.9 so you will have 
to tune in to the station as December gets closer. 
 
For those that missed it last year, the “Jerk-off” is an event where individuals and 
small business makers of that bushman’s favourite known as Jerky, provide samples 
of their wares which are tasted by a panel of judges who pick a winner. 
Unfortunately, last year’s winner did not have samples for sale to the general 
public, but many others did with several stalls set up and selling crocodile, beef and 
an emu jerky, which come in plain, medium and HOT variations. ACANT member 
Guenther had a stall, plus he supplied a variety of smallgoods for a cold meat 
platter for the front counter for people to sample. 
 
This year the organisers are looking to make this a family event. Craig has arranged 
to have ACANT represented with a display of firearms. This will be a downsized 
display utilizing what we can fit into the gazebo, with possibly only three tables 
which equates to six small display boxes, and maybe two vertical gun racks with 
themes yet to be decided. This will be our last chance to mount a display for this 
year, so give it some thought if you want to participate. If you do, just see Craig (the 
display co-ordinator) with anything of interest at our regular meetings. You have 
September, October and November to think about it. 



 
 

For Sale 
 
BSA Martini Cadet 310. Totally original and untouched 
and in great condition for its age. Bluing still good and 
intact. South Australian stamped (9/1911) with CMF 
(Citizens Military Force). Also stamped with ‘TZM.’ 
Kangaroo stamped near breach. Bore/rifling is average 
though with pitting but still shoots fairly well with tight 
grouping of 10 cm at 50 m. As I have two of them, I 
wish to sell one. $450 ono. Please email only: 
ranidmay@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 



The Bushrangers’ Choice 
 

By Darran O’Connor 
 
Whilst researching for places to metal detect I often see articles written by 
historians who summarise life in the 1800s Australian outback as 
particularly colourful in comparison to the romanticised Hollywood 
Western movie portrayal of gunslingers and shootouts. This led me to 
wonder what firearms were available back then, what was the preferred 
choice of firearm/s for 
bushrangers, 
acknowledging that ‘up-
grades’ did occur when the 
opportunities arose. 
 
I am aware that 
bushrangers were criminals 
and some were profoundly 
violent individuals. This 
being the case, they are 
not to be glorified for their 
actions however they did 
contribute to Australian 
history and influence our 
national character, which 
today is unfortunately 
changing. The flow-on 
effect from bushrangers 
was that the early settlers, 
miners, coachmen, bullock 
teamsters (virtually any 
person in the bush) and 
Police needed to be well 
armed for personal 
protection and execution 
of duties. 
 
The term ‘bushranger’ is unique to Australia. Utilising horses, bushrangers 
were able to rob, escape and ‘range’ over large expanses of bush, hence 
the term.  
 



The bushranging era lasted for around a hundred years. When gold was 
discovered in NSW in 1851, a crime wave of bushranger activity began. 
Their eventual decline came about primary from improved roads and rail, 
the establishment of electric telegraph communications, alerting 
authorities to Bushranger activities which enabled the State Police Forces 
to coordinate their efforts to capture offenders. It’s worth noting that more 
successful bushrangers were first generation Australians who were capable 
horsemen and familiar with bush skills. Of those I have reviewed, most 

records describing accounts only mention revolvers and rifles/shotguns but 
don’t detail much information about the firearms used. Of interest is that 
bushrangers often carried two to three revolvers (due to the lengthy 
reloading needed) and a long arm, typically a carbine. The Police often 
found themselves totally out gunned when exchanging lead after 
courtesies were observed. 
 
Of course the Kelly Gang comes to mind immediately and their firearms are 
well documented but this article will address other bushrangers’ choice of 
arms, which appear to be the Tranter revolver and the Police-issued 
Calisher & Terry carbine. The Colt revolver models were plentiful however 
the Tranter seemed to be preferred choice.  
 
Examples of personal choice - Ben Hall: 
Example 1 - In 1865 Ben Hall and his gang bailed up a mail coach because 
they knew that a passenger on board was carrying a Tranter revolving rifle. 
This was the best type of rifle in NSW; it could fire five rounds without 
reloading, which was a lot of accurate firepower at that time. 

 

 

Calisher & Terry carbine 



Example 2 - Ben Hall and 
the four members of his 
gang went to the town of 
Bathurst in New South 
Wales and visited the 
gunshop of Bartolomeo 
Pedrotta. The owner 
recognised who his visiting 
“customers” were and was 
in fear for his life. Ben Hall’s 
gang demanded to see his 
stock of revolvers and revolving carbines. All Bartolomeo Pedrotta had to 
show them were a new shipment of Colts. The Hall gang refused those 

saying the Tranters they already had were better. 
 
In summary, Australia in the 1800s was an interesting period in our glorious 
short history and well worth remembering. 

