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The Society has formal meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, except December, 
January and February . Special meets are held in November and February 

VENUE-Scout Hall, Humffray St South, south of Grant St. Almost opposite Glad-
stone St. Doors open at 7.15pm.  Meeting starts at 8.00pm.   

Visitors and potential new members are always welcome. Mind where you park! 
Membership inquiries (03) 5342 4433 or Email (below) 

___________________________ 
 

Our collecting interests include: - Military & Sporting Long-arms; Black powder Fire-
arms; Collectable Handguns; All Edged Weapons & Knives; Ammunition and Ordi-

nance; Badges; Medals; Uniforms; Maps; Books and Documents, General history. We 
are also an Approved Shooting Organization (Hunting and Target) under the 1996 

Victorian Firearms Act 
___________________________ 

 
"‘Fusillade’ is the bimonthly newsletter of the Society 

Editor - Nick Smith 
PO Box 1210 BAKERY HILL 3354. 

Ph (03) 5342 4433  Evenings are the best time for contact  
E-mail - baamcs@activ8.net.au 

 Website – www.ballaratarms.com.au 
 

Next newsletter closing date is 5th August 2021  
    Opinions within these pages are not necessarily also those of the Editor,    

                                …unless written by the Editor (and even then…) 

____________________________________________ 

Society Meeting Details 
                                         

June 30 -  Monthly meeting (Road Banners to be collected) 
 
July 28 -  Monthly meeting (Results of Fair) 
 
Members are reminded if they change ANY of their address details, storage address contact 

 home number, they MUST advise LRD in  writing, or Fax, within 7 days.  

 Not to do so is an offence.  Be warned. 
Please keep your Postal, Residential and email addresses, and Phone numbers up to 
date, with the Society.  Thank you. 
 

LRD - Call 1300 651 645 - Not answering phones during COVID 

GPO Box 2807AA, Melbourne 3001  

Note LRD email change.  <lrd@police.vic.gov.au > 

     

mailto:licensingregulation@police.vic.gov.au


 

PRESIDENT’S DESPATCH 
 
Welcome Members, 
           As we move into June, 
keep in mind it is time to pay your Society 
membership dues. The benefits of mem-
bership cover many areas of collecting, 
from replica firearms to edged weapons to 
functioning collectable firearms.  
 
For many it is also a “reason to own” as is 
a requirement to hold a firearms licence. 
This being the case one would think that 
everyone would be up to date with their 
membership rather than risk losing part of 
if not all of their collection. Frustratingly 
this is not the case. Every year the Secre-
tary spends a significant amount of time 
chasing up members who have failed to 
pay their dues. There is no onus upon the 
Secretary or the Society to chase up unpaid 
membership dues, however there is a Leg-
islative requirement to report un-financial 
members.  
This could result in loss of exemptions or 
even loss of licence. Worst case scenario 
for someone with a Cat 2 collector’s li-
cence would be loss of licence leading to 
loss of guns. Then would come the process 
of applying for a Cat 1 licence and PTA’s 
to get some of your guns back from the 
dealer who is holding them for you (with 
storage fees). Then after 2 years you could 
apply for a Cat 2 licence and then comes 
more PTA’s to get the rest of your guns 
back from the dealer. If you think I’m try-
ing to scare you, I am. Much easier to keep 
your membership up to date isn’t it. 
  
Now were all aware of the blatant attempts 
made to restrict firearms ownership. Let’s 
face it, the Firearms Act 1996 (now in its 
46th amendment) and the Weapons Prohi-
bition Act 1998 (now in its 127th amend-
ment) are riddled with ambiguity. In NSW 
there has been an attempt to introduce an 
amendment known as the Firearms & 
Weapons Legislation Amendment 
(Criminal Use) Bill 2020. This amendment 
is claimed to be aimed at illegal manufac-

ture of firearms, however with the broad 
brush used it could have serious impacts 
on firearms owners who are just repairing 
or restoring their licenced firearms. Own-
ing a lathe, grinder or drill let alone an 
exploded diagram of your 1407 Anschutz 
could land you in hot water. Fortunately 
thanks to the hard work of a number of 
political parties and lobby groups this 
amendment will not be adopted, at least in 
its current form. This is great news for the 
firearms community in NSW. It is always 
a concern that some of these poorly 
thought out amendments may spill out to 
other states, so stopping them early is al-
ways good news for us all. 
  