 
Passing note: ‘’Where a social scotch can take you’’ 
 
Years ago I went on annual fishing / shooting trips to places such as 
Fitzmaurice and Victoria Rivers. One regular member of the party was an 
older fellow of Austrian (Europe) heritage who I had a scotch or two with. 
He was always good for a yarn about his adventures and one story is 
interesting (to me anyway) and complements this article: 
  
He always wanted to travel so as a young man he found himself working as 
a kitchen hand in Africa catering for Hollywood actors and crew who were 
making movies. Africa was a very popular theme then. During this time he 
got to know a few of the movie stars, one being John Wayne - AKA the Duke 
who on occasion, as the story goes, had a few scotches with my friend. I 

Tranter with the two trigger system 

Tranter Revolving Rifle 



have recently learned that 
when John Wayne was young 
himself and started out making 
western movies, Hollywood had 
employed a ‘subject matter 
expert’ (SME) to advise actors 
how it really was back in the 
day. This particular SME was 
Marshall Wyatt Earp (in his 70s 
then) famous for the shootout 
near the O.K. Corral in 
Tombstone Arizona along with 
his friend Doc Holliday and his 
brother Virgil who was the 
town Marshall then (Wyatt and 
Doc Holiday were temporary 
Policeman). Marshall Earp took an interest in John’s development and the 
rest is history. Fascinating where a conversation can take you.  
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Darwin’s Coastal Gunners – Deterrence and Defence 
 

By Jack Aubrey 
 

From the 1930s Darwin was defended by harbour guns. These weapons 
both deterred enemy battleships from entering the harbour and capturing 
the town, and also kept them from attack by means of their great range 
and steady accuracy. The gun arcs from the six-inch and 9.2-inch guns 
which defended the town had a range of 15 and 25 kilometres respectively. 
 
Since 1891 there had been a garrison at Thursday Island to protect the coal 
depot against the possible threat of a Russian invasion.  
 

In 1932 the federal government announced its intention to fortify Darwin, 
the motive being to protect the naval oil depot and vital overseas 
communications links.  
 
During 1933 barrack buildings at Thursday Island were dismantled and 
shipped to East Point and Emery Point.  
 
 

9.2 inch gun breech at East Point date unknown (Darwin Military Museum) 



 



The first men from the Royal Australian Artillery arrived in 1933, followed 
by a detachment of Royal Australian Engineers, later to be known as the 
7th Fortress Company.  
 
In 1933-34 two 6-inch guns were installed at Emery Point in Larrakeyah, 
and two at East Point, together with associated magazines, observation 
towers, barracks and stores. The guns were first test fired in May 1934.  
 
In the same years various other military works were underway in Darwin: 
oil tanks, a new airstrip at Batchelor, a searchlight unit, officers' residences, 
and airport improvements. The threat of war led to improvements being 
made from 1938-42, including further 6-inch mounted guns, 4-inch proving 
guns, two 9.2-inch guns, machine gun posts, barracks and ancillary 
buildings, and a labour camp (Pee Wee Camp) built on the south side of the 
East Point Peninsula. 
 

 

Darwin has been facing possible northern threats for 100 years. A 9.2-inch gun 

emplacement at the Darwin Military Museum, with a replica 9.2-inch installed. The 

two big guns were sold for scrap in 1960, ironically to a Japanese salvage company.  



 

By the end of the war in the Northern Territory the following guns were 
placed for defence: 

• Dudley Battery, Darwin, Northern Territory – 2 x 4 inch Mark VII, 
and 1 x 6 pounder 10 hundredweight gun  

• East Battery, Darwin – 2 x 9.2 inch Mk X; 2 x 6in Mark XI guns 

• Emery Battery, Darwin – 2 x 6in Mark XI guns 

• Waugite Battery, Darwin – 2 x 6in Mark XI guns 

• Elliot Section – 1 x Quick Firing 6 pounder 10 hundredweight gun 

• West Point Section, Darwin – 1 x Quick Firing 6 pounder 10 
hundredweight gun 

 
-o-o-O-o-o- 

 
 

Student of Arms? 

Show your interest by writing for this Journal. Deadlines: end of month 
prior to issue in March, June, September and December 

Contact the editor on talewis@bigpond.com 

 

 

East Point Six-inch Guns in their Emplacements 

mailto:talewis@bigpond.com


 

Love in Wartime – A Travelling ACANT Exhibition 
 

By Craig Wharton 
 
A Letter from Percy John Coates to Nancy Hallion 
 
Percy was born at Stawell, in Victoria 
on 24 May 1917. On joining the 
RAAF he was posted to Victor 
Harbour in South Australia for his 
recruit training. Here he would have 
met Nancy who lived in Kintore 
Avenue in the Adelaide suburb of 
Prospect, probably while on 
weekend leave up to the city. 
 