Over the weekend of the 10th and 11th of 
July we will be holding our 32nd Arms 
and Militaria Fair. This will be the first 
Victorian gun show to be held in some 18 
months which is very exciting and is gen-
erating a significant amount of interest.  
 
The logistics of the event have changed 
dramatically. There is a need for members 
to assist with not only the set up and pack 
up but the running as well. Members are 
needed to help in the ticket office and at 
the door counting patrons in and out. 
Please make the effort to assist. 
  
Monthly general meetings are back in full 
swing and I thank the members who make 
the effort to attend. Keep in mind that this 
is the forum where decisions are made on 
the running of the Society. If you’re not 
there you won’t have a say. It would be 
nice to see a few more attend. Our next 
meeting is on the 30th of June at the Scout 
hall in Humffray St, I look forward to see-
ing you there. 
  Yours in collecting, 

 

Andrew Day. 

 



 

 
Editorial 
As was advised in the previous Fusil-
lade, and is repeated in this edition, 
memberships are due.   
 
All those members who have an mail 
address, have recently been sent an 
email about renewal. It’s not my prob-
lem if you don’t check your Spam fold-
er sometimes. 
 
If you are inspected by Police and, 
have items not usually to be permitted 
to owned, unless you have a member-
ship or licence and, your current mem-
bership or licence is not current, you 
could have items confiscated. 
 
I will not be contacting members who 
are late with their memberships until it 
almost the time that they will be dis-
missed from the Society. After June 30, 
there is an additional $20 late fee. 
The Society is required to advise LRD 
of defaulting (ex)members 
 
I do wonder why some members, con-
tinue to be members.   
They don’t interact with the Society  or 
read the newsletter, forward any contri-
bution to the newsletter, or pay on 
time.  Perhaps some members need to 
review why in fact, they are members.  
 
All that said, a small number of the 
membership do, do the right thing. 
We have been grateful for some gener-
ous donations made, in addition to the 
annual subs. 
 
In relation to the Fair, we have a num-
ber of members, some living at dis-
tance, who have indicated they are 

willing to assist with the running of this 
years Fair. Because of COVID19, addi-
tional requirements for the Fair’s oper-
ation are needed, so will need addition-
al staff. 
 
If you can help and are current paid up 
members, please contact the Sec. 
 
Sunday afternoon, during the break-
down stage, is possibly the time where 
members who have been there all 
weekend and are knackered, could ben-
efit from assistance, just saying. 
 
Editor. 
                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
Your 2021-22 Membership cards are now available. 
The payment is $30 

The BSB number is 063507 

Account number 1025 7521 (Ballarat Arms) 

Deadline June 30.  After that date a $20 late fee applies and, after a further 28 
days, you are no longer a member. No exceptions! 

Payment methods 

Electronic transfer- (preferred) Your initial and surname, must be on the 
transfer details. Add the word “subs” 

Cash over the counter at a Combank branch. (Second preference) Your ini-
tial and surname MUST be on the transfer details. (Other banks may not include 
your details, so be prepared for that and phone the Society 

Cash at a meeting (Third preference and, Correct weight please) 

Cash to Dave Wright Militaria in Sheppard St., Ballarat.  Place notes in an 
envelope or fold of paper with your full name upon.  (Yeh, that’s a goer, but 
NOT Mondays) 

Cheque made out to BAAMCS and name written upon. (If you must) 

There will be no reminders.  Late payments will attract a late fee.   

2020 was a good year for late fees…   just saying. 

Nick Smith (Hon Sec) 

 

  

 

 



 

  
 How Australia prepared for a war with Russia 
 
Forts were built and people armed to protect Australia from Russian invasion in the 19th 
century. Could it really ever have happened?  
Australian shores first saw a Russian ship on June 16th, 1807, when the 
sloop Neva sailed into Port Jackson, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. Russian ships 
from then on continued to anchor in Australian ports to replenish food and drinking wa-
ter. 
Russian navigator Mikhail Lazarev was the first to bring news to Australia in 1814 of 
Napoleon’s humiliation following the War of 1812. But due to the exaggerated stories of 
Australian journalists, for almost a century the continent was in constant fear of a Rus-
sian invasion. 
Paranoia sets in 
The first quarter of the 19th century was a time when Russia was in close contact with 
its American colonies. Russian merchant vessels and warships frequently anchored near 
Australian shores to purchase provisions and rest up. Australia, at the time, was still a 
British colony. Great Britain and the Russian Empire were never formally allied against 
Napoleon; but when Russians occupied Paris in 1814, British concerns about the Em-
pire’s naval and military power were stoked. Russian warships were becoming habitual 
guests in Australian ports, and colonial authorities reported their concerns to London. 
 
Fort Denison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1841 the government of New South Wales built a fort at Pinchgut. Fortifications at 
Queenscliff, Portsea, Mud Islands in Melbourne's Port Phillip Bay, and Hobart followed. 
During a goodwill visit of the flagship of the Russian Pacific squadron, Bogatyr, to Syd-
ney and Melbourne, about 8,000 Australians were allowed to come on board to allay 
fears that the Russian visits had anything other than peaceful intentions. The Command-
er of the Russian Pacific Fleet, Rear Admiral Andrey Popov paid formal visits to the 
governors of New South Wales and Victoria, and they, in turn, visited the Russian ship. 
Meanwhile, Australian newspapers wrote that Bogatyr approach Melbourne almost un-
noticed, raising awareness of the fact that the Australian shore was unprotected. Anti-

https://www.rbth.com/literature/2014/02/25/exploring_the_russian_america_that_almost_was_34527.html


 

Russian attitudes continued to build up. In 1864, The London Times claimed the colonies 
were on the brink of a Russian invasion, and Australian newspapers began spreading and 
exaggerating the fake news. 
 
Fort Queenscliff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When in May 1870, the Russian corvette Boyarin appeared at the mouth of the Derwent 
River, rumors spread that it was the advance guard of an invasion fleet. Russian naval 
officers did all they could to dispel this nonsense. “The Mercury” newspaper in Hobart 
reported on May 30, 1870: “The Russian Imperial corvette Boyarin was thrown open 
yesterday afternoon for inspection by the general public, of whom about 2,000 embraced 
the opportunity, so rarely afforded, of inspecting the internal arrangements of a foreign 
man-of-war. The visitors were afforded free access to every part of the vessel, from the 
captain’s cabin to the forecastle, and men were stationed at the guns to show the myster-
ies of their construction to the uninitiated… It affords us much pleasure to be able to 
state that the officers and men of the Boyarin are highly pleased with the reception ac-
corded them here…” The Mercury also noted that the officers were gallant and spoke 
three languages including English and French. 
Australian newspapers with articles about visits of the Russian ships 
Trove/ National Library of Australia, The Gazette  
Why did the Boyarin come to Hobart? It was just because Grigory Belavin, the ship’s 
purser, fell ill and needed medical attention. Belavin subsequently died onshore. He was 
buried in Hobart at the expense of the ship’s crew, and the Boyarin then left, while the 
Australian band on shore played the Russian national anthem, and a Russian band on 
board played “God Save The Queen”. So, the people got along pretty well – but journal-
ists continued their muckraking. 
 
Fevered imaginations 
But Australian defences were indeed weak. In 1862, the Russian ship Svetlana sailed 
into Port Phillip Bay (Melbourne) and fired a full ceremonial cannon salute – but the fort 
didn’t reply. It was out of gunpowder. 
 