This letter dated 24 February 1942, 
was written after he starts flying 
training at Essendon in Victoria, with 
the rank of Leading Aircraftsman. 
How far his relationship with Nancy got is unknown. They may just have 
been friends that wrote to each other. 
 
Flying Officer Percy Coates and Flying Officer Charles Hilton Chapple of 
Grenfell, NSW were flying in Beaufighter A19-139 as members of 30 
Squadron RAAF on a mission over New Guinea on 25 November 1943 when 
their aircraft failed to return. They and their aircraft remained “Missing in 
Action” for 52 years, till their bodies were recovered in 1995. Percy was 22 
and Charles was 21. They will not grow old, as we that are left grow old. 
What became of Nancy is not known. She may have married someone 
later, but she obviously kept his treasured letter. Maybe she lived long 
enough to find out what Percy’s fate had been? The imponderability of love 
in wartime. 
 
A Locket containing Two Photos 
 
The young Digger is known to be Charles Alexander Allen of Wallaroo, 
South Australia. Just who the young lady was is not known, she has been 
lost to us in time. Three times Charles tried to enlist, but he was knocked 
back for medical reasons. Finally, on 25 October 1916, he got into the 



 

Australian Imperial Force and was allotted to 
the 10th Battalion and sailed off to the war. 
This locket would have been proudly worn 
by the young lady in the photo in 
remembrance of “her Digger”, at last off to 
do his duty for King and country. We do not 
know if this young woman was a girl friend 
or maybe even his sister. His Army file gives 
a marital status of single. But it was not 
uncommon for a female relative to wear a 
locket containing a photo of their husband, 
son, brother or cousin. 
 
Allen did not get to the battlefields of France 
or Belgium. Soon after his reinforcement 
draft arrived in England, he was hospitalised 
and he died of cerebrospinal meningitis on 
27 February 1917 in the military hospital at 
Portsmouth, UK. He is buried in Plymouth 
(Efford) Cemetery. Charles was just 25 years 
old. The newspaper clipping is a photo of his 
grave. 
 
Two Letters sent to VA Sutton from his Wife, Pretoria 
 
Verdam Arthur Roy Sutton was a member of the ship’s company of HMAS 
Sydney when his wife Pretoria sent him these decorative envelopes on 28 
May 1940 and 22 June 1940. 
 
He joined the Royal Australian Navy in 1934 and served in the light cruiser 
during its famous actions in the Mediterranean Sea in 1940. Sydney joined 
the British Mediterranean Fleet in May 1940 and took part in the 
bombardment of the Italian port of Bardia in North Africa on 21 June, by 
co-incidence, the day before Pretoria sent the second letter on display, 
which she probably wrote on the 21st while Verdam was in action at 
Bardia. On 19 July, Sydney sunk the Italian cruiser Bartolomeo Colleoni. 
After six months of action in the Mediterranean, Sydney was sent back to 
Australia, arriving in NSW on 5 February 1941 to a heroes’ welcome. 
Sydney was considered the “Darling of the Fleet” and to be a “lucky ship”. 
The next eight months she spent on convoy duty escorting troopships. 
Fortunately for Verdam and Pretoria, he posted off Sydney sometime 
between the cruiser’s return to Australia and before her fateful meeting 
with the German Raider Kormoran on 19 November 1941. HMAS Sydney, 



 

the “lucky ship”, went down with ALL 645 men on board in one of 
Australia’s greatest maritime disasters. 

 
As Chief Petty Officer Sutton, Sutton discharged from the RAN on 29 
September 1960 after 26 years 
of service, one of the “lucky 
ones” to have served in Sydney, 
and lived to tell the story. Some 
of us still have a family member 
down there on the cruiser, still 
“on watch”. 
 
A Welcome Home and a 
Wedding 
 
Will Unstead enlisted in the 
Australian Army Medical Corps 
in September 1914 and 
returned to Australia in 1919 
aged 24. The house, in Florence 
Street in Port Pirie in South 
Australia, is typically decorated 
for a Digger’s “Welcome Home” 
with patriotic flags, bunting and 
a sign. 
 



 

A bit of a double event, it is also Will’s wedding day! Left to right they are, 
Len Unstead, Tom Unstead, Thomas Unstead (Will’s father), Ethel Turner 
(the bride), Will Unstead (the groom), Catherine Unstead (Will’s mother), 
Bertha Unstead, Dave Cooney (best man) & Sid Unstead. 
 
Hopefully they all lived happily ever after. While the people you see here, 
in this image frozen in time, have all now passed on to a better place, the 
house in Florence Street is still standing. But recent renovations have 
removed the circular vent above the windows. 
 