Great Britain saw the victory of the Russian coalition in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-
1878 as a threat of a further push to India, so Australian colonies were advised to review 
their defense capability. By 1879, Australia had built its first two warships. When in 



 

1882 three Russian ships, commanded by Admiral Aslanbegov, were sighted near Melbourne, 
local newspapers reported that he was there to attack the Australian merchant navy. Admiral 
Aslanbegov even threatened to sue local newspaper The Age. John Wodehouse, the British 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, had to wire the Australian government to reassure them 
that relations between Russia and Britain were 100 percent peaceful. Nevertheless, by 1885, 
Fort Scratchley in Newcastle, New South Wales, was built. 
 
Fort Scratchley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1888, Grand Duke Alexander Mikhailovich, a member of the Russian Royal family, came 
to Australia. It is unclear whether it was intended or not, but the Grand Duke arrived just in 
time for celebrations commemorating the 100th anniversary of the colony. The ship carrying 
him, the Rynda, was said to have anchored only in order to replenish her coal supplies. 
The Rynda sailed first into Newcastle, then onto Sydney. But the visit was not a formal one – 
the Grand Duke was invited as a private guest of Lord Carrington, the Governor of New South 
Wales –  but the media, again, made him the center of all events. 
Russians and Australians alike did their best to impress each other and everybody was con-
tent. The Rynda stayed in Australian waters for almost three months. But after it left, journal-
ists continued calling for restrictions on the entry of foreign naval ships to Melbourne’s port. 
‘Send a cruiser’ 
In 1890 Russia decided that relations with Australia were important enough to appoint a per-
manent representative and, in 1893, Alexey Putyata was sent to Melbourne. Previously, 
Putyata had served as a Russian diplomat in the Balkans. One Bulgarian nobleman said that 
Putyata had “a rare capacity – he could charm people with the finesse of his manners and his 
courtesy.” So Putyata did his best to calm anti-Russian sentiment in Australia. He gave a long 
interview to The Age, which had been a leading voice in disseminating the militaristic rumors. 
Finally, when the Australian Parliament was set to open in 1901, Great Britain announced that 
the Duke and Duchess of York (later George V and Queen Mary) would visit Melbourne. 
Russian Emperor Nicholas II considered it necessary for diplomatic etiquette to send a ship to 
Australia: “It is desirable to send a cruiser,” Nicholas wrote to his Foreign Minister. A cruiser 
called Gromoboi was sent to Australia. On May 9th, 1901, Russian consul Nikolay Passek 
was an honorable guest at the opening of the Australian Parliament. 
The Duke of York visited and studied the Gromoboi. The Duke even asked his cousin Nicho-

http://www.unification.com.au/articles/4037/


 

las II for permission for the cruiser to escort him to Sydney, which it did. 
Thus, at the close of the 19th century, Russia and Australia finally reached unity and friend-
ship at the highest levels. During World War I, as a British colony, Australia was allied with 
Russia. Sadly, this was the last epoch of friendship before the spy war that ensued between 
the states in the 20th century, but that’s another story. 
 
Original article at https://www.rbth.com/history/330300-how-australia-prepared-for-war-with
-russia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This space could be filled by a member contribution.  More space available if needed 

Far far away, behind the word mountains, far from the countries Vokalia and Consonantia, 

there live the blind texts. Separated they live in Bookmarksgrove right at the coast of the Se-
mantics, a large language ocean. A small river named Duden flows by their place and sup-

plies it with the necessary regelialia. It is a paradisematic country, in which roasted parts of 
sentences fly into your mouth. Even the all-powerful Pointing has no control about the blind 

texts it is an almost unorthographic life One day however a small line of blind text by the 
name of Lorem Ipsum decided to leave for the far World of Grammar. The Big Oxmox ad-
vised her not to do so, because there were thousands of bad Commas, wild Question Marks 

and devious Semikoli, but the Little Blind Text didn’t listen. She packed her seven versalia, 
put her initial into the belt and made herself on the way. When she reached the first hills of 

the Italic Mountains, she had a last view back on the skyline of her hometown Book-
marksgrove, the headline of Alphabet Village and the subline of her own road, the Line Lane. 