A WWI Embroidery Souvenir from Egypt 
 
Embroidery souvenirs were very popular with the Diggers when they 
arrived in Egypt. Embroidery cushion covers were a popular choice to send 
home to the wife, girlfriend, mother or sister. This hanky bag containing 
two hankies was sent by Les Condon to his sister in Berri in South Australia. 
Wearing it in public let people know that a loved one was on active service 
overseas and had sent them something special from a strange and far off 



 

land. This simple object would have been a source of great patriotic pride 
to the lady that received it. Unfortunately, Les Condon did not come home. 
 
 
War Brides 
 
In all, some 40,000 war brides came to Australia following the conflicts of 
the 20th century. Following WWI, around 15,000 war brides came to 
Australia after 1918, a high percentage of these being British. Some French 
and Belgian women would have been among these but what percentage 
they represented went unrecorded. Naturally their reception would have 
been better if they were English speaking, but not all spoke our language 
and some of these women were harassed in public. 
 

The Australian sailors and soldiers on leave in England were a “good catch” 
for any English woman for several reasons. Firstly, the difference in rates of 
pay between the Australian and British soldier. The British “Tommy” fought 
for his King and Country for one shilling a day. The Digger was paid six 
shillings a day (one shilling deferred), making them the highest paid 
soldiers of the Great War. 
 
There was the prospect of being left a spinster in a world where the man 
was THE breadwinner in a country where women did not even have the 
right to vote and jobs as such, were male dominated. Added to this was the 



 

fact that England had lost so many men that eligible men were in high 
demand and the Digger more so than the average “Tommy”. The postcard 
with the little girl saying, “Guess I’ll be an old maid!”, with the sign 
proclaiming a surplus of 2,000,000 women was no laughing matter. There 
really was a serious shortage of men after the First World War and many 
women’s future prospects, marital or otherwise, were bleak indeed. 
 
A third factor to consider was the physical difference between the average 
British soldier and his Australian counterpart. An Australian Digger on 
average, was much taller and of better physique. The slums of Industrial 
Revolution Britain had left their mark on the people of that country, 
rendering hundreds of thousands of men unfit for military service during 
the First World War. Australia had that problem too, but to a much lesser 
extent than England. 
 
The wedding photo displayed here was taken at Balaklava in South 
Australia. The groom is wearing the Silver Wound badge that signifies he is 
in some way incapacitated by war service. He appears physically OK so is 
probably suffering respiratory problems from being gassed, which means 
this marriage may have been a short one. Both unidentified. 
 
A Humorous WWII Print 

 



 

Depicting a nursing sister, Major Hunt, VF 16170 of the AANS and an 
amorous Digger. It reads: He “I can read you like a book sister!” She “Well 
quit using the Braile system!”. This was chosen for its colour, not for its 
sexual reference.  
 
Lieutenant Edward Denison Clark 
 
Den, as he was known, 
enlisted in May 1916. He 
was married to Winnifred 
Gladys Clark and had a son 
George Denison Clark. He 
embarked for overseas with 
the South Australian 43rd 
Battalion. A promising 
soldier he was promoted to 
First Lieutenant on 1 
December 1916 and sent to 
the Command Signalling 
School. He re-joined the 
43rd Battalion in January 
1917 and the night before 
the Battle of Messines, 7 
June 1917 he was wounded 
by a piece of shrapnel that 
shattered his left leg. He was 
evacuated but died of his 
wounds the next day and is 
buried in Bailleul Communal 
Cemetery Extension, Nord. 
 
In one photo, Den is with his 
father and his son. In the 
other, he is with his wife and 
son. His son, George Denison 
Clarke, would join the 
Second AIF in 1941 and 
follow in his father’s foot- 
steps. By 1947 he held the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
He must have been a 
talented soldier to have attained that rank in six years. The son achieved 
what his father had been denied. 



 

 
The Uncaptioned Photo 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This photo was not captioned for the “Love in Wartime” display, as I 
believe it stands alone by itself. Of all the images in the archives, this is my 
personal favourite. A mother and son before his departure for overseas 
service. Symbolically the slouch hat is held between them. This image 
speaks volumes. Is the look on her face that of resignation? Is this the last 
time she will see him? His face is emotionless but I believe it is the look of 
hope. He hopes to be spared to return, but near on 60,000 didn’t. Did he? 
We will never know, as they are unidentified. The photo was taken by 
Crown Studios, Rundle Street, Adelaide. This was used on the back cover of 
my book Wallaroo Sub-Branch Centenary 1918- 2018 a history of my local 
RSL. 



 

 

Action Aviation Art  
 

With Michael Claringbould 
 
 

 

 

A Zero from the Tainan Naval Air Group engages a RAAF No. 75 

Squadron Kittyhawk over Milne Bay in August 1942. Volume 4 of the 'South 

Pacific Air War' series, to be published by Avonmore Books at the end of 

2020, aligns both sides of this quintessential campaign". 