Pityful a rethoric question ran over her cheek, then make it so. 

 

Rynda in Sydney 1888 



 

  



 

  
 
 

The Divorce Court 

A judge was interviewing a Ballarat woman regarding her pending 

divorce. 

He asks her: "What are the grounds for your divorce?" "About four 

acres and a nice little home in the middle of the property with a 

stream running by." 

"No," he said, "I mean what is the foundation of this case?" 

"It is made of concrete, brick, and mortar," she responded. 

"I mean," he continued, "what are your relations like?" 

"I have an aunt and uncle and 12 cousins living here in town, as 

well as my husband's parents." 

The judge took a deep breath and asked, "Do you have a real 

grudge?" 

"No, we have a two-car carport and have never really needed one 

cuz we don't have a car." 

"Please," he tried again, "is there any infidelity in your marriage?" 

"Yes, both my son and daughter have stereo sets. We don't neces-

sarily like the music - all that hip hop and rap tap - but we can't 

seem to do anything about it." 

"Ma'am, does your husband ever beat you up?" 

"Yes, he gets up every morning before I do and makes the coffee." 

Finally, in frustration, the judge asked, "Lady, why in hell do you 

want a divorce? 

"Oh, I don't want a divorce," she replied. "I've never wanted a di-

vorce, my husband does. Damn fool says he can't communicate 

with me." 



 

All these ads are free, but the owners might like to upgrade sometime?  Ballarat Arms.com.au /Contact Us   

 
R.F.Scott & Co.  910  Howitt St, Wendouree. Sporting Guns, Rifles, Ammo, Gun Cas-
es, Black powder & accessories.  phone /fax (03) 5331 7111 bh.                                   
 
H. REHFISCH & Co P/L Guns, Fishing, Archery, Gun safes, clothing, etc.                                           
903 La Trobe St, Ballarat. 53313677  

ANTIK, Purveyors of the old and unusual.  Militaria and Old Wares shop.   
At the roundabout and opposite the "Grape Hotel" 202 Grant St, cnr Humffray St South   
(03) 53318268  
 
Dave Wright Militaria and Collectables. Buying and selling Militaria. Sheppard St, 
Ballarat, Vic 3350. (rear of Dan Murphy’s bottle shop, between Mair and Curtis Sts).  
Ph 0353384377. Open Tues to Friday 9am to 5pm.  Sat 9am to1pm.  
Email  djwright@ncable.net.au. Web www.davewrightmilitaria.com.au 
 
Rutherford Fine Leather Binding  Hand bookbinding and repairs; Leatherwork;  
Magazine collections hand sewn in hardcover volumes    Peter Lewis 0402982500  
www.rflb.com.au   Email- booky@rflb.com.au 
 
For all your Private gun and parts ads, try “Universal Used Guns.com.au” 
www.universalusedguns.com.au 
 
Ozgunsales for all your online gun purchases and sales— www.ozgunsales.com 
 
Everything outdoors.  New “online only” site. Has a Firearms category.  

Is a Local Ballarat site www.everythingoutdoors.com.au  ph 0497 656 999  
 
Any transfer of ownership of licensable firearms advertised in this newsletter, must be completed through a 
Licensed Gun Dealer.  The 28 day cooling off period applies for a first purchase. 
 

 
Front Cover Illustration 

If you can’t work it out, please return your copy of Fusillade  
 

ALWAYS send documents to LRD via EXPRESS or PRIORITY MAIL 
And ALWAYS make copies of those Documents for your files 

 
Some members are still sending their details via “normal” mail and  

could be giving a thief a “shopping list.”  Just saying.,.. 
 

Mail can still take  a while to be delivered.  Use Express Mail if  
unsure if your docs will arrive in time.   

Yes I know this sucks, but I can’t do anything about it. 
 
 

 

http://www.rflb.com.au/
http://www.everythingoutdoors.com.au

